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~bj~ Saudi's King Sall'llan ~ with President Trump . 

. · lit ca~ ~u have nofyet seerf~~- President Tr%~•spoke with Saudi Arabia's King $!\Iman, yesterday 
todi~tllss Syria arid Yemen, T~JullWhite House read-ouffs1below as well as a couple artides of -
interest, . . . . . . . 

. N9:tably, tlie Kingdom pf,e'.dgeil ,to ,Slljjpoit safe zones in: S\iii~ ~r):d Yerrien, Tlie twi:> ~adei-s also discllssea 
the:16,iht Comprehensive.Plan_ of:Action and addressing traefis~ctivitiesin the region._ -

; c I • •, • ; • '""' ;•" • • ., • 

•P~~letrne.know if you have~I\Y questions, 

· ·• il:~"arcis'Tara ·· _, __ 8,. ,·-,! 

-keati,iiwc>f thePresijepti$ .. t;al!,~thl(jng Salhtan bi11Abdi~1k Al;Saud of Saudi Arabhl. 
· 1;~1Mi1te: i,1,ou~e . . -. -- .• · _ .- ~f !;~kte;~si~e9fiftafo' ' · 
-,.·.• w .. rv.,., ,. .,. 

-~re~i~~fri,lrnp s~~'tc>tl!Y,~~h~~t~iangf~ll'IW,c/1-ljJyMc:>sques K.[IJ!l Sa/rrian.blft AbdAl-;Aziz Al 
•~lld!>fS~Ar;ibla:Jhetwoleadefs;reaff!rmed .. the.;longstaniling.friendship and strategic partnership 

•·~tle~1:h~ii?fJ~r116i1t=~~::a;z~:r:~:~t~i;:~z:~~~~:ii:t~,h:fJ:i: to 
.addresscba'IJenges'to. regional peace'and security;. inr:fudfngi:he conftrctsin Syi:ia,anlYerhen. The 

.. , pr~~ilr;it ~equested an,il the Kio1fa~~d tii.suppdrt safe:~6e'i:io Syrl~ and Yeme,i; ;jswell~ ~ppc,rti.ng 
· other)tleas to help the many refuge~ who are''dfsplaced by the ongoing eohflicts)i'hey als<l agreed .on 

· · .· t~e'i(l:l~o'i'ta'@ ofrigofott~ly e~forclfig the J~i~t a'i111preh~asK,e Plan .of ActloflWith iran'a'nd of - .. ·· .. 
. . . ad~r~~~vs Iran's cle~!Jillzingregjcinal activities.'.l'he Ffyesi(ientvoiced supporffor the,Kffigclorh's Vision 

_;iQ30,~ri~mif Pf!lffr'~~-•-®ui'f,~@e~e*Jires,se~.·a:desif~t~~ijjlOJ:il.·a.dditional .. st!_iisio~r:~e~ .... -
bilateraleco~mk:andem!rgycc,operation.Thetwo'leacll!rsalsodiscussedan·invi1:at1onfrom,tneKing ·· 

-.. ·•.•·.,~~{$"J};i~f~11~,1d{:J~d,~~i:iif~J~:::\t~,:
5
~;;:.:n:e:e~~~~o:~te'~~~eni 

' ·•and'Kirig Salman'~l6$ed byilridffll:otfr\g their ·personalcoinmltmerit·to cor\trni:red i:ci!'lsiiltatioris'ori•a ' . 
r~?"&~?f.r~i.\>'.~laii~'6j!_il!~ra/i}$~f ' · ·,·. · \ · · ·. · ·. · ' • · · · 
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A statement after the pryone cail said the ti.Yo leaders agreed 011 t_he import_anc:e of strengthe_ning joint 
efforts to fight the.spread of Islamic State.militants. 

"The president requested, arid the Kl rig agreed, to s_upport s·ate zones in Syria and Yemen, a·s well as 
supporting other ideas to help the many refugees who are displaced by the ongoing conflicts/' the 
st_aten,ent said_. 

The Saudi Pre.s.s Agency, i11 an.Initial readout of t_he call, made no specifif ment_ion of safe z.ones, buna_id 
the.two leaders had affirmed the "depth and durability of the.strategic relationship" between the two 
countries. 

The age~cy later said "the custodian of the Two Holy Mosques had confirmed his support and backing 
for setting up safe iones in Syria", but did not mention Yemen, where a Saudi alliance is fighting against 
the Iran-aligned Houthi group. 

A senior 5audl source told Reuters the two leaders spoke for more than an hour by telephone and 
agreed t_o step up count.er-terrorism a_nd niilitary cooperat_ion and enha.nce egmoniic cooperation. 

But the source had no word on whether the.two leaders d·iscussed Trump's order to put a four0 month . . - . . . . - . . . . ' ' . . . . . . . . 

hold on allowing refugees into the United States and temporarily ban travelers from Syria and.six other 
Musiim-majority countries. · ·· 

The source said Saudi Arabia would enhance Its participation in the U.S.-led coalition fighting to oust 
Islamic State from Its strongholds In Iraq arid Syria. 

The White H_ouse statement said the two leaders also agreed on the need to address "Iran's destabilizing 
regional activities." SPA confirmed the report but made no specific mention of Iran. 

Both countries share views about Iranian policies In the region, the saudi source said, suggesting Trump 
agre_ed wltry Rlyad:ry•s Sl!SPicion of 1o11hat It sees a_s Te_hran's. growing influence in the Arab world. Iran 
denies It meddles In Arab countries. 

The. White House statement said the.two also discussed what It called an invitation from the king for 
Trump "to lead a M.iddle East effort to defeat terrorism and to help ·build a new Mure, economicaily and 
s:Oclally," for Sa.udl Arabia arid the region. 

The two also dis.cussed t_he l\ll_usli_n, Brotherrye>od, t_h_e senior s.a.udJ source sai_d, adding In a reference to 
the late al Qaeda leader, "it was mentioned that Osama bin Laden was recruited at an early stage" by 
the organization. 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates designated the Brotherhood a terrorist organization. 
Riyadh fears the Bro.th·erhood, whose Simnl lslamist doctrines challenge the Saudi principle of dynastic 
rule, has tried to build support inside the kingdom since the Arab Spring revolutions; 

U.S. officials and people close to Trump's transition team have ~aid a debate Is und_er way i_n the Trump 
administration whether the United States should also decla°re the Brotherhood a terrorlstorganlzatlon 
and subject It to U.S. sanctions. 
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the ongoing conflicts," tlieWl:ij_te House said. Th.e .two lt!,(dt!~ "~greed on the importance of 
strengthening Joint effortsto figljtt:he .spread of radicat]si~ri,J.c terrorism and also on tti{import~nce of 
worklngjbintly to addr~s ~(l.e11gt!5Jo regional peace arid security, including the conflicts in Syria and 
Yemen/' it said. 

Saudi Arabia is .one of the U,S.'s oldest allies in tile 11/)idd(e:Ellst. Saud.is and 0th.er Gulf Arabs criticized 
i'orrne_i' President Barack Obama for not offering enough SUpPOrt-in the showdown with_ Ir.in. 

Ties were also strained lastyearafter the U;S .. Congress p~ssed a law that allow~victini's of the Sept. 11 
attacks fo siie the klngdom.fifl;e~ri'SatJi:ll nationaist~lfp.i,t)h the attacks on .New York and 
Washington. · ' 

Saud/officials, however, have welcomed Trump's election ·and praised his energy policies as well as his 
c_h13l_i::~_:O.fR\?~Tlllerso_n,.t:he former chairman of Exxon Mobiltorp., as secretary of state, The.kingdom is 
consi_dering New York as a possible:venue for the share saJe of its oil giant Aramco,i_rfwhat could be the 
worli:1' s biggest initial public offering.· :-• . - . - '. ' . . . - " : . 

·"T~ ~a)lljlswelcomed his appointment,• Teneo's, Hawessalck'.'.Jlllerson is someorie, wtio h:as 
· treri'iej-jdi>us diplomatic expe@ilg!•ln;th:e region/' he saldi"He}s a known ·quantity, Right now, I think 
this is g1>ing as well as Saudi policymakers could havftiO:piad."' 

Bin.Laden 

Trump and the Saudi king discussed ways to boost ecolion'iicties, :-ivhich the seliipr ~ud:rperson said 
would increase t_rade andcreatejobs. The call also tatkleifhoW the late al-Qaeda leader, Osama bin 
taden"aimed to destroy tlie ~rigdiiih'sties iNlt_h the U.S. byr'e~fuiting ~audi5.tQ la®.ctJJII~ 9-1,l, attll'g(S, 
.the pt!rs_on ~id.. .. . . . . 

Trump has ordered a review of U.S. strategy to co)llbat ISlainic State fighters ijperatirig iii Iraq and Syria. 
''" a itiemo Saturday, Trump ordered the Joint C~iefs ofStatfto d!!Velop a planwithin'3o days to 
elimmatethe terror group. 

It's unclear how or whethertheistl'ategy would d¢iiiate ftofjfthe Obai:ria ;idniinist~tj91J's ef1'or:ts, \'Yhicj) 
has il:ivco.!xiid dep_loying_u:s.i.$,!cialfc>rce~; sll]lplyingand equipi?,ing local,armies, arid buildi~g a coal.ition 

.. ·airgl'!ljl11,@t.Overth,'.w~ek~n9/a·u1~. servtcel)ian:-iv~sf9J,1,ed ,tn,~· rai_d agaii_\~:al-WJetu,1 niH)Ian15.1_11. · 
YemEin,the first such loss since;Truinp took office, . 

This ma.~al is dist,ibuted by theJ'gdesta Group on be/y]lfpfThe Center for~- aiid'M~ijiii Affairs 
at the SiiudiRoyal Court. ·Additi6itiil 'infonii'atio_ij is ai{a,_iJ.qble.iit the Depiirtml(ntof Just]~, Washin!Jton, 
D.C,.,.,•,.. . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. TARACHANDAA \/tc:t' P~;"s,oi:NT .· 
6 io2\<1s:S21G )~29£s3Ll229 /W w~ l)O~estaiiioupicom 
1001 G Street NW;'Suite lOOOWest, Washington, D,C: 20001 f l#. 

, 1l.: 

. 'I ., 
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Trump also .spoke with Abu Dhabi Crown l'rince S.heikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. In what 
appears to have been a reference to the Muslim Brotherhood, the Crown Prince was.cited by UAE state 
news agency WAM as saying "groups that raise fa!ie slogans and ideologies aim to hid.e their criminal 
truth by spreading chaos and destructioni' 

The White House saidTrump had also·"raised the idea ofsupportlng safe zones for the refugees 
displaced by the conflict in,the region,andthe Crown Prince agreed to support this initiative." 

•- ••••• • ••• ,. ···,,··· - • ,,. .. •< • ., - ' ••• , • • • • • • •••• 

{Reporting By Steve. Hoflarnfih Washlngton,samia rilakhoui in Beirut and William Maclean and Reem 
si,amseddlne in Dubai; Writlil8 byY~ra Biiyoumy; {iiiti~~ of Meredith IVlazzilh) 

. Trtimp~s Calls With.Gulf.Allies Offer. i~slght ori.M@eastPolf~v 
!IV Glen. Carey and Justin Sin~ 

: ~[opin_be(g . . · · · 
January29,20l? 

• .•. 'two days after moving'to, block the entry of citiil!.hs <!'fseven majorifyMusllm cpuntries, President 
·· , ppn~ld Trump'.s taiks. Wi~h:t~o G~lf Arab leader-s ~i~d ni> pubiic merit/on of the ban. The focus; 

· :iristead,.was on a·ntl-terrodsm.effofts'aria confroritlifga ·n,utualfoe: 1rari, ' . . -- - . ·. ~ ... 

Trlifl'.lp spoke by phone on'Sun(lay with Saudi Afabia's~irig Salman, whose CO:ilnW Is horrie to Islam's 
holiest shrines, as well as Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mciharried bin Zayeil. The call with the Saudi 

•· ,:(i):onarch. lasted more thail·a(i houf,ac<:9rdingto_(~.'~nfr1t5audi p:ers9n who sj)oke on condltlo.n of 
anonymity. In addition to fighting terrorism, they agreed. to tackle Iran's ~destabilizing regional 
.activities;" theWtiite House said'. . . .. . 

. . . . . .. -· .. - . - ... 

. Tile. remarks shl!Cl m_ore llghtonTrurnp's.Middie ¢..i~,pof,cy by sigr:i_aling he w111J.ts.to irnprove ties. with 
tfie Sunni'ruled Gulf Ai;lb mpnardlies that felt stiwuieil,oythe U;S. urider .the Obama administration, 
which focused on clinching a nuclear deal with lrariii'lle new iJ.~. president, hc:,wever, stopped short of 
repeating his earlier vows to repeal tlie accc,ril, saying',he agreed with the Saudi king on "the:lmportance .. 
of rigorously enforc:lng". It;· ~~c,Qrdlng to' theTl'l!ri1P!l~n)in~ratlQn. 

"If you are thelncoming.u,s·.,president, you will ~ave.a huge advantage with the'Saudis and.tf:te,,G_ul.f 
S!Jl~es --.just by n9tbelng;Obama,· cf1spin \i~W,es,,l,,6m:to6,llased ni_ariaging director at Teneo 

.. lnt~llgence, said ·in a plio11e,intervfE!w. "The.inipressiim 'rrurnp gives ls that tie.'sees political 
,, '[elatlon5hip5 ln !I bilateral}ra,rn!\wori<, Th~ S,!11,ldl~l!.S, rel~tiqnship'o11 !'!YE!rv obsery~bi!'! leyel fu11~ti9ns 
, cve'fywell. Atiistiirtliig pollitlfyoiiareKlrig'Salman,•this(sall good.{ , .· · . ' . 
,·( .. -, :·' . :_ .'. : '. :: " : ' ' ·::··- / ·:,-,;::';';''( ., · .. ,-., . .,:::·,, ·: 

• _ ' , • • • • •• •· %- : _,:, .;;·;r:"._:_-:::·--. ' :••:·F ,,.<: ·•_·, _:- ,!';: 1 ,Ii , , ·.. . '..: 

.·'' Both S,a,lidl Ara_bia and t_i,:e: !,lplted ~rab ~:rr.lir:aft~•\w!)o,~~. Cl!iJital,isA~u Dha Iii, ~~f,~,n~a~ed In ,Rroxy • 
confrontatlo11s wlth:Shl1te0ru.led Iran· I n:some ·of, theMiadle East's bloodiest confhcts,·The•lsiamic 

. ~epµbUc -.y_as ·o_ne ~ft_~~ :~eve'n c_oli'n!fietin~lti.d!!d in ~l !3Q0.dav lffi!IJ,igratio,n ban,O:n Ftiday, t~e c>thers .. 
•·.l;it!log.Syria; Ira~, Sudan; $o'!)alla,:.verneiJ; a"4Libya.: . 

Safe Zones. 

trump asked the two leaders to help secure safe ~nes in,conflict a~as In the region to support the 
• . d!spl~~~!. King .sa.lrri_a_n ~1$Q agrl!.i!Q w l:!a~~ "!>the( ide~ ~p heip:~h·e 'many refilge~W~o are displaced by 
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