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Request for Statements Recognizing 30th Anniversary of the Khojaly Massacre
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Good morning,

BGR Group represents the Republic of Azerbaijan. As you may be aware, February 26 marks a dark day in Azerbaijan - 
the memorial of the Khojaly massacre. On that day, in 1992, 613 Azerbaijani civilians were murdered by Armenian forces 
as they tried to flee Khojaly.

Having the region's only airport at the time, Khojaly was of strategic importance during the 1992 war. Armenian forces, 
advancing on the town, ordered Azerbaijani civilians to evacuate - and as groups attempted to flee, they came under 
fire, causing them to disperse and run. It was under these tragic circumstances that Armenian forces garrisoned in posts 
around Khojaly began firing on the fleeing civilians.

Human Rights Watch has confirmed the deaths of at least 200 civilians, and estimated the loses could be as high as 
1,000. The official death toll from the Azerbaijan government was 613 civilians, including 106 women and 63 children. 
The Khojaly massacre was the largest massacre to date in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Despite Human Rights Watch, and other international observers, laying clear blame for the atrocity on Armenian forces, 
there has never been prosecution of the perpetrators, and sadly, no justice for the victims. The first step to ensuring 
some amount of accountability for the perpetrators, and justice for the victims, is to recognize this atrocity for what it 
was - an unjust and unnecessary massacre of civilians, that has gone far too long without resolution.

We would greatly appreciate your boss making a statement in the Congressional Record recognizing the 30th 

anniversary of the massacre of civilians in Khojaly.

Please let me know if you have any questions, or would like to engage further with the Embassy in remembrance of the 
lives lost.

Best,
Mark

Mark J. Tavlarides 
Principal, International 
BGR Government Affairs, LLC
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Washington, DC 20005
Direct: 202.661.6375
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Note: BGR Government Affairs, LLC has filed registration statements under the Foreign Agents Registration Act with regard to 
its representation and dissemination of information on behalf of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Additional information is on file 
with the Foreign Agents Registration Unit of the Department of Justice in Washington, DC.
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