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Tourism Soars in Colombia 
 

Santos Administration Set to Leave Impressive Mark on Tourism Industry 
 

Travelers from across the United States, and around the world, are flocking to Colombia to discover its 
food (arepas, anyone?), culture and scenery, from stunning beaches in Cartagena and Santa Marta to 
bustling cities like Bogotá and Medellín. Under the leadership of President Juan Manuel Santos and his 
Administration, tourism in Colombia has skyrocketed over the last seven years.  
 
Tourism: By the Numbers  
 

• The number of visiting tourists has increased by 150 percent since 2010, reaching 6.5 
million.  

 
• Colombia earned $4.3 million in revenue in 2017 from the tourism industry.  
 
• The number of foreign visitors increased by 28 percent from January through November 

2017 compared to the same period in 2016.  
 

• Jobs relating to tourism grew from 1.5 million in 2010 to 1.8 million in 2017. 
 

2017: A Record Year in Tourism 
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Providencia  
Photo Credit: Colombia Travel 

 

Planning Your Next Getaway?  
 

It’s easier than ever to book a trip to Colombia – just in time for spring break or if you’re planning a  
summer getaway!  
 

• Every week, 219 direct flights connect nine U.S. cities with six cities in Colombia.  
• In the United States, there are direct flights from Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Orlando, Atlanta, 

Washington, DC, Dallas, New York, Houston and Boston.  
• Avianca, United Airlines, American Airlines, Delta Air Lines, JetBlue, Spirit Airlines, LATAM 

and VivaColombia all fly between Colombia and the United States.  
• U.S.-Colombia air travel connectivity represents 22 percent of Colombia’s international 

connectivity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
In Tweets: Tourism in Colombia 

 

 

Medellín  
Photo Credit: Colombia Travel 
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What We’re Reading  

 
• Cleveland.com: “Colombia offers unspoiled beauty for tourists after being unreachable 

for decades (photos)” | February 13, 2018 (Read) 
Excerpt: “Huge areas of Colombia, which for nearly a half-century were unreachable by 
outsiders, have begun to open their doors to eco-tourists attracted by the unspoiled beauty of 
rainforests and rivers and the villages of indigenous people seemingly locked in time. The 
transformation has come in the aftermath of a peace agreement struck two years ago between 
the Colombian government and the revolutionary FARC rebels …”  
 

• Culture Trip: “Where to See the Best Panoramic Views in Colombia” | February 12, 2018 
(Read) 
Excerpt: “Colombia, with its three Andean ranges, vast jungles, coastal mountains and both 
Caribbean and Pacific coastlines, is a country made up of incredible panoramic views. From the 
heights of the Andes to the breathtaking vistas over endless swathes of untouched jungles, 
here’s where you can see the best panoramic views on your trip to Colombia.” 
 

• Condé Nast Traveler: “The Best Places to Visit in March” | January 26, 2018 (Read) 
Excerpt: “Cartagena, Colombia – March is one of the hottest, driest months here—barely 
reaching a quarter inch of rainfall for the entire month. It’s the ideal climate for a trip to this 
oceanfront, colonial-era hub, which offers a handy twofer as both city break and beach getaway. 
Squint slightly on a bougainvillea-wreathed street in the UNESCO-protected Old Town, and it’s 
like stepping onto the pages of a magic realist novel from Colombia’s own Gabriel García 
Márquez. Then head for Getsemani, a once-rundown neighborhood a short ride beyond the city 
walls, for a thriving street art scene and some of the city’s best nightlife—we dare you not to 
dance at the raucously irresistible salsa bar, Café Havana.” 

 
• Vogue: “Bogotá, Colombia Is an Irresistible Dining Destination” | January 13, 2018 (Read) 

Excerpt: “Visitors to Bogotá quickly discover that there is a learning curve when it comes to 
eating in the city. Thanks to the stable high-altitude climate … the city boasts an abundance of 
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locally grown produce that is available throughout the year. Its proximity to the Amazon 
rainforest also gives it access to exquisite produce that is near impossible to find outside of 
Colombia. … Bogota provides a gourmet sensory overload guaranteed to delight even the most 
seasoned foodie-traveler.” 

 
• The New York Times: “52 Places to Go in 2018” | January 10, 2018 (Read) 

Excerpt: “After over a half-century of civil war coming to a close, Colombia is eager to become 
the adventurous, cosmopolitan hot spot it deserves to be. While much work is needed to 
integrate former rebels back into society, foreign tourism rose 250 percent during the past 
decade.” 
 

• The Wall Street Journal: “A Rustic-Chic Tourist Town in the Colombian Jungle” | January 
4, 2018 (Read) 
Excerpt: “At this rate, some say that Minca is shaping up to be the next Ubud in Bali or Tulum on 
Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula—a modern bohemia for travelers who like to caption their sunrise 
photos with yoga mantras and cap their sunsets with moderate partying. Last year, the 
Colombian government funded the paving of the road up to Minca from Santa Marta—a historic 
coastal city—slashing the drive from a few hours to 45 minutes.” 
 

 
 

Connect with Colombia. 
 

Learn about Colombia’s work in the United States  
through our social channels:  
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