U.S. Department of Justice

Supplemental Statement
Washington, DC 20530

Pursuant to Section 2 of the Foreign Agents Registration Act
of 1938, as amended

OMB NO.1124-0002

For Six Month Period Ending [ O 3 ‘ /I D _

(Insert date)

I- REGISTRANT

_1.(a) Name of Registrant (b) Registration No

Oliviec Gouombry 59571
(c) Business Address(es) of Registrant

7035 Blair R, W F RS
V\JOLS\(\\r\S—kW\ DC 2001 A

2. Has there been a change in the information previously furnished in connection with the following:

(a) If an individual:

(1) Residence address(es) . Yes [] No ﬁ

- {2) Citizenship Yes [ No

(3) Occupation Yes [J No %
(b) If an organization:

(1) Name Yes [ No [

(2) Ownership or control Yes [] No []

(3) Branch offices Yes [] No [

(©)

Explain fully all changes, if any, indicated in items (a) and (b) above.
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IF THE REGISTRANT IS AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSE TO ITEMS 3, 4 AND 5(a). wn
o
3. If you have previously filed Exhibit C?, state whether any changes therein have occurred during this 6 month reporting period.
Yes [ No []
If yes, have you filed an amendment to the Exhibit C? Yes [ No [

1f no, please attach the required amendment.

1 The Exhibit C, for which no printed form is provided, consists of a true copy of the charter, articles of incorporation, association, and by laws of a registrant that is an organization. (A waiver of
the requirement to file an Exhibit C may be obtained for good cause upon written application to the Assistant Attomey General, National Security Division, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington,
DC 20530.)

Formerly CRM-154

FORM NSD-2
SEPTEMBER 2007
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4. (a) Have any persons ceased acting as partners, officers, directors or similar officials of the registrant during this 6 month reporting
period? Yes [] No []

If yes, furnish the following information:

Name Position Date connection ended

(b) Have any persons become partners, officers, directors or similar officials during this 6 month reporting period?

Yes [ No

If yes, furnish the following information:

Name Residence Citizenship Position Date
address , assumed

5. (a) Has any person named in item 4(b) rendered services directly in furtherance of the interests of any foreign principal?

Yes (] No [

If yes, identify each such person and describe his service.

(b) Have any employees or individuals, who have filed a short form registration statement, terminated their employment or
connection with the registrant during this 6 month reporting period? Yes [ No &
If yes, furnish the following information:

Name Position or connection Date terminated

(¢) During this 6 month reporting period, has the registrant hired as employees or in any other capacity, any persons who rendered
or will render services to the registrant directly in furtherance of the interests of any foreign principal(s) in other than a clerical or
secretarial, or in a related or similar capacity? Yes [] No

If yes, fumish the following information:

Name Residence Citizenship Position Date
address assumed

6. Have short form registration statements been filed by all of the persons named in Itgms 5(a) gnd 5(c) of the supplemental statement?
. Yes \ﬁ\ No & (\V

If no, list names of persons who have not filed the required statement.
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II - FOREIGN PRINCIPAL

Yes [ No

If yes, furnish the following information:

7. Has your connection with any foreign principal ended durizlg this 6 month reporting period?

Name of foreign principal Date of termination

Yes [} No

If yes, furnish the following information:

8. Have you acquired any new foreign principal® during thE's f month reporting period?

Name and address of foreign principal " Date acquired

9. In addition to those named in Items 7 and 8, if any, list foreign principals® whom you continued to represent during the 6 month

reporting period. -
£ MDaSSY of  Hhe Bolivourion
}{/Q,r)u bl ()(» \Jeho roela
10. EXHIBITS A AND B
(a) Have you filed for eaph of the newly acquired foreign prinéipals in Item 8 the following:
Exhibit A® Yes [J No [ '\/ ]q
Exhibit B* Yes [ No O )
If no, please attach the required exhibit.
(9)] Have there been any changes in the Exhibits A and B previously filed for any foreign principal whom you
represented during the 6 month period? Yes [ No
If yes, have you filed an amendment to these exhibits? Yes [} No [

If no, please attach the required amendment.

2 The term “foreign principal” includes, in addition to those defined in Section 1(b) of the Act, an individual organization any of whose activities are directly or indirectly supervised, directed,
controlled, financed, or subsidized in whole or in major part by a foreign government, foreign political party, foreign organization or foreign individual. (See Rule 100(a) (9).) A registrant who
represents more than one foreign principal is required to list in the statements he files under the Act only those principals for whom he is not entitled to claim exemption under Section 3 of the
Act. (See Rule 208.) ’ .

3 The Exhibit A, which is filed on Form NSD-3 (Formerly CRM-157), sets forth the information required to be disclosed conceming each foreign principal.

4 The Exhibit B, which is filed on Form NSD-4 (Formerly CRM-155), sets forth the information conceming the agreement or understanding between the registrant and the foreign principal.
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III - ACTIVITIES

11. During this 6 month reporting period, have you engaged in any activities for or rendered any services to any foreign principal
named in Items 7, 8, and 9 of this statement? Yes)& No []

If yes, identify each such foreign principal and describe in full detail your activities and services:

mbassy ot Hha 30 JOUTg W\)b\lc ot

wa“”\’ TP adiuities were oF &
policd NJFWC 4 oare- descrined in vesponsé/

Yo trenn 2 of SeChon TIT (see odfa hment)

month reporting period, have you on behalf of any foreign principal engaged in political activity” as defined below?

12. During thi
Yes No (1

If yes, identify each such foreign principal and describe in full detail all such political activity, indicating, among other things,
the relations, interests and policies sought to be influenced and the means employed to achieve this purpose. If the registrant
arranged, sponsored or delivered speeches, lectures or radio and TV broadcasts, give details as to dates and places of delivery,

names of speakers and subject matter.

~See logs oo Ihad.

13. In addition to the above described activities, if any, have you

ged in activity on your own behalf which benefits any or all of
your foreign principals? Yes [] Noﬁ

If yes, describe fully.

5 The term “political activities™ means any activity that the person engaging in belicves will, or that the person mntends to, in any way inlluence any agency or official of the Government of the
United States or any section of the public within the United States with reference to formulating, adopting or changing the domestic or foreign policies of the United States or with reference to the

political or public interests, policies, or relations of a government of a foreign country or a foreign political party.
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IV - FINANCIAL INFORMATION

14. (a) RECEIPTS -MONIES

During this 6 month reporting period, have you received from any foreign principal named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this

statemeént, or from any other source, for or in the interests of any such foreign principal, any contributions, income or money
either as compensation or otherwise? Yes [ No [

If no, explain why.
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(b) RECEIPTS — FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN j ’ r‘ﬂ )

If yes, set forth below in the required detail and separately for each foreign principal an account of such monies®.

From whom Purpose Amount
Gminssy o Vongzoeloe e }
! !
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VCath oM “Total ?

During this 6 month reporting period, have you received, as part of a fund raising cam aj n’,’any money on behalf of any

foreign principal named in items 7, 8, or 9 of this statement? Yes [] No
If yes, have you filed an Exhibit D# to your registration? Yes [] No []
If yes, indicate the date the Exhibit D was filed. Date

(c) RECEIPTS - THINGS OF VALUE

During this 6 month reporting period, have you received any thing of value® other than money from any foreign principal
named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this statement, or from any other source, for or in the interests of any such foreign principal?
Yes [

If yes, furnish the following information:

Name of

foreign principal

Date
received thing of value

Description of

Purpose

6.7 A registrant is required to file an Exhibit D if he collects or receives contributions, loans, money, or other things of value for a foreign principal, as part of a fund raising campaign.
(See Rule 201(e).)

8 An Exhibit D, for which no printed form is provided, sets forth an account of money collected or received as a result of a fund raising campaign and transmitted for a foreign principal.
9 Things of value include but are not limited to gifts, interest free loans, expense free travel, favored stock purchases, exclusive rights, favored treatment over competitors, “kickbacks,” and the like.
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15. (a) DISBURSEMENTS - MONIES
During this 6 month reporting period, have you

(1) disbursed or expended monies in connection with activity on behalf of any foreign pgincipal named in Items 7, 8, or
9 of this statement? Yes [} No d

(2) transmitted monies to any such foreign principal? Yes [] No K

If no, explain in full detail why there were no disbursements made on behalf of ény foreign principal.

If yes, set forth below in the required detail and separately for each foreign principal an account of such monies, including
monies transmitted, if any, to each foreign principal.

Date To whom Purpose Amount

Total
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(b) DISBURSEMENTS — THINGS OF VALUE

During this 6 month reporting period, have you disposed of anything of value!® other than money in furtherance of or in
connection with activities on behalf of aﬁgareign principal named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this statement?
Yes [ No

If yes, furnish the following information:

Date Name of person On behalf of Description of thing Purpose
disposed to whom given what foreign principal of value

(¢) DISBURSEMENTS - POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

During this 6 month reporting period, have you from your own funds ar‘xg on your own behalf either directly or through any
other person, made any contributions of money or other things of value ' in connection with an election to any political office,
or in connection with any primary election, convention, or caucus held to select candidates for political office?

Yes [ No X

If yes, furnish the following information:

Date Amount or thing Name of Name of
of value political candidate:
organization

10, 11 Things of value include but are not limited to gifts, interest free loans, expense free travel, favored stock purchases, exclusive rights, favored treatment over competitors, “kickbacks” and the

like.
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V - INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS

Yes No (]

IF YES, RESPOND TO THE REMAINING ITEMS IN SECTION V.

16. During this 6 month ref;)orting period, did you prepare, disseminate or cause to be disseminated any informational materials '2?

17. Identify each such foreign principal. )
iw\bassbx o Y Polvow ioan E@Jgob\tc of Vaozutla,

18. During this 6 month reporting period, has any foreign principal established a budget or allocated a specified sum of money to
finance your activities in preparing or disseminating informational materials? Yes [J No

If yes, identify each such foreign principal, specify amount, and indicate for what period of time.

19. During this 6 month reporting period, did your activities in preparing, disseminating or causing the dissemination of informational
materials include the use of any of the following:

)&l Radio or TV ﬁ Magazine or newspaper [] Motion picture films [0 Letters or telegrams
broadcasts articles
[J Advertising campaigns %Press releases ﬁ Pamphlets or other publications /iLectures or speeches
%Intemet [ Other (specify)

20. During this 6 month reporting period, did you disseminate or cause to be disseminated informational materials among any of the
following groups: '

ﬁ Public officials /K Newspapers [1 Libraries

Legislators ditors )§ Educational institutions
[1 Government agencies ivic groups or associations /\@ﬁ\lationality groups
[] Other (specify)

21. What language was used in the informational materials:
ﬁEnglish /&Other (specify) Spw‘%h
i

22. Did you file with the Registration Unit, U.S. Department of Justice a copy of each item of%finformational materials

disseminated or caused to be disseminated during this 6 month reporting period? Yes' : No [J

23. Did you label each item o%h informational materials with the statement required by Section 4(b) of the Act?
Yes DK ‘No I

12 The term informational materials includes any oral, visual, graphic, written, or pictorial information or matter of any kind, including that published by means of advertising, books,
periodicals, newspapers, lectures, broadcasts, motion pictures, or any means or instrumentality of interstate or foreign commerce or otherwise. Informational materials disseminated by an agent of a
foreign principal as part of an activity in itself exempt from registration, or an activity which by itself would not require registration, need not be filed pursuant to Section 4(b) of the Act.
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VI - EXECUTION

In accordance with 28 U.S.C. §1746, the undersigned swear(s) or affirm(s) under penalty of perjury that he/she has (they
have) read the information set forth in this registration statement and the attached exhibits and that he/she is (they are) familiar with the

contents thereof and that such contents are in their entirety true and accurate to the best of his/her (their) knowledge and belief, except

that the undersigned make(s) no representation as to the truth or accuracy of the information contained in the attached Short Form
Registration Statement(s), if any, insofar as such information is not within his/her (their) personal knowledge.

(Date of signature )

(Type or print name under each signature'?)
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13 This statement sh'all bc signed by the individual agent, T the registrant is an individual, or by a majonty of those parters, olTicers, difectors of persons perfc
except that the organization can, by power of attomey, authorize one or more individuals to execute this statement on its behalf.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FARA REGISTRATION UNIT
NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION

- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

NOTICE

Please answer the following questions and return this sheet in triplicate with your
Supplemental Statement:

1. Is your answer to Item 16 of Section V (Informational Materials — page 8 of Form NSD-2,
formerly Form CRM-IS‘I?}pIemental Statement):

YES \

\ 4

or NO

(If your answer to question 1 is “yes” do not answer question 2 of this form.)

2. Do you disseminate any material in connection with your registration:

YES or NO

(If your answer to question 2 1s *“yes” please forward for our review copies of all material including:
films, film catalogs, posters, brochures, press releases, etc. which you have disseminated during the
past six months.)

- : =
Signature ~ Date = »

J— [owe} -y

~ =Em

Olvio. Govmb (1 w =
Please type or print name of < o

Signatory on the line above

Social putreadh cordultandt/ gAyiser

Title




U.S. Department of Justice

National Security Division

Washington, DC 20530

THIS FORM IS TO BE AN OFFICIAL ATTACHMENT TO YOUR CURRENT
SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT — PLEASE EXECUTE IN TRIPLICATE

The Department records list active short-form registration statements for the following
persons filed on the date indicated by each name. If a person is not currently functioning in the same

SHORT-FORM REGISTRATION INFORMATION SHEET

SECTION A

capacity directly on behalf of the foreign principal, please indicate the date of termination.

Short Form List for Registrant:

Last Name

First Name

Registration Date

Termination Date

[Vian

o




U.S. Department of Justice

National Security Division

Washington, DC 20530

SECTION B

In addition to those persons listed in Section A, list below all current employees rendering
services directly on behalf of the foreign principals(s) who have not filed short-form registration
statements. (Do not list clerks, secretaries, typists or employees in a similar or related capacity). If
there 1s some question as to whether an employee has an obligation to file a short-form, please
address a letter to the Registration Unit describing the activities and connection with the foreign

principal.

Name Function ‘ Date Hired
Signature: Date:

r el
Title:

AViss



FARA

Reporting Olivia Goumbri May 1-Oct. 31,
Date Person Contacted |Position/Title Organization Conﬁgd Subject Discussed Position Advocated
5-May-10|Lourdes GEea professor University of Nebraska email university consider planning events for fall
6-May-10|Brad Garness exec director AITC email visit of Ambassador to Alaska |consider planning events for June
consider having Venezuela social leaders
6-May-10{Louis Head activist SWOP email/phone |US Social Forum speak at forum
consider having Venezuela social leaders:
6-May-10[|Janvieve Williams activiist US Human Rights Network email US Social Forum speak on workshop
consider having Venezuelan social leaders
6-May-10|Nora Rasman poolicy analyst TransAfrica Forum email/phone [US Social Forum speak on workshop
' consider having Venezuelan official speak at
6-May-10{Hendrik Voss coordinator SOA Watch emait US Social Forum workshop
- consider having Venezuelan womens rights
6-May-10|Cindy Domingo activist NOW email US Social Forum activist speak at workshop
consider having Venezuelan womens rights
6-May-10|Jan Strout activist NOW email US Social Forum activist speak at workshop
Advocates for Environmental consider having Venezuelan social leader
6-May-10{Michele Roberts legislative director Human Rights email US Social Forum speak on workshop
consider inviting Venezuelan official to be a
7-May-1o Louis Head activist SWOP phone US Social Forum panel speaker at US Social Forum
consider setting up a meeting with Venezuelan
Youth Ministries for Peace and social leaders and official and environmental
14-May-10}Julien Terrell organizer Justice phone/email {US Social Forum and youth leaders at forum
17-May-10{Leila McDowell Communications NAACP email NAACP Convention consider having the Ambassador.speak
18-May-10[Judy Somberg lawyer National Lawyers Guild email Venezuelan elections consider sending a group to observer elections
consider having Venezuelan climate expert as
18-May-10|Kevin Danaher staffer on climate Global Exchange email/phone ]Green Festival featured speaker
Venezuela's position on include Venezuela's position in published
21-May-10|Rhys Gerholdt staffer on climate US Climate Network email Copenhagen Accord analysis
meet with Venezuelan official during forum to
27-May-10|Sean Sweeney director Cornell Global Labor Institute email/in persqUS Social Forum discuss possibility of an upcoming conference
consider supporting petition calling on UN to
Reverend Lennox include peoples voices in upcoming climate
27-May-10|Yearwood exec director Hip Hop Caucus email climate change negotiations
’ leaders with Venezuelan social leaders at
27-May-10|Evelyn Rangel staffer on climate Elia Baker Center email US Social Forum forum
05 :¢f H¥ L1 Jauuide considering having Venezuelan social leader
27-May-10{Ben Manski .|exec director Liberty Tree Foundation email US Social Forum speak at workshop

[ATuR A
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28-May-10

Janet Redman

co-director

Sustainable Energy and Econom

email

climate issues

meet with environmental attache at embassy
10 discuss our position on climate change

Dan Beeton

CEPR

screening of South of the

consider having Venezuelan official on panel

2-Jun-10 commuications email Border at US Social Forum  Jafter screening
consider having Venezuelan official on closing
2-Jun-10{Emily Kawano organizer Popular Economics email US Social Forum key panel of forum
educational delegation from  [consider bringing proposal for educational
Mayor's Office of Oakland to |exchanges or programs on delegation visit to
3-Jun-10|Karen Bolke staffer Insitute for Community Leadershilemail Venezuela Venezuela
Social Action and Leadership consider having Venezuelan social leader on
4-Jun-10{Netfa Freeman director school email US Social Forum workshop
Reverend James Marcel Granier in US let your Congress members know of his
11-Jun-10|Keller retired reverend, activigProvidence, RI email Congress background in press freedoms
Marcel Granier in US let your Congress members know of his
11-Jun-10|Catherine Murhphy independent filimmaker] email Congress background in press freedoms
Marcel Granier in US let your Congress members know of his
11-Jun-10|Chuck Kaufman exec director Alliance for Global Justice email Congress background in press freedoms
Marcel Granier in US let your Congress members know of his
11-Jun-10{Peter & Gail Mott coordinator Interconnect email Congress background in press freedoms
Marcel Granier in US let your Congress members know of his
11-Jun-10}Reverend John Collins|retired reverend, activigWhite Plains Methodist email Congress background in press freedoms
Marcel Granier in US let your Congress members know of his
11-Jun-10{Tom Louden coordinator Quixote Center email Congress background in press freedoms
Marcel Granier in US let your Congress members know of his
11-Jun-10]Jenny Atlee coordinator Quixote Center email Congress background in press freedoms
consider having Venezuelan social leader
15-Jun-10|Catherine Wilkinson |community organizer |[free health clinic in Detroit phone US Social Forum speak at workshop
recognize and consider having speak
16-Jun-10{Sean Sweeney director Cornell Global Labor Institute email US Social Forum Venezuela labor leaders
labor, poverty, climate, indigenous, and
women, visit embassy website and share fact
June 22-26 general audience US Social Forum in Detroit in person Venezuela sheets
29-Jun-10|Michael Guerrero director Grassroots Global Justice email ALBA positions ALBA position on climate change and summits
29-Jun-10{Louis Head activist SWOP email ALBA positions ALBA position on climate change and summits
29-Jun-10{Chavel Lopez organizer Southwest Workers Union email ALBA positions ALBA position on climate change and summits
: consider having Venezuela climate expert on
7-Jul-10]Alix Davidson DC organizer Green Festival phone’ Green Festival panel main stage as featured speaker
] consider sending a delegation to observer
8-Jul-10}{Peter Hardee exec director Pushback Network email/phone [Venezuelan elections elections
_ consider having speaker on program to
12-Jul-10|Andres Conterris producer Democracy Now! email Haiti discuss Venezuela's aid to Haiti




consider projects that could be done between

July 24-31 education delegation Mayor's Office of Oakland in person Qakland educators and Venezuelan educators
consider connecting Ambassador with Barbara
4-Aug-10|Karen Bolke staffer Insitute for Community Leadershilemail follow up on education visit  |Lee to discuss education
5-Aug-10]listserve ' email Larry Palmer read Venezuela's declaration on Palmer
send proposal for education conference with
7-Sep-10|Kitty Kelly Epstein education director City of Oakland, CA email education conference Venezuelan educators
8-Sep-10|Dan Kovalik staff United Steelworkers email elections consider observing elections in Venezuela
8-Sep-10|Wilnelia Rivera organizer Neighbor 2 Neighbor email elections consider observing elections in Venezuela
26-Sep-10|listserve email election updates read election bulletin
27-Sep-10/iistserve email election results read fact sheet on Venezuela elections
30-Sep-10jlistserve email peace in regioh read article on Colombia peace update
30-Sep-10|listserve email climate change event come to event with Venezuelan climate negotiat
4-Oct-10]listserve email Washington Post coverage  |read letter to Wash Post by Ambassador
8-Oct-10]Angelica Salazaar blogger El Progreso Weekly email Green Festival help promote event at Green Festival
8-Oct-10|Angela Adrar blogger independent email Green Festival help promote event at Green Festival
8-Oct-10}listserve email tickets for Green Festival attend and reserve tickets for Green Festival
10-Oct-10|Reverend James Kellejretired reverend, activist email Providence Journal editorial  jconsider responding to editorial
12-Oct-10]listserve email climate change read fact sheet and attend Green Festival
14-Oct-10|Wilnelia Rivera organizer Neighbor 2 Neighbor email event at Boston College attend and pass on info about Green Festival ex
14-Oct-10}Sara Mersher organizer DARE email event at Boston College attend and pass on info about Green Festival ey
21-Oct-10{Jessica Roe organizer Via Campesina email/phone |Cancun civil society events consider having Venezuelan social leaders spe:

il




Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Subject: FW: Prospective US Ambassador to Venezuela Makes Unsubstantiated Claims

Froni: Olivia Burlingame Goumbri [mailto:ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org]
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 12:43 PM

To: 'Olivia Burlingame Goumbri'
Subject: Prospective US Ambassador to Venezuela Makes Unsubstantiated Claims

Dear friends and colleagues,

Please find below a communiqué issued by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela after the written statements delivered by
Mr. Larry Palimer to the US Senate Foreing Relations Committee as part of the confirmation process to serve as US
Ambassador to Caracas. These statements are now public and have received wide media coverage. A full transcript of

the statements can be found at http://lugar.senate.gov/issues/foreign/lac/venezuela/

Sincerely, Olivia

Email not displaying correctiy? View it in your browser.



Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

Ministry of People’s Power for Foreign Affairs

Statement

Venezuelan Government Evaluates Actions for Palmer’s

Unacceptable Statements

The government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has become aware
of the serious declarations given by the Ambassador-Designate of the

United States of America to the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Larry
Leon Palmer, before the U.S. Congress.



The Bolivarian Government considers that the content of those statements
sets a precedent of meddling and interventionism from someone that has

not even arrived in Venezuelan territory yet.

The revolutionary government of Venezuela is evaluating the consequences
of those unacceptable declarations, which are emphatically rejected, and
has demanded explanations from the government of the United States of

America before making a definite statement on this issue.

Caracas, August 4,' 2010.

K 3K 5K %K 3K 3K 3K %K ok 3K K 3K 5k kX 3K 3K 3K 3k K 5k 3K K K ok sk ok 3K 3K K ok sk sk ok ok %k ok 5k KOk K



Repiiblica Bolivariana de Venezuela

Ministerio del Poder Popular para Relaciones Exteriores

Coemunicado

Gobierno venezolano evalla acciones ante declaraciones

inaceptables de Palmer

El gobierno de la Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela tuvo conocimiento de
las graves declaraciones que el embajador designado por el gobierno de

Estados Unidos para representarlo en Caracas, Larry Leon Palmer, rindi6



ante el Congreso de ese pais.

El Gobierno Bolivariano considera que el contenido de estas declaraciones
constituye un serio precedente de injerencia e intervencionismo para

alguien que ni siquiera ha pisado el territorio venezolano.

El gobierno revolucionario de Venezuela se encuentra evaluando las
consecuencias de esta declaracién inaceptable, la cual rechaza
enérgicamente en todas sus partes, y ha solicitado explicaciones al
gobierno de Estados Unidos antes de tomar una decision definitiva sobre

este asunto,

Caracas, 4 de agosto de 2010

Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Social Outreach Adviser

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
1099 30th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20007

Tel: 202-342-6854

www.venezuela-us.org

This material is distributed by Olivia Goumbri, on behalf of the Embassy of the Balivarian Repubilic of Venezuela. Additional
information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.



Olivia Burlinga_me Goumbri

Subject: FW: Election Bulletin: Voting in Venezuela Proceeds Normally and Peacefully

From: Olivia Burlingame Goumbri [mailto:ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org]

Sent: Sunday, September 26, 2010 4:09 PM

To: 'Olivia Burlingame Goumbri'

Subject: Election Bulletin: Voting in Venezuela Proceeds Normally and Peacefully

Dear friends and colleagues,

I thought you would be interested in this update on Venezuela's legislative elections happening today.

Best, Olivia




Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the U.S.

Election Bulletin: Voting in Venezuela Proceeds Normally and

Peacefully

Voting in Venezuela’s September 26 legislative elections has proceeded in peace and
normalcy, with 100 percent of the country’s 12,000 polling stations opened to voters by

noon.

After casting her ballot this morning, Sandra Oblitas, a member of the National Electoral
Council (CNE), commented: “The process is taking place in absolute normalcy. The polling
stations were set up early in the morning, and with the arrival of poll workers and officials
from the CNE we reached 99 percent of polling places open. As such, the electoral process
is fully functional and is proceeding in absolute normalcy,” she said, according to a press

release on the CNE’s website.

In the early afternoon, the CNE reported to the press that 100 percent of the polling places
in Vénezuela were open to voters, and any reported instances of problems were minor and
were being dealt with immediately. “No incident has presented itself that has been difficult
to handle. They have been few and of minor effect,” said Tibisay Lucena, president of the

CNE, who was quoted in an article published by the Venezuelan News Agency (AVN).

Turnout has been steady, with some estimating that it may reach 70 percent of the 17.7
million Venezuelans registered to vote. President Hugo Chavez cast his balliot in the early
afternoon, celebrating the day of democratic expression. “Everyone who comes to vote

knows that their vote will be respected,” he said after voting.

This election is Venezuela’s fifteenth since 1998. Over 6,400 candidates from 186 political
parties are vying for all 165 seats in Venezuela’s unicameral legislature, the National
Assembly. Of those seats, 52 are chosen based on affiliation with a political party (party-
line votes) and in accordance with the principle of proportional representation. The
remaining 110 seats are nominal, or single votes, and there are three seats for

representatives of Venezuela’s indigenous communities.

Some 2,500 national observers, 150 international observers and 60 political guests are
deployed around Venezuela observing the elections. Polls are scheduled to close at 6 p.m.,

though they will remain open as long as voters are waiting to cast their ballots.



For more information on Venezuela’s legislative elections, pleése read our Fact Sheet
(http://venezuela-us.org/live/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/09-17-2010-FS-Elections2.pdf).

Press — Venezuelan Embassy in the U.S. September 26, 2010.

Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Social Outreach Adviser

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
1099 30th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20007

Tel: 202-342-6854

Cell: 301-613-4767

enezuela-us.org
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Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Subject: FW: Pro-Government Party Wins Majority Amidst High Turnout in Venezuelan Elections

From: Olivia Burlingame Goumbri [mailto:ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org]

Sent: Monday, September 27, 2010 12:30 PM

To: 'ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org’

Subject: Pro-Government Party Wins Majority Amidst High Turnout in Venezuelan Elections

Dear friends and colleagues,
Please find below the most recent election results from Venezuela.

Best, Olivia

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.




Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the U.S.

Election Bulletin: Pro-Government Party Wins Majority Amidst
High Turnout

President Hugo Chavez’s party, the United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV in Spanish),
won the majority of the seats in Venezuela’s National Assembly during Sunday’s legislative

elections, claiming 94 of the 165 available seats.

A multitude of different opposition parties grouped in a coalition won 60 seats. The National
Electoral Council (CNE) released the results as soon as the trends of the votes counted were

irreversible. The outcomes of a few races are still being determined.

The CNE also confirmed a record turnout of 66.45 percent, the highest in the history of
legislative elections in the country. By comparison, less than 40 percent of U.S. voters

participated in the 2006 mid-term elections.

As the international press highlighted, the electoral process developed peacefully and in

normalcy.

According to analysts, the PSUV emerged tremendously strengthened from this election.
President Chavez’s party not only won the single biggest proportion of seats in Sunday’s
election, but also more seats than his former party (MVR) did in the 2000 legislative

election. The PSUV also took the majority of seats in 18 of Venezuela’s 24 states.

More importantly, though, was the level of participation — over 66 percent of Venezuela’s
17.7 million voters cast ballots in the election— and what this reflects in terms of the

effectiveness, transparency and consolidation of the country’s electoral system.

Additionally, opposition political parties participated in the elections, choosing not to repeat
the tactical mistake they made in 2005 when - against the advice of the Organization of
American States and Carter Center - they chose to abstain from participating in that year’s

legislative contest.

Sunday’s election was the fifteenth time since 1998 that the Venezuelan people have gone
to.the polls to cast their ballots. Over 6,400 candidates engaged in vibrant debate for the
165 available seats, and thousands of national and international observers were on hand to

witness the electoral process.



For information on Venezuela’s legislative elections, please read our Fact Sheet
(http://venezuela-us.org/live/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/09-17-2010-FS-Elections2.pdf.)
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Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Social Outreach Adviser ,
Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
1099 30th Street, NW '
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Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Subject: FW: Top Colombian Peace Negotiator Removed from Office

From: Olivia Burlingame Goumbri [mailto:ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org]
Sent: Thursday, September 30, 2010 9:56 AM

To: 'Olivia’

Subject: Top Colombian Peace Negotiator Removed from Office

Dear friends and collegaues,

I thought you might be interested in the recent developments in Colombia. As violence and intimidation increase
against human rights groups like Justicia y Paz, it seems that political persecution aginst elected officials is being
accepted as well. On Monday, Colombia’s insepcter general removed Senator Piedad Cordoba, the leading peace

negotiator and a champion for Afro-Colombian rights, from the Senate. Below you will find an article by WOLA on the
topic that | believe provides some good context. Please pass on to any you think would be interested.

Regards, Qlivia

http://wola.org/index.php?option=com content&task=viewp&id=1169&itemid=2

Criminalizing the Construction of Peace in Colombia[1]
By Gimena Sanchez-Garzoli, Adam Isacson and Anthony Dest, Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA)

On Monday, in what appears to be a blatant political move, Colombia's Inspector General removed long time
peace activist Senator Piedad Cordoba, with whom WOLA has worked for years, from office for allegedly
aiding the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) guerrilla group. Senator Cérdoba is banned from
holding public office for eighteen years.

Though she got the third highest vote total among her Liberal Party's 17 senators during March 2010 elections,
Senator Cérdoba is a controversial figure in Colombia. She has a notoriously undiplomatic manner, speaks
fondly of Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, and has been an outspoken critic of former President Alvaro
Uribe and other figures on Colombia's political right. She is one of the most leftist figures in Colombian political
life, and Inspector-General Alejandro Ordéfez is one of the furthest to the right. Nonetheless, the IG's
message to Colombians is clear---try to push for a negotiated solution to the conflict and we will ruin you.

While many in Colombia hold conferences and write reports about the pursuit of a politically negotiated peace
or a possible deal to free guerrilla hostages, Cérdoba has delivered results. In 2007, President Uribe agreed to
allow her, along with Venezuelan President Chavez, to serve as government sanctioned facilitators of talks
with the FARC to secure the release of Colombian, US and French hostages. Despite Uribe's abrupt removal
this role after a few months, their efforts convinced the FARC to liberate hostages Clara Rojas and Consuelo
Gonzalez, whom the guerrillas had held in captivity for six torturous years. Since then, Senator Cérdoba and a
group of concerned prominent citizens, Colombians for Peace, continued to advocate for a politically
negotiated solution to the conflict and more releases. The FARC released more hostages due to these efforts.

Perhaps less known are Senator Cérdoba's efforts to guarantee truth, justice and reparations to the victims of
the Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC) paramilitaries extradited to the United States. Currently, the U.S.
has in its custody a total of thirty former paramilitaries, including fourteen of the AUC's top leaders that are

1



being charged solely with drug crimes. These men, however, are aiso responsible for the worst atrocities in the
country's recent history. Their actions include the killing of thousand civilians, human rights defenders, Afro-
Colombian, Indigenous and trade union leaders. Prior to their extradition to the U.S. in 2008, were participating
in Colombia's justice and peace process where they were beginning to reveal key information as to how, why
and with which politicians' consent they committed such atrocities. Much of the truth telling on the part of these
men was cut short due to their extradition leaving many victims families unable to heal from the hurt they
suffered and not fully enabling the society to know the political, economic and other links that enable these

horrific operations to take place.

Teaming up with pro-Uribe Senator Rodrigo Lara, Senator Cérdoba established a Senate Comission on the
Extradited. The Comission has traveled to the United States several times to guarantee that the former
Commanders of the AUC provide information that countless victims' families need to learn the truth behind
their relatives' murders, disappearances and displacements. Key information needed for Colombians to
reconcile and to guarantee that non-repetion of such atrocious crimes do not take place. For Piedad, who was
kidnapped by the AUC in 1999, spent several weeks in exile in Canada, and suffered multiple assassination
attempts; this engagement with the AUC's leadership for the sake of Colombian victims can only be described

as admirable.

Efforts to discredit Piedad Cordoba's political reputation are not new. She is possibly the political opposition
figure who received the most vocal criticism under the Uribe Administration, given her fierce critique of the
government's policies. Documents obtained in a 2009 raid on the Colombian presidential intelligence agency
(DAS) offices by the Attorney General revealed that a special unit within this agency was seeking to "neutralize
and restrict" the activities of human rights groups and any voices critical of the Uribe administration. Known as
the DAS-scandal, it came to light that the DAS was systematically and without warrants tapping the phones
and emails of Colombia's human rights groups, journalists, Supreme Court magistrates, opposition politicians,
Afro-Colombian leaders, and labor groups. Actions often went further, to include what presidential intelligence
documents called "political warfare": generating false links between such persons and the illegal armed
groups. Senator Piedad Coérdoba was among the members of the opposition victimized by the DAS's actions.

While the inspector General has the authority to fire Piedad Cérdoba from her Senate seat, and while all
allegations of support for illegal armed groups should be investigated, it certainly appears that this move was
motivated by a political vendetta against the Senator. This decision does not only affect Piedad and her
movement Colombians for Peace, it also raises huge obstacles for future efforts of brave Colombians willing to
fight the often unpopular fight for peace.

It shows a dangerous arbitrariness regarding what constitutes contact with armed groups to achieve peaceful
or humanitarian goals, and what constitutes support for that armed group. Where is the line between giving
advice to a "terrorist” group that might steer them toward negotiations, and giving advice to a "terrorist" group
that someone like the Inspector-General might construe as support for terrorism?

This lack of clarity is a strong disincentive to future "track two" or citizen peacemaking efforts, even those that
have explicit government authorization. It sends a very negative message to the countless victims, displaced
persons and FARC-held hostages who saw hope in Piedad's message that peace through dialogue is
possible. In the words of longtime victims' advocate and Member of Congress lvan Cepeda "This is a blow to
democracy and an obstacle for the work towards peace in Colombia.”

[1] Gimena Sanchez-Garzoli, Adam Isacson and Anthony Dest, Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA)

Olivia Burlingame Goumbri
Social Qutreach Adviser
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Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Subject: FW: Venezuela's Presidential Envoy for Climate Change to Speak at Green Festival Sun, Oct.
24

From: Olivia Burlingame Goumbri [mailto:ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org]

Sent: Thursday, September 30, 2010 11:38 AM

To: 'Olivia Burlingame Goumbri'

Subject: Venezuela's Presidential Envoy for Climate Change to Speak at Green Festival Sun, Oct. 24

Dear friends and colleagues,

On Sunday, October 24th, Venezuela’s Presidential Envoy for Climate Change, Claudia Salerno, is scheduled to speak
about climate change at the Green Festival in Washington DC. She will be speaking about the upcoming climate
negotiations in Cancun and the coalition that has formed between environmental movements and governments of the
South (largely members of ALBA) to push for a real alternative to the Copenhagen Accord. You will find more
information about her and the panel she will be on with Ambassador Solon of Bolivia below. Please pass on to all you
think would be interested. Hope to see you there!

Brief Bio of Claudia Salerno
http://www.greenfestivals.org/index.php?option=com mtree2&task=viewlink&link id=3284&Itemid=865

Program agenda and panel description (go to p. 14)
http://www.flipbookserver.com/scripts/showbook.aspx?ID=10003083 980460

All the best, Olivia

Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Social Outreach Adviser

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
1099 30th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20007

Tel: 202-342-6854

www.venezuela-us.org

This material is distributed by Olivia Goumbri, on behalf of the Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Additional
information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.



Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Subject: _ FW: Open Letter to the Wash Post by Ambassador Alvarez

From: Olivia Burlingame Goumbri [mailto:ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org]
Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 11:16 AM

To: 'Olivia Burlingame Goumbri'

Subject: Open Letter to the Wash Post by Ambassador Alvarez

Dear friends and colleagues,

Please see an open letter to the Washington Post by Ambassador Bernardo Alvarez on its coverage of Venezuela’s
recent elections below.

Regards, Olivia

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Open Letter to the Washington Post

Once again The Washington Post lashes out at Venezuela and misinforms its readers on the
country’s reality. In its most recent editorial ("How Chavez Lost the Popular Vote — and Won
By a Landslide,” October 1), not only does the Post attempt to disregard a clean and A
transparent electoral pracess, but it also reaches the extreme of blatantly lying about the

results, claiming that the opposition coalition managed to obtain 52 percent of the so-called

“popular vote.”

First, it is completely disingenuous and manipulative to draw a national vote count from a
legislative election whose logic is predominantly based on individual electoral districts. With

the exception of votes for the Latin American Parliament (a regional organization), it makes



little sense to speak of a national popular vote in this election. Second, if we insist on

adding all the results of the party-line votes published by the National Electoral Council
(CNE), it becomes clear that the 10 opposition parties that make up the Table of Unity
(MUD) received 47.16 percent of the “national popular vote.” The PSUV alone received

48.19 percent.

Most importantly, the Post’s criticism of Venezuela’s electoral system shows, at the very
least, its ignorance about the meaning of participatory democracy. In Venezuela we elect
the majority of our representatives to the National Assembly by name, and we respect the
participation of minority parties. The fact that Venezuela’s electoral system is different from
that of the United States does not entitle the Post to discredit it. Moreover, it is odd that the
Post defends the system of proportional representation when that system does not even

exist in the United States.

Beyond all of the misleading claims used by the Post to misinform its readers, what is most
indignant is the condescension shown to the Venezuelan people and the péaceful and
democratic road they have chosen. Venezuelans have exercised their right to vote 15 times
since President Chavez was first elected in 1998. There have been regional, legislative and
presidential elections, not to mention referenda on the implementation of constitutional
reforms and to recall President Chavez himself. (A tool not available in the U.S.) In this
most recent election, the Venezuelan people demonstrated their democratic vocation, along
with their faith in the transparency of the country’s modern electoral system, in historic
numbers - 66 percent of the country’s 17 million registered voters cast ballots on

September 26.

Even though the Post has consistently tried to discredit Venezuela’'s socialist democracy
simply because the Venezuelan people have chosen a sovereign and independent path, the
truth is that this election marks the consolidation of the country’s system of participatory
democracy. The Post should celebrate the fact that the Venezuelan opposition — after coup
attempts and sabotages over the past eleven years - seems to have joined the democratic
process. Regardless, when the problem isn’t the reality of Venezuela’s democracy but
continuing an aggressive editorial line against the demaocratic, socialist, independent and
sovereign government of President Chavez, then it becomes clear why this editorial was

published.

Bernardo Alvarez Herrera
Ambassador of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in the U.S.
October 2, 2010
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Embajada de la Repiiblica Bolivariana de Venezuela en Estados Unidos

Texto aqui

Usted estd suscrito a la lista de correos de la Embajada de la Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela en
Washington D.C.



Our mailing address is:

Embajada de la Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela
1099 30th Street N.W

Washington, DC 20007

Add us to your address book

Copyright (C) 2010 Embajada de la Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela All rights reserved.

Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Social Outreach Adviser

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
1099 30th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20007

Tel: 202-342-6854

www.venezuela-us.org

This material is distributed by Olivia Goumbri, on behalf of the Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Additional
information is available at the Department of justice, Washington, D.C.



Olivia Burlirgame Goumbri

Subject: FW: Venezuela's Presidential Envoy for Climate Change to Speak at Green Festivall Get your
tickets now!

From: Olivia Burlingame Goumbri [mailto:ogoumbri@venezuela-us,org]l
Sent: Friday, October 08, 2010 11:53 AM

To: 'ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org' _
Subject: Venezuela's Presidential Envoy for Climate Change to Speak at Green Festival! Get your tickets now!

Dear friends,

We are very excited to announce that Venezuela’s chief climate negotiator, Special Presidential Envoy for Climate
Change Claudia Salerno, will be speaking at the Green Festival this year on Sunday, Oct. 24, at 2pm with Bolivian
Ambassador Pablo Solon. We have a limited amount of tickets and are very happy to have the opportunity to offer them
to you at a first come first serve basis. Please find information on reserving your tickets below, and we look forward to
seeing you there at this very special event.

Sincerely,
Olivia

The Coalition Between Governments of the South and
Environmentalists to Stop Climate Change

Claudia Salerno Caldera, Venezuela’s
Special Presidential Envoy for Climate
Change

Pablo Solon, Bolivian Ambassador to




The Coalition Between Governments of the South
and Environmentalists to Stop Climate Change

Claudia Salerno Caldera, Venezuela’s
Special Presidential Envoy for
} Climate Change

Pablo Solon, Bolivian Ambassador to
the United Nations

Sunday, October 24, 2:00pm-3:00pm, Center Stage

Green Festival, Washington Convention Center

801 Mount Vernon Place, NW
Washington, DC 20001

For tickets please RSVP to: ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org
Tickets are on a first come first serve basis.

For Further information about the Green Festival program visit:
http://www.greenfestivals.org/wdc/updates/




Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Social Outreach Adviser

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
1099 30th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20007

Tel: 202-342-6854

nezuela-us.org

This material is distributed by Olivia Goumbri, on behalf of the Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Additional
information is available at the Department of justice, Washington, D.C.



Olivia Burlinga_me Goumbri

Subject: FW: Venezuela and Climate Change
Attachments: Venezuela and Climate Change.pdf; Flyer Green Festival 2.pdf

From: Olivia Burlingame Goumbri [mailto:ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 1:50 PM

To: 'ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org'

Subject: Venezuela and Climate Change

Dear friends,

Please find our most recent fact sheet on climate change here: http://venezuela-us.org/live/wp-
content/uploads/2009/08/10-08-2010-Venezuela-and-Climate-Changel.pdf and attached. As you know, Venezuela is
both one of the world’s main producers of oil and one of its most ecologically diverse countries. While a seeming
cantradiction, over the last decade Venezuela has strived to protect its natural environment, better use oil resources to
promote sustainable development, and work within the international framework to ensure that climate change remains
a central topic of discussion requiring concerted efforts from the world’s countries. But unlike many of the solutions
proposed internationally to address the pressing challenge of climate change, Venezuela has been at the forefront of
advocating more dramatic reforms. As Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez stated during the December 2009 Climate
Change Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark: “Change the system, not the climate.”

We are also very excited to-announce that Venezuela’s chief climate negotiator, Special Presidential Envoy for Climate
Change Claudia Salerno, will be speaking at the Green Festival this year on Sunday, Oct. 24, at 2pm along with Bolivia’s
Ambassador Pablo Solon. We have a limited amount of complimentary tickets and are very happy to have the
opportunity to offer them to you at a first come first serve basis. You can reserve your tickets by emailing:
ogoumbri@venezuela-us.org and we look forward to seeing you there at this very special event! For more information
on this event see the attached flyer as well as the Green Festival’s website: ‘
http://www.greenfestivals.org/wdc/updates/

Please feel free to pass this e-mail on to all those you think would be interested.

Best, Olivia

Olivia Burlingame Goumbri

Social Outreach Adviser

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
1099 30th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20007

Tel: 202-342-6854

www.venezuela-us.org

This material is distributed by Olivia Goumbri, on behalf of the Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Additional
information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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VENEZUELA AND CLIMATE CHANGE: CHANGE THE SYSTEM, NOT THE CLIMATE

Venezuela is both one of the world’s main producers of
oil and one of its most ecologically diverse countries.
While a seeming contradiction, over the last decade
Venezuela has strived to protect its natural environment,
better use oil resources to promote sustainable
development, and work within the international
framework to ensure that climate change remains a
central topic of discussion requiring concerted efforts
from the world’s countries.

But unlike many of the solutions proposed
internationally to address the pressing challenge of
climate change, Venezuela has been at the forefront of
advocating more dramatic reforms. As Venezuela’s
President Hugo Chavez stated during the
December 2009 Climate Change Conference in
Copenhagen, Denmark: “Change the system, not
the climate.”

CLIMATE CHANGE: A SHARED CONCERN

at the expense of equitable development and ecological
balance.

SOCIAL JUSTICE, ECOLOGICAL BALANCE

As a country rich in ecological diversity — more than
150,000 plant and animal species can be found in the
country — Venezuela is particularly concerned with the
long-lasting and irreversible impacts of climate change. A
historic drought in 2009 dramatically affected
Venezuela’s hydro-electric capacity — the country relies
on water for over 70 percent of its electricity generation —
and highlighted how climate change, if not stopped, can
have severe effects throughout the world.

Venezuela recognizes the global scientific consensus that
climate change is occurring and that more than 70
percent of it is caused by the concentrations of CO. in the
atmosphere, 56.6 percent pertaining to the use of fossil
fuels (coal, oil and gas) in the production of energy (25.9
percent), industry (19.4 percent) and transport (13.1
percent).

However, Venezuela also believes that the
increased concentration of greenhouse gases is a
consequence of a resource-heavy development
model, and not just the cause of climate change.
For Venezuela, the cause or the world’s changing climate
is closely linked to the current development model that
favors the interests of big capital and unchecked growth

Shortly after President Chavez took office, a new
constitution (1999) was written and publicly endorsed
that supports the principles of poverty eradication,
environmental protection and people's participation in
the country’s democracy and development. It also states
that sustainable development is the path that the country
will adopt in its development plans, stressing the rational
use of natural resources in order to ensure the an
equilibrium with the natural ecosystem.

Based on these constitutional principles, the concept and
practice sustainable development has deepened in
Venezuela. For the Bolivarian Revolution, the solution to
the environmental crisis is to move from a consumerist,
industrial and individualistic society that sacrifices the
environment to one that is socially just and ecologically
sustainable.

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVANCES

Venezuela has taken a number of steps to meet its
constitutional obligations of the promotion of sustainable
development, but two are particularly worth noting.

Tree Mission: The Tree Mission, or Mission Arbol, is
an ambitious program started in 2006 with the goal of
reforestation, sustainable agro-forestry, and the
promotion of socio-productive alternatives for the
country’s rural population, whose agricultural activities
can have damaging impacts on the environment. From
2006 to 2008, over 18,000 hectares were cultivated, 65
percent for protective forest cover, 33 percent for ago-
forestry, and 2 percent for industrial and commercial
purposes. Over 29,000 people benefited — 40 percent of
them women - and $93.3 million was invested.

Efficient Light Bulbs: As part of a plan to lower
electricity usage, Venezuela is promoting energy
efficiency initiatives. Today more than 100 million
incandescent light bulbs have been replaced with
fluorescent alternatives. The original goal of replacing 52
million bulbs would translate into a 4.8 percent decrease
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in electricity consumption in Venezuela. Also, 806
photovoltaic systems have been installed that are
generating energy in schools, clinics, cafeterias and
security stations in isolated, frontier and indigenous
areas. Currently is being development several projects of
wind power generation the will allow to generate 30,.000
megawatts.

CONTRIBUTOR TO CLIMATE REGULATION

Venezuela has 47.7 million hectares covered by a wide
variety of forests, representing 5.55 percent of the forests
in Latin America and the Caribbean and 1.25 percent of
the world.s This woodland possesses a significant
capacity to absorb more than 30,000 Gigagrams (Gg) of
CO,, reflecting the significant importance of Venezuelan
forests as agents of climate change mitigation. The Area
under Special Management System (ABRAE), which
covers 67 percent of the national territory, plays an
important role in the conservation, sustainable use and
management of the land.

1In 1999, Venezuela’s greenhouse gas emissions accounted
for '0.48% of total global emissions in the planet (the
country emitted 192,133'Gg of CO, and absorbed 14,297
Gg). This  reflects the significant advantage that
Venezuela takes from out of its water resources as an
energy source (over 70% of national total).
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OIL, DEVELOPMENT AND CLIMATE

and employ the revenues from its sales for social
programs and sustainable development initiatives.

In Venezuela oil is seen as an instrument of peace and
integration that enables the achievement of the national
strategy of sustainable development, while keeping a
rational exploitation of this non-renewable natural

-resource.

In the time period between the years 2001-2008,
Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA) contributed $53 billion
to help fund social missions; infrastructure works such as
the construction of roads and other transportation
networks; sanitation and environmental protection; food
sovereignty, health, education, renewable energy, as well
as other productive projects that help diversify the
economy of the country.

Important initiatives to guarantee access to energy for
low-income countries in the region have also been
developed, such as Petrocaribe, which serves the
countries of the Caribbean.

THE STRATEGY TO SAVE THE PLANET

Of course, Venezuela remains a vital producer of oil, a
status that might seem at odds with its commitment to
attacking to roots of climate change. But over the last
decade, Venezuela has worked to better use oil rationally

Venezuela's strategy to adapt to and mitigate climate
change is part of the planned policies to achieve
sustainable development in the country, which provide
for their adequacy in meeting the major international
guidelines, especially Agenda 21 and the Millennium
Development Goal (MDG).

These include:

» Promoting environmental legislation to ensure
the preservation and protection of natural
heritage;

o Increase of forest coverage to enhance national
capacity to absorb greenhouse gases;

+ Sanitation and control of rivers and watersheds;

» Provision of drinking water to the population;

e Modernization of the "System for Meteorology
and Hydrology"

e Increasing energy efficiency and responsible
consumption of energy, by promoting clean and
renewable energy projects;

» Massive use of gas for vehicles and domestic use;

» Promoting research and environmental
education;
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e Promoting community participation;
e Mass Transit Projects: national system of railways
and trains;
« Promote food sovereignty as well as surveillance
- and environmental control. '

As an example of the government’s commitment and
ecological scope, in 2007, Venezuela banned the opening
of new coal mines in the state of Zulia. Other mining
projects that threaten to disrupt indigenous communities
and local ecosystems have been abandoned by the
Ministry of Popular Power for the Environment. Among
those are decisions made in 2008 to deny the
development of gold mining in the Reserve Imataca
Forest, one of the largest gold deposits in Latin
America.”* The decision to revoke environmental permits
held by the company Gold Reserve Inc. for its project
“Las Brisas” and the denial of permission to the company
Crystallex, for the exploitation of “Las Cristinas”
reservoir, one of the largest gold deposits in Latin
America, are illustrative examples of action by the
national government.2

INTERNATIONAL ADVOCATE

change in poor countries. Venezuela rejects market
solutions to address climate change issues.

In the XV Conference of the Parties (COP 16) to the
UNFCCC in Copenhagen, Denmark in December 2009,
Venezuela, along with the countries of ALBA (the
Bolivarian Alliance of Our America) avoided legitimizing
the summit’s agreement promoted by the highly
developed countries, and not from the working groups
which had been negotiating for over two years.

In Copenhagen, President Chavez reiterated Venezuela’s
position maintained for the last ten years of negotiation
in these meetings: the need for change in the pattern of
current production and consumption, for another pattern
supportive and friendly to the environment and
dignifying to the human being.

COPENHAGEN, COCHAMBAMBA, CANCUN

In addition to its own national efforts, Venezuela has
signed and ratified over 50 international
conventions dealing with environmental
protection and sustainable development. In 1994,
Venezuela ratified the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and in 2004
acceded to the Kyoto Protocol. Since then, it has become
an active advocate of the most progressive proposals to
combat climate change within the international
community.

For Venezuela, the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol
represent the current binding legal regime that regulates
solutions and cooperation in the field, where mitigation
and adaptation must be tailored to the plans and national
strategies of each country. They also stress that the
commitments to reduce emissions in the framework of
the convention correspond to the developed countries in
respect to their historical responsibilities and the
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities.
Developed countries should fulfill their commitment to
share technology and establish appropriate financial
mechanisms to make effective the fight against climate

Given the results of the negotiations in Copenhagen, the
President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Evo
Morales, called on the world's people and policy makers
at the Peoples Conference on Climate Change and the
Rights of the Mother Earth in Cochabamba, Bolivia in
order to contribute to the discussion, as a
complementary process to the next round of UN
negotiations to be held in Cancun, Mexico in late 2010.
Venezuela supported this initiative. In April 2010 at the
Cochabamba Summit, more than 30,000 people from
140 countries and 56 governments made their proposals
in a participatory manner, in order to address the climate
problem. During his participation in the conference,
President Chavez proposed that the position of the ALBA
in Cancun should be aligned with the resulting
conclusions of Cochabamba.

Shortly after the conference, Venezuela, on behalf of the
ALBA countries, provided an official report to the UN to
be considered for the next round of negotiations in
Cancun. In the report, Venezuela as well as the Alba
countries reflect their visions on the matter, stating that
developed countries must acknowledge their historic
responsibilities as major emitters of greenhouse gasses
and encouraging them to make binding commitments of
reducing emissions to a level that would bring back the
concentrations of greenhouse gases at 300 ppm, and thus
limit the increase in global average temperature well
below1.5°C.
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Venezuela is committed to achieving a fair and ambitious
agreement in Cancun that reflect the will of all parties to
the Convention.

" For More Information Visit our Website:
http: //www.venezuela-us.org/

prensa@venezuela-us.org

Follow us on Twitter (@VzlaEmbassyUS)
Friend Us on Facebook (facebook.com/vzlaembassyus)
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