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Mark J. Tavlarides

Principal, International

BGR Government Affairs, LLC

All my best, 

Mark

BGR Group represents the Republic of Azerbaijan. As you may be aware, we are shortly 
approaching the 31st anniversary of the Khojaly Massacre on February 26, where hundreds of 

Azerbaijani civilians were unjustly targeted and killed by organized military activity in the 
Karabakh region of Azerbaijan. 613 civilians were killed, about 1,000 civilians injured, and 1,275 

were taken captive. To date, 150 people from Khojaly remain missing. I understand the 
Embassy has reached out requesting a statement condemning the massacre on its 31st 

anniversary. I hope you will seriously consider their request for a statement in the 

congressional record.

Note: BGR Government Affairs, LLC has filed registration statements under the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
with regard to its representation and dissemination of information on behalf of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
Additional information is on file with the Foreign Agents Registration Unit of the Department of Justice in 
Washington, DC.

I have enclosed in this email 2 documents compiled by the Embassy with additional information 

on the massacre. If you have questions about the massacre, I would be more than happy to 

connect you with the relevant Embassy official.

BGR | GROUP
WASHINGTON - AUSTIN - BEIJING - LONDON

The Homer Building
11th Floor South
601 13th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
Direct: 202.661.6375
mtavlarides@bgrdc.com
www.bgrdc.com
Check us out on Linkedln
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Based on the findings of its independent investigation, the Memorial Human Rights Centre stated the 

following:

The international community strongly condemned the Armenian side for the use of military force against 

Azerbaijan and for serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in the course of the war.

In addition to the solid evidence in possession of the law enforcement agencies of Azerbaijan, the 

responsibility of Armenia and its political and military leadership for the crimes committed in Khojaly and 

elsewhere in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan is recognized and documented also by numerous 

independent sources, consisting of the testimonies of witnesses to the tragedy, statements by authoritative 

international institutions, the findings of independent investigations by foreign journalists and media reports 

(Washington Post, the New York Times, the Times, The Guardian, The Boston Globe, The Independent and 

etc.), human rights activists and authoritative international non-governmental organizations.

Thirty one years ago, the largest massacre during the former conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan was 

committed against the civilians of the town of Khojaly, in the Nagomo -Karabakh region of Azerbaijan. 

From October 1991, the town was entirely surrounded by the Armenian forces. In the night of 25 to 26 

February 1992, following massive artillery bombardments, the assault on the town began from various 

directions. As a result of the attack and capture of the town, hundreds of Azerbaijanis, including women, 

children and the elderly, were killed, wounded or taken hostage, while the town was razed to the ground. In a 

few hours of that night 613 civilians were killed including 106 women, 83 children, and 70 elderly people. 

Another 1,000 people were wounded and 1,275 taken captive. To this day, 150 people from Khojaly 

remain missing. 56 people were killed with outrageous brutality, 8 families were totally exterminated, 

26 children lost both parents while 130 children lost at least one parent in a massacre which has become 

the most brutal punishment of civilians during the whole years of the conflict’s military phase.

As one author has observed, “a key component of the Karabakh insurgency’s strategy was the cleansing of 

Azeri civilians from towns and villages inside Nagorno-Karabakh and in the territories separating Nagorno- 

Karabakh from Armenia.” In order to achieve that objective, “major Azeri towns in the region ... were 

looted, burned, and ‘systematically levelled so that only foundations remain’ and their Azeri populations 

were forcibly expelled.” The author further notes that “one of the most vicious expulsions took place during 

an attack on Khojaly in February 1992,” where Armenian forces killed hundreds of Azerbaijani civilians, 

“many of whom were unarmed and were killed while fleeing across open territory.”

“There was mass violence upon the civilians of Khojaly during the military operation to take this 

town ”

“The mass murder of civilians in the free corridor’ zone and adjacent territory cannot be justified 

under any circumstances ”

“The civilians remaining in Khojaly after it was taken by Armenian detachments were deported” 

“These actions were carried out in an organized manner”

“There was violent treatment of the detained inhabitants of Khojaly”

“The actions by the Armenian units of Nagomo Karabakh towards the civilians of Khojaly during 

the assault on the town are a gross violation of the Geneva Convention and also of the ... Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights ”

The Human Rights Watch later described as the “largest massacre to date in the conflict” between Armenia 

and Azerbaijan. Moreover, Human Rights Watch/Helsinki responded in its letter to attempts by Armenia to 

obfuscate this human rights organization with fabrications, providing counter-arguments that direct 

responsibility for the civilian deaths lies on Armenian forces.
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11 U.S. State Assemblies have recognized the Khojaly Massacre with resolutions (the list is enclosed). 

In addition to that more than 15 States have issued statements, declarations and memorials 

commemorating the massacre.

Currently after 44-day war the South Caucasus has been undergoing deep and fundamental changes, 

including the restoration of Azerbaijan’s control over its internationally-recognized territories that provide 

new, unique opportunities for enhancing regional cooperation and breaking barriers that have persisted for 

the last three decades. Azerbaijan is committed to and support efforts aimed at ensuring long-term peace, 

security and regional integration in the South Caucasus.

Moreover, every year several Members of the U.S. Congress have issued statements in the Congress on 

Khojaly Massacre.

It is important to encourage Armenia to look to the future for its own people and the broader region, and to 

reject the destructive ethnically driven ideological policies.

The overall assessment of the causes and consequences of the war unleashed by Armenia against Azerbaijan 

makes it absolutely clear that the intentional slaughter of the civilians in Khojaly was not an isolated or 

sporadic act, but was part of Armenia’s widespread and systematic policy and practice of atrocities, at the 

core of which are odious ideas of racial superiority, ethnic differentiation and hatred.

Armenia continued its crimes against humanity with the deliberate targeting of Azerbaijani civilians during 

the recent 44-day-war. Attacking the civilian population and infrastructures of such populous Azerbaijani 

cities as Ganja, Barda and Tartar, located far outside the battlefield, Armenia once again resorted to 

committing the same war crimes as it did in 1992. This time Armenia used more lethal weaponry, including 

cluster bombs and rocket systems to cause higher casualties among civilians. As a result of rocket and heavy 

artillery attacks more than 100 Azerbaijani civilians, including 12 children and 27 women were killed, 423 

civilians were wounded. More than 5000 residential houses and multi-apartment buildings were destroyed as 

a result of these attacks.

Unfortunately, the perpetrators of the crimes committed in Khojaly and elsewhere in the occupied territories 

of Azerbaijan continue to enjoy impunity. It is critically important that the international community think 

about what happened in Khojaly and in other cities, towns and villages of Azerbaijan that were seized and 

devastated by Armenia and unequivocally reject the denial by Yerevan of its responsibility for waging war 

and committing the most serious international crimes. Being an inevitable consequence of the offences 

committed, accountability is also an essential prerequisite on the path to peace and long-lasting 

reconciliation.

Furthermore, pronouncements by Armenia’s high-ranking officials, including the former President of 

Armenia, Serzh Sargsyan, along with publications of Armenian authors, also contribute to corroborating the 

facts on the ground. The following words by Serzh Sargsyan, said when he was Armenia’s minister of 

defense, leave no doubts as to the question of the perpetrator of the crime in Khojaly: “Before Khojaly, the 

Azerbaijanis thought that they were joking with us, they thought that the Armenians were people who could 

not raise their hand against the civilianpopidation. We were able to break that [stereotype]...” Sarkisian’s 

account throws a light on the worst massacre of the Karabakh war, suggesting that the killings were a 

deliberate act of mass killing as intimidation. Jirair Libaridian, who was chief adviser to the first President of 

Armenia, Levon Ter-Petrossian, at the time of the Khojaly massacre, admitted that “it is very difficult for an 

Armenian to write about Khojali” because “something unacceptable did happen, something that involved 

killings and mutilation of Azeri civilians by Armenian forces in Karabakh.”
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Disclaimer note: All other views expressed in collected materials represents solely those of authors/journalist, yet not the 
absolute position of Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan nor any of its employees.

I would like to express my deep appreciation to our Embassy staff who was involved 
and by spending some time at the Library of Congress in compiling these articles. The history 
needs to be known to avoid future tragedies!

I present to your attention a compilation of journalist dispatches regarding the Khojaly 
genocide as reflected in the U.S. newspapers, as well as the facts from the books of 
prominent authors and the reports of international NGOs.

Khazar Ibrahim
Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

to the United States 
26.02.2022
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ABOUT KHOJALY1

1 https://www.mfa.gov.az/files/khojalv-qenocide.pdf
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Khojaly is a town in the Karabakh region of the Republic of Azerbaijan with a total area of 0.94 

km , which was home to a population of 7,000 before the conflict. Harbouring the only airport in 

the area, Khojaly was a strategically important center of communication.

The responsibility of the Republic of Armenia, its political and military leadership as well as 

subordinate local armed groups for the crimes committed in Khojaly is confirmed by numerous 

facts, including investigative records, testimonies of the eyewitnesses, evidences from 

international media sources, and reports of intergovernmental and non-governmental 

organizations.

As a result, 613 civilians perished, including 106 women and 63 children. 1,275 Khojaly residents 

were taken hostage, while 150 people to this day remain unaccounted for. In the course of the 

massacre, 487 inhabitants of Khojaly were severely dismembered, including 76 children. 6 

families were completely wiped out, 26 children lost both parents and 130 children lost one of 

their parents. 56 of those who were killed were murdered with particular cruelty: most were 

slaughtered, some were burned alive, beheaded, some were mutilated, and others were scalped.

It is obvious that impunity still enjoyed by the perpetrators of the crimes continues to impede 

progress in achieving the long-awaited peace and reconciliation between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

Therefore, the establishment of truth in respect to gross violations of international humanitarian 

and human rights law committed during the past conflict, the provision of adequate and effective 

reparations to victims and the need for institutional actions to prevent the repetition of such 

violations are all necessary adjuncts to true conflict resolution.

There are sufficient grounds to conclude that the Government of the Republic of Armenia and 

subordinate forces, for which it is liable under international law, are responsible for serious 

violations of international humanitarian and human rights law amounting to crimes under 

international law. The violations of the rules of war by the Armenian side include, inter alia, 

indiscriminate attacks, including the killing of civilians, the taking and holding of hostages, and 

the mistreatment and summary execution of prisoners of war and hostages.

Consequently, ending impunity is essential not only for the purposes of identifying the 

responsibility of parties to the conflict and individual perpetrators, the achievement of which is 

undoubtedly imperative per se, but also for ensuring sustainable peace, truth, reconciliation, the 

rights and interests of victims and the well-being of society at large.

On the night of February 25-26, Khojaly suffered massive artillery bombardment from the 

positions occupied by the Armenian forces. Soon after the intensive shelling, the Armenian Armed 

Forces, including the irregular armed bands and terrorist groups, and with the direct participation 

of 366th Motorized Infantry Regiment of the former USSR, seized the town. Under heavy 

conditions of frosty weather, several thousands of civilian residents fled the town in the dark and 

found refuge in nearby forests and mountain terrains, only to be eventually trapped and ambushed 

by Armenian forces and militia.

Offences committed during the past conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan entail State 

responsibility and individual criminal responsibility under international law.
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Nagorno-Karabakh Victims
Buried in Azerbaijani Town .
Refugees Claim Hundreds Died in Armenian Attack
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Nagorno-Karabakh Victims Buried in Azerbaijani Town 
Thomas Goltz,
The Washington Post, February 28, 1992, pg. A26
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MULES

ARMENIA
Ycrevan^e%

By Thomas Goltz
Special to The WaihiflipM) J’a>T

mentan Nagorno-Karabakh, an enclave sur
rounded and controlled by Azerbaijan, 
should become part of Armenia:

Among the refugees who fled here over 
the mountains from Nagorno-Karabakh 
were two Turkmen soldiers from former 
Soviet Interior Ministry forces who had ta
ken refuge in Khojaly after deserting from 
their unit last Friday because, they said,

AZERBAIJAN

MaraJbafcfi

AGDAM, Azerbaijan, Feb. 27—Officials 
of the main mosque in this town just east of 
the embattled enclave' of Nagorno- 
Karabakh said they buried 27 bodies today, 
brought from an Azerbaijani town inside the 
enclave that was captured Wednesday by 
Armenian militiamen.

Refugees fleeing the fighting in Khojaly, a 
town of 6,600 northeast of the enclave’s 
capital, Stepanakert, claimed that up to SOO 
people, including women andi children, were 
killed in the attack. No independent esti
mate of the deaths was available here. The 
Agdam mosque’s director, Said Sadikov 
Muan, said refugees from Khojaly had reg
istered the names of 477 victims with his 
mosque since Wednesday.

Officials in Baku, the capital of Azerbai- 
j324Bgstjinajed_y2^dieathsji^J£ljioj2lx_2i_lSfi*1 
while Armenian officials in their capital, 
Yerevan, said .only two Azerbaijanis were 
killed in the attack. An official from Baku 
said here that his government fears Azer
baijanis would turn against it if they knew 
how many had been killed.

Of seven bodies seen here today, two 
were children and three were women,, one 
shot through the chest at what appeared to 
be close range. Another 120 refugees being 
treated at Agdam’s hospital include many 
wj f i] fin 1111 i.p.1 e_s t. ab_wn un ds_________________

The Armenians who attacked Khojaly 
Tuesday night "were shooting, shooting, 
shooting,” said Raisa Aslanova, who reached 
Agdam Wednesday night. She said her hus
band and a son-in-law were kilted and her 
daughter was missing.

Armenian officials in Yerevan said Azer
baijani soldiers, backed by tanks and several 
helicopters, launched an attack this morning 
on Askeran, an Armenian-populated town 
just inside Nagorno-Karabakh on the road 
between Khojaly and Agdam,

A cease-fire negotiated Wednesday night 
by visiting Iranian Foreign. Minister All 
Akbar Velayati never took effect. Velayati 
called off a planned visit today to Nagorno- 
Karabakh and headed instead for Yerevan.

More than 1,000 persons have been 
killed in four years of fighting touched off by 
Armenian demands that predominantly Ar-

ChdlU, 
Armenian non-commissioned officers had 
beaten them "for being Muslims."

The two deserters claimed their former 
unit,, the 366th Division, was supporting the 
Armenian militiamen who captured Khojaly. 
They said they tried to help women and 
children escape. "We were bringing a group 
through the mountains when the Armenians 
found us and opened fire." said Agamehmet 
Mutif, one of the deserters. "Twelve were 
kilted."
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Azerbaijani Town Falls To Armenian Offensive 
Jonathan Lyons,
The Washington Post, February 27, 1992, pg. A29
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MOSCOW, Feb. 26—Armenian 
nnliCftnnen backed by heavy weap
ons overran an Azerbaijani town in 
the -'war-ravaged enclave of Na- 
goinb-Karabakh today in a new ex
plosion of fighting between forces

they were forded to withdraw. 
Independent news agencies said 

the: attack also gave Armenian forces 
firmcantroldf Nagorno-Karabakh’s 
airport/which was said to have been, 
heavily defended by Azerbaijanis. 
The" Armenian dews service Snark

turkey

Q___ _
MUES_ 

STRIA

the enclave, analysts here said. 
News services said hundreds of ref
ugees from Khojaly had poured 
across the territorial boundary into

The territorial dispute has defied 
repeated Soviet and Russian efforts 
to force a settlement, and the new 
fighting apparently short-circuited a 
new attempt by Iran to mediate the 
conflict. Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayatu who conferred with 
Azerbaijani officials Tuesday, was 
forced to suspend plans to go to 
Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia to
day. ’

i far lower, but a gover- 
 spokeswoman in Yerevan, 

ttf&/Armenian capital, called the ac- 
tfort'*'# great victory for Armenians.’1: 
Azerbaijani forces reportedly re- 
sponded with furious rocket salvos 
against the advancing Armenians 
and on Stepanakert, the Nagorno- 
Karabakh capital, but in the end

heavily defended by Azerbaijanis, 
i_Liu--

said the airport could how. be re
opened for the first time in months 
for deliveries of urgently heeded 
food, fuel and medicines—-supplies 

- largely cut off from the region by a 
tight Azerbaijani blockade. •

The fighting appeared to be the 
heaviest in recent months, as Ar
menia and neighboring Azerbaijan 
continue a violent four-year feud 
over control of. Nagorno-Karabakh 
that has grown into a full-fledged 
ltej$tona.l war; despite .the} fact that 
ixitlr republics are members of the 
mew Commonwealth of■ Independent

§

: 2J1OW

■ - K^rabakh's population of . about 
SlVfhOOO is made up predominantly of 
XJi^tian Armenians, while the 
Jnfountainous territory is surrounded 
■by Muslim Azerbaijan anti has been 
■administered by rthat republic since
1923. The violence began four years 
ago when Karabakh’s Armenian lead-

■ ership demanded to be united with

Azerbaijani rIbwn Falls 
To Armenian Offensive

RUSSIA

Armenta—a demand supported by 
Armenia but rejected by Azerbaijan.

Since then, fighting between the 
two peoples has left many hundreds 
dead on both sides and created tens 
of thousands of refugees as minority 
populations were driven from their 
h£jlj££jj!|_122tjire2ubHcsi________

The Armenian seizure of Khojaiy 
leaves the town of Shusha as the only 
significant Azerbaijani stronghold: in

IRAQ \ I***_____________

Iff tFUU3 WTt—THE WASHIWiTOH POST

that/.bas grown into a full-fledged

•ixjrlv republics are members of the 
*' r—1 . .... — — Ixfc. ' t T—. j-int-

...... _.  ■ ■ 

gornb-Karabakh today in

of thfe two former Soviet republics, 
according to Russian media reports 
from the region.

'The Interfax news agency quoted 
Azerbaijani officials as saying that 
much of of the town of Khojaly was 
“in ashes” after the attack and that 
neatly 100 residents had been killed 
arK1250 wounded by Armenian gun- 
fire.

;Armenian sources put the casu
alty’figures
nament spe
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Killings Rife in Nagorno-Karabakh, Moldova
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Russian borders might have to be redrawn.
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, who last fall 

helped broker a cease-fire between Armenia and 

Killings Rife in Nagorno-Karabakh...
Fred Hiatt,
The Washington Post, March 3, 1992, pg. A12

army stocks. Russia, at the heart of the former 
Soviet Union and now the dominant member of the 
losely-allied Commonwealth of Independent 
States, has largely escaped such violence. But its 
efforts to mediate ethnic compromise—along with 
those of other Commonwealth members and of 
outsiders like Iran—have met with no success.

Moreover, with conflicts of their own brewing 
with Ukraine and would-be nations within Russia 
like Chechen-Ingush and Tatarstan, Russians are 
not sanguine about avoiding the turmoil plaguing 
some of their newly independent neighbors.

In another sign of tension within the former 
Soviet Union, a spokesman for the Russian For
eign Ministry, Vitaly Churkin, accused the Lith-

9

by Azerbaijan but wants to unite with Armenia. 
Armenian President Levon Ter-Petrcssian called 
the pullout of Soviet troops from the region "poorly 
thought out” and said it "could further destabilize 
the situation," especially if Azerbaijan is allowed to

Armenia denied Azerbaijani accusations that 
hundreds of civilians had been massacred last week 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh village of Khojaly, which 
Armenian forces attacked in an effort to stop shell
ing from there of Stepanakert, the enclave's cap
ital. Journalists in the area reported seeing dozens 
of corpses, including some of civilians, and Azer
baijani officials said Armenians began shooting at 
them when they sought to recover the bodies.

Azerbaijani spokesman Musa Mamedov ap
pealed for world support, claiming that "bodies of 
thousands of Azerbaijani women, children and el
derly people have covered the woods and 
mountains.... [that] moans and sobs caused by 
sophisticated torture by Lebanese, Syrian and oth
er mercenaries are filling the air,” the Interfax 
news service reported. Armenian officials say 
Khojaiy’s population was only 1,000 and that most 
left before the attack.
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Azerbaijani policeman carries child’s body from Nagorno-Karabakh combat zone, left. In nearby Azerbaijani town of Agdam, woman is shown body of her father.
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By Fred Hiatt 
Washin jton Post Foreign Service

MOSCOW, March 2—Ethnic turmoil escalated 
on the edges of the former Soviet Union today, 
with intensifying violence between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan and killings reported in Moldova.

Troops of the former Soviet army began pulling 
out of Nagorno-Karabakh, an Armenian-populated 
pndavewithinAj^rfwijarLamKlfeai^tiwtalhcilt
war between the two republics would follow. To
night, Russian television showed pictures of doz
ens of corpses lying in the snow, victims of what 
Azerbaijan says was a massacre by Armenians, and 
of the shelling of villages by both sides.

the Romanian border, police confronted militia
men loyal to the even smaller Dnestr Republic, an
enclave of ethnic Russians within Moldova that  u _  __..._ 
refuses to recognize Moldovan independence. Azerbaijan that was never implemented, left today 
Conflicting news reports from the city of Dubos- for a brief vacation at the Black Sea resort of

th

f|n| S'- Jl 
mi

nswjv .

...

s

sary indicated that several deaths and injuries oc- Sochi, officials said. They said that Yeltsin’s
curred as a unit of Moldovan police was disarmed health, the object of recurrent rumors, is good,
and arrested by the militiamen. More than 1,000 people have died and hundreds ,

With the breakup of the Soviet Union, long-sup- of thousands have been forced to flee their homes i 
pressed ethnic rivalries and national jealousies in four years of fighting between Christian Armen- 
have broken into the open, often with heavy weap- jans and Moslem Azerbaijanis in and near Nagorno- 
onry that was stolen, bought or seized from Soviet Karabakh, which is surrounded and administered

. 7 . ■ 'i 
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Ethnic Battles Persist 
. In Nagorno-Karabakh
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Azerbaijani refugeeH agonize over the toss of family 
members caught in cross-fire amid escalating battles 
between Armenian and Azerbaijani forces in the 
disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenian 
forces overran thd town of Khojsly yesterday, causing 
Azerbaijani refugees to trek across snow-covered 
mountains to reach the city or Agdam, on the outskirts

Mggg-^arahaklbM^nwhitojJhejConnnonwealt^ 
____ iependent states sent two targe convoys, including 
dozens of tanks, armored vehicles, troop carriers and 
missile transporters, to Stepanakert, the capital of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, to provide security as military 
forces of the former Soviet Union withdraw from the 
embattled enclave. Neighboring Turkey appealed to 
Russia, the United States, Britain, France and Germany 
on Friday to push for a negotiated settlement to the 
ethnic ’conflict.
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Ethnic Battles Persist in Nagorno-Karabakh 
France-Presse, Reuteragence
The Washington Post, March 2, 1992, pg. A11
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la Agdam, Azerh aijan, mourners grieve for a man they aay wan. kilted fleeing an attack last week by Armenian forces on the town of Khojaiy.

Survivors Describe Armenian Attack

refugees broke down, when 
ler of the Khojaiy garrison,

mav be more than 1,000. Armenian officials in ident Ayaz Mutalibov for not providing stronger 

Moscow called the higher figure a "gross exag- support after Armenian militants cut off the
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Survivors Describe Armenian Attack
Thomas Goltz,
The Washington Post, March 4, 1992, pg. A16/A20

road to Khojaiy last October. “We thought the 

nation was behind us,” he said. "We were de

ceived, utterly."

Officials in Yerevan, the Armenian capital, 

have said that the assault on Khojaiy followed an 

attack that morning by Azerbaijani soldiers, 

backed by tanks and several helicopters, along 

the road between Khojaiy and Agdam.

Another eyewitness account of the fighting 

came from Bahram Nigmatal, a draftee from 

Turkmenistan who had deserted the MVD 

1 See KAR ABAKH, A20, Col, 1

after ai

on the w , .
the 1989 massacre of Armenians in the Azer

baijani city of Sumgait, in which an estimated 31 

Armenians were killed.

The Armenian forces 

“It was the Armenians and our 
unit working together. They had a 
lot of armored vehicles and they 
overran the airport area and then 
attacked the town. We tried to help 
the women and children get out. I 
saw 12 of our group get killed. I 
don’t know how many others were 
killed. I saw lots of bodies.”

The majority of those killed in 
Khojaiy appear to have been mem
bers of a group known as the Mesh- 
ketian Turks, or Ahiska, who had 
been relocated to Khojaiy after being 
evicted from Uzbekistan in 1989 
during ethnic violence there.

Whatever order existed in the col
umn of refugees broke down when 
the leader of the Khojaiy garrison, 
Maj. Alef Hadiev, was shot through 
the head by a high-caliber machine 
gun mounted on a Soviet armored 
personnel carrier. With him fell at 
least 30 soldiers and 19 airport 
guards, leaving the column virtually 
defenseless.

“We arrived in the middle of the 
Askeron Gap near a town called 
Nakhichivanik around dawn, and the 
Armenians were there waiting for 
us,” said Asif Usubov, one of the few 
surviving Azerbaijani militiamen. 
“They were on the ridges and just 
started shooting down in the gorge,'.1

By Thomas Goltz 

SpetialtfllheWoslWtonPwt

The Armenian forces were backed by troops 

of the former Soviet Interior Ministry (MVD) 

when they attacked the town, which a few

aeration.” according to the Associated Press.

Eyewitnesses who flew to the disaster site by 

Azerbaijani military helicopter spoke of seeing 

scores of bodies, some mutilated. “We saw 30 

bodies in the immediate vicinity of where our 

helicopter landed"said freelance photographer 

Costa Sakellariou. “Many of those we found, 

including women and children, had their hands 

raised above their heads as if shot after having 

•surrendered. Several were scalped."

The mayor of Khojaiy, Elman Mahmadov, 
gave reporters his version of what happened 

Azerbaijanis Claim 1,000 Died While Fleeing Raid in Disputed Enclave
driving here. He said the attack started to Khojaiy a few
evening of Feb/25, the anniversary of earlier. He described the at- 

IRQ mafisaerp nf Armenians in the Azer- |t*lr this 1W

BAKU, Azerbaijan, March 3—Reports from 

refugees arriving here of a massacre by Armen

ian forces last week in the town of Khojaiy are 

adding new fuel to the fiery confrontation be

tween Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The precise death toll remains uncertain, but 

•it is clear that many people were killed in the 

assault, when Armenian forces attacked the 

Azerbaijani town in the disputed area of 

Nagorno-Karabakh. The incident was the latest 

explosion in the four-year-old battle between 
the Christian Armenians who live in Karabakh 

and the Muslim Azerbaijanis who administer it. 

The conflict already has claimed more than 

1.000 lives.
Azerbaijani police said today that they had 

recovered 120 bodies from the Khojaiy area, 

but survivors have claimed that the death toll 

weeks ago had an estimated population of 

6,000. "They opened their barrage at around 

8:30 p.m. and then attacked from three sides 

about two hours later," Mahmadov said. "They 

wanted us to flee toward Askeron. We had no 

other choice.”
The alleged massacre occurred there, at the 

so-called “Askeron Gap," as refugees from Kho

jaiy tried to make their way to the city of 

Agdam through what survivors described as a 

gantlet of Armenian fire.
Like many of the survivors, Mahmadov was 

critical of the government of Azerbaijani Pres- 
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Azerbaijani Town Focused on X^br
Ill-Organized Militia Bands Stand Guard as Residents Flee Conflict

borderingRUSSIABy James Rupert 
>ecnh lo The W«hmRton E’o GEORGIA
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were Fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
while Sherzayev put the figure at

50 IRAN “more than 12,000."

who are fighting for po
ll with nearby Armenia.

200

. RUSSIA

GEORGIA

When Armenians captured the
Azerbaijani-populated village of 
Khojaly in Nagorno-Karabakh, the

TURKEY LAZER.

SYRIA

ians] -would do anything,” said Fazil

James Rupert, a Washington Post 
editor, is on leave as a fellow of the
Alicia Patterson Foundation.

Another militia band, the Popular
a/

they enforce the nighttime curfew. '{

ment was trying to build a 7,000-man

10
Armenians.

army—says he is the military leader 
with the least to command. "We have
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Front, has its headquarters in

him to. As a general, 1 am not his 
commander, but only a consultant

pervised the engraving .of the. cem
etery's tombstones.

no army here,” Sherzayev said last 
month in his headquarters at a sports 
center, “We have passed a law to 
create an army, but exactly what we 
will create and how, we will see in 
the future.”

Sherzayev introduced Mamet, 
the Falcons' leader, to a visitor say
ing: “He is the commander here; he 
has organized a self-defense force 
on his own, without anyone telling

ARMENIA 

Yerevan

AZERBAIJAN*^

Azerbaijani Town Focused on War
James Rupert,
The Washington Post, April 15, 1992, pg. A33
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. . .who must help teach him, a ci
vilian, how to fight.”

Azerbaijan’s new defense minister 
is a leading figure in the Popular 
Front and is expected to make prog-

o____
X MILES
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bodies of victims—hundreds of 
them civilians, many mutilated, 
Azerbaijanis have claimed—were 
brought to Agdam. "When we saw 
them, we^were afraid [the Armen- 

Gassimov. a local official. "We sent 
the women and children away to 
other towns.”

Agdam is only a few miles from. 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a quasi-auton- 
omoua region surrounded and ad
ministered by Muslim Azerbaijan 
but populated mostly by Christian 
Armenians who are fighting for po
litical union with nearby Armenia. 
In recent months, Armenians have 
fired rockets into Agdam, destroy
ing several homes and burning

AZERBAIJAN 
Nagoma- 
Karabaktifm,,

AGDAM, Azerbaijan—The
schools closed weeks ago. The 
champagne and cognac plant is still. 
Women; and children were sent 
away more than a month ago, when 
the horrors of the four-year-old war 
over Nagorno-Karabakh convinced 
people here that their Armenian 
enemies would, as one local official

easily?-! than a centrally, commanded 
army.

Reporters’ observations . of both 
sides in this war suggest that each 
exaggerates the strength of the oth- 

' er—and may understate its own. 
Nagorno-Karabakh’s acting defense 
minister, Serge Sarkissian, said in 
January that 25,000 Azerbaijani 
troops had surrounded the enclave, 
bringing with them substantial artil
lery and armor. He said his govern
ment was trying to build a 7,000-man 
army t'o defend the territory.

For their part, Azerbaijani lead
ers have differed iri descriptions of 
their own forces and those:of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh ____________
Sherzayev estimated that organized 
Azerbaijani militia forces' in three

"Specht io The WmSangton Prat

Now the only signs of life in this 
town whose population once num
bered 25,000 are occasional truck
loads of militiamen roaring by and 
the perpetual knot of old men gath-

neither 
Azerbaijan nor Nagorno-Karabakh 
has raised the army that the other 
claims, both sides are accumulating 
heavier weapons—and frequently 
using them against civilians. In Jan
uary, Nagorno-Karabakh officials 
showed reporters homes that they 
said were destroyed by Azerbaijani * 
missiles. Their own forces, the Ar
menians said, would never use such 
weapons against residential areas. 

But journalists have found the 
Azerbaijani town of Shusha heavily 
damaged by Armenian missiles, and 
the charred, shrapnel-tom ruins of 
homes hit by rockets also are visible 
here. "To attack peaceful people in 
this way, only the Armenians would 
do such a thing," said Elha Rusta
mov, Agdam correspondent for 
Azerbaijan's state news agency.

assault rifles and organize patrols to 
nearby villages.

Even .the city police—reinforced 
by 40 men from Azerbaijan's cap
ital, Baku—wear combat uniforms 
and carry automatic weapons as y ®"
thev enforce the nichttime curfew.. -< -wnicn.

■districts bordering eastern 
jNagorno-Karabakh amounted to no 
more than 1,000 combatants, Yet 
militia commanders here spoke of 
having raised more men than that in 

Azerbaijani leaders said the bulk 
of Armenian forces fighting in 
Nagorno-Karabakh were imported 
from Armenia, a short helicopter 
flight away, and that others were 
from the global Armenian diaspora 
or were paid mercenaries. Rustam 
Gadjiev, a Popular Front leader 
here, said 2,000 “well»organized, 
trained soldiers" from. Armenia

IRAQ \ IRAN

BY DAVE COaX—I HE WASHINGTON POST

In Baku, the estimates were 
higher. The Azerbaijani Defense 
Ministry's deputy spokesman, Capt. 
Mirsalikh Akhundov, said Armenia 
bad sent an army of 30,000 to 
40.000 men to Nagorno-Karabakh 
and the borders of Azerbaijan.______

While it is evident that

CUCUUC3 SVWIM, 
put it, "do anything.*

Life in this winemaking town is 
focused only on war.

forces into a single, command,” said 
Vagif Agamoglanov, commander of 
the Falcons' forward checkpoint at . 
the' cemetery. "But that does not 
piean that the Falcons will disappear. 
We should keep our separate units, 

can operate more., quickly and
■ The militiamen are among the 
thousands of Azerbaijanis here who 
are willing to fight the Armenians, 
but it is clear that they do not form a 
coherent force. The town's armed 
groups appear to be Hi-trained. even 
in the handling of their rifles.

Agdam’s disparate military 
groups underscore an essential 
Azerbaijani problem in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh war and a prin
cipal impediment to peacemaking 
efforts—Azerbaijan's political lead
ers have little control over its com
bat forces.

Genr-Dada Sherzayev—sent here 
by theiBaku government to weld the 
militias of western Azerbaijan into an

ARMENI

ered in the central square to ex
change news and gossip.

Out at the cemetery, which lies in 
the shadow of the hills of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a militia force called the 
Falcons maintains guardposts and 
has stationed a single, aged tank 
along the road'in a stand of trees. 
The Falcons are .commanded by 
Yaqub Beg Mamet; who once su-

. ress in consolidating a broad military 
force from militia units controlled by 
the Front. But it remains unclear
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Armenia's 'Naked Aggression'
Nuzhet Kandemir,
The Washington Post, June 23, 1992, pg. A20

Armenia ’s* 'Naked Aggression ’
It is interesting that the slant of the

June 10 news story on the Azeri-Ar
menian conflict was decidedly pro-Ar-
menian. Previous Post articles on the
conflict were much more balanced,
whereas this one was inaccurate to
the point of misrepresentation.

For instance, the bunker that the
Armenian militiamen in the story are
occupying was not only dug by Azer
baijanis, it lies within the borders of
Azerbaijan—on Mil Hill to be precise.
Thus when the "housewife" militia
man says, “It is our land down there,’’
she is reiterating the expansionist
policies that brought Armenian forces
into Azerbaijan and keep them there.

The place names that the author
cites—-Nakhichevan, Nagorno-Kara-
bagh, Shusha and Khojaly—as having
become battle cries, “with hundreds
dead on both sides and tens of thou
sands of refugees," all lie within Azeri
territory. I might add that Khojaly
and Shusha were the scenes of inde
scribable atrocities inflicted on the
Azeris by the Armenians. Pictures of
this appeared in most major American

lia, including The Post.
he author never points this out,

and the European Community against 
it. Indeed, the United States, Germa
ny and other world powers have re
peatedly called upon the Armenian 
leadership to stop its naked aggres
sion against a country unable, at this 
time, to defend itself.

Yet the article seems to condone 
Armenia’s grabbing land by force 
from a neighbor undergoing a difficult 
political transformation, and portrays 
sympathetically the Armenian militia 
volunteers occupying Azerbaijan.

The article also includes, without 
noting their controversial nature, the 
allegations that the Armenians were 
the subject of genocide under the 
Ottoman Empire. I have written to 
The Post several times outlining the 
position of scholars specializing in Ot
toman studies. These scholars con
tend that 2 million Turks and several 
hundred thousand Armenians fell vic
tim to the Armenian-initiated civil 
war during World War I through fam
ine, epidemics and intercommunal vi
olence. For seven decades, the Arme
nians have chosen to portray that 
tragedy as unique to them. Now some

Nor does she bother to explain how are attempting to portray the Arme- 
the Armenian aggression into Nakhi- nian Republic’s lust for Azeri lands as 
chevan and Azerbaijan contravenes somehow justifiable. It is not.
every principle of international law NUZHET KANDEMIR
and order. She does not mention the AiiilusHdrtor

outcry in the Conference on Security rutted
and Cooperation in Europe, NATO Washington
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A TOWN BETRAYED
Thomas Goltz,
The Washington Post, March 8, 1992.
https://www.washinqtonpost.com/archive/opinions/1992/03/08/a-town-betrayed/9ef6628c-e1c2-4a02-a8ea-b8cf23935950/

"And next they will drive us out or kill us all," said his wife, Dilbar. Now, the Sadikovs are both dead, as are 

their three sons and two of their daughters.

Many others are dead as well. A controversy rages between the Armenian government in Yerevan and the 

Azerbaijani authorities over how many died and under what circumstances. The numbers of victims probably 

will never be known for certain. But grisly videotapes and still photographs taken in recent days in and

Now Khojaly is notorious. During a paramilitary assault by Armenians that began on Feb. 25, many from the 

town were killed, and the world has taken a second look at Khojaly. Much has been reported about what 

happened there, much that is contradictory. Perhaps no clear portrait of what happened will ever emerge. 

But let me tell you what I know about Khojaly. I went there twice before the events of Feb. 25-26 -- once last 

September, and again in January. I talked with dozens of people. I found the townsfolk preoccupied with fear 

that death was closing in on them -- and they had no exit.

Khojaly sprawls on the plain between the eastern tip of the Karabakh mountains and the capital, Stepanakert. 

It controls access to the troubled enclave's airport.

Khojaly is not a real "town" so much as a series of neighborhoods, defined by mud or gravel roads cutting 

between clusters of two-story houses with privies set in little back gardens. A small river and shallow canals 

meandered through it. I remember flocks of waddling white geese, but no trees.

"Downtown" was a few unstocked shops and four plain, unattractive local government buildings with outdoor 

wells. Last September, construction work was in progress. But when I went back two months ago, all work 

had stopped: There were no bricks, or mortar or faith in the future to keep building.

By day, people just stood in small knots in the muddy lanes — waiting. By night, they huddled around 

guttering candles in their houses, listening to the gunfire in the dark as a garrison of 63 security men tried to 

hold Khojaly's sprawling periphery while Armenian militia crept ever closer.

The residents and the security men had one common thought: They felt they were doomed, and spoke openly 

of it. "It is the {Azerbaijani} government," Alef Hadjiev, the de facto commander of the town's defenders, 

told me in January. "Baku {the republic's capital} could solve this business in five days if it wanted to, but the 

old communist mafia just wants it to go on and on while they loot the country. If you write that and attribute 

it to me, I will deny it. But it's true."

Now that Hadjiev is dead, I feel that I can quote him.

Most of the people I met in Khojaly are also dead or missing. The list includes my hosts the last night I was 

there. They predicted their fate.

"The Armenians have taken all the outlying villages, one by one, and the government does nothing," Balakisi 

Sadikov said then.

By Thomas Goltz, March 8, 1992

BAKU — Until two weeks ago, Khojaly was just another run-down town on the globe, hardly worth a second 

look from anyone.

Khojaly had one distinguishing mark: It was a community where Azerbaijani Muslims lived inside the 

enclave known as Nagorno-Karabakh, whose Christian Armenian majority wants to secede from Azerbaijan, 

which holds administrative control.

GTic IWsbimjtou
Democracy Dies in Darkness
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(Some persons I have interviewed say they witnessed the assault on Khojaly and claimed that MVD forces 

assisted the attack with artillery and armored vehicles.)

From mid-December onward, Khojaly could be reached only by civilian Mi-8 helicopters from Agdam 

airfield. It was aboard one of these choppers, designed to carry about 25 passengers, that I made my last 

journey to Khojaly Jan. 8.

"Come on," said Hadjiev, the Khojaly security chief, when he spotted me at the Agdam airport, "You're 

coming to Khojaly. Then you can write the truth."

Insane as the idea was -- almost two dozen helicopters had reportedly been hit by ground fire over the past 

two months although only one had been shot down — I could not resist and got aboard for the short, 

dangerous ride over the Askeron Gap, a slot between the mountains around Agdam and Khojaly, about 20 

miles away. We corkscrewed up to about 5,000 feet before running the gauntlet, and then corkscrewed down 

to the Khojaly field.

"There is no government in Azerbaijan," said Zumrut Ezova, 35, a mother of four, aboard the helicopter. 

"Why can't {the government} open the road? Why are they making us fly in like ducks, ready to get shot?" 

She and her family are also now believed dead.

The chopper was packed with about 50 men, women and children, one carrying a canary in a cage. There 

were also food supplies, several boxes of munitions and a rusted 70mm cannon that I was told had been 

bought from an MVD garrison in Azerbaijan. The weapons were for the 33 soldiers and 30 airport security 

guards who made up the town's trained fighting forces.

Most of the passengers said they were returning to Khojaly because the Baku government had offered them 

no support after they reached Agdam as refugees. Better to return home "to die in Karabakh" than beg in the 

streets, they said. Many apparently did just that.

Khojaly's mayor, Elman Mahmadov, who survived the assault, admitted to me afterward, "It was a mistake to 

keep the women and children in the town. But if I had forced them to leave ... I would have been accused of 

selling out the town and giving it to Armenia on a platter. Their faces will haunt me forever."

around Khojaly and displayed by the Azerbaijanis here in the republic's capital make clear to me that many 

citizens of Khojaly are dead.

First established as a service center for the Stepanakert airport, Khojaly had swollen over the years of disorder 

to about 6,000 residents, two times its normal size. The population was heavily Azerbaijani -- permanent 

townsfolk, refugees from elsewhere in Karabakh and also from Armenia. Among them were about 75 

families of Meshkhetian Turks, expelled from Uzbekistan where they had been living ever since 1944, where 

they had been sent after Stalin expelled them from their native Georgia for allegedly sympathizing with the 

Nazis during World War II.

The most hapless refugees seemed to me to be a small number of those of mixed Armenian-Azerbaijani 

heritage, who said they had been driven from their homes in Stepanakert in 1989.

One man I met in September, Murat Shukarov, whose mother was an Armenian, maintained that even 

individuals who were only a quarter Azerbaijani and are not even Muslims were driven away in order to 

"purify" Karabakh of all traces of non-Armenianness.

Shukarov is also now reported dead.

Last September, Khojaly was still connected to the Azerbaijani city of Agdam by road. But this was cut by 

Armenian militia on Oct. 30, who allowed only vehicles of the then-Soviet Interior Ministry (MVD) to pass. 

In mid-December, after the dissolution of the U.S.S.R., even this tenuous land link was severed when the 

MVD pulled back from Agdam and Khojaly to Stepanakert. In late February, their total withdrawal to Russia 

was ordered.
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Now, the two sides are gearing up for the next round of the grisly conflict. According to Western press 

reports, Azerbaijan has launched a wide counterattack from Agdam, sweeping southwest along the same river 

valley where the citizens of Khojaly met their deaths.

More grim statistics seem certain for Nagorno-Karabakh. And I will remember Khojaly.

There have been disputes about how many people were in Khojaly at the time of the attack. Based on what I 

saw during my two visits there and the number of relief flights that could have plausibly occurred to extract 

residents before Feb. 25, it seems likely to me that the majority of Khojaly's residents were there when the 

attack began.

"We had several Armenian prisoners, and we learned from them that the Armenians were planning a major 

attack," the mayor told me. "We begged Baku to open up the air corridor and at least get the women and 

children out. The government did nothing. We were utterly sold out."

He described how the attack began on the evening of the 25th -- apparently in commemoration of the 

anniversary of the Sumgait attack on Armenians in Azerbaijan in 1989, when an estimated 31 Armenians 

were killed.

"They opened their barrage at around 8:30 p.m. and then attacked from three sides about two hours later," 

Mahmadov said. "They wanted us to flee toward Askeron. We had no other choice."

According to interviews I had with the refugees, the townsfolk moved eastward along the banks of a small 

river toward the nearby town of Askeron. A photo-journalist who said he was with Armenian militia told me 

that a battle between the militia and Azerbaijani security men holed up in a building in Khojaly lasted 16 

hours and that when it ended, only two Azerbaijanis survived.

The mayor told me that by dawn of Feb. 26, hundreds of refugees, in a column of men, women and children, 

had arrived near Askeron. "It was close to the Armenian lines we knew we would have to cross," he said. 

"Then there was a road, and the first units of the column ran across. Then all the fury of hell broke loose and 

bullets and fire were raining down on us from all sides. We had just entered their trap."

Hadjiev, the leader of the column, was killed and the column of civilians was scythed by what survivors said 

was a hail of bullets from Armenian militia. Bitter controversy rages now over the death toll. Azerbaijani 

government sources at first claimed that only two had died, according to Western press reports. However, 

others on the scene have been quoted as saying that as many as 1,000 died. The controversy and the success 

of Armenia's offensive led to the resignation Friday of Azerbaijan's leader, Ayaz Mutalibov.

There is little doubt that many Khojaly civilians died. However, since the killing grounds are in Karabakh 

territory that is now under Armenian control, the Azerbaijanis have not been able to count all the dead. 

Both sides say there were mutilations of the dead. The Azerbaijanis blame the Armenians; some Armenians 

reportedly have charged that the Azerbaijanis themselves mutilated the bodies in a plot to besmirch 

Armenians.

I find the Armenian claim impossible to believe, based on my interviews and the accounts of the survivors 

who made it, wounded, chilled and in shock, to Agdam late last week.

The survivors blamed not only the Armenians but their own government for incompetence, stupidity and 

lying about the extent of the deaths in order to cover up its negligence in the deaths of perhaps hundreds of its 

citizens.
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Khojaly and that 250 had been wounded 
Armenian officials gave far lower fig
ures but no firm estimate. Independent 
corroboration was not available.

Armenians Gain in New Battle With Azerbaijanis 
The New York Times, February 27, 1992, pg. A5

The news agency Interfax quoted the 
nationalist Azerbaijani Popular Front 
as saying that much of the town of 
Khojaly was “in ashes/’ with dozens of 
houses destroyed and many civilians 
killed or injured. Independent news 
agencies said Armenian fighters had 
also consolidated their hold on Nagor
no-Karabakh’s main airport, which 
had been under Azerbaijan’s control,

“It is a great victory for Arme
nians,” a spokeswoman for the Arme
nian Parliament said from Yerevan, 
Armenia’s capital.

Azerbaijan’s Interior Minister, Tofik 
Kerimov, said that almost 100 Azerbai
janis had been killed in the battle for

MOSCOW, Feb. 26 (Reuters) — Ar
menian forces overran an Azerbaijani 
town today in a new explosion of fight
ing in a disputed enclave in the south
ern Caucasus region, news reports 
said.

News agencies said Armenian forces 
had chased Azerbaijani units out of the 
town of Khojaly, leaving the city of 
Shusha as the only Azerbaijani strong
hold inside the enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh.________________________________

The former Soviet republics of Ar- 
menia and Azerbaijan are in a bitter 
.struggle for control of Nagorno-Kara
bakh, which lies within Azerbaijan but 
is populated mainly by Armenians.
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Ex-Soviet Troops To Leave Enclave
The New York Times, February 29, 1992, pg. 5
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j Massacre by Armenians Being Reported

,500 to 2,000
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New evidence emerged ycsxrday of a massacre of civilians by Armeman militants in Nagorno-Karabakh. ! 

The body of a child was removed from a hillside where dozens of bodies were found. Page A3. [
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Massacre by Armenians Being Reported 
The New York Times, March 3, 1992, pg. A1
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been the most savage yet.
The 366th Regiment, based in Ste

panakert. the capital of Nagorno-Kara
bakh, has been caught at the center of 
fighting in which at least three of its 
soldiers were killed late last month-

i

agency said. The two sides made no 
attempt to interfere, the news service 
said.

Four years of fighting in Nagorno- 
Karabakh have killed 1,500 to 2,000 
people. The last week’s fighting has

AGDAM, Azerbaijan, March 2 (Reu
ters) — Fresh evidence emerged today 
of a massacre of civilians by Armenian 
militants in Nagorno-Karabakh, a pre
dominantly Armenian enclave of Azer
baijan.

The Azerbaijani press agency Azer- 
inform reported renewed Armenian 
missile fire on the Azerbaijani-populat
ed town of Shusha on Sunday night. It 
said several people had been wounded 
in another attack, on the settlement of 
VenialL_earivjndav^^^^^^_^^^^_^_ 

The republic of Armenia reiterated 
denials that its militants had killed 
1,000 people in the Azerbaijani-populat
ed town of Khojaly last week and had 
massacred men, women and children 
fleeing the carnage across snow-cov
ered mountain passes.

But dozens of bodies scattered over 
the area lent credence to Azerbaijani 
reports of a massacre.

Scalping Reported 
Azerbaijani officials and journalists 

who flew briefly to the region by heli
copter brought back three dead chil
dren with the backs of their heads 
blown off. They said shooting by Arme
nians had prevented them from re
trieving more bodies.

"Women and children had been 
scalped,” said Assad Faradzhev, an 
aide to Nagorno-Karabakh's Azerbai
jani Governor. "When we began to pick 
up bodies, they began firing at us." 

The Azerbaijani militia chief in Ag
dam, Rashid Mamedov, said: "The 
bodies are lying there like flocks of 
sheep. Even the fascists did nothing 
like this.”

Near Agdam on the outskirts of Na
gorno-Karabakh, a Reuters photogra
pher, Fred£rique Lengaigne, said she 
had seen two trucks filled with Azer
baijani bodies.

"in the first one I counted 35, and it 
looked as though there were almost as 
many in the second,” she said. "Some 
had their heads cut off, and many had 
been burned. They were all men. and a 
few had been wearing khaki uni
forms/*______________________________

Ethnic violence and economic crisis 
threaten to tear apart the Common
wealth of Independent States, created 
by 11 former Soviet republics in De
cember. The commonwealth has been 
powerless in the face of the ethnic 
hatred rekindled in the age-old dispute 
between Christian Armenia and Mus
lim Azerbaijan.

The 366th Motorized Infantry Regi- i 
ment, the last frail buffer separating ■ 
the two warring ethnic groups,started ; 
its withdrawal, the Itar-Tass press ;
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Evidence of a Massacre Emerges In Azerbaijan
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The withdrawal of a former Soviet army unit from the embattled enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh 
in Azerbaijan was blocked by Armenian residents. In Agdam, on the border of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, relatives mourned the death of a man killed in an attack on the town of Khojaly.

Azerbaijanis and that they were being 
blocked from retrieving more dead, 
The Associated Press reported. 

_^mTgnia^i^notdenvtl]eaitack1_but- 
officials denied that the killing was 
anywhere near as high as the Azerbai
janis said. The Armenians further said 
they were compelled to seize the town 
to halt constant Azerbaijani shelling of 
nearby Stepanakert. Reports from Ste
panakert indicated that the shelling 
had in fact stopped.

■>o-l<o.ai>.<kl. Il AxrriMlpniclave si N«6< ...-----
uui ntd <hp deaci of a

By SERGE SCHMEMANN 
Special io The New'York Times

Reports that 120
Azerbaijani
bodies are 
found.

diers' Mothers. Three soldiers were 
killed in the latest bombings of Stapan- 
akert, and the army base has been left 
decimated.

Armenia Without Fuel
The fighting has fired political ten

sions as well. In Baku, enraged refu
gees from the town asserted that Pres
ident Mutalibov had failed to defend his 
people, feeding new demands from the 
opposition for his ouster. According to 
all reports from the city, passions were 
running high as accounts and pictures 
of what was called the “slaughter” 
spread.

More than 1,000 people have been 
killed in four years of sporadic fighting. 
But the effect of the feud has been far 
greater. Armenia has been left virtual
ly without fuel, which used to come 
from Azerbaijan, and hundreds of en
terprises have shut down.

The New York Times 

Armenians tried to stop the pull
out of troops from Stepanakert.

Sp

MOSCOW, March 3 — Armenian 
civilians and gunmen obstructed the 
withdrawal of the last troops of the 
former Soviet army from an embat
tled enclave today as fighting in the 
four-year feud between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia increased.

The army unit, the 366th Motorized 
Rifles, was ordered out of its base in 
Stepanakert, the capital of the enclave, 
Nagorno-Karabakh, after weeks of in
tensive shelling that teft three soldiers 
dead and much of the installation in 
shambles.

Despite heavy reinforcement from 
paratroopers, the withdrawal ran up 
against resistance from Armenian res
idents who have argued that the army, 
now under the Commonwealth of Inde-

Armenians Block Exit By Former Soviet 
Army
Serge Schmemann,
The New York Times, March 4, 1992, pg. A6

V

pendent States, the loose successor to 
the Soviet Union, offers the last shred 
of security in the embattled region.

Russian television, quoting an army 
spokesman, said the unit was “blocked 
but under control." The regiment is 
expected to move to Gyandzha, Azer
baijani second largest city.

Scores of Bodies
The order to pull out was issued on 

Friday, the same day Armenian mili
tiamen attacked the Azerbaijani-popu
lated town of Khojaly, near Stepana
kert.

The attack has become the source of 
passionate charges and counter
charges, and reports from the warring 
sides differed widely. Azerbaijani refu
gees reaching Baku, the capital ol

■nit fmm the embattlsC «nc
i»ma Koratxkh. relative* m,.

Pullout Opposed
Nagorno-Karabakh is populated 

largely by Armenians, but it has been 
within Azerbaijan since it was append
ed to that republic in 1923. Compound
ing the problem is the fact that Azer
baijanis are predominantly Muslim, 
while Armenians are Christian._______

The army insists that its forces have 
remained neutral in the fighting. But 
today Izvestia quoted deserters from 
the unit who said the army had been 
involved in fighting against Azerbai
jani units shelling Stepanakert.

Armenia and Armenians in Nagorno- 
Karabakh argued strenuously against 
withdrawal. A statement issued by the 
local authorities declared that resi
dents of the embattled enclave “are' 
outraged by the premature decision to 
withdraw the regiment which stood in 
the way of total destruction of the 
capital city.”

But President Ayaz Mutalibov of 
Azerbaijan was equally vocal in de
manding the withdrawal of the unit, 
and Moscow came under additional 
pressure from the Committee of Sol-

blixkcd by A.-menijn
’the tow, of Kftojaly

Azerbaijan, asserted that Armenian 
forces overran the Azerbaijani-popu
lated town and then killed people try
ing to flee.

Reporters taken to a nearby town by 
Azerbaijani authorities were shown 
scores of bodies, including women and 
children, scattered in the snow along 
the road out of Khojaly, some appar
ently mutilated. The police said that 
they had recovered the bodies of 120

X
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Former Soviet Troops Blamed in Ethnic Strife 
The New York Times, March 5, 1992, pg. A6

MOSCOW, March 4 (AP) — Azerbai
jan accused former Soviet troops today 
of joining with Armenian forces in kiil-

Former Soviet Troops
Blamed in Ethnic Strife

ing Azerbaijanis trying to flee a be
sieged town in the disputed enclave of 
N ago rno-Karaba kh.

At a news conterence, officials 
played a videotape showing dozens of 
corpses. An Azerbaijani presidential 
spokesman, Rasim Agayev, said at 
least 1,000 people died in the attack last 
week at Khojaly.

Mr. Agayev said armored personnel 
carriers and tanks of the 366th Motor
ized Rifles, a force now under the con
trol of the Commonwealth of Independ
ent States that has been ordered to 
withdraw from the region, surrounded 
Khojaly on Feb. 25 and 26.

A spokesman for the commonwealth 
army, Col. Ivan Skrylnyk, denied Azer
baijan's allegations.
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Ethnic War in the Caucasus Finds New Depths of Carnage 
Francis Clines,
The New York Times, March 8, 1992, pg. 1/20

enclave told of tank barrages, families 
destroyed by point-blank gunfire, of 
looting, rape and hostage taking. This 
is a plague of terrors heard as well 
from assaulted Armenian villages, but. 
lately with heightened death tolls and 
heavier military assaults.

“We are defeated now," said Elshad 
Gulayev, an Azerbaijan nationalist 
guerrilla who roams the front line of 
Azerbaijan villages surrounding the 
enclave, where tank, rocket and artil
lery barrages have become common-

AGDAM, Azerbaijan, March 5 — As 
Hadjayev Hakhverdy washes the 
corpses of gunshot children and mud- 
liated adults here at the valley mosque, 
all the despair and defeat of Azerbaijan 
seems at hand in his ministrations af
ter four years of undeclared war with 
Armenia over the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“I have cleaned 200 since Feb. 26," 
said the mosque worker, aghast as he 
wrapped for burial another decapitat
ed male corpse fresh from the war 
between Armenians and Azerbaijanis, 
which appears to be setting new stand
ards for carnage and vendetta. “Some 
are so broken, but we must bury 
them/*

Azerbaijan appears to be losing the 
communal war as Nagorno-Karabakh 
boils over once again and the Arme
nian majority in the enclave continues 
to prevail in its campaign towrest total 
self-government from Azerbaijan.

Government Collapses

The Azerbaijan Government in Baku 
was in a slate of collapse this week 
because of the public’s outrage over its 
inability to protect the scores of Azer
baijanis killed in an Armenian guerril
la attack on Khojaly, a city 10 miles 
southwest of here offering control of 
the airport for the enclave’s capital, 
Stepanakert.

[Ayaz Mutalibov, President of 
Azerbaijan, resigned Friday under 
criticism of his ability to control the 
violence in Nagorno-Karabakh. 1______
Survivors who crawled through the 

woods to this town just outside the 

By FRANCIS X. CLINES
Special to The New York Times
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Azerbaijan population from Nagorno- 
Karabakh. The point to remember.

!

menians in the Khojaly raid as the 
politics of the collapsed union drasti-
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callv readjust.
Increasingly, the Baku Government 

is trying to broaden the issue and draw 
the Bush Administration in, after pre-

however, is that al! this fighting is 
taking place on Azerbaijan territory, 
our sacred land where we once be
friended the Armenians, Let me tell 
you, Azerbaijan will find the force and

Azerbaijan officials who once count
ed on Soviet troops to support their 
political control over the enclave 
charged that some of the soldiers be
came mercenaries and joined the Ar- 

Azerbaijan seems 
to be the loser in 
the conflict.

place from Armenian points a half mile 
across the valley.

11 But the Armenians can keep Kara- 
bakh only by killing our entire nation, 
all of Azerbaijan,” the guerrilla contin
ued, furious after seeing this day’s 
fresh graves receive some of the seven 
victims of overnight fighting in neigh
boring villages along the Nagorno-Ka- 

"Help us get our corpses back,” a 
visitor was begged by Sadikhov Mush
fig, a villager in Shaly. He gestured 
cautiously down inio a pastoral-looking 
valley from behind an earthen redoubt 
blocking the road to the west toward 
the Armenian villages. Corpse-taking 
and mutilation are a special part of the 
war's bitter vendetta.

Calls for Retaliation
Politicians in Baku are under great 

pressure from the public’s anger and 
calls for retaliation. They are threaten
ing to escalate the conflict further by 
using the freedom delivered through 
the colldpse of the Soviet Union to build 
a republic army and fight back against 
the Armenian strongholds of the re
gion, which lies midway between the 
Black and Caspian Seas,

“The Armenians are close to their 
goal,” said Seyavush Velimamenov, 
one of the Baku Government’s chief 
administrators in the Nagorno-Kara
bakh region. “They have pushed the 

nal matter. Azerbaijan contends that 
"the Armenian lobby” in the United 
States has swayed the White House and 
bankrolled the Armenian guerrillas in 
the conflict, in which an estimated2,000 
civilians have been killed on both sides 
_in_theJ[a5£jfcjiiJirjzei2XS^^^^^_^^^^^_ 

Administration Is Wary
The Bush Administration has begun 

to move warily into the evolving poli
tics of the Caucasus and Central Asia. 
But when Secretary of State James A. 
Baker 3d recently made an ambitious 
barnstorming tour of the republics’, he 
made a point of stressing that the 
White House had no intention of getting 
Involved in any way in the Lebanon-like 
dilemma of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict and its gnarled politics.

Republic officials in Baku now con
cede that they are down to their last 
holdout city in the enclave. It is Shusha, 
a traditional mountain redoubt, the last 
of 54 communities once populated by 
Azerbaijanis, who have fled by the tens 
of thousands to sanctuary in the great
er Azerbaijan republic.

Threatened Armenian villagers sim
ilarly have been put to flight in the last, 
few years of vicious cut-and-thrust j 
raids in which the picturesque moun
tains have reverberated with crossed 
choruses demanding revenge. Both Ar
menia and Azerbaijan lay claim to the- 
autonomous region.

More than 120,000 Armenians live in 
the territory, which was accorded a 
separate status within Azerbaijan in 
1923. Under the greater freedoms of 
the Gorbachev era, Armenians agitat
ed for full ties with the Armenian re
public. but Azerbaijan sought to stiffen 
its control

New revenge raids by Azerbaijanis 
were already reported this week in 
Armenian villages as Baku officials 
feared the ultimate step in the territo
rial conflict: the attempt to create a 
corridor linking Armenia and Nagorno- 
Karabakh. which are only a few miles 
apart at the enclave’s sosfthwest tip.
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Armenia has denied any direct stra
tegic involvement in the struggle of the 
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh, but 
its public and politicians are no less 
assertive about the region than Azer
baijan, Armenia thus far has no plans 
for a separate army, preferring to 
share the protection of formerly Soviet 
units inherited by the new Common
wealth of Independent States,

Last year, it was Armenia's turn to 
bear the brunt of outrage. Its own 
village guerrillas in Nagorno-Kara
bakh were brutally moved out of outly
ing regions by Azerbaijan officials who 
Still had the force of Soviet troops to 
exercise Azerbaijan’s political man
date over the enclave.

But the balance has shifted with the 
Soviet collapse, and a complex new 
world of post-Communlst politics Is be
ing defined in the Caucasus. Azerbai
jan, a predominantly Islamic republic, 
accuses the Russian Government of 
turning 180 degrees and using some 
remaining Soviet troops to fight on the 
side of Armenia, which is largely Chris
tian,

i
I

The-New Ynrfc Tlsiwfc 
People reaching Agdam have told 
of tank barrages, looting and 
atrocities in Nagorno-Karabakh.

>/•

* ^tr cKhoJaly-4»* Stepanakert 
t ‘"V \ r'*’*

Such powerful neighbors as Turkey 
and Iran are closely watching the 
struggle over the enclave with rival 
sympathies. They, in turn, arc being 
watched by Western diplomats trying 
to estimate the larger regional implica
tions for the future.

Some Russian soldiers have come 
forward to back Azerbaijan’s claims 
about their units’ pro-Arm enian in
volvement But partisanship is denied 
by the Russian Government of Presi
dent Boris N. Yeltsin* He has again 
called for mediation but, like President 
Bush, appears wary of being heavily 
drawn into the internecine conflict.

Using New Freedoms
A new part of the tragedy of Nagor

no-Karabakh is that the freedom ac
cruing from the collapse of Soviet dic
tatorship is being used to deepen the 
conflict. No apologies are offered even 

’’They came into our house and told 
us to run or we’d be burned alive,' ’ said 
Akhmed Memedev, an 11-year-old ref
ugee from the Khojaly raid who de
scribed being shot in the hand in a 
spray of marauders’ bullets, ‘“'They 
broke everything we had and threw a 
grenade that wounded my big brother 
and my mother.”

”1 saw Natavan Usubovan die with 
her mother from another grenade,” 
said the boy, referring to a 4-year-oid 
girl-

The boy, lying in a makeshift hospi
tal bed in a railroad train, did not 
directly answer the question of wheth
er he might some day like to join the 
Azerbaijan guerrillas. ”if the Arme
nians could suffer like this, they would 
not have done it." he said.

AZERBAIJANI ' 
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The War That Shouldn't Be
Hafiz Mir Jalal Pashayev,
The Wall Street Journal, March 22, 1994, pg. A15
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Felix Corley’s article "The Forgotten 
War” (editorial page* March 3) provides a 
very narrow view of the conflict between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. It Is similar to 
the views of the Armenian-American 
lobby, which constantly portrays Armenia 
and Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh as a 
beleaguered people under attack by Azer
baijan. The essential fact is, the Armenian 
forces have effective control of one-fourth 
of the territory of Azerbaijan.

The United Nations estimates that 
there are now more than LI million 
refugees in Azerbaijan as a result of this 
conflict. The U.S. cannot directly help 
these refugees because the Armenian 
lobby got Congress to enact a ban on as
sistance, including humanitarian assis
tance to Azerbaijan.

Wtille this U.S. law is being enforced, 
others have been neglected. Stipulations 
contained in the fiscal 1994 Foreign Opera
tions Appropriations bill stated that no 
funds shall be made available to a "govern-

.GEORGIA

RUSSIA
..... . .. .

. /.IRAN'

ment of the New Independent States of the 
former Soviet Union which directs any ac
tion in violation of the territorial integrity 
of any other New Independent State.’*

Mr. Corley also makes the classic mis
take of believing that this war is being car
ried out by Karabakh Armenians alone 
(100,000 Armenians against seven million 
Azerbaijanis). This is the same fiction put 
forward by Serbia. The Karabakh Armeni
ans, like the Bosnian Serbs, do not have 
the heavy weaponry, artillery and heli
copters to carry out a war of aggression. 
The war material all comes from Armenia 
itself, along with many of the military per
sonnel. It is no coincidence that the same 
person serves as defense minister of Ar- 
menia and Karabakh. While Mr. Corley 
speaks of the massacre at Sumgait where 
“dozens’’ of Armenians were killed, he ne
glects to mention the Khojaly massacre of 
Feb, 25. 1992, In one night, this town of 
7.000 was overrun by Armenian forces, 
hundreds of civilians were killed, thou
sands were forcibly expelled, and the en
tire town destroyed. Other towns in the Ar
menian-occupied territory have experi
enced similar fates. __________

Without citing any evidence, Mr. Cor- 
ley confidently asserts that “mercenaries 
from Iran and elsewhere’* are aiding the 
Azerbaijani war effort, while failing to dis
cuss widely circulated reports that Armen
ian commanders have "received military 
training at secret facilities in Libya and 
Lebanon’* (Eurasian Report, Winter 1992).

Resolving the longstanding conflict be
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan will re
quire the best efforts of a U.S. that is com
mitted to an evenhanded policy in our 
troubled region. One-sided reports such as 
Mr. CorleyX however well-intended, do 
little to further the education of either the 
policy-making community or the public.

Hafiz Mir Jalal Pashayev 
Ambassador 

Republic of Azerbaijan
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From Reuters
T> AKU, Azerbaijan—The government of Azerbaijan declared 
JJthree days of mourning Saturday after the republic suffered
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Heavy Losses Spur Azerbaijan to Call for 3 Days of Mourning 
Los Angeles Times, March 1, 1992, pg. A12

heavy losses in an upsurge of fighting with Armenia over the 
disputed territory of bJagornn-Karahakh

The Baku government said many people had died in the battle 
for the strategic town of Khojaly, captured by Armenian fighters 
Wednesday. Correspondents in the area said large numbers of 
bodies were being brought down the hillsides by refugees._______

Neither Azerbaijan nor Armenia reported any new fighting 
Saturday, a day after two Azerbaijani villages in and near 
Nagorno-Karabakh came under heavy attack.

Both countries are former Soviet republics and members of the 
new Commonwealth of Independent States that replaced the 
Soviet Union last December,

Nationalists accusing Azerbaijani President Ayaz Mutalibov of 
failing to back their combatants called off a mfiss rally, saying they 
feared an attack from former Soviet troops still deployed around 
the city.

Most Baku streets were deserted, with Azerbaijani flags, fringed 
with black, fluttering from buildings. But small groups gathered to 
commemorate the dead in last week’s clashes.

Forty-seven fresh graves of victims had been dug and more 
were being prepared.

The centuries-old dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh, muted 
during seven decades of Soviet rule in Armenia and Azerbaijan, 
exploded in 1988 and more than 1,000 people have since died.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------——-----------------------------------

Heavy Losses Spur Azerbaijan 
to Call for 3 Days of Mourning
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K#OSCOW—Ethnic fighting flared in a 
IVA southwestern splinter of the former

| Residents of Khojaly in Nagorno-Karabakh gather to pray for massacre wctim7 '|

with bringing out the 366th Motorized
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By CAREY GOLDBERG 
TIMES STAFF WRITER

■ Unrest: Clashes kill four in 
the former Soviet republic of 
Moldova, while shelling 
reportedly kills up to 50 in 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Toll Mounts in Ethnic Warfare
Carey Goldberg,
Los Angeles Times, March 3, 1992, pg. A2
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Western reporters in the region said 
they had seen dozens of Azerbaijani corps- 

^^bmUTeyhadnooRiciaHeaiheount^^
me rigntmg in Moldova broke out in a 

secessionist region of 700.000people known 
as the Dniester Republic, an area largely 
populated by Russians who want inde
pendence from the ethnic Romanians of 
Moldova. Moldova refuses to part with the 
region, and fighting has broken out repeat
edly over its fate.

Early Monday morning, according to 
Russian news agency reports, separatists 
backed by Cossacks attempted to storm 
police headquarters in the city of Dubos- 
sary. a strategic spot on the main road to 
Ukraine and the site of several past clashes. 

In similar incidents in December, seven 
people were reported killed.

In the wake of Monday s fighting, the 
Parliament of the Dniester Republic im
posed a state of emergency on the Dubos- 
sary region, including a curfew, and Dnies
ter Republic guards took control of the 
bridges across the Dniester River to pre
vent attacks from Moldova proper.

the ethnic bloodshed unleashed by the 
Soviet Union’s reforms and subsequent 
collapse, is withdrawing the regiment, 
despite the danger that its departure could 
remove the last buffer between the war
ring Armenians and Azerbaijanis in the 
mountainous enclave.

Armenian President Levon Ter-Petro
syan said Monday that the regiment has 
been “a stabilizing factor" and its with
drawal was "not well thought out. . . . 
Taking this division out could further

bakh.”
But the regiment had been under orders 

since late last year not to interfere in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh fighting and forced to 
passively undergo shelling that has killed 
or wounded several soldiers.

Its withdrawal was reported already

Soviet Union on Monday, while continuing 
battles brought dozens of new deaths in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region, where an Af
ghanistan War hero was dispatched by 
Russia to withdraw the last of the Soviet 
troops. 

In a breakaway section of the former 
Soviet republic of Moldova, clashes be
tween separatists and police left four dead, 
including two Cossacks; 15 people also 
were injured, according to reports from the 
region, near the Romanian border. Moldo
van President Mircea Snegur’s spokesmen 
complained that the unrest was timed to 
embarrass him just as he accepted U.N. 
membership for Moldova on Monday in 
New York. 

In Nagorno-Karabakh, where a bitter
territorial dispute has cost more than I.OfXI destabilize the situation in Nagorno-Kara- 
Armenians and Azerbaijanis their lives Kn‘'h

over the last four years, up to 50 people 
were reported killed in weekend shelling of 
the predominantly Azerbaijani town of 
Shusha, 

Gen. Boris Gromov, who led the Soviet 
withdrawal from Afghanistan and was 
himself the last man to leave, was charged under way Monday, with columns of troops 
with bringing out the 366th Motorized Hnd equipment headed out of the moun- 
Infantry Regiment, the last former Soviet famous region under heavy cover and with 
unit remaining in Nagorno-Karabakh, ac- no interference from local militants, 
cording to Russian Television. Russian President Sons N. Yeltsin, who

Russia, reluctant to remain embroiled in has said openly that he sees no reason why 
"Russian boys” should die in others' bat
tles, left Monday for a planned two-week 
vacation in the Black Sea resort town of 

Meantime. Azerbaijani accusations also 
mounted Monday of a massacre in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh town of Khojaly. 
where Azerbaijani officials say that 1,000 
people died in an Armenian attack last 
week Armenia demes that anywhere near 
as many people died when its militants took 
the town.
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officer, told the AP that the Azer
baijanis were having difficulty re
trieving the dead because Armeni
an fighters were demanding

gasoline and weapons before al
lowing the Azerbaijanis to take the 

bodies.
The Khojaly attack demon

strates just what many Nagorno- 
Karabakh residents say they fear 
will happen once the 366th Motor
ized Infantry Regiment, the last 
former Soviet unit in the region, 
withdraws, removing the last buff
er between warring Armenians 
and Azerbaijanis.

The regiment’s departure was 
suspended Tuesday after one of its 
soldiers was killed in a shooting 
overnight and both Armenian mili
tants and civilians moved to block 
the exit route.

Karabakh Furor Grows as Bodies Are Recovered 
Carey Goldberg,
Los Angeles Times, March 4, 1992, pg. A6

bakh battles—which have hereto
fore claimed about 1,000 lives in 
four years of bloody dispute over 
the mountainous, fertile enclave- 
are escalating into a frightening 
new phase.

"If a whole city with all its 
inhabitants has really been erased 
from the face of the earth, then the 
war in Nagorno-Karabakh that 
was born of ethnic conflict has 
moved into its most terrible 
stage—a war for mutual extermi
nation," commented Izvestia, the 
main Russian afternoon newspa

per.
Armenian spokesmen insist that 

Khojaly was inhabited mainly by 
Azerbaijani fighters who used the 
town as a base to rain down shells 
on the Armenian-populated capital 
of Stepanakert and to control its 
airport. Since Khojaly was taken, 
they say, much of the shelling of 
Stepanakert has ceased.

Reporting further bloodshed, 
Armenians said Tuesday that a 
helicopter carrying Armenian 
women and children was shot 
down by enemy fighters near the 
Azerbaijani town of Kelbadzhar; 
the Armenians asserted that 30 of 
their people were killed.

■ Civil war: Officials say at least 120 Azerbaijanis were 
killed in Armenian attack on the town of Khojaly.

By CAREY GOLDBERG 
pMES STAFF WRITER

OSCOW—As former Soviet 
troops seeking to pull out of

the Nagorno-Karabakh war zone 
were attacked by Armenian mili
tants and had to delay their depar
ture on Tuesday, the furor built 
over Azerbaijani claims that 1,000 
people died when Armenians 
stormed the Nagorno-Karabakh 
town of Khojaly.

Azerbaijani and Armenian ac
counts of the Khojaly incident 
contradict each other in almost 
every detail, down to the size of the 
town. The Armenians say Khojaly 
was a roadside village} the Azer
baijanis say it was a thriving city of 
10.000 that has now been wiped 
out.

A few miles away, in Agdam, 
Azerbaijan—a city where riot po
lice were patrolling—Western 
news agencies quoted authorities 
as saying they have recovered the 
bodies of 120 Azerbaijanis, alleged
ly killed as they fled the Armenian 
assault on Khojaly; the Azerbaijan
is asserted that they were being 
blocked from retrieving more dead. 

TV broadcasts on Tuesday 
showed the bodies of dozens of 
people, including women and chil
dren, scattered on hillsides outside 
Khojaly. Azerbaijani men with Ka
lashnikov rifles slung over their 
shoulders sobbed as they collected 
the bodies, some of which had been 
mutilated.

A brick-and-wood one-story 
building next to Agdam’s mosque 
was transformed into a temporary 
morgue, housing four badly muti
lated corpses Tuesday evening, the 
Associated Press Said. Coffins were 
stacked up outside the morgue. 

Sgt. Ilgar Aliev, a riot police 

M
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Enclave Horror Echoed in a Cameraman's Sobs
Carey Goldberg,
Los Angeles Times, March 5, 1992, pg. A4

By CAR GY GOLDBERG
TIMliS STAFF WRITER

CSCOW—As the camera 
panned from sere winter 

weeds to the frozen corpse of a 
small child in a red snowsuit, then 
to a duster of five dead women 
with bloodied, discolored faces, the 
cameraman’s own sobs made up 
the soundtrack,
; The horror of the scene over
powered him, Azerbaijan Televi
sion cameraman Chingiz Musta- 

fayev admitted Wednesday at a 
Moscow news conference called to 
bring world attention to the deaths 
at Khojaly, the Nagorno-Karabakh 
town stormed by Armenian mili
tants last week,
r *‘A square with a radius of 500 
meters was just scattered with 
Corpses,” Mustafayev said, de
scribing what officials in Azerbai
jan have termed a massacre.
I Azerbaijani spokesmen say that 
as many as 1.000 people were killed 
and 300 taken hostage on the night 
of Feb. 25 when Khojaly was taken; 
Armenian officials in Nagorno- 
Karabakh say the Azerbaijani ac
count “docs not correspond to real
ity” and estimate that 80 Khojaly 
residents died.
J The Nagorno-Karabakh Parlia
ment’s press center also says that 
fctustafayev’s video was falsified; 

the corpses it shows were part of a 
general exchange of Armenian and 
Azerbaijani dead that occurred on 
Sunday, rather than in the after

math of a single massacre, the 

wcrekilledT ________
»' But Ivan Skrylnik, the Common
wealth Defense Ministry spokes- 
plan, denied outright that the regi
ment, whose role is officially 
neutral, could have helped Arme
nian militants surround Khojaly 
and occupy it. He acknowledged, 
however, that deserters who have 
reportedly absconded with several 
armored vehicles could have par
ticipated in the battle.
y The 366th, a motorized infantry 
regiment long caught helplessly 
beLwcen the two warring sides, 
tyas set to withdraw by land on 
Monday. But its departure has been 
blocked by fighting in the area. Its 
commanders announced Wednes
day that its equipment would have 
to be airlifted to neighboring Gcor-

Enclave Hor ro r Echoed
in a Cameraman’s Sobs
■ Karabakh: Film is shown in Moscow ns Azerbaijanis 
iind Armenians again trade chargcsover Khojaly attack.

; Whatever the exact death count, 
Khojaly clearly constitutes the lat
est tragedy in four years of inter
necine Azerbaijani-Armenian 
fighting over the mountainous en
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh. The 
ivarfarc had already left more than 
1,000 dead, wrecked the local econ
omy and turned thousands of vil
lagers into homeless refugees. 
; At Wednesday’s news confer
ence presenting Mustafayev’s vid
eotape along with eyewitness ac
counts and official comments, 
Azerbaijani presidential adviser 
Rasim Agayev also accused the 
last regiment of former Soviet 
soldiers left in Nagorno-Karabakh 
of participating in the assault on 
Khojaly.
■.."This crime was committed by 
the 366th Regiment” of the Com
monwealth of Independent States 
armed forces to frighten Azerbai
jan out of its pursuit of a full- 
fledged national army, Agayev 
said. “This can be qualified as a war 
crime. This can be qualified as a 
genocide because only Azerbaijanis
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The cameraman said that a sur- 
vjvor had told him that militants 
seeking gold and money had put 
guns to the heads of those already 
wounded as they lay helplessly on 
the ground. They demanded their 
valuables and then shot them. That 
would explain the many point
blank head wounds, he said.

said he found two corpses with part 
of their scalps removed and one 
dead woman with one side of her 
face cut away. He speculated that 
the corpses had been mutilated to 
intimidate opposition fighters, or 
perhaps that soldiers brought back 
body parts to their commanders to 
show they had been actively kill
ing people.

Commonwealth television car
ried a small fragment of the tape, 
commenting that "it's a horrifying 
picture" and that the residents of 
Khojaly, formerly a town of about 
7.000, had met a "tragic fate."

gia and that most of its personnel 
were already being flown out____

Khojaly residents are convinced 
the regiment helped in the town’s 
capture because, they told report
ers, they were surrounded on three 
sides by at least 40 armored vehi
cles; they insist that Armenian 
militants do not have nearly that 
number of armored vehicles.

The field of corpses that Musla- 
fayev said he taped last Friday lies 
east of Khojaly, between the Ar
menian towns of Askeran and 
Nakhichevanik, on the escape 
route that Khojaly residents took 
toward the nearest Azerbaijani 
town, Agdam.

ZA leg Aliev, a 40-year-old Kho- 
V/jaly bookkeeper who survived 
the assault, said a large group of 
people fleeing the fighting had just 
emerged from the forest into the 
field when at least two armored 
vehicles manned by Armenian 
fighters, apparently waiting in am
bush, opened fire on them with 
machine guns. "They thought they 
had already reached a safe place,” 
he said of his neighbors and rela
tives, "They were just a little way 
from Agdam. And then they were 
all shot.”

Mustafayev said he had counted 
more than 100 bodies in the field. 
Many of the three dozen or so 
corpses shown in the tape were 
women and children, some with 
head wounds but others with no 
visible injuries. Much of their 
clothing was in disarray, as if they 
had been searched.
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■ Karabakh: Film is seen at a Moscow press conference 

as Armenians and foes again trade charges over attack.

By CAREY GOLDBERG 
TIMES STAFF WRITER

tape along with eyewitness ac
counts and official comments. 
Azerbaijani presidential adviser 
Rasim Agayev also accused the 
last regiment of former Soviet 
soldiers left in Nagorno-Karabakh 
of participating in the assault on 
Khojaly.

“This crime was committed by 
the 366th Regiment" of the Com
monwealth of Independent States 
armed forces to frighten Azerbai
jan out of its pursuit of a full- 
fledged national army, Agayev 
said. "This can be qualified as a war 
crime. This can be qualified as a 
genocide because only Azerbaijanis 
were killed.”

But Ivan Skrylnik, the t'ommon- 
wealth Defense Ministry spokes
man, denied outright that the regi

ment, whose role is officially neu
tral, could have helped Armenian 
militants surround Khojaly and oc
cupy it. He acknowledged, howev
er, that deserters who have report
edly absconded with several 
armored vehicles could have par-

The field of corpses that Musta- 
fayev said he taped last Friday lies 
east of Khojaly, between the Ar
menian towns of Askeran and 
Nakhichevanik, on the escape 
route that Khojaly residents took 
toward the nearest Azerbaijani 
town. Agdam.

On Videotape, the Horror of 
Khojaly
Carey Goldberg,
Los Angeles Times, March 5, 1992 
pg. A1

<Aleg Aliev, a 40-year-old Kho- 
v-J jaly bookkeeper who survived 
the assault, said a large group of 
people fleeing the fighting had just 
emerged from the forest into the 
field when at least two armored 
vehicles manned by Armenian 
fighters, apparently waiting in am
bush, opened fire on them with 
machine guns. “They thought they 
had already reached a safe place," 
he said of his neighbors and rela
tives. "They were just a little way 
from Agdam. And then they were 
all shot.’

Mustafayev said he had counted 
more than 100 bodies in the field. 
Many of the three dozen or so 
corpses shown in the tape were 
women and children, some with 
head wounds but others with no 
visible injuries. Much of their 
clothing was in disarray.___________

The cameraman said that a sur
vivor had told him that militants 
seeking gold and money had put 
guns to the heads of those already 
wounded as they lay helplessly on 
the ground. They demanded their 
valuables and then shot them. That 
would explain the many point- 
blank head wounds, he said.

When Mustafayev returned to 
the site again Monday, he said he 
found two corpses with part of 
their scalps removed and one dead 
woman with one side of her face 
cut away.

Commonwealth television car
ried a small fragment of the tape, 
commenting that “it’s a horrifying 
picture” and that the residents of 
Khojaly. formerly a town of about 
7,000, had met a “tragic fate."

On Videotape, the 
Horror of Khojaly A T OSCOW—As the camera 

1V1 panned from sere winter 
weeds to the frozen corpse of a 
small child in a red snowsuit, then 
to a cluster of five dead women 
with bloodied, discolored faces, the 
cameraman’s own sobs made up 
the soundtrack.

The horror of the scene over
powered him, Azerbaijan Televi
sion cameraman Chingiz Musta
fayev admitted Wednesday at a 
Moscow news conference called to 
bring world attention to the deaths 
at Khojaly, the Nagorno-Karabakh 
town stormed by Armenian mili
tants last week.

“A square with a radius of 500 
meters was just scattered with 
corpses," Mustafayev said, de
scribing what officials in Azerbai
jan have termed a massacre.

Azerbaijani spokesmen say that 
as many as 1,000 people were killed 
and 300 taken hostage on the night 
of Feb. 25 when Khojaly was taken; 
Armenian officials in Nagorno- 
Karabakh say the Azerbaijani ac
count "does not correspond to real
ity” and estimate that 80 Khojaly 
residents died.______________________

The Nagorno-Karabakh Parlia
ment's press center also says that 
Mustafayev’s video was falsified; 
the corpses it shows were part of a 
general exchange of Armenian and 
Azerbaijani dead that occurred on 
Sunday, rather than in the after
math of a single massacre, the 
press center says.

Whatever the exact death count, 
Khojaly clearly constitutes the lat
est tragedy in four years of inter
necine Azerbaijani-Armenian 
fighting over the mountainous en
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh.
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ians were killed by Azerbaijanis in 
the Armenian village of Kazanchi, 
also near Agdam,

There was no way to independ
ently verify either report.

In the Azerbaijan capital, Baku, 
Parliament met in emergency ses-. 
sion, and President Ayaz Mutalibov 
said the main task is to strengthen 
the country’s borders and form a 
well-equipped regular army, the 
Azeriform-Tass news agency re
ported.

That was a direct rejection of

Calls for Karabakh Cease-Fire Ignored; Mass Killing Investigated 
Los Angeles Times, March 6, 1992, pg. A11

thousands of people drawn to a 
rally by the opposition Popular 
Front of Azerbaijan shouted for the 
resignation of the government 
leadership and a demilitarized zone 
^n^^gornorKarabakhj^^^^^^^

Adil Agayev, the prosecutor 
leading an investigation into the 
killing of Azerbaijani civilians by 
Armenians in Khojaly, said Thurs
day that 200 bodies were recovered 
from the hills and forests around 
the Azerbaijani town.

Agayev also charged that the 
Armenians are holding about 600 
women and children hostage in 
Nagorno-Karabakh’s capital, Ste
panakert.

Nagorno-Karabakh, a moun
tainous region 1,100 miles south
east of Moscow, is populated most
ly by Christian Armenians but has 
been controlled since 1923 by Mus
lim Azerbaijan.

The Azerbaijani president’s of
fice said 12 people were killed in 
overnight shelling by Armenians 
of the Azerbaijani village of Syrk- 
havend, 15 miles northwest of this 
city.

The independent Armenian 
news agency Snark said 16 civil

sources reported that overnight 
attacks left a dozen or so dead on 
each side in this deeply divided 
multi-ethnic region.

The deaths came despite a peace 
effort launched Wednesday by 
Presidents Boris N. Yeltsin of Rus
sia and Nursultan Nazarbayev of 

Kazakhstan.
Before the latest reports of a 

massacre, at least 1,000 Azerbai
janis and Armenians had lost their 
lives in fighting over the last four 

years.

Nazarbayev’s peace proposal 
Wednesday, which urged a mora
torium on forming such armies by 
members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States.

Mutalibov said Azerbaijan has 
experienced setbacks in Nagorno- 
Karabakh because Russia is help
ing Armenia, according to the Tur

an news agency.
Azerbaijan has accused the Rus

sian-led Commonwealth troops of 
participating with Armenian forces 
in the mass killing in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh town of Khojaly. A Com
monwealth military spokesman 
denied the charge.

Outside Parliament m Baku, 

AGDAM, Azerbaijan—Militants 
/Thursday ignored new calls for a 
;e£ase-fire in the disputed enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, and a pros- 
ecutdr investigating a mass killing 
,said 200 Azerbaijani bodies have 
been recovered.
' The prosecutor also charged for 

the. first time that Armenia is 
/Holding hundreds of women and 
/(Children hostage in the conflict.

Armenian and Azerbaijani 
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600 Azerbaijanis Slain at Khojaly, Investigator Says
Hugh Pope,
Los Angeles Times, June 12, 1992, pg. A6

■ Civil war: Ethnic battle 
with Armenians in 
February was the bloodiest 
since the Soviet breakup.

By HUGH POPE 
special ro rut times

war, is a driving principle of the 
3-week-old, nationalist Popular 
Front government in Baku, which 
is bitterly convinced that the West 
believes that only Muslim Azerbai
janis kill Christian Armenians, not 
the other way around.

That aim has narrowed any room 
for Abulfez Elchibey, recently 
elected Azerbaijan’s president, to 
compromise on this republic’s de
mand for continued sovereignty 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, a Cauca
sus mountain enclave where 
150,000 Armenians and 30,000 
Azerbaijanis lived before ethnic 
war began four years ago.

A confirmed death toll from 
Khojaly has been slow to emerge 
for many reasons, mainly the chaos 
of a new nation in the throes of a 
nationalist revolution.

The first official reports said that 
184 peoplE had died, but that was 
only the number that could be 
initially examined by Azerbaijan’s 
forensic scientists.

civilians, were killed by Armenian 
forces during a bloody February 
engagement in the Nagorno-Kara
bakh town of Khojaly, the chief of 
the official Azerbaijani investiga- 
tion said Thursday,

The figure is double any previ- 
otis reliable report on the casualties 
in the worst ethnic battle to follow 
the breakup of the Soviet Union, 
but it is in line with unofficial 
estimates made by foreign diplo
mats and aid workers in the capital

“The figure of 600 dead is a 
minimum. But it will take several 
more months for us to reach a final 
list,” state prosecutor Aydin Rasu
lov said. Rasulov heads a 15-man 
team investigating what is known 
in Azerbaijan as "the Khojaly Di
saster."

The Azerbaijani defeat during 
what some say was a fighting 
retreat and others call a “massa
cre” brought down the govern
ment of Communist President Ay- 
az Mutalibov, led to the Azerbaijani 
loss of its last hold on the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh and 
drastically hardened Azerbaijani 
opinion against Armenia.

ary, 1990, to stop pogrom-like kill
ings of Armenians and stem un
rest—is supported in his caictila-

The official tally by Azerbaijani 
Defense Ministry spokeswoman 
Leila Yunusova is taken from casu
alty lists published in May in the 
Baku newspaper Ordu, which list
ed 479 victims by name and 200 
unidentifiable bodies.

Khojaly Mayor Elman Memme- 
dov is compiling his own list and 
said he has narrowed the range of 
the death toll to between 580 and 
630 through interviews with people 
displaced from Khojaly to 40 dif

ferent districts of Azerbaijan.
"Government officials talk non

sense, saying there were 1,000 or 
2,000 dead. We want to get it 
right,” said Memmedov, still 
mourning the loss of his mother 
and 30 close relatives at Khoialv.

Between 300 and 350 bodies have 
been recovered so far, and the rest 
are believed to be scattered in and 
around Khojaly. Memmedov said. 
About 700 people taken hostage 
during the fighting have been 
swapped with the Armenians for 
gasoline and for people captured by 
the Armenians.

“They took everything, tnclud- 

ing everybody's gold teeth, even 
from the hostages (prisoners],’' 
Memmedov asserted.

Francois Zen Ruffinen, head of 
the Internationa] Committee of the 
Red Cross delegation in Baku, said 
that the Muslim imam of the city of 
Agdam near Khojaly has reported a 
total of 580 bodies, mostly those of 
civilians, that were received at his 
mosque from Khojaly.

“We do not count the bodies. But 
the figure seems reasonable. It is 
no fantasy," Zen Ruffinen said. 
"We have some idea since wc gave 
the body bags and products to 
wash the dead,”

A ccording to the scientists’ 
xx. findings, fatalities included 51 
Women and 13 children. Gunshots 
killed 151 of the 184; axes and other 
instruments were used to kill 10, 
they said. Explosions killed three 
people hiding in a snowbound for
est outside the town. The other 20 
people were killed by shrapnel.

Thirty-three people showed 
signs of mutilation, including eyes 
gouged out or ears, noses or sexual 
organs cut off, according to the 
specialists’ report.

Prof. Rafik Youssifov, Azerbai
jan's chief forensic scientist, said: 
“We only saw a small percentage 
of the dead. We are Muslims, and 
these bodies must be buried within 
24 hours."

Prosecutor Rasulov—who made 
his name with a two-year study of 
the people killed when Soviet 
troops moved into Baku in Janu
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Armenians killed 1,000, Azeris charge
Paul Quinn-Judge,
The Boston Globe, March 3, 1992, pg.1

AP PHOTO

An Azeri woman mourns her slain father in Agdam.

BAKU, Azerbaijan - Azerbaijan charged yesterday that Ar
menian militants massacred men, women and children after 
forcing them from a town in Nagorno-Karabakh last week.

Azerbaijani officials said 1,000 Azeris had been killed in the 
town of Khojaly and that Armenian fighters then slaughtered 

men, women and children fleeing across snow-covered moun

tain passes.
Armenian officials disputed the death toll and denied the 

massacre report.
Journalists on the scene said it was difficult to say exactly- 

how many people had been killed in surrounding areas. But a 

Reuters photographer said he saw two trucks filled with Azeri 
corpses, and a Russian journalist reported massacre sites else

where in the area.
Azeri officials and journalists who flew briefly to the region 

by helicopter recovered the bodies of three dead children who 
had been shot in the head, Reuters said, but Armenians pre

vented them from retrieving more bodies.

In the Azerbaijani capital of Baku, government officials said 
that communications with Shusha, the last Azeri foothold in 

Nagorno-Karabakh, were cut yesterday morning. The militant 
Azerbaijani Popular Front reported that Armenian troops 
backed by armor and artillery were moving closer to the town. 

Shusha was shelled again overnight, according to accounts 
reaching Baku yesterday.  

6 J NAGORNO, Page 6
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■ NAGORNO
Continued from Page 1

Fighting over the enclave, ad
ministered by Azerbaijan but largely 
peopled by ethnic Armenians, has 
flared into a full-scale war over the 
last month.

In the four years up to this Janu
ary, some 1,000 people are believed 
to have been killed in the conflict. Al
though figures from both sides are 
extremely unreliable, at least several 
hundred people have probably died 
in the past four weeks.

The Azerbaijani Popular Front 
has been predicting an attack on 
Shusha for the last two days. But in
formation on the fighting inside the 
enclave cannot be confirmed inde
pendently, as the Azerbaijani side is 
reluctant to let journalists make 
what they say is the excessively dan

hostage, and 200 were injured. Ar
mored personel carriers of the 366th 
spearheaded the attack, Mamedov 
charged, and cleared the way for Ar- 
menian irregulars.________________

The Armenian Security Ministry 
denied that the Khojaly fighting had 
resulted in a high death toll. The at
tack was necessary to halt the rock
eting of Stepanakert, Security Min
ister Valery Pogosyan told Reuters 
yesterday.

If Shusha does indeed fall, its 
loss could send shock waves thorugh 
Azerbaijani society.

“If we lose this war there will be 
another one, very quickly,” an Azeri 
businessman predicted yesterday.

gerous trip into the area.
Officials of both the Azerbaijan 

government and the Popular Front 
claim that the final attack on Shusha 
could be triggered by the withdrawal 
of the last units of the former Soviet 
army stationed in Nagorno-Kara
bakh, the 366th Regiment

The withdrawal began yesterday, 
said Maj. Gen. Nikolai Popov, com
mander of the Baku-based 4th 
Army, in a brief phone interview 
yesterday.

The Azerbaijan presidential 
press service, quoting the republic’s 
Ministry of National Security, 
claimed that commonwealth troops 
were going to move out through 
Shusha, destroying the town’s de
fenses as they did so.

Popov said he did not know if the 
regiment would leave through Shu

sha. Asked who might know this, he 
answered, “No one’s going to tell 
you.” Commonwealth airborne units 
reportedly have been moved into 
Nagorno-Karabakh to cover the 
regiment’s withdrawal.

Officials in Moscow and Armenia 
said that the 366th Regiment, based 
in the regional capital of Stepana
kert, has been strictly neutral in the 
fighting. The same sources said the 
366th has lost a number of men dead 
and wounded during the intensive 
Azerbaijani rocketing of Stepana
kert over the last few weeks.

Azeri sources, however, claim 
that the 366th has swung actively to 
the side of the Armenians, notably in 
the capture last week of the small 
town of Khojaly, on the road be
tween Stepanakert and Agdam.

There were growing signs that 

Jon G. Auerbach, Globe corre
spondent in Moscow, contributed, to 
this report.

Azeri officials say Armenians massacred 1,000 in disputed enclave
many civilians were killed during the 
capture of Khojaly.

Footage shot by Azerbaijan Tele
vision Sunday showed about 10 dead 
bodies, including several women and 
children, in an improvised morgue in 
Agdam. An editor at the main televi
sion station in Baku said 180 bodies 
had been recovered so far. A helicop
ter flying over the vicinity is report
ed to have seen other corpses, while 
the BBC quoted a French photogra
pher who said that he had counted 
31 dead, including women and chil
dren, some who appeared as though 
they were shot in the head at close 

range.
Meanwhile, the mayor of Khoja

ly, Elmar Mamedov, said at a news 
conference in Baku that 1,000 people 
had died in the attack, 200 more 
were missing, 300 had been taken
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■ President Bush announced that he 
and President Yeltsin will hold a 
summit on June 16. Page 6.

By Paul Quinn-Judge 
C.I.OBE STAKE

Withdrawal halted;
Armenians blamed

Exiting troops attacked in Nagorno-Karabakh 
Paul Quinn-Judge,
The Boston Globe, March 4, 1992, pg.2

Arp photo

Azerbaijani women chant outside an Agdam mosque yesterday as victims of the fighting in Khojaly were prepared for burial.

MOSCOW - The withdrawal of the last 
Commonwealth troops from the war-tom en
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh ground to a halt 
yesterday after they had clashes with gun
men near the capital of Stepanakert. 

Initial reports, relayed by news agencies 
and the Commonwealth military high com
mand, said that the attackers were Arme
nian. Later reports said it was not clear who " 

had opened fire on the troops.
Some soldiers of the Stepanakert-based m 

366th regiment, however, were flown out of I 
the area by helicopter to the Commonwealth li 
military base in the northern Azerbaijani I 
town of Gyandzha. Others are taking shelter I 
in what military representatives described as I 
"protected areas” in and around Stepana- I 

kertKert.
The Armenian Interior Ministry report

ed yesterday that a helicopter evacuating 
wounded from Stepanakert had been shot 
down over Azerbaijani territory. Reuters
said that all 43 passengers had suffered in- - 
juries but that there were no deaths. 

Russia’s main TV news program report
ed that units of the elite Commonwealth air
borne, deployed in the area on Monday night 
to cover the retreat, had been involved in 
“defensive combat.” It did not say whom the 
airborne troops had engaged. One soldier 
was killed, the report said.

The withdrawal will resume as soon as
commanders on the ground consider it safe, forces. The Azerbaijanis allege that the mili- 
offidals said. tary played an active role in the Feb. 26 at-

tack on the town of Khojaly - an attack that ly. One woman’s feet appeared to have been 
Azerbaijanis claim was followed by wide- bound.
spread atrocities. Azerbaijani accounts of the attack, nota-

More video footage and reports from bly by the town’s mayor, said that 1,000 peo- 
Khojaly paint a grim picture of widespread pie either had been killed by Armenian irre-
civilian deaths and mutilation. On central TV gulars or had died of exposure after they 
last night, footage showed bodies of civilians fled the Armenians' attack, 
littered around the countryside near Khoja-

$
¥ w None of the death toll figures has been 

independently corroborated, nor has any 
comprehensive picture emerged of the state 
of Khojaly, which according to Azerbaijani 
claims was flattened during the attack. But 
the news of the killings in Khojaly have- in
flamed anger among Azerbaijanis, who are 
already bitter at what they feel is the wdy 
Russia and the West have thrown their 
weight behind Armenia.

Many Azerbaijanis say that the US gov
ernment, along with the media, have been 
bought, by the Armenian lobby in the United 
States. This is a line that is repeated hourly, 

with relentless consistency, in conversations 
between Western correspondents and Azer
baijanis;

dam, a few miles east of Khojaly, say that so 
far 400 bodies have been recovered in the 
aftermath of the attack.

Armenia says the death toll has been 
grossly inflated for propaganda purposes. 
Spokesmen say the town was taken to 're
lieve pressure on Stepanakert, which was 
coming under rocket fire from positions m 
Khojaly. Azerbaijani officials responded that 
the town had been blockaded since late last 
year, and thus was in no position to play, a 
menacing military role in the conflict.

As plans moved ahead for the pullout, 
tension and emotions continued to run high 
on both sides of the conflict. Armenians in 
Stepanakert fear that the departure of the 
regiment will remove the last buffer between 
th pm and an all-out attack hv A7Prhaiiani
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last week’s attack and wait for more bodies. 
Azerbaijan said Armenian snipers reported
ly were preventing recovery of some 
corpses.

Zoya Abulfat clutched handfuls of dirt 
and wailed incessantly over the grave of her 
brother, Aliyev, a 29-year-old policeman who 
was killed trying to save children in Khojaly. 

Agayev, the Azerbaijani presidential 
spokesman, accused former Soviet troops of 
joining Armenian forces in the slayings.

He said that dozens of former Soviet ar-

By Deborah Seward 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

around Agdam yesterday, and helicopters 
buzzed overhead as the battle for control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh moved closer to the city 
of 120,000 people. Many refugees from Kho
jaly fled to Agdam after the attack of last

Gunmen fired shots into the air to clear a 
path for ambulances and trucks carrying the

wounded through Agdam to a World War II- 
era hospital train, where doctors conducted 
surgery, at times without anesthetic.

“Sleep. Food. They don’t matter to me.” 
said Dr. Yegubov Sattar, who said he has 
treated up to 300 wounded from Khojaly in 
the beat-up seven-car train at a platform 
outside Agdam. “We need antibiotics, blood 
and all kinds of other medicines.”

Refugees from Khojaly, 12 miles from 
Agdam, streamed to cemeteries and to the 
city’s central mosque to weep for victims of

mored personnel carriers and tanks had sur
rounded Khojaly, and that residents “spoke 
of Russian officers and soldiers who broke . 
into their homes, who marauded and mur
dered the people."____________________ ’

A Commonwealth military spokesman, 
Col. Ivan Skrylnyk, denied former Soviet 
troops were involved, saying soldiers were 
“prohibited from taking part in any of the 
military operations on either side. They have 
been fulfilling this order.”

Amid wails, Azerbaijan buries dead
Deborah Seward,
The Boston Globe, March 5, 1992, pg.2
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AGDAM, Azerbaijan - Wails of mourn
ing mixed with gunfire yesterday, as Azer
baijanis buried their dead, and fighting 
edged closer to this city bordering the dis
puted region of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Azerbaijan’s government condemned last 
week's Armenian assault on the town of 
Khojaly as “deliberate genocide" and ac
cused troops of the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States of complicity. The common
wealth arme3Torc^^emeamvo!vemerir"““^ 

Presidents Boris Yeltsin of Russia and 
Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan made 
appeals for a cease-fire in the bloodiest eth
nic conflict in the former Soviet Union. Na
zarbayev said he was “especially stunned” by 
the attack on Khojaly. 

The Azerbaijan presidential spokesman, 
Rasim Agayev, said in Moscow that "not less 
than 1,000” Azerbaijanis were killed in the 
Feb. 25-26 attack on Khojaly, a town of 7,000 
in Nagorno-Karabakh, the embattled en
clave in the southern Caucasus Mountains. 
Armenia disputes the claim as exaggerated. 

Fighting yesterday near Agdam in Na
gorno-Karabakh killed seven persons and 
wounded 15, according to Azerbaijani Interi
or Ministry officials. 

“We will never forgive the Armenians for 
what they have done, until we expel all of 
them from Azerbaijani territory, and we will 
do that," said Col. Kurban Kurbanov. 

Before the latest casualties, more than
1,000 people had died in four years of fight
ing over the mostly Armenian region of Na
gorno-Karabakh, which has been under
Azprhftii/ini control since 1923 photo

Also yesterday, Armenian Defense Min- Relat,ves of Allv Albulat, 29, slain in fighting over Nagorno-Karabakh, weep at his grave site yesterday in Agadam, Azerbaijan. 

ister Vazgen Sarkisian said a helicopter that 
was shot down by Azerbaijani forces Tues
day killed six persons and injured 32. Initial
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By Paul Quinn-Judge 
GLOBE STAFF

A fort as well as village
The Belorussian officer refused

KHOJALY, Azerbaijan - Khojaly is 

empty and shattered, and the smell of 

burning still hangs over charred houses. 

Helmets with holes drilled in them lie in 
deserted trenches, and bullet-riddled 

walls - inside some of the buildings, as

trol of Nagorno-Karabakh.

On the night of Feb. 25-26 Armenian 

forces attacked the Azerbaijani-con

trolled settlement inside the disputed re

gion with armor and as many as 1,000 

fighters. By early morning they had 

gained control of the small but strategi
cally vital settlement - five minutes by 

car from the Armenian-held capital, Ste- 
well as on the outside - testify to the in- panakert, and the site of the mountain

tensity of one of the fiercest and most ous enclave’s only large airstrip.

What happened next is the subject of

Armenians, Azeris tell of 
terror
Paul Quinn-Judge,
The Boston Globe, March
15, 1992, pg.1

the 366th Motorized Regiment, a 
unit of the commonwealth’s armed 
forces stationed until recently in Ste
panakert, has stayed to fight with to have been the site of a Grad bat-
the Karabakh forces."interviewed at tery - the rocket launchers that dai-
the airport in Khojaly, the officer, ly rain hideous destruction on Ste-
who identified himself only as Yuri panakert. And the core of the de
Nikolayevich, denied that Russians fenders are said to have been mem-
joined in the attack. bers of a special police unit - known

by its Russian acronym, OMON - 
notorious for violence and brutality 
against Armenian civilians._______
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Continued from Page 1

Armenia denies there was a mas- 
sacre. The killings are a product of a 
desperate Azerbaijani propaganda 

machine, it says, and the film footage 
is a fake. The reports and pictures 
have nonetheless damaged support 

for the Armenians in the West and in 

Russia.

Outrage at the loss of Khojaly, 

coupled with fury sparked by pic

tures of dead children, sent shock 

waves through Azerbaijan. The re
public’s president, Ayaz Mutalibov, 

was swept out of office. Demands for 

a punitive counteroffensive by Azer
baijani troops are growing.

Conversations in Khojaly and 

Stepanakert with police and military 

officers, including Russians, Belorus

sians and other citizens of the for
mer Soviet Union who are now fight

ing as volunteers alongside ethnic 

Armenians in the enclave, make it 

clear that something terrible hap- 

pened. The fighters do not deny that 

there were atrocities. But they as- 
sert, with passion if not always with 

conviction, that these were perpe

trated by the Azeris on their own 
people.

SUITS
1

Civilians die on way to safety An Azerbaijani woman, in a scene from March 2, mourns over the body of her father, who was among the
A Belorussian officer who has victims of an alleged massacre in Nagorno-Karabakh who were brought to a mosque in Agdam, 

joined Karabakh’s ethnic Armenian 
forces denied that any of his troops 
would kill a civilian. 

“If one of my men killed a wom
an, child or old man, he would be 
mowed down by his own friends,” he 
said. But he said that the Azeri de
fenders of Khojaly had, as usual, 
failed to evacuate their civilians.

♦ ko vi-lvnln rnr»fiiv*n

Khojaly was not just a village. It

heated dispute.

The Azerbaijan government says 
1,000 civilians were killed in cold blood 

as they attempted to flee in near-freez

ing conditions to the safety of Agdam, an 

Azerbaijani town about 12 miles away. 
Azeri and Western correspondents later 

saw and filmed the bodies of many dead 

women and children. Many had been 

shot at close range, some hideously muti

lated.

Low Prices

“And in night fighting, innocent peo- as they fled, far from the fighting to confirm or deny whether he was 
pie get killed, you can’t wait to iden- and close to safety. involved. But soldiers who said they
tify the shadow that’s coming toward Azerbaijan says troops of the for- were under his command said they 
you,” he said. mer Soviet army took part in the at- were part of the attacking force.

But no one can explain what hap- Both tfce Commonwealth of In- Meanwhile Azerbaijani descrip-
pened several miles east of Khojaly, dependent States' high command in tions of Khojaly as a peaceable,
when, according to survivors’ ac- moscow and the Armenian fighters thriving settlement pulverized by ar-
counts, civilians were mowed down of Karabakh have denied this. tillery and then destroyed by over-

It is, however, very hard to be- whelming fire power do not present
lieve that Russian troops stayed out
of the fighting. The Belorussian offi
cer now commands a new elite Kara- was an entrenched, heavily fortified 
bakh unit. The deputy commander of position on the front line of the war. 

Its defenses were carefully planned, 
its fighters were well armed. 

Moreover the settlement is said
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Armenians tighten grip on disputed enclave

Wednesday in a new explosion of 
fighting that underlined the fragil- 
ily of the former Soviet Union.

iry an Iranian peace in- 
The fighting forced
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Armenians tighten grip on disputed enclave 
Chicago Tribune, February 27, 1992, pg. D16

From Chicago Tribune wires

MOSCOW—Armenian forces 
backed by heavy weapons overran 
an Azeri town in the disputed en
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh

clave administered by Azerbaijan 
since 1923.

“It is a great victory for Ar
menians,” a spokeswoman at the 
Armenian parliament said from 
the capital, Yerevan.

The 4-year-old fight over the 
predominantly Christian Ar
menian enclave has escalated into 
the bloodiest dispute in the for
mer Soviet Union.

The wave of violence across 
Nagorno-Karabakh also threat
ened to bury an Iranian peace in- 
titiative. The fighting forced 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati, seeking to build 
up Iran’s influence in the region, 

with 250 wounded. Armenian 
sources put the figures far lower.

Elsewhere in the former USSR, 
news services reported Wednesday 
that hundreds of construction 
troops rioted at the Baikonur 
Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan this 
week after complaining of 
“inhuman treatment” by their 
superiors. Three soldiers were re
ported burned to death.

The rioters at Baikonur, the 
main launching site for Soviet 
cosmonauts, commandeered 17 
trucks, set fire to four barracks 
and stole 35,000 rubles from a 
cashier’s office, Interfax and com
monwealth television reported.

Local news agencies said Ar
menian forces chased Azeri army 
units out of Khojaly, leaving the 
city of Shusha as the only Azeri 
stronghold inside the remote 
Transcaucasian region.

Azeri refugees headed for 
Agdam, an Azeri city just outside 

the border ol Nagorno-KarabaKb, 
a predominantly Armenian en

to cancel a tour of Nagorno- 

Karabakh.
Velayati’s mediation effort suf

fered an embarrassing setback 
when Iranian Radio, citing official 
sources, announced a 25-hour 
cease-fire had been agreed during 
the visit. Both sides denied a deal 
had been struck.

The Interfax news agency 
quoted the Azeri Popular Front 
as saying much of Khojaly was 
“in ashes.” It said dozens of 
houses were destroyed and many 
civilians were hurt or killed.

Azerbaijan’s interior minister, 
Tofik Kerimov, said almost 100 
Azeris were killed in the battle, 
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that Turkmenistan has cut off gas 
supplies to Ukraine because of a

In Agdam’s mosque, the dead 
xiics lay on mattresses under a
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insults at Azeri President Ayaz 
Mutalibov, saying he had not done 
enough to protect Karabakh’s Azeri 

nuation.

bodies lay _____ ____ ___ _______ „
bare light bulb. People screamed

Massacre leaves dozens dead in Azeri region 
Brian Killen,
Chicago Tribune, March 3, 1992, pg. N1

were only about 1,000 people there 
altogether," said Valery Pogosyan, 
chairman of the state directorate 
for national security, formerly the 
KGB. Asked about the mutilation 
of bodies, he said .Azeris had used 
such tactics against Armenians 
since the outset of the conflict.

Azen officials said the hastily ar- 
ranged helicopter trip took place 
after initial reluctance by the re
maining contingent of the former 
Soviet army—now under control of 
the Commonwealth of Independent 
States—to provide an escort.

‘‘Give us help to bring back the 
bodies and show people what hap
pened,” Karabakh Governor Musa 
Mamedov pleaded by telephone to 
the Soviet army base in Gyandzha, 
Azerbaijan’s second-largest city.

Faradzhev said they were on the 
ground for only 15 minutes.

“The combat helicopters fired 
red flares to signal that Armenians 
were approaching and it was time 
to leave," he said.

The journalists said it was diffi
cult to say how many people had 
been killed in surrounding areas. 
Reuters photographer Frederique 
Icngaigne saw two trucks full of 
Azeri corpses near Agdam.

“In the first one 1 counted 35 
and it looked as though there were 
almost as many in the second. 
Some had their heads cut off and 
many had been burned. They were 
all men and a few had been 
wearing khaki uniforms,” she said.

menians, have killed an estimated 
1,500 to 2,000 people.

Those who returned Monday 
from a brief visit by helicopter to 
Khojaly, captured by the Ar
menians last week, said they had 
seen fresh evidence of massacres of 
Azeri civilians. A Russian journal
ist said he had counted about 30 
bodies within a radius of 50 yards 
from where the helicopter landed. 

"Women and children had been 
scalped," said Assad Faradzhev, an 
aide to Karabakh’s Azeri governor. 

The bodies could be seen lying in 
the snow-covered mountains be
tween Agdam and Khojaly.

“The bodies are lying there like 
flocks of sheep. Even the fascists 
did nothing like this,” Agdam mili
tia chief Rashid Mamedov said, re
ferring to Hitler’s Nazis.

Faradzhev said the helicopter, 
bearing Red Cross markings and 
escorted by two MI-24 helicopters 
of the former Soviet army, suc
ceeded in picking up only the three 
children before Armenian militants 
opened fire.

“When we began to pick up bod
ies, they started firing at us,” he 
said.

Armenia repeated denials tnat a 
slaughter of civilians had taken 
place and rejected Azeri claims 
that more than 1,000 were killed at 
Khojaly.

“This is not true at all. There 

dispute oyer increased prices, 
threatening a shutdown of 
Ukraine’s heavy industry. Ukraine 
refused to pay a 50-fold price in
crease and now faces a cut-off in 
Turkmenistan gas, which repre
sented 60 percent of its imported 

gas.

Tribune wire services contribu
ted to this report.

By Brian Killen 
Reuters

AGDAM, Azerbaijan—Dozens 
of bodies lay scattered around the 
killing fields of Nagorno-Karabakh 
Monday, evidence of the worst 
massacre in four years of fighting 
between Armenians and Azeris 
over the disputed territory.

Azeri officials who returned from 
lhe scene to this town 9 miles 
away brought back three dead chil
dren, the backs of their heads 
blown off.

At the local mosque, six other 
bodies lay stretched out, fully 
clothed, their limbs frozen in the 
positions in which they were killed. 
Their faces were black from the 
cold.

“Telman!” screamed a woman, 
beating her breast over the body of 
her dead father who lay on his 
back with his stiff right arm jutting 
into the air.

fighting between the Muslim 
Azeris and Christian Armenians 
has intensified in recent weeks as 
forces of the former Soviet army 
pull out of this Caucasus enclave. 
The Itar-Tass news agency reported 
Monday that the last federal troops 
began their withdrawal, effectively 
removing lhe buffer separating war
ring Armenians and Azeris.

Four years of fighting in Nagor
no-Karabakh, ruled by Azerbaijan 
but populated largely by ethnic Ar

popi
“He has sold out the land, look 

what he has done,” cried one el
derly woman, scratching her face in 
grief.

The latest bloodletting demon
strated anew how ethnic violence 
and economic crisis threaten to 
tear apart the commonwealth, cre
ated by 11 ex-Soviet republics last 
December on the ashes of the Sovi
et Union. The commonwealth has 
been powerless in the face of the 
race hatred and savagery rekindled 
in the age-old dispute between Ar
menia and Azerbaijan.

Elsewhere in the common
wealth, violence flared in Mol
dova between the Romanian
speaking n ajority and ethnic Rus
sians. Moldova’s Interior Ministry 
said three people were shot dead 
in a clash between police and 
Russian-speaking militia mem
bers.

In Kiev, Ukraine’s Prime Minis
ter Vitold Fokin said Monday 
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Mourning in Azerbaijan
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Mourning in Azerbaijan
Chicago Tribune, Mar 4, 1992, pg. 17

• * * A T rT . Tf-.-yj

Agenca France Press

iF j jfa

Women mourn their dead (above) Wednesday between freshly dug 
graves in Agdam, Azerbaijan, where victims of an attack in Khojaly, in 
Nagorno-Karabakh are buried. At a news conference Wednesday in 
Moscow called to discuss the ethnic bloodshed, Azerbaijani officials 
accused troops of the former Soviet army of taking part in what they 
called the slaughter of 1.000 people. A spokesman for the armed forces 
of the Commonwealth of Independent States denied that claim. Ar
menia said the claim of 1,000 deaths was overexaggerated.
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Ex-Soviet
forces blamed
in Azeri fight lings, Agayev said it was a /preven

tive attack to stop the indepen- 
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troops of joining Armenian forces 
in slaughtering Azerbaijanis trying

by Azerbaijani 
been controlled 

people 
u tided

A spokesman for the co mm on-
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Ex-Soviet forces blamed in Azeri fight
Chicago Tribune, March 5, 1992, pg. N20

MOSCOW —Azerbaijan on 
Wednesday accused former Soviet 

Refugees from Khojaly, 12 mites 
from Agdam, streamed to 
cemeteries and to the city’s central 
mosque to weep for victims of last 
week’s attack and wait for more 
bodies. Azerbaijan said Armenian 
snipers reportedly were preventing 
recovery of some corpses.

Zoya Abulfat clutched handfuls 
of dirt and wailed incessantly over 
the grave of her brother, Aliyev, a 
police officer killed trying to save

“Aliyev went back two times to 
help children get out of the city. 
The third time he was wounded 
and spent the night in the snow/ 
said his uncle, Iman Alakhvcrdyev. 
“We got him in the morning, but 
he had lost a lot of blood and died 
of exposure,*’

Armenia, which does not deny its 
forces attacked Khojaly, has called 
the 1,000 death toll a “gross exag
geration.” It considers the town a 
strategic target, used by Azerbaijan 
to shell Nagorno-Karabakh’s capi
tal, Stepanakert.

Asked why commonwealth 
troops would take part in such kil

weahh army denied Azerbaijan’s 
allegations.

“Our only comment is that ... 
the regiment is prohibited from 
taking part in any of the military 
operations on either side. They 
have been fulfilling this order/ said 
Col. Ivan Skrylnyk.

dence course of Azerbaijan, ’
Commonwealth military com

manders say their troops have 
stayed neutral in the ethnic con
flict. Some Armenians consider the 
troops a stabilizing force.

Nagorno-Karabakh is a mostly 
Armenian enclave that is encircled 

territory and has 
by Azerbaijan since

1923. Most Armenians are Chris
tians; Azerbaijanis are mainly 
Muslims.

In the Azeri town of Agdam 
Wednesday, wails of mourning 
mixed with gunfire as people bur
ied their dead and fighting edged 
closer to the city. Seven people 
were killed and 15 wounded 
Wednesday, according to Azer
baijani Interior Ministry officials, 

“We will never forgive the Ar-

to flee a besieged town in the dis- 
puled enclave of Nagorno-Kara
bakh.

At an emotion-charged news 
conference where officials played a 
graphic videotape showing dozens 
of corpses of men, women and 
children, Azerbaijani presidential 
spokesman Rasim Agayev said at 
least 1,000 people died in last 
week’s attack on the town of Kho
jaly.

He called it the “conscious, de
liberate genocide of a nation.”

Agayev said dozens of former So
viet armored personnel carriers and 
tanks of the 366th Motorized Rifle 
Regiment, now controlled by the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, surrounded Khojaly Feb. 
25-26.

Residents of Khojaly, a mainly 
Azerbaijani town of 7,000 people 
in the southern Caucasus moun
tains, “spoke of Russian officers 
and soldiers who broke into I heir 
homes, who marauded and mur
dered the people,” Agayev said. He 
provided written accounts from 

menians for what they have done, 
until we expel all of them from 
Azerbaijani territory, and we will 
do that,” said Azerbaijani Col. 
iKii£hsLQ-Kiiili2iixiiL——

Gunmen fired shots into the air 
to clear a path for ambulances and 
trucks carrying the wounded 
through Agdam io a World War H- 
cra hospital train, where doctors 
conducted surgery at times without 
anesthetic and had to strap patients 
to the operating table.

“Sleep. Food. They don’t matter 
to me,” said Dr. Ycgubov Sattar, 
who said he has treated up to 300 
wounded from Khojaly in the beat- 
up* seven-car train at a platform 
outside Agdam. “We need anti
biotics, blood, and all kinds of 
other medicines.”
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Armenians overrun Azeri town in enclave
Jonathan Lyons,
The Philadelphia Inquirer (1829-); February 27, 1992; pg. A17.

been administered by Azerbaijan 
since 1923.

Armenia and Azerbaijan are both 
members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, which rose last 
December from the ashes of the for
mer Soviet Union. The upsurge in 
fighting for control of Nagorno-Kara
bakh has been called the first war of 
the post-Soviet era.

The Interfax news agency quoted 
the Azeri Popular Front as saying 
much of Khojaly was “in ashes.” It 
said dozens of houses were destroyed 
and many civilians were hurt or 
killed

Azerbaijan's Interior Minister To
fik Kerimov said almost 100 Azeris 
were killed in the battle, with 250 
wounded. Armenian sources put the 
figures far lower. The Armenian side 

sion showed civilians fleeing in pan
ic as blocks of apartments and 
houses were consumed in flames.

Independent news agencies said 
Armenian fighters had overrun 
Azeri positions and consolidated 
their hold on the main Nagorno-Ka
rabakh airport, which had been un
der Azeri control.

The airport could now be reopened 
for the first time in months, allowing 
food and medicine deliveries, Arme
nia's Snark news agency said.

Azeri news agencies said the Arme
nians were backed by the 366th mo
torized rifle regiment of the former 
Soviet army. The Commonwealth 
command has denied any involve
ment

vehemently denied any of its sol
diers have taken sides in the Nagor
no-Karabakh fighting. They say that 
some of the fighters were using vehi
cles and weapons stolen from former 
Soviet military bases in the region. 

More than 1,000 people have died 
in four years of fighting in the most 
intractable ethnic rivalry in the for
mer Soviet Union.

The United States said yesterday 
that it was concerned over the in
creasing violence in Nagorno-Kara
bakh and expressed support for Rus
sian efforts to mediate the conflict. 

“This escalation of fighting only 
increases human suffering and fur
ther complicates efforts to achieve a 

_________________________________  lasting resolution to the conflict,” 
Military officials of the Common- State Department spokesman Rich

wealth of Independent States have ard Boucher said.

an Azeri city just outside the border 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, a predomi- 
nantly Armenian enclave that has

offered no account of its own casual
ties.

Azerbaijan answered back with a 
furious rocket attack — using Grad 
launchers taken from the former So
viet army — on the Nagorno-Kara
bakh capital Stepanakert, an Arme
nian center.

An Armenian security official, 
Aram Avayan, told the Associated 
Press that Azerbaijanis shot 37 rock
ets into Stepanakert overnight He 
said the rockets destroyed two large 
buildings and left “numerous vic
tims."

Azerbaijani officials did not con
firm the attack on Stepanakert, but 
said Armenian forces attacked Kho
jaly and Shusha.

In Moscow, Commonwealth televl-

By Jonathan Lyons
REUTERS

MOSCOW — Armenian forces 
backed by heavy weapons overran 
an Azerbaijan town in the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh yester
day in a new explosion of fighting in 
the remote Transcaucus region.

Local news agencies said Arme
nian forces chased Azeri army units 
out of the city of Khojaly, leaving 
Shusha as the only Azeri stronghold 
inside Nagorno-Karabakh.

"It Is a great victory for Arme
nians," a spokeswoman at the Arme
nian parliament said from the capi
tal, Yerevan.

Azeri refugees headed for Agdam, 
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Azerbaijan: A thousand dead..
Deborah Seward,
The Philadelphia Inquirer (1829-); March 4, 1992; pg. A3
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By Deborah Seward
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AGDAM, Azerbaijan — Police said yester
day that they had recovered the bodies of 120 
Azerbaijanis killed as they fled an Armenian 
assault in the disputed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh.

The police said they were being blocked 
from retrieving more dead.

But Armenian officials in Moscow denied 
as a “gross exaggeration" claims that 1,000 
were killed in the attack last week on the 
town of Khojaly in the disputed region of the 
Caucasus Mountains. Riot police patrolled 
Agdam, a city in western Azerbaijan on the 
border of Nagorno-Karabakh, and many sat 
in trucks ready to move to the combat zone. 

Thirty Armenians were reported killed last 
night when a helicopter was shot down, and 
the former Soviet military halted its pullout 
from the region after an attack by Armenian 
militants.

The 1,400 troops from the Commonwealth 
of Independent States are the last buffer 
between Armenians and Azerbaijanis, whose 
four-year-old battle for Nagorno-Karabakh 
has been the bloodiest ethnic conflict in the 
former Soviet Union.

Nagorno-Karabakh's population of about 
200,000 is mainly Armenian, but the region is 
encircled by Azeri territory and has been 
administered by Azerbaijan since 1923.

Azerbaijan's president has accused Arme
nian militants of slaughtering more than 
1,000 people last week in Khojaly, a town of 
about 7,000 in the region 1,300 miles south of 
Moscow.

Videotapes broadcast yesterday by common
wealth television and ABC-TV showed dozens 
of victims, including women and children, 
scattered on hillsides outside the town. Azeri 
men with Kalashnikov rifles slung over their 
shoulders were sobbing as they collected the

j Nagorno-
Karabakh

* Moscow

} ?-A'vi j
IRAN'

Cm. l \

lakert
j

IRAN

turkey; 7i a1"*’"1

But 1,000 is a gross exaggeration. I think it 
was probably less than 100.''

Izvestia printed the account of an Azeri 
survivor, identified as E. Mamedov, who said 
the town was surrounded by Armenian ar
mored vehicles and shelled intensively be 
ginning at about 8 30 p.m. on Feb 25 He said 
villagers defended themselves in trenches 
for hours, then fled across a frozen river. 

With them were women and children, 
many of whom were mowed down by ma 
chine-gun fire, Mamedov was quoted as say
ing. Others froze to death, and about 200 were 
taken hostage as they approached an Arme
nian village, he said.

Fighting between mainly Christian Arme
nians and Muslim Azerbaijanis has intensi
fied despite many attempts al mediation and 
several cease-fires, including one brokered 
last week by Iranian Foreign Minister All 
Akbar Velayati.

l^st night, a helicopter evacuating Arme
nian women and children from Stepanakert 
was shot down by an Azeri helicopter, and at 
least 30 passengers were killed, a spokesman 
for the Nagorno-Karabakh parliament said 

The commonwealth's military commander. 
Marshal Yevgeny Shaposhnikov, last week or
dered the withdrawal of remaining former 
Soviet troops from Nagorno-Karabakh, saying 
he was determined to protect them and keep

bodies, some of which were mutilated. their weapons from being stolen. He dis-
Feliks Mamikonian, Armenia's diplomatic patched Gen. Boris Gromov, who oversaw the

representative in Moscow, said Azeri allega- Soviet army's withdrawal from Afghanistan in 
tions of a massacre were false. 1989, to lead the pullout starting Monday.

He said Khojaly, an ethnic Azeri town, was But the withdrawal of the first battalion of 
attacked because it was the base for two the 366th Motorized Rifle Regiment had 
Soviet-made Grad rocket launchers that had barely begun before it was temporarily 
repeatedly shelled the nearby Armenian city halted yesterday after Armenian militants 
of Stepanakert. attacked the troops, killing one soldier.

“There were many armed Azerbaijanis In the former Soviet republic of Moldova, 
there, and few civilians.1’ Mamikonian said, several people were killed in fighting between 
"There were a lot of casualties on both sides, ethnic Russians and Romanians. Page F6.
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Azerbaijan shows scenes of the carnage in enclave 
Carey Goldberg,
The Philadelphia Inquirer (1829-); March 5, 1992; pg. A10.

nlan towns of Askeran and Nakbi- 
chevanik, on the escape route that 
Khojaly residents took toward the 
nearest Azeri town, Agdam.

Oleg Aliev, 40, a Khojaly bookkeep
er who survived the assault, said a 
large group of people fleeing the 
fighting had just emerged from the 
forest Into the field when at least two 
armored vehicles manned by Arme
nian fighters, apparently waiting in 
ambush, opened fire on them with 
machine guns.

"They thought they had already 
reached a safe place,” Aliev said of 
his neighbors and relatives. "They 
were just a Little ways from Agdam. 
And then they were all shot."

Meanwhile, fighting moved closer 
to Agdam yesterday. The fighting In

!T

-

Sil

Azerbaijan shows scenes
B - -

fell

At yesterday’s news conference 
presenting Mustafayev's videotape 
with eyewitness accounts and offi
cial comments, Azeri presidential ad
viser Rasim Agayev also accused the 
last regiment of former Soviet sol

diers in Nagorno-Karabakh of partic

ipating in the assault on Khojaly.
'This crime was committed by the 

366th Regimeni" of the Common- 
wealth of Independent Slates’ armed 
forces io frighten Azerbaijan out of 

its pursuit of a national army, 
Agayev said ‘"This can be qualified 
as a war crime. This can be qualified 
as a genocide because only Azerbai
janis were killed ”

Bui Ivan Skrylmk, the common- 

wcahh defense ministry spokesman, 
denied ihai the regiment, whose role 
is officially neutral, could have 

helped Armenian militants surround 
Khojaly and occupy n He acknowl

edged, however, that deserters who 
had reportedly absconded with sev

eral armored vehicles could have 

participated in me battle
The 3661 h. a motorized infantry 

regiment long caught between lhe 

two warring sides, was set to with
draw by land Monday But ns depar

ture has been blocked by fighting in 
the area Its commanders announced 
yesterday lhat its equipment would 
have to be airlifted io neighboring 
Georgia, and that most of its person- 

ncl were already betnp flown our

Khojaly residents are convinced 
that the regiment helped in lhe 

town's capture, because, they told 
reporters, they were surrounded on 
three sides by at least 40 armored 
vehicles, they insist ihai Armenian 

miltianis do not have nearly ihai 
number of armored vehicles.

The field of corpses lha! Musta- 
fayev said he taped Iasi Friday Iles 

casi of Khojaly. between the Arme-

By Carey Goldberg 
IDNAMlKLKiTIMfri

MOSCOW — As the camera panned 
- from sere winter weeds lo the frozen 
|Corpse of a small child in a red snow- 
.Sii.it, then to a clusier of five dead 
■women with bloodied, discolored 
□aces, the cameraman's sobs made up 
j, the soundtrack.
J The horror of the scene overpow- 
,ered him, Azerbaijani Television 
^cameraman Chingiz Mustafayev said 
^yesterday ai a Moscow news confer- 
*encc called to bring world attention 
jo the deaths at Khojaly, the Nagor
no-Karabakh town stormed by Arme
nian militants last week.

"A square with a radius of 500 
meters was just scattered with 
corpses/' Mustafayev said, describ
ing what officials in Azerbaijan have 

termed a massacre.
Azeri spokesmen say that as many 

as 1,000 people were killed and 300 
taken hostage on the night of Feb. 25 
when Khojaly was taken; Armenian 
officials in Nagorno-Karabakh say 
the Azerbaijani account ’does not 
correspond to reality" and estimate 
that 80 Khojaly residents died.

The Nagorno-Karabakh parlia
ment's press center also says that 
Mustafayev’s video was falsified; ihe 

^corpses u shows were part of a gen
eral exchange of Armenian and 

* Azeri dead that occurred Sunday, 
'rather than m the aftermath of a 

.single massacre, the parliament 

press center says
Whatever lhe exact death count. 

Khojaly clearly constitutes the latest 
tragedy in four years of Azeri-Arme
nian fighting aver lhe mountainous 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh. The 
warfare had already left more than 
1,000 dead, wrecked the local econ
omy and turned thousands of villag
ers into refugees.

Nagorno-Karabakh killed seven peo

ple and wounded 15, according to 
Azeri interior Ministry officials.

Gunmen fired shots into the air to 
clear a path for ambulances and 
trucks carrying the wounded 
through Agdam to a World War Il-era 
hospital train, where doctors con
ducted surgery al times without an
esthetic and had to strap patients to 
the operating table.

At ihe united Nations yesterday, 

Azerbaijan's foreign minister urged 
that U.N. peace-keeping troops be 
sent io patrol his country's border 
with Armenia and keep arms and 
"terrorists” from entering Nagorno- 
Karabakh.

The Associated Press confri&utcd to 
this article.

mH
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Both sides ignore new call for Nagorno-Karabakh cease-fire 
Deborah Seward,
The Philadelphia Inquirer, March 6, 1992, pg. A3

AGDAM, Azerbaijan — Militants yesterday 
ignored new calls for a cease-fire in the 
disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, and 
a prosecutor investigating a mass killing said 
200 Azeri bodies had been recovered.

The prosecutor also said that Armenia was 
holding hundreds of women and children 
hostage in the conflict.

Armenian and Azeri sources 
reported that overnight attacks 
left at least 12 dead on each side 
in this deeply divided region. 
The deaths came despite a peace 
effort launched Wednesday by 
Presidents Boris N. Yeltsin of 
Russia and Nursultan Nazar
bayev of Kazakhstan. 

Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosian issued a statement 
welcoming the peace initiative. 
He asked for an emergency ses
sion of all commonwealth leaders to discuss 
the violence in Nagorno-Karabakh, the IT AR- 
Tass news agency said.

Before the massacre reports, at least 1,000 
Azerbaijanis and Armenians had been killed 
in the fighting the last four years. Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a mountainous region 1,100 miles 
southeast of Moscow, is populated mostly by 
Christian Armenians, but has been con
trolled since 1923 by Muslim Azerbaijan.

The Azeri president’s office said 12 people 
were killed in overnight shelling by Arme-

J

commonwealth troops of participating with 
Armenian forces in the massacre in the Na
gorno-Karabakh town of Khojaly. A common
wealth military spokesman denied the 
djarge;^

Outside parliament in Baku, thousands or 
people drawn to a rally by the opposition 
Popular Front of Azerbaijan shouted for the 
resignation of the government leadership 
and a demilitarized zone in Nagorno-Kara
bakh. About 200,000 people reside in Nagor
no-Karabakh.

Azerbaijan asked the United Nations yes
terday to help resolve the dispute. In his 
letter to Secretary-General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali. Foreign Minister Gusain Sadykhov did 
not specify what action the United Nations

Adil Agayev, the prosecutor leading an 
investigation into the killing of Azeri civil
ians by Armenians in Khojaly, said 200 bod
ies had been recovered from the hills and 
forests around the Azeri town.

Many bodies cannot be retrieved because 
of snipers, Azeri officials say.

The attack was part of what Baku sees as a 
campaign by Armenia to drive ethnic Azer
baijanis from towns across Nagorno-Kara
bakh.

Azeri authorities said at least 1,000 people 
were killed after a battle at Khojaly Armenia 
admits there was an attack but says Azerbai
jan greatly exaggerates the loll.

Agayev also said Armenia was holding 
about 600 women and children hostage in 
Nagorno-Karabakh's capital, Stepanakert.

■ ■

J

W :

Chingiz Iskanderov mourns for his brother with other family members at a cemetery in Agdam The brother was killed djrlna
fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh. On the coffin is the Koran, the Muslim holy book.

miles northwtst of.Agdam. |
The indepeadent Armenian news agency 

Snark said Azerbaijanis killed 16 civilians in 
the Armenian village of Kazanchi, also near 
Agdam. There was no way to independently 
verify either report.

The region's border is three miles west of 
Agdam, and fighting was moving closer to 
the city. Six tanks and an armored personnel 

carrier rolled out of Agdam to
ward Kazanchi, but no one 
would say what their mission 
was.

In the Azeri capital, Baku, the 
parliament met in emergency 
session and President Ayaz Muta- 
libov said the main task was to 
strengthen the country's borders 
and form a well-equipped regu
lar army, the Azeriform-Tass 
news agency reported.

That was a direct rejection of 
Nazarbayev's peace proposal 

Wednesday, which urged a moratorium on 
forming such armies by members of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States.

According to Azeri radio, monitored in 
London. Mutalibov also said that "our lands 
and towns, which have been occupied by 
brigands, must be liberated."

Mutalibov said Azerbaijan’s setbacks in Na
gorno-Karabakh were due to a "rapproche
ment between Russia and Armenia on the 
basis of common strategic interests," accord

Also in the 
disputed 
enclave, 
the probe 
into a mass 
killing 
continues.

a St.
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Azeri-Armenia conflict takes deadly new turn 
Fen Montaigne,
The Philadelphia Inquirer, March 8, 1992, pg. A1/A14

Now, with Khojaly, the struggle 
has sunk to new depths of savagery, 
and the pictures broadcast world
wide last week of dozens of dead 
women, children and elderly people 
have finally put the struggle in Na
gorno-Karabakh on the map. Un
doubtedly, there will be more bad 
news from this region in the months 

to come
The attack at Khojaly may be the 

spark that ignites a low-intensity war 
into a full-scale war, one that could 
involve Turkey and Iran and affect

See CONFLICT on A14

By Fen Montaigne
INQI'IHKR STAFF WRITER

AGDAM, Azerbaijan — At the town 
mosque, a man washed a headless 
corpse for burial as a large crowd 
stood and watched, muttering 

curses.
At a makeshift army hospital, lo

cated in old green train cars, 
wounded Azeri women and children 
sat in the stuffy wagons and de
scribed the attack on their town of 
Khojaly: how Armenian fighters and 
soldiers of the former Soviet army 
surrounded the village, raked it with 
gunfire for several hours, stormed 
the town and then gunned down 
civilians fleeing into the hills.

And at the headquarters ol Azer- 
baijan’s Popular Front, where hun
dreds of unshaven men and women 
with head shawls waited for news of 
missing relatives, Rustam Gadzhiev 
got to the essence of one of the 
world's nastiest ethnic conflicts — a 
conflict that threatens to erupt into 
all-out war on the southern rim of 
the former Soviet Union.

"A week ago, I could have forgiven 
the Armenians," said Gadzhiev, a soft- 
spoken Azeri lawyer and leader of the 
Popular Front. “But now, after han

dling the mutilated corpses of chil
dren, I cannot forgive. I consider my
self a peaceful man, but after what I 
have seen, 1 will kill Armenian chil
dren. I will kill any Armenian, no 
matter what age. I could do it simply. 
Life has forced us to do this."

The events that occurred on the 
night of Feb. 25 in the remote Cauca
sian mountain village of Khojaly 
have focused the world’s attention 
on an obscure region with the 
tongue-twisting name of Nagorno-Ka
rabakh. For four years, Christian Ar
menians and Muslim Azeris have 
fought a blood war for control of this 
predominantly Armenian enclave in
side Azerbaijan. Each side has ac
cused the other of atrocities.
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CONFLICT from AI 
all of southern Asia.

On Friday. Azerbaijan President 
Aya? Mutalitxiv resigned following 
the uproar over the Khojaly attack 
"1 don't want to shed the blood of my 
people.” said the former Communist 
Party leader, who hud resisted pres
sure to form a national army and 
thus was held responsible by many 
Azeris for the dejsths. They now are 
clamoring for a more militant leader 
to stand up to the Armenians.

Yesterday, Azeri forces, in their 
biggest attack of the four-year con
flict, battled Armenian defenders in 
the town of Askcraa, Reuters re
ported

Armenian Defense Minister Vaz
gen Sarkisyan pm the number of 
Armenian dead at 200 or more. Thou-

about 30 corpses lying in one small 
area. Seme of the men bad been 
scalped, one women's fingers hod 
been cut off and the heads of some 
babies had been virtually shot off, 
apparently from close range, Sakel- 
lariou said.

In separate interviews with The 
Inquirer, a dozen Azeri survivors de
scribed a similar scene in which flee
ing men. women and children were 
indiscriminately gunned down. 
Women said their husbands were 
rounded up and shot to death or 
beaten in from of then.

Virtually all the eyewitnesses here 
said the Commonwealth Armv first 
surrounded the village with ar
mored vehicles about 10:30 p.m. Feb. 
25- Barrages by the armored person
nel carriers softened up the village 
for several hours before the actual 
assault, witnesses said. Some survi
vors said the army withdrew after 
pouring gunfire on Khojaly. Others 
said they saw Russian officers and 
soldiers in the village shooting civil- 
is ns a nd tossing grenades into 
houses.

In a videotape made by Azeri offi
cials here.dcscrting Russian soldiers 
from the 366ih Motorized Rifle Unit 
— the outfit accused of taking part In 
the Khojaty al tack — described an 
anay unit completely out of control. 
iue SMin is located in the Armenian- 

controllcd capital of Nagorno-Kara
bakh, Stepanakert, and soldiers said 
the unit — placed there to referee 
the conflict — was actively fighting 
on the Armenian side.

The video was taped last week by 
the Azeri prosecutor's office and 
shown to The inquirer. On the tape, 
iwo men identified as Russian sol
diers said ihat many of their officers 
and most of the noncommissioned 
officers in their units were Arme
nia-is. As for the other officers, a 
man identified a$ Pvt Yuri Yakho- 
vich said, "I Just want io say Iliac in 
the unit, ilie overwhelming majority 
of the officers were bought off by the 
Armenians."

The other soldier, identified as Pvt. 
Alexei Bondarev, said that ia recent 
months, Russian and Armenian offi- 

i

ing of Khojaly on the morning of 

claimed that the footage of dead 
women and children is fake.

A first indication of Armenian re
gret over the bloodshed came from 
the leadership of the enclave's par
liament- ------—- = ■ ■ r_

majority - on Wednesday 

hBM Armenia Sald"^fi

The reports from Khojaly pose dis
turbing und embarrassing questions 
for the tightly knit, highly respected 
and influential Armenian diaspora
in America and throughout the 
world. Ever since the 19IS46 massa
cre of an estimated one million Ar
menians by the Turks, the Arme
nians have been widely seen ss 
victims, an ancient people — like the

in search of a secure home-

Arizenian women, children and el
derly, were missing and presumed 

The Khojaly attack raised funda
mental questions about the viability 
of the Commonwealth of Independ
ent States, of which, both Artneiila 
and Azerbaijan are members, and 
the commonwealth army, accused of 
help! ng Annenum$ gun down Azeris.

Mi

■I-.

IRAN |L
Vdf

IW®

tanks and rockets, poured Into the 
region Friday from the nearby Azeri

ing. and that innocent civilians were
liol purposely killer! gj.

Jews
land.

Now, after Khojaly. the historical 
viciiats are being accused of butchery 

Armenian spokesmen have said 
that their fighters took Khojaly be- 

.4

— representing only the Ar- 

The Armenian news agency Pro 
T-^nnui* J -4.1_ • -> -

... - presioiuia passed a 
i expressing regret that 

peaceful civilians had been killed 
during ihe Khojaly operation and 

The number of dead remains in 
dispute More thaB ICG Azeri corpses 
have been recovered and buried 
about 75 of them here in Agdam’ 
western photographers who flew ir 
the direction of Khojaly — about 12 
milts from here — said they saw 
doztns of bodies sir«wn about the 
hills and forests.

The Armeulims now control the 
Khojaly region, and the photogra
phers were fired upon and forced to 
turn back. Greek American phclcv 
repher Kosia Sakellariou said he saw 

fry

;fi!
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which was hit by a dozen rockets

menians

JHbi

the

onhcmonorp]e],^g in Nagor- nationalism %lea5%cd Sy Sovte! AraSi wn“nWewm° 
no-Karabakh. how. Azeri officials s^y President Mikhail & Gorbachev, be- out the sane genocide ihai

cut the same genocide that they did 
tat l h He"with us?
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that fewer Ilian 10,000 Azeris remain. 

___________________________________

Now, mis City of 100,000 people — 

———••J tXAllU ^UIU4.VU| -- ’ ’ V — IWnUlJ
the Armenians in the enclave could a<tef t,ie ^hojaly attack — is
be completely isolated. They are now
supplied by helicopter from the Ar- 8e,a!lT. 
mcnian capital of Yerevan. 

The dispute over Nagorno-Kara
bakh goes back centuries and is exac
erbated by the fact that Azeris are 
ethnic Turks — the ancient enemies 

of Armenians. 
Armenians 
claim that their 
people have 
lived in Nagor
no-Karabakh, a 
striking region 
of vineyards and 
snow-covered 
peaks, for mil- 
Icnniums. The 
Azeris claim that 
while some Ar

mey
cen-

After Khojaly,
Azerbaijan is in an 
uproar, and many in 
Agdam are calling for an 
all-out war to drive 
Armenians from Azeri 
territory.

gan io demand that Nagoro-Kara-

cers routinely loaded 10 to 12 ar
mored personnel carriers with am
munition and men and headed out 
for what they called “night duty." 
Bondarev said the commonwealth 
troops and Armenian fighters at
tacked Azeri settlements.

‘■Almost all night we would hear 
shooting and explosions from the 
direction of Azerbaijani villages." 
said Bondarev. “The vehicles left 
loaded wiLh ammunition and re
turned empty.

"The Armenians told us the Azer
baijanis are ltying to take what be
longs io the Armenians and that we 
are Christians and you arc Chris
tians and that we
have to defend 
Nagorno-Kara
bakh from the 
Azerbaijanis." 

The soldiers' 
accounts could 
not be independ
ently substanti
ated. 

The press cen
ter of the Com
monwealth
Army denied last ___
w&ek that its troops had taken part In have lived in Nagorno-Karabakh ___
the assault on Khojaly. "Such spent- turics ago, the majority were settled 
latlon is totally groundless.” it said, there by the Russian czars in the 

And Azeri officials have ocknowl- mid-i9th century to create a 'Chris- 
edged that tn earlier stages of the tian cordon” in Karbakh as a buffer 
conflict,Soviet troops joined them in between Russia and the Islamic 
attacking Armenian villages. The Ar- slates of Turkey and Iran, 
menians say atrocities were commit- <“
Jed on their citizens in thttSe attacks. Azeris occurred in I9d5 and 1918. 

has ruined in favor of the well-
armed and well-organized Arme- ______________ ,____
nlsns. who now control almost all of Soviet leaders Ln 1923 d^fgnatedJa- 
Negomo-KarabakL The Armenians gornoKarabskh as an autonomous 
have succeeded in overunnlng al- region within Azerbaijan. Under the 
most all of the 55 Azeri villages that communist regimes, which forcibly 
once existed in Nagorno-Karabakh, suppressed ethnic conflict, the 
The only holdout Is Lhe village of Azeris and Armenians in N'agorno- 
Shusha, situated in a nearly impreg- Karabakh lived in relative harmony 
liable hilltop position from which until 1938.
the Azeris shell Stepanakert. Five It was then that Armenians in the

But Armenia's victory may turn bakh be removed from Azen control 
out to be a Pyrrhic one. After Khoja- and placed under Armenian jurisdic- 
ly. Azerbaijan is in an uproar, and tlcn. Azerbaijan refused to relin- 
many people here are calling for an qutsh control over the enclave, and 
all^jur war to drive Armenians from the armed clashes began in February 
.Azeri territory. Nagorno-Karahakh is 19S8. As many as 2,000 people are 
completely surrounded by Azerbai- believed to have died in the conflict, 
jan, and if the Azeris become suffi
ciently well-armed and organized.

filled with people bent on ven- 

Last week, the dusty squares, the 
bazaar and the cedar-lined streets of 
Agdam were filled with thousands of 
people saying the time has come to 
drive out the Armenians.

At the hospital train, where ambu
lances were steadily bringing in 
wounded people from fresh clashes, 
the survivors and officers were in a 

Timur Mamedov, a SS-year-old Kho
jaly resident wounded in the but- 
tacks, described how he fried to flee 
his house with his 7-year-cld grand
daughter and 3-year-old grandson. As 
be ran for safety, he said, his grand
daughter was shot and mortally 
wounded. He carried her and the boy 
here, arriving the next day. “After 
about 10 hours, she died in my firms," 
said Mamedov, a wiry man with a 
gray bear! "We burled her in Ag
dam. Her father is still missing. My 
??-3^ter w^5 wcqPded . !f T 
across any Armenian’1 will cut him 
into so many little pieces. We will

Col. Kurban Kurbanov, the 50-year- 
old commander of the field hospital, 
stood In his Commonwealth Army 
uniform in front of the tram and 
made a vow.

‘‘After whai 1 have seen, we will 
never forgive them"said Kurhannv 
a az-year Soviet army veteran 
wounded in Afghanistan. “My blood 
is boiling and as long as there is one 
Muslim, one Azerbaijani on this 
land, either we win destroy the Ar-

JSSh.SS’S B» rowtag w«ve« Xm«’rSr/tSKm

Cla^ AnneBians OnlJ ±r,L'\t^“.l?.™'Ve7,as,AT-

Over the last year, the tide of battle and. after the briefly independent 

....... countries of Armenia and Azerbaijan 
were reclaimed by the Soviet Union,

Negomo-Karabakli The Armenians gorno-Karabakh

most all of the 55 Azeri villages that
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Grisly Body Count: Azeri civilians massacred by Armenians 
Newsday, March 3, 1992, pg. 14

between Agdam and Khojaly.
Faradzhev told Reuters the helicopter, bearing Red 

Cross markings and escorted by two MI-24 helicop
ters of the former Soviet army, succeeded in picking 
up only the three children before Armenian militants 
opened fire.

“When we began to pick up bodies, they started 
firing at us,” he said.

Armenia repeated denials that a slaughter ot cmi- 
ians had taken place and rejected Azeri claims that 
more than 1,000 were killed at Khojaly.

Azeri officials said the hastily arranged helicopter 
trip took place after initial reluctance by the former 
Soviet army — now under control of the Common
wealth of Independent States — to provide an escort.

REUTER
Agdam, Azerbaijan — Dozens of bodies lay scat

tered around the killing fields of Nagorno-Karabakh 
yesterday, evidence of the worst massacre in four 
years of fighting over the disputed termtory.

Azeri officials who returned from the scene to this 
town about nine miles away brought back three dead 
children, the backs of their heads blown off. At the 
local mosque, six other bodies lay stretched out, fully 
clothed, with their limbs frozen in the positions in 
which they were killed. Their faces were black from 
the cold.

A screaming woman beat her breast furiously over 
the body of her dead father who lay on his back with his 
stiff right arm jutting into the air.

Those who returned from a brief visit by helicopter 
to Khojaly, captured by the Armenians last week, said 
they had seen similar sights—only more. One Russian 
journalist said he had counted about 30 bodies within a 
radius of 50 yards from where the helicopter landed. 

“Women and children had been scalped,” said As
sad Faradzhev, an aide to Karabakh’s Azeri governor. 

The bodies could be seen lying in the mountains 
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Massacre in Azerbaijan
Newsday, March 3, 1992, pg. 20

Dozens of bodies lay scattered around the kill
ing fields of Nagorno-Karabakh in Azerbaijan 
yesterday, evidence of the worst massacre in 
four years of fighting over the disputed terri
tory.

Azeri officials who returned from the scene to 
Agdam, about nine miles away, brought back 
three dead children, the backs of their heads 
blown off. At the local mosque, six other bodies 
lay stretched out, fully clothed, with their limbs 
frozen in the positions in which they were 
killed. Their faces were black from the cold.

Armenia repeated denials that a slaughter of 
civilians had taken place and rejected Azeri 
claims that more than 1,000 were killed at Kho- 
jaly-

“This is not true at all. There were only about 
1,000 people there altogether,” said Valery Po
gosyan, chairman of the state directorate for 
national security, formerly the KGB.
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Azerbaijani and Armenian accounts 
of the Khojaly incident contradicted 
each other in almost every detail, 
down to the size of the town. The 
Armenians said that Khojaly was a 
roadside village; the Azerbaijanis 
said that it was a thriving city of 
10.000 that had been wiped out.

TV broadcasts yesterday showed the 
bodies of dozens of people, including 
women and children, scattered on 
hillsides outside Khojaly. Azerbaijani 
men with Kalashnikov rifles slung 
over their shoulders sobbed as they 
collected the bodies, some of which 
had been mutilated.

Former Soviet troops delay pullout from tense enclave 
Star Tribune, March 4, 1992, pg.8

“If a whole city with all its inhabit
ants has really been erased from the 
face of the Earth, then the war in 
Nagorno-Karabakh that was born of 
ethnic conflict has moved into its 
most terrible stage — a war for mutu
al extermination,'* said Izvestia, the 
main Russian afternoon newspaper.

A few miles away, in Agdam, Azer
baijan, a city where riot police were 
patrolling, Western news agencies 
quoted authorities as saying they had 
recovered the bodies of 120 Azerbai
janis, allegedly killed as they fled the 
Armenian assault on Khojaly. The 
Azerbaijanis asserted that they were 
being blocked from retrieving more

Moscow, Russia
As former Soviet troops seeking to 
pull out of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
war zone were attacked by Armenian 
militants and delayed their denarturp 
Tuesday, a furor built over Azerbai
jani claims that 1,000 people died 
when Armenians stormed the Nagor
no-Karabakh town of Khojaly.

Former Soviet

The Khojaly attack demonstrated 
what many Nagorno-Karabakh resi
dents said they fear will happen once 
the 366th Motorized Infantry Regi
ment, the last former Soviet unit in 
the region, withdraws, removing the 
last buffer between warring Arme
nians and Azerbaijanis.

pullout from
tense enclave

* <

Lor Aageles Times

The regiment's departure was sus
pended yesterday after one of its sol
diers was killed in a shooting over
night. and both Armenian militants 
and civyians moved to block the exit 
route. *■

* *

The Khojaly incident also indicated 
that the Nagorno-Karabakh battles, 
which have heretofore claimed about 
1,000 lives in four years of bloody 
dispute over the enclave, were esca
lating into a frightening new phase.
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more bodies. Azerbaijan said Arme
nian snipers reportedly were prevent
ing recovery of some corpses.

AodamAzprhaiian

cording to Azerbaijani Interior Min
istry officials.

Gunmen fired shots into the air to 
clear a path for ambulances and

Azerbaijan's government condemned 
last week’s Armenian assault on the 
town of Khojaly, 12 miles away in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, as “deliberate 
genocide."

Agayev, the Azerbaijani presidential 
spokesman, accused former Soviet 
troops of joining Armenian forces in 
the slayings. He said dozens of for- 
mer Soviet armored personnel carri-

Sporadic automatic weapons fire 
crackled around Agdam yesterday 
and helicopters buzzed overhead as 
the battle for control of Nagorno- 
Karabakh moved closer to the city of 
120,000 people.

S -

trucks carrying the wounded through 
Agdam to a World War Il-era hospi
tal train where doctors conducted 
surgery, at times without anesthetic.

Refugees from Khojaly streamed to 
cemeteries in Agdam and to the city’s 
central mosque to weep for victims 
of last week's attack and wait for

re
-• 4

*

LA

The Azerbaijani presidential spokes
man, Rasim Agayev, said in Moscow 
that “not less than 1,000” Azerbai
janis were killed in the Feb. 25-26 
attack on Khojaly. Armenia disputes 
the claim as exaggerated but admits 
attacking the town, which it called a 
staging area for attacks on other re- 
gions of Nagorno-Karabakh.

*

r jOt

I

* < 2

re J

Azerbaijanis, Armenians battle in disputed border area 
Star Tribune, March 5, 1992, pg.2

tic

Fighting yesterday near Agdam killed
seven people and wounded 15, ac- Azerbaijani women wept at the gravesite of a soldier Wednesday as fighting continued with Armenian forces near a disputed border area.

luw

Sr ’

A commonwealth military spokes
man, Col. Ivan Skrylnyk, denied for
mer Soviet troops were involved.

i k

ers and tanks had surrounded Khoja
ly, and that residents “spoke of Rus
sian officers and soldiers who broke 
into their homes, who marauded and 
murdered the people ”

Presidents Boris Yeltsin of Russia 
and Nursultan Nazarbayev of Ka
zakhstan made urgent appeals for a 
cease-fire in the bloodiest ethnic con
flict in the former Soviet Union. Na
zarbayev said he was “especially 
stunned” by the attack on Khojaly.

«!

v

% 

: fc.

A.

1I

“We will never forgive the Arme
nians for what they have done, until 
we expel all of them from Azerbai
jani territory, and we will do that," 
said Azerbaijani Col. Kurban Kur
banov.

■■

R
IO

i
Wails of mourning mixed with gun
fire Wednesday as Azerbaijanis bur
ied their dead and fighting edged 
closer to the city of Agdam, border
ing the disputed region of Nagorno- 
Karabakh.
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Before the massacre reports, at least 
1,000 Azerbaijanis and Armenians 
had been killed in ethnic fighting in 
the region in the past four years.

Armenia admits there was an attack 
but says Azerbaijan greatly exaggerat
ed the toil.

Agdam, Azerbaijan
Militants on Thursday ignored new 
calls for a cease-fire in the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, and a 
prosecutor investigating a mass kill
ing there said 200 Azerbaijani bodies 
had been recovered. He also charged 
that Armenia was holding hundreds 
of hostages from the conflict.

Agayev also said Armenia was hold
ing about 600 women and children 
hostage in Nagorno-Karabakh’s capi
tal, Stepanakert, after they were 
caught up in the battle.

Armenian and Azerbaijani sources 
reported that overnight attacks had 
left at least 12 more dead on each 
side in the region.

Azerbaijani authorities claim at least 
1,000 people were killed after the 
battle at Khojaly on Feb. 25-26.

Armenians, Azerbaijanis ignore calls for ceasefire
Star Tribune, March 6, 1992, pg.2

That was a direct rejection of Nazar
bayev’s peace proposal Wednesday, 
which urged a moratorium on form
ing such armies by members of the 
commonwealth.Adil Agayev, the prosecutor leading 

an investigation into the killing of 
Azerbaijani civilians by Armenians 
in Khojaly, in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
said yesterday that 200 bodies had 
been recovered from the hills and 
forests around the Azerbaijani-popu
lated town. Many bodies cannot be 
retrieved because of snipers, Azerbai
jani officials say.

Outside Parliament in Baku, thou
sands of people drawn to a rally by 
the opposition Popular Front of 
Azerbaijan shouted for the resigna
tion of the government and a demili
tarized zone in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Nagorno-Karabakh, a mountainous 
region 1,100 miles southeast of Mos
cow, is populated mostly by Chris
tian Armenians but has been con
trolled since 1923 by Muslim Azer
baijan.

In the Azerbaijani capital, Baku, Par
liament met in emergency session 
yesterday, and President Ayaz Muta
li bov said * the main task was to 
strengthen the country’s borders and 
form a well-equipped regular army, 
the Azenform-Tass news agency re
ported.

Meanwhile, Armenian President Le
von Ter-Petrosian issued a statement 
welcoming a peace initiative in the 
region by President Nursultan Nazar
bayev of Kazakhstan. Ter-Petrosian 
asked for an emergency session of all 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States leaders to discuss the violence 
in Nagorno-Karabakh, the ITAR- 
Tass news agency said.

Armenians, 
Azerbaijanis 
ignore calls 
for cease-fire



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/23/2023 4:29:25 PM

<Th c Oak I an b (Tribune

61

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/23/2023 4:29:25 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/23/2023 4:29:25 PM

Massacre of Azerbaijani town claimed
Armenian forces attack departing Russians in escalating battles

62

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/23/2023 4:29:25 PM

bodies, some of which had been 

mutilated,
In further bloodshed, Arme

nians reported yesterday that a 
helicopter carrying Armenian 
women and children was shot 
down by enemy fighters near the 
Azerbaijani town of Kelbadzhar. 
Armenians said that 30 of their 
people were killed.

Accounts from the two sides in 
the Khojaly incident contradict
ed each other in almost every 
detail, down to the size of the 

fled the Armenian assault on 
Khojaly; the Azerbaijanis assert
ed that they were being blocked 
from retrieving more dead. 

TV broadcasts yesterday 
showed the bodies of dozens of 
people, including women and 
children, scattered on hillsides 
outside Khojaly. Azerbaijani 
men with Kalashnikov rifles 
slung over their shoulders 
sobbed as they collected the 

Massacre of Azerbaijani town claimed 
Carey Goldberg,
Oakland Tribune, March 4, 1992, pg.9

town. The Armenians said that 
Khojaly was a roadside village; 
the Azerbaijanis said that it was 
a thriving city of 10,000 that had

A few miles away, in Agdam, 
Azerbaijan, a city where riot po
lice were patrolling. Western 
news agencies quoted authori
ties as saying they had recov
ered the bodies of 120 Azerbai
janis, allegedly killed as they 

By Cany Qoklbarg 

Lot bff>M
MOSCOW — As former Soviet 

troops seeking to pull out of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh war zone 
were attacked by Armenian mil
itants and had to delay their de
parture yesterday, the furor 
built over Azerbaijani claims 
that 1,000 people died when Ar
menians stormed the Nagorno- 
Karabakh town of Khojaly.
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ing there like Hocks of 
sheep. Even the fas
cists did nothing like 
this." Agdam militia 
chief Rashid Mamedov 
said, referring to Hit
ler’s Nazis.

Near Agdam on the 

Commonwealth Troops Leave Enclave 
The Daily Oklahoman, March 3, 1992, pg.5

has been powerless in 
the face of the race ha
tred and savagery re
kindled in the age-old 
dispute between Chris
tian Armenia and 
Muslim Azerbaijan.

Four years of fight
ing in Nagorno- 
Karabakh. ruled by 
Azerbaijan but popu
lated largely by ethnic 
Armenians, have 
killed an estimated 
’.500 to 2,000 people. 
The past week’s fight
ing has been the most 
savage yet.

Commonwealth 
armed forces have de
nied allegations by 
both sides of involve
ment in the fighting.

A commonwealth 
military commander, 
Lt. Gen. Saryan Ba

in a clash between po
lice and Russian- 
speaking militiamen.

Motorized Infantry 
Regiment started its 
withdrawal, effectively
removing the last frail

tain passes. tographer Frederique
But dozens of corps- Lengaigne saw two 

es scattered over the trucks filled with 
fields of Nagorno- Azeri corpses. 

—• “In the first on*1 I

AGDAM, Azerbaijan 
(Reuter) — The last 
federal troops in 
Nagorno-Karabakh be
gan pulling out Mon
day as fresh evidence 
emerged that Arme
nian militants in the 
Caucasus enclave had 
carried out a massacre 
of Azeri civilians.

The Itar-Tass nev.s 
agency said the 366th 

ing at
“The bodies are ly-

Armenia reiterated
denials that its mili
tants had killed 1,000 
people in the Azeri- 
populated town of
Khojaly last week and 
massacred mien, wom
en and children fleeing  _.w  
the carnage across' outskirts of Nagomo- 
snow-covered moun- Karabakh, Reuter pho- 
tain passes. tographer Frederique

• * 

neyev, told Russian 
television his men 
would smash any at
tempt to hinder the 
pullout.

"Whatever side uses 
arms, whether from 
the Azeri side or the 
Armenian side, these 
points of attack will be 
suppressed or. more to 
the point, will be de
stroyed,” he said.

Elsewhere in the 
commonwealth, vio
lence flared in Mol
dova between the Ro
manian-speaking ma

jority and ethnic Rus
sians.

Moldova’s Interior 
Ministry said three 
people were shot dead

had
scalped.” said Assad 
Faradzhev, an aide to 
Karabakh’s Azeri gov
ernor.

“When we began to 
pick up bodies, they 
(Armenians) began fir

Karabakh lent ere- 
dence to Azeri reports counted 35 and it 
of a massacre. looked as though there

Azeri officials and were almost as many 
journalists who flew in the second. Some 
briefly to the region by had their heads cut off 
helicopter brought and many had been 
back three dead chil- burned. They were all 
dren with the backs of men and a few had 
their heads blown off. been wearing khaki 
They said shooting by uniforms," she said. 
Armenians had pre- Ethnic violence and 
vented them from re- economic crisis threat- 
trieving more bodies. en to tear apart the 

“Women and chil- Commonwealth of In- 
dren had been dependent States.

The commonwealth

buffer separating war
ring Armenians and 
Azeris.

The two sides made 
no attempt to inter
fere, it added.

“Columns of equip
ment and personnel 
are being withdrawn 
with all types of com
bat support and cover. 
The opposing sides in 
Nagorno-Karabakh are 
not hindering their 
movement,” the agen
cy quoted the Trans
caucasian military 
headquarters as say
ing.

The 366th regiment, 
based in the regional 
capital of Stepanakert, 
has been caught at the 
center of intense fight
ing between Arme
nians and Azeris in 
which at least three of 
its soldiers were killed 
late last month.
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continues on the 
next page

Continued from Page At
“A week ago, I could have for

given the Armenians,” said Gad
zhi ev, a soft-spoken Azerbaijani 
lawyer and leader of the Popular 
Front “But now, after handling 
the mutilated corpses of chil
dren, 1 cannot forgive.”

For four years, Christian Ar
menians and Muslim Azerbaijan
is have fought a blood war for 
control of this predominantly Ar
menian enclave, called Nagorno- 
Karabakh, inside Azerbaijan. 
Each side has accused the other 
of atrocities.

Now, with Khojaly, the strug
gle has sunk to new depths of 
savagery, and the pictures broad
cast worldwide last week of doz
ens of dead women, children and 
elderly people have finally put 
the struggle in Nagorno-Kara
bakh on the map.

Questions on commonwealth

The Khojaly attack raised fun
damental questions about the vi
ability of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, of which 
both Armenia and Azerbaijan 
are members, and the common
wealth army, accused of helping 
Armenians gun down Azerbai
janis.

Both Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have alleged that ex-Soviet forces 
are supporting their adversaries.

■ Reports of massacre at
Azerbaijani village signal 

new level of savagery in 

struggle over
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Azerbaijan Attack May Spark all out war 
Fen Montaigne,
The Fresno Bee, March 14, 1992, pg. 1/9

Armenian 
attack may

The reports from Khojaly pose 
disturbing and embarrassing 
questions for the tightly knit, 
highly respected and influential 
Armenian diaspora in America 
and throughout the world. Ever 
since the 1915-16 massacre of an 
estimated 1 million Armenians 
by the Turks, the Armenians 
have been widely seen as victims, 
an ancient people — like the 
Jews — in search of a secure 
homeland.

Now, after Khojaly, the histor
ical victims are being accused of 
butchery.

Armenian spokesmen have 
said that their fighters took Kho
jaly because it was a key strate
gic point, necessary to protect 
the regional capital, Stepanakert, 
from Azerbaijani shelling, and 
that innocent civilians were not 
purposely killed during the at
tack. Robert Arakilov, with the 
Armenian mission in Moscow, 
even praised the Armenian ac
tion, saying, “We indeed had a 
successful storming of Khojaly 
on the morning of February 26.” 
Some Armenians have contended 
that the footage of dead women 
and children is fake.

A first indication of Armenian 
regret over the bloodshed came 
from the leadership of the en
clave’s Parliament, representing 
only the Armenian majority, on 
March 4.

By Fen Montaigne
Kninht-RjdderNewsDaDersii^^^_^̂ ^_

AGDAM, Azerbaijan — At the 
town mosque, a man washed a 
headless corpse for burial as a 
large crowd stood and watched, 

muttering curses.
At a makeshift army hospital 

in old green train cars, wounded 
Azerbaijani women and children 
sat in the stuffy cars and de
scribed the attack on their town 
of Khojaly: how Armenian fight
ers and soldiers of the former 
Soviet army surrounded the vil
lage, raked it with gunfire for 
several hours, stormed the town 
and then gunned down civilians 
fleeing into the hills.

And at the headquarters of 
Azerbaijan’s Popular Front, 
where hundreds of unshaven 

men and women with head 
shawls waited for news of miss
ing relatives, Rustam Gadzhiev 
got to the essence of one of the 
world’s nastiest ethnic conflicts 
— a conflict that threatens to 
erupt into all-out war on the 
southern rim of the former 
Soviet Union.

Please see Azerbaijan, Page A9
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‘Totally groundless’

The press center of the com
monwealth army denied last 
week that its troops had taken 
part in the assault on Khojaly. 
“Such speculation is totally 
groundless," it said.

And Azerbaijani officials have 
acknowledged that in earlier 
stages of the conflict, Soviet 
troops joined them in attacking 
Armenian villages. The Arme
nians say atrocities were com
mitted on their citizens in those 
attacks.

Over the last year, the tide of 
battle has turned in favor of the 
well-armed and well-organized 
Armenians, who now control al
most all of Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenians have suc
ceeded in overrunning almost al! 
of the 55 Azerbaijani villages 
that once existed in Nagorno-Ka
rabakh.

Five years ago, Azerbaijanis* 
made up about 50,000 of the 
200,000 people living in Nagor
no-Karabakh. Now, Azerbaijani 
officials say that fewer than 
10,000 Azerbaijanis remain.

down. Women said their hus
bands were rounded up and shot 
to death or beaten in front of 
them.

Virtually all the eyewitnesses 
here said the commonwealth ar
my first surrounded the village 
with armored vehicles about 
10:30 p.m. Feb. 25. Barrages by 
the armored personnel carriers 
softened up the village for sever
al hours before the actual as
sault, witnesses said.

In a videotape made by Azer
baijani officials here, deserting 
Russian soldiers from the 366th 
Motorized Rifle Unit — the out
fit accused of taking part in the 
Khojaly attack — described an 
army unit completely out of con
trol.

A man identified as Pvt. Yuri 
Yakhovich said, “I just want to 
say that in the unit, the over
whelming majority of the officers 
were bought off by the Arme
nians.”

Another soldier, identified as 
Pvt. Alexei Bondarev, said that 
in recent months, Russian and 
Armenian officers routinely load
ed 10 to 12 armored personnel 
carriers with ammunition and 
men and headed out for what 
they called “night duty." Bondar
ev said the commonwealth 
troops and Armenian fighters at- 
tacked Azerbaijani settlements.

The Armenian news agency 
Pro Armenia said the presidium 
passed a resolution expressing 
regret that peaceful civilians had 
been killed during the Khojaly 
operation and offering condo
lences to relatives.

Toll in dispute__________________

The number of dead remains 
in dispute. More than 100 Azer
baijani corpses have been recov
ered and buried, about 75 of 
them here in Agdam. Western 
photographers who flew in the 
direction of Khojaly, about 12 
miles from here, said they saw 
dozens of bodies strewn about 
the hills and forests.

The Armenians now control 
the Khojaly region, and the pho
tographers were fired upon and 
forced to turn back. Greek-Amer
ican photographer Kosta Sakel- 
lariou said he saw about 30 
corpses lying in one small area. 
Some of the men had been 
scalped, one woman’s fingers had 
been cut off and the heads of 
some babies had been virtually 
shot off, apparently from close 
range, Sakellanou said.

In separate interviews with 
the Philadelphia Inquirer, a doz- 
er|- ^Azerbaijani survivors de
scribed a similar scene in which 
fleeing men, women and children 
were indiscriminately gunned 
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❖ Local officials in Adam, just outside Nagorno-Karabakh, said Azeris fleeing nearby 
Khojaly were left to die in a snow-covered mountain pass as Armenian forces advanced 
(“Troops Retreat Amid Gunfire”, Newsdav: February 29, 1992, pg.8A).

❖ Fighting over the enclave intensified during the past week after Armenian fighters 
overran the town of Khojaly. Azeri refugees forced to trek across snow-covered 
mountains were still trickling into Agdam on Sunday and were treated in a makeshift 
hospital made up of disused rail cars... Azeri officials said 1000 people were killed in 
the assault on Khojaly... ("2 Convoys Seek Pullout in Karabakh”, The Daily Oklahoman, 
March 2, 1992, pg. 68/76).

❖ Dozens of bodies lay scattered around the killing fields of Nagorno-Karabakh
yesterday, evidence of the worst massacre in four years of fighting over the disputed 
territory. Azeri officials who returned from the scene to this town about nine miles 
away brought back three dead children, the backs of their heads blown off. At the local 
mosque, six other bodies lay stretched out, fully clothed, with their limbs frozen in the 
positions in which they were killed. Their faces were black from the cold. Those who 
returned from a brief visit by helicopter to Khojaly, captured by the Armenians last 
week, said they had seen similar sights - only more. One Russian journalist said he had 
counted about 30 bodies within a radius of 50 yards from where the helicopter landed. 
Azerbaijan says 1,000 people were killed. “Women and children had been scalped”, 
said Assad Faradzhev, an aide to Karabakh’s Azeri governor. Mr. Faradzhev said the 
helicopter, bearing Red Cross markings and escorted by two MI-24 helicopters of the 
former Soviet army, succeeded in picking up only the three children before Armenian 
militants opened fire. Reuters photographer Frederique Lengaigne saw two trucks full 
of Azeri corpses near Aghdam. “In the first one, I counted 35, and it looked as though 
there were almost as many in the second. Some had their heads cut off and many had 
been burned. In Aghdam’s mosque, the dead bodies lay on mattresses under a naked 
light bulb. Hundreds of people crowded outside chanting Islamic prayers. Some wept 
uncontrollably and collapsed near their dead relatives, brought to the town by truck 
only minutes earlier. Chilling film of dozens of stiffened corpses scattered over a 
snowy hillside backed accounts of the slaughter of women and children sobbed out by 
refugees who made it safely out of the disputed Caucasus enclave. Azerbaijani 
television showed pictures of one truckload of bodies brought to the Azeri town of 
Aghdam, some with their faces apparently scratched with knives or their eyes gouged 

❖ A Reuters correspondent in Agdam saw crowds weeping outside a hospital that was 
treating more than 100 wounded Azeris from the town of Khojaly. Ambulance sirens 
wailed above the thunder of distant artillery fire. She said it was impossible to find out 
how many people were killed when Armenian fighters captured Khojaly on Wednesday 
(Jonathan Lyons, “Peace broken in Armenian enclave”, The Philadelphia Inquirer, 

February 28, 1992, pg. A9).

Extracts from journalist dispatches published on the 
U.S. newspapers on Khojaly Genocide

❖ There have been widely differing accounts about the scale of the latest casualties 
following the Armenian attack on the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly. Azerbaijani 
refugees in the nearby city of Agdam have spoken of up to 500, dead but the
Armenians claim that only ‘two people’ were killed in the attack. Special correspondent 
Thomas Goltz reported from Adam today that the city, which lies just east of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, was under rocket attack and many residents were fleeing (Michael Dobbs, 
“Moscow Orders Its Army Troops Out of Nagorno-Karabakh”, The Washington Post, 

February 29, 1992, pg. A24).
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❖ ..Armenian militiamen went on the offensive last week, attacking the Azerbaijani 
populated Karabakh village of Khojaly and killing dozens, if not hundreds, of
residents. Videotape obtained by Western television networks showed more than three 
dozen bodies, including children, scattered on a hillside near Khojaly. Azerbaijanis, 
say at least 1,000 people were killed. (Michael Dobbs, “Russian Troops Caught In 
Growing Ethnic Strife”, The Washington Post, March 4, 1992, pg. Al 6).

❖ Police said Tuesday they had recovered the bodies of 120 Azerbaijanis killed as they 
fled an Armenian assault in Nagorno-Karabakh, and that they were being blocked from 
retrieving more dead. Videotapes broadcast Tuesday by commonwealth television and 
ABC-TV showed the bodies of dozens of victims including women and children, 
scattered on hillsides outside Khojaly. Azerbaijani men with Kalashnikov rifles slung 
over their shoulders sobbed as they collected the bodies, some of which had been 
mutilated. A police official who would not give his name said they were corpses 
recovered from the rolling hills in Nagorno-Karabakh over the last day. Coffins were 
stacked up outside the morgue awaiting more bodies, but Sgt. Ilgar Aliev, a riot police 
officer, said Azerbaijani officials were having difficulty retrieving the dead. Armenian 
fighters are demanding gasoline and weapons before allowing the Azerbaijanis to 
retrieve the bodies, Aliev said (“Armenians deny 1,000 massacred”, Chicago Tribune, 
March 4, 1992; pg.4).

out. One little girl had her arms stretched out as if crying for help. “Even the fascists 
did nothing like this”, said Aghdam militia commander Rashid Mamedov. A helicopter 
pilot who took cameramen and Western correspondents over the area reported seeing 
some corpses lying around Khojaly and dozens more near the Askeran Gap, a 
mountain pass only a few miles from Aghdam (Brian Killen, “Atrocity reports horrify 
Azerbaijan”, The Washington Times, March 3, 1992).

❖ Popular demonstrations have been held all this week outside the Azerbaijani 
Parliament in support of demands for action against the enclave's Armenian 
separatists after their raid last week on the city of Khojaly. Scores of civilians were 
slain there in what survivors have described as a massacre of innocent peasants... The 
parliamentary debate here was heightened by a shouting crowd of protesters outside 
and by the screening of videotapes of the aftermath of the attack on Khojaly. Bodies 
were found decapitated, and residents told of rape and the slaying of children by the 
raiders... (Francis X. Clines, “Angry Azerbaijanis Impel Chief to Quit”, The New York 
Times, March 7, 1992, pg. 3).

❖ Meantime, Azerbaijani accusations also mounted Monday of a massacre in the
Nagorno-Karabakh town of Khojaly, where Azerbaijani officials say that 1,000 people 
died in an Armenian attack last week. Armenia denies that anywhere near as many 
people died when its militants took the town. Western reporters in the region said they 
had seen dozens of Azerbaijani corpses. (Carey Goldberg, “Toll Rises in Ex-Soviet Areas' 
Ethnic Warfare”, Los Angeles Times, March 3, 1992, pg. A4).

❖ It was in that very area that scores of refugees from the Azerbaijani-populated town of 
Khojaly were reportedly gunned down by Armenian militants last week. Azerbaijanis 
claim that a total of 1000 Khojaly residents may have died in the Armenian attack on 
the town, and about 200 bodies have been recovered (Carey Goldberg, “Azerbaijani 
Leader Resigns Amid New Tumult: Nagorno-Karabakh”, Los Angeles Times, March 7, 

1992, pg. A8)
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❖ In February, Armenians drove the Azerbaijanis out of their second-largest settlement 
there, Khojaly, in a slaughter that witnesses said cost the lives of at least 100 civilians 
(John-Thor Dahlburg, “Armenians Attack Karabakh City”, Los Angeles Times, May 9, 

1992, pg. A29).

❖ Last week, former Soviet troops were reported to have backed Armenian forces in the 
capture of the village of Khojaly, a battle that was allegedly followed by the massacre 
of hundreds of Azeri villagers...Khojaly was also a legitimate target, [Manuel Sarkisyan] 
said. (Paul Quinn-Judge, “200 reported dead in Armenian-Azeri clashes”, Boston Globe. 
March 8, 1992, pg.2).

❖ Azerbaijani militiamen have sworn to avenge an alleged massacre by Armenian forces 
last week in Khojaly, an Azerbaijani town in Karabakh. Videotape showing dozens of 
bodies of Azerbaijani civilians, including women and children, strewn across a hillside 
created a groundswell of public anger in Baku and other Azerbaijani cities (Michael 
Dobbs, “Azerbaijan's President Resigns Over Reports of War Massacre”, The Washington 

Post, March 7, 1992; pg. Al 5; “Turmoil in Azerbaijan Forces President Out”, News day, 

March 7, 1992; pg. 8A).

❖ Something grim and unconscionable happened in the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly two 
weeks ago. So far, some 200 dead Azerbaijanis, many of them mutilated, have been 
transported out of the town tucked inside the Armenian-dominated enclave of
Nagorno-Karabakh for burial in neighboring Azerbaijan. The total number of dead - the 
Azerbaijanis claim 1,324 civilians were slaughtered, most of them women and children 
-- is unknown... Videotapes circulated by the Azerbaijanis include images of disfigured 
civilians, some of them scalped, others shot through the head (Jill Smolowe, “Tragedy 
Massacre in Khojaly”, TIME, March 26, 1992).

❖ Since their capture of the airstrip at Khojaly late last month, ethnic Armenian fighters 
have been shipping in weapons and fuel daily on flights from Yerevan. And the
Armenian government's claim that it is only an ‘interested third party’ seems
increasingly suspect (Paul Quinn-Judge, “Time appears short for Vance peace bid”, The 
Boston Globe, March 17, 1992, pg. 12).

❖ Khojaly was seized in late February by Armenian forces, who were accused by
Azerbaijanis of killing several hundred civilians. Armenians said the death toll was 
inflated, although International Red Cross representatives said in Baku last week that 
they have verified 580 deaths... Azerbaijani Defense Ministry officials told Turan that 
more than 500 Armenians had been killed or wounded in the new offensive; they put 
their casualties at 50 dead and 130 wounded (Michael Parks, “Azerbaijanis Retake 15 
Karabakh Villages”, Los Angeles Times, June 15, 1992, pg. A2).

❖ Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last week: a place of mourning refugees and 
dozens of mangled corpses dragged to a makeshift morgue behind the mosque. They 
were ordinary Azerbaijani men, women and children of Khojaly, a small village in war- 
torn Nagorno-Karabakh overrun by Armenian forces on Feb. 25-26. Many were killed at 
close range while trying to flee; some had their faces mutilated, others were scalped. 
While the victims’ families mourned. (Pascal Privat with Steve Le Vine, “The face of a 
massacre”, Newsweek, March 16, 1992).
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❖ “Before Khojali, the Azerbaijanis thought that they were joking with us, they thought 
that the Armenians were people who could not raise their hand against the civilian 
population. We were able to break that [stereotype]. And that's what happened.” 
(Testimony of Armenia’s former president Serzh Sargsyan; Thomas de Waal, “Black 
Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War”, NYU Press, 2003, p. 172)

❖ “There, in the hillocks and within sight of safety, Mountainous Karabagh soldiers had 
chased them down...The Arabo fighters had then unsheathed the knives they had 
carried on their hips for so long, and began stabbing... Now, the only sound was the 
wind whistling through dry grass, a wind that was too early yet to blow away the 
stench of corpses... Monte [...] had staggered across two killing fields soaked with the 
fresh blood of captives and unarmed peasants. Monte crunched over the grass where 
women and girls were scattered like broken dolls.” (Markar Melkonian, “My Brother’s 
Road. An American’s Fateful Journey to Armenia”, I.B.Tauris, 2005, p.213)

❖ "[T]he Armenians had surrounded Xodjali and delivered an ultimatum: ‘get out or 
die’... It was there, in the hillocks and within sight of safety, that something horrible 
awaited them: a gauntlet of lead and fire. "They just shot and shot and shot," wailed a 
woman named Raisha Aslanova. One thousand dead in one night? It seemed
impossible. But when we began cross-referencing, the wild claims about the extent of 
the killing began to look all too true... There were 477 that day, a number that did not 
include those missing and presumed dead, nor those victims whose entire families 
had been wiped out and thus had no one to register them as dead before God. The 
number 477 represented only the number of confirmed dead by survivors who had 
made it to Agdam... a massacre had occurred, and the world had to know...” (Thomas 
Goltz, “Azerbaijan Diary: A Rogue Reporter’s Adventures in an Oil-Rich, War-Torn, 
Post-Soviet Republic”, Armonk: M.E. Sharpe, New York, 1998)

❖ “In February 1992, Karabakh Armenian forces reportedly backed by soldiers from the 
366th Motor Rifle Regiment of the Russian Army seized the Azeri-populated town of
Khojali, about seven kilometers outside of Stepanakert. More than 200 civilians were 
killed in the attack, the largest massacre to date in the conflict.” (“Azerbaijan: Seven 
Years of Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh”, Human Rights Watch/Helsinki, December 
8, 1994, p.6, https://www.hrw.org/reports/AZER%20Conflict%20in%20N-
K%20Dec94_0.pdf)

❖ “The circumstances surrounding the attack...on those fleeing Khojaly indicate that 
Armenian forces and the troops of the 366th CIS regiment...deliberately disregarded 
this customary law restraint on attacks...In addition, [witnesses] all indicated that 
there was sufficient light to allow for reasonable visibility and, thus, for the attackers 
to distinguish unarmed civilians from those persons who were armed and/or using 
weapons...[T]he evidence suggests that the attackers indiscriminately directed their 
fire at all fleeing persons. Under these circumstances, the killing of fleeing 
combatants could not justify the foreseeably large number of civilian casualties.”... 
“Beginning February 27, Azerbaijani helicopters brought in personnel who attempted 
to collect bodies and assist the wounded...Members of the first rescue group, who 
were accompanied by a French journalist, reported that some of the corpses had been 
scalped or otherwise mutilated.” (“Bloodshed in the Caucasus”, Human Rights
Watch/Helsinki, September 1992, p.24,
https://www.hrw.org/reports/1992%20Bloodshed%20in%20Cauc%20-
%20Escalation%20in%20NK.pdf)
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Resolutions on Khojaly Massacre adopted by U.S. State Assemblies

Flouse Resolution 535 sponsored by Jim Murphy, 
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/82R/billtext/pdf/HR005 3 5F.pdf#navpanes=0___________
House Resolution 565 sponsored by Hubert Vo (D)
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/83R/billtext/html/IIR0Q565Lhtm______________________
The House Resolution 1594 sponsored by Edward Lindsey, Tom Taylor, Doug Collins, Scott 
Holcomb, https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/legislation/document/20112012/122837_________
Memorial Resolution HM3 sponsored by Debbie Rodella,
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/13%20Regular/final/HM003.pdf_____________________
The House Resolution IIR1004 sponsored by Jonathan Barnett (R) and Karen Hopper (R), 
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2013%2FPublic%2FIIR
1004.pdf___________________________________________________________________________
Senate Resolution 3 introduced by Senator Tom Ivester (D),
http://webserver 1 .lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013- 14%20ENR/SRES/SR3%20ENR.PDF__________
Flouse Resolution 23, sponsored by Henry Zuber (R) and Jeffrey Guice (R), 
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2013/html/HR/HR0023IN.htm________________
House Resolution 171, sponsored by Murt, V. Brown, Caltagirone, Cohen, Denlinger, 
Gingrich, Hennessey, Hess, Kortz, Micozzie, Millard, Readshaw, Sonney, 
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr 
=2013&sessInd=0&billBodv=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=017 l&pn= 1199_______________________
Flouse Resolution 136 sponsored by Readshaw; Co-sponsored by D. Costa, McNeill, 
Harhart, Hennessey, V. Brown, Cohen, Helm, Donatucci, Wheeland, Kirkland, Sturla, 
Caltagirone, Davis, Thomas, Millard, Gingrich, Davidson,
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr 
=2015&sessInd=0&billBodv=H&billTyp=R&billNbr=0136&pn=0772_______________________
House Resolution 48 sponsored by Towns, Hardaway, Cooper,
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/108/resolutions/hr0048.pdf____________________
House Concurrent Resolution 104, sponsored by Walters, Ambler, Anderson, Arvon, Ashley, 
Barill, Border, Canterbury, Cowles, Eldridge, Ellem, Evans, D., Ferns, Hamilton, Hamrick, 
Hunt, Iaquinta, Marcum, McCuskey, Nelson, E., Pasdon, Raines, Shott, Smith, R., Storch, 
Stowers and Sumner,
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=hcrl04%20intr.htm&vr=20 
13&sesstype=RS&i=104&houseorig=II&billtype=CR_____________________________________
Senate Resolution 40, sponsored by Authored by Senators Brandt Ilershman and Lonnie 
Randolph, http://iga.in.gOv/static-documents/0/3/a/2/03a2ccb5/SR0040.02.CQMS.pdf 
House Resolution 607, sponsored by William Wiley, https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi- 
bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+IIR607ER


