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Banned Dominican chicken, flour costs Haiti millions | Miami Herald

As pedestrians fight their way through a chaotic crowd of vendors and motorcycles and wheelbarrows laden with
goods on the Ouanaminthe-Dajabon border in northeast Haiti, child protection workers monitor the movement
looking for child traffickers. Jacqueline Charles jcharles@miamiherald.com

Dorsainvil presented his findings earlier this year during a high-level discussion that included
members of the Dominican private sector and State Department officials at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies, a Washington think tank. A follow-up discussion was held in
March in Port-au-Prince with Haitian lawmakers. On Friday, Haiti's Central Bank will also tackle
the issue as part of a seminar on corruption that's expected to be attended by President Jovenel
Moise.
"A failed Haiti is a threat to the United States," said Georges Sassine, president of the Association
of Haitian Industries, a grouping of Haiti's manufacturing companies. "President Jovenel Moise
did not create the problem. He inherited it. What we are trying to do is get the U.S. government to
put its weight behind Mr. Moi'se, to combat contraband."
Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee who isn't a
signatory on the congressional letter, also raised the contraband problem as part of Trump
secretary of state nominee Michael Pompeo's confirmation hearing before his committee. "What
more can the U.S. do to... crack down on illicit contraband trade between Haiti and the
Dominican Republic, and bring sorely needed revenues to the government of Haiti?" Corker
asked in a question submitted to Pompeo.

Pompeo, who advanced on Tuesday to a full Senate floor vote, said if confirmed he would seek to
complete an ongoing U.S. Agency for International Development $4 million customs support
project aimed at enhancing Haiti’s revenue collection and contraband interdiction.
Pompeo also promised to continue the department's efforts to train and professionalize the Haiti
National Police.
Of Haiti’s 13,779 police officers, only 118 are currently assigned to the border, as part of a pilot
project launched last fall by the Haiti National Police. But analysts say the numbers, which are
nowhere near the 6,000 Dominican military stationed across the border, aren't enough to
prevent the crossing of between 1,000 and 1,500 people a day, much less the large volumes of
goods being illegally transported in trucks across the border usually after closing.
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Dear Chairman Shelby, Ranking Member Leahy, Chairman Frelinghuysen and
Ranking Member Lowey,
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We are writing to express our thanks for the support provided to Haiti in both the
Senate and House 2018 State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs
Appropriations bills. As you continue through the appropriations process, we
encourage you to ensure efforts that will aid Haiti’s recovery and development
remain in the bill language. We also ask you to consider ways you could further
foster recovery and security in Haiti.
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We recognize that the United States has provided Haiti with large amounts of
financial aid and other forms of assistance after the devastating earthquake in
2010. Further, additional natural disasters, such as Hurricane Matthew in 2017,
continue to impact Haiti’s progress and necessitate additional commitments from
the United States and our international partners to guarantee regional stability and
Haiti’s long-term success.
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First, it is essential that the United States continue to contribute to the United
Nations Haiti Cholera Multi-Partner Trust Fund. Peacekeepers from the United
Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti inadvertently introduced cholera to Haiti in
the months following the earthquake, and since then thousands of Haitians have
died and many more have been sickened by the disease. Continued funding for
U.N. efforts to address the crisis that originated in its own peacekeeping camps is
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essential. We were gratified to see the Senate bill allocated $1.75 million to the trust fund and hope to see that
allocation remain in the conference report.
Second, deforestation remains a significant problem in Haiti. The earthquake destroyed large swaths of land
cover, leading to increased flash floods and mudslides. These natural disasters deplete soil fertility and cause
drops in crop yields, harming fanners and contributing to food insecurity. Additionally, the cholera outbreak
contributed to rapid deforestation after the earthquake, as Haitians were forced to cut remaining trees for
firewood, so water could be boiled and sterilized. However, reforestation efforts along the Haitian-Dominican
border have already reduced environmental vulnerability and created jobs. We note with great appreciation
that the Senate allocated $8.5 million of Haiti’s total development assistance is for reforestation efforts and we
would encourage you to continue to support reforestation in Haiti.
Finally, after the earthquake the port facilities of Port-au-Prince were put out of operation and much of the
international aid came to Haiti via the land border with the Dominican Republic. This increased use of the land
border occurred in a context in which Haiti lacks customs and border security infrastructure and personnel.
Consequently, the use of the land routes for international aid soon led to the widespread rerouting of cargo
from the port facilities in Port-au-Prince to transshipment through the Dominican Republic. Now, almost all
trade between Haiti and the Dominican Republic enters the country as contraband over the land border. Both
licit and illicit goods, including drugs and arms, enter Haiti with no check or verifications. In addition to
supporting international criminal activity, this contraband trade deprives the Government of Haiti of hundreds
of millions of dollars in customs revenues and fees each year. Contraband also undermines Haiti’s legitimate
private sector, which in turn threatens Haitian jobs and Haiti’s overall economic development.
We welcome language in both the House and Senate bills that notes this growing problem and we encourage
you to consider further efforts. We suggest the Committee dedicate $15 million for the completion and
implementation of the plan referenced in the Senate bill to address the border security threat, and also the initial
funding for land border security infrastructure and technology and training and equipping of a land border
security force. An effective response to this problem will address the need to increase Haitian Government
revenues, reduce criminality and corruption, reinforce the private sector and sustainable employment
generation, and reduce a threat to the United States from organized crime.
We thank you for your consideration of each of these requests.

Cedric L. Richmond
Chair, Congressional Black Caucus
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