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The emergence of clan militia groups such as Laasnod ones, aligning themselves with extremist entities 
presents a clear and present danger in the region. Lifting the embargo could fuel these groups, 
jeopardizing regional security and exacerbating ongoing humanitarian crises.

The Government of the Republic of Somaliland urges the UN Security Council to thoroughly consider the 
serious ramifications of lifting the arms embargo, and establish effective enforcement and protection 
mechanisms to curb the proliferation of weapons in Somalia before considering any changes to the 
current embargo.

The Government of the Republic of Somaliland remains committed to constructive collaboration with 
regional stakeholders and the international community. We are dedicated to addressing pressing 
concerns that pose a threat to regional peace, security, and stability.

The devastating civil war in Somalia, which claimed the lives of over 200,000 Somaliland citizens, serves 
as a stark reminder of the dangers of readily available weapons. We have firsthand experience with the 
devastating consequences of uncontrolled arms proliferation, and we remain vigilant against the threat 
of extremist groups and militia forces.

Hargeisa, Somaliland - December 2, 2023: The Government of the Republic of Somaliland expresses its 
deep concern and opposition to the lifting of the arms embargo imposed on Somalia since 1992 by UN 
Security Council Resolution 733 (1992). We believe that lifting the embargo at this time would have 
detrimental ramifications for Somaliland, the Horn of Africa region, and the international community.
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Somalia has not demonstrably established effective weapons tracing systems, oversight mechanisms, or 
ammunition management policies. This raises serious concerns regarding the potential diversion of 
weapons to terrorist and extremist groups, further destabilizing the region. An arms race among 
extremist militia groups in Somalia is a distinct possibility when the embargo is already lifted. This would 
undoubtedly undermine regional security and stability, creating a dangerous arms-fueled environment.

https://mfa.govsomaliland.org/article/hargeisa-somaliland-december-2-2023-government-republic- 
soma?category=press-release


