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Dear Arie,

Thank you so much for your attention to this matter.

Best,

Josh
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In fact, the Ambassador of Qatar wrote to every member of Education and Labor Committee to correct 
the record. I wanted to re-share that letter below.

If you would please take a look and confer with committee staff, I would appreciate it. If you would like 
to meet or if you or the Member would like to travel to Doha to see the Education City yourself, I would 
be happy to connect you with the Embassy.

I wanted to share some clarifying information on behalf of my client the Embassy of Qatar. Recently, a 
concern has been raised that Qatar is sending money to US Universities. This is incorrect. The Nation of 
Qatar spends hundreds of millions each year to bring western education to the middle east.

From: Finestone, Josh M.
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 10:08 AM
To: 'arie.dana@mail.house.gov' <arie.dana@mail.house.gov>
Subject: Information from Embassy of Qatar

I believe you and your colleagues are engaged in consideration of measures to address perceived 
foreign influence at U.S. colleges and universities. Qatar has been mentioned in some of these 
discussions, very often with inaccurate information.

I hope this email finds you well. My name is Josh Finestone, I am unsure we have met but by way if 
introduction, I grew up in Huntington Beach and spent time on the hill working for GOP members of the 
House and the Senate. I hope you are well.

You may not be aware that six prominent American universities operate branch campuses in 
Qatar. They are Cornell University (Weill Cornell Medical College), Texas A&M University, 
Carnegie Mellon University, Virginia Commonwealth University, Georgetown University and 
Northwestern University. These excellent institutions are now in their third decade of operation 
in Qatar, where they award degrees to Qatari women and men, and to other students who wish to 
study in Qatar. I believe there is no other country in the world where there is such a large 
concentration of American academic institutions offering their degree programs.

Contrary to a frequently mentioned claim, Qatar is not the “largest foreign donor” to U.S. 
universities. This misstatement apparently derives from public reporting of annual payments for 
the operating costs of branch campuses of American universities in Qatar. More than 90% of 
these payments fund salaries and other costs incurred in Qatar, not in the United States. The 
remainder covers main campus overhead costs and fees associated with operating the campuses 
in Qatar. They are not donations.
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Thank you for the opportunity to correct the record on this subject.

Sincerely,

JMFinestone@Venable.com I www.Venable.com
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These materials are distributed by an agent of the State of Qatar. Additional information is on file with the Department of 

Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Mesh al Bin Hamad Al-Thani 
Ambassador

As you know, Section 117 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 requires semiannual reports from 
U.S. colleges and universities that disclose foreign gifts or contracts that total more than $250,000 
per year. These public reports reflect total contract payments by Qatar to the six universities 
named above of more than $500 million annually. Operating these university campuses obviously 
is expensive, but we consider this a good investment in our future.

There is some irony in the suggestion by some that this is a case in which America is a victim of 
foreign influence. I can say with confidence that the most profound American influence in Qatar 
is exercised through the twenty-plus year presence of Cornell, Texas A&M, Carnegie Mellon, 
Georgetown, VCU, and Northwestern, dramatically shaping future generations of Qataris.

The presence of these universities is a source of great pride in Qatar. As intended when these 
universities first came to Qatar, we are able to provide our young women and men a level of quality 
and variety in higher education that never existed before in our region, or in most regions of the 
world. I have the privilege of working with graduates of some of these universities. They bring 
extraordinary talent and energy, reflective of the high standards of these institutions.

Some of the Congressional hearings on this subject have included references to the rise of 
antisemitic rhetoric on U.S. university campuses. This information, if true, is very disturbing. But 
I can assure you it has nothing to do with Qatar’s payments of the costs of operating university 
campuses in Qatar. Under the strict operating agreements with these universities, there is neither 
the intention nor the opportunity for Qatar to influence anything that happens on university 
campuses in the United States.

Joshua M. Finestone | Venable LLP

1202.344.4216 | f 202.344.8300
600 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20001

All of these universities operate in Qatar with total independence. Specifically, their academic 
degree programs in Qatar are entirely governed by the administrators of their home 
campuses. This includes student admissions, faculty appointments, curricula, and a mandate to 
assure that the programs and degrees are identical in all material respects to those provided at 
the main campus in the United States. Complete academic freedom is guaranteed by contract with 
the funding provider, the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development.


