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Readout of Meeting Between Colombian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Holguin and U.S. Secretary of State Tillerson 

Washington, DC - U.S.' Secretary of State Rex Tillerson met today with Colombian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Maria Angela Holguin Cuellar in Washington, DC. The meeting 
reaffirmed the strong U.S.-Colombia alliance and that Colombia and the United States 
would continue to cooperate closely on counter-narcotics efforts and economic issues and 
security. Following the meeting, Minister Holguin said: 

"Colombia is the United States' top ally in Latin America, and, Secretary Tillerson and I 
discussed how we can ensure our strategic partnership only 'continues to get strongei. 

"We discussed Colombia's comprehensive counter-narcotics strategy and the possibility of 
the establishment ofa new Pacific Naval Task Force through which Colombia, the United 
States and other countries of the region would coordinate efforts to increase our maritime 
interdiction. For our Peace Agreement implementation to succeed, we must seek to end the 
problem of illicit drugs. I expressed our gratitude to the Trump Administration for its support 
of our counter-narcotics efforts. 

"We also discussed how critical economic prosperity is to security and stability, and we 
agreed that further strengthening the U.S.-Colombia economic partnership would benefit 
both our nations, our citizens and the entire region. To that end, we also discussed 
Colombia's expected accession to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD). 

"We also reiterated the importance of the high-level dialogue between.the United States and 
Colombia to find ways to continue expanding and diversifying our bilateral agenda. 

"Lastly, Secretary Tillerson and I discussed the central role of Colombia in building security, 
stability and p

1
eace in Latin America, particularly as it concerns the situation in Venezuela. 

> 
"Colombia deeply appreciates the unwavering bipartisan support we have received from the 
United States, starting with Plan Colombia 17 years ago to the Peace Colombia aid initiative 
today. Secretary Tillerson and I agreed that we must remain focused on preserving and 
promoting democracy, freedom, equality and peace - the shared values that have made the 
U.S.-Colombia bond so vigorous." 
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Connect with Colombia. \_ 

Learn about Colombia's work iii the United States 
through our social channels: 
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