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Hope this finds you well. Following is a piece by Turkey's Foreign Minister, timed around next 
week's U.N. General Assembly. Please let me know if you can use it. 

DISSEMINATED BY MERCURY PUBLIC AFFAIRS, A REGISTERED FOREIGN AGENT, ON. BEHALF OF 
THE EMBASSY OF TURKEY. MORE INFORMATION IS ON Fl.LE WITH THE DEPT. OF JUSTICE, 
WASHINGTON, DC. 

Time to End Washington's Deal with the Devil 

A.s world leaders gather [this week/this month] for the U.N. General Assembly, President Trump 
has an.opportunity to reverse a failed policy in the Middle East and deliver a blow to a terrorist 
organization. 

One of President Obama's parting gifts to President Trump was a decision made during his last 
week in office to send arms to the People's.Protection Units, or Y.P.G., the Syri,m arm of an 
organization designated as terrorists by authorities in the United States and Europe. The U.S. 
intelligence community has labeled it the "Syrian militia" of the Kurdistan Worker's Party 
(P.K.K.), which has waged a violent campaign of terrorism inside Turkey, murdering t.housands 
of innocent people. 

As we repeatedly warned would happen, U.S. support for the group has already backfired. An 
American Marine was reportedly killed by a YPG terrorist earlier this year. Organizations such as 
Human Rights Watch have repeatedly called oh the Y.P.G. to stop its recruitment of child 
soldiers. And YPG forces recently forged an alliance with Syrian President Bashar al Assad to 
help him recapture the last rebel stronghold in Syria. An attack by the regime in Damascus 
would have triggered the worst humanitarian disaster in the violent history of the Syrian war. 
To head off the conflict, this week turkey succeeded in negotiating with Russia to establish a 
buffer zone. 

The Y.P.G. has been amassing power and territory in Syria just miles from Turkey's border. 
Washington has used S,000 trucks and 2,000 cargo pl~nes to deliver weapons to the YPG in 
recent years. A similar deployment on the borders of any NATO member state would be cause 
for outrage. This is a fundamental breach of everything for which NATO stands. 

Alarmingly, the group also establi.s.hed a lobbying office iri Washington earlier this year. Its 
political arm, known as the U.S. Mission of the Syrian Democratic Council, has stepped up its 

lobbying for more arms and aid, paid for by U.S. taxpayer dollars. The political arm of a terrorist 

group seeking to peddle influence in Washington is a shocking state of affairs, and President 

Trump should move to immediately strip them of t,~elr status. 
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I am an ally of the Kurdish people. In fact, my party has been honored to receive notable 
electoral support among Turkish Kurds. I am, however, a sworn enemy of terrorists of all 
stripes. I don't make exceptions. And I am a student of history. As with the arming of the 
Mujahedeen in Afghanistan, once the weapons and training have been supplied, the trigger will 
no longer be in American hands. 

For its part, the U.S. Administration has presented guarantees that these weapons will not be 
turned against Turkey. But Syria is in the middle of a war. Realistically, the decision-makers in 
Washington are in no position to make such promises. 

There are bitter pills of diplomatic compromise that a responsible leader must, from time to 
time, swallow on behalf of his or her nation. This is not one of those. This directly a.nd provably 
endangers a Turkish public that has already faced decades of fear and violence at the .hands of a 
ruthless and radical terrorist movement. And now, with the compliments of our NATO ally, the 
PKK is being armed to the teeth with money to burn. Turkey sounds the alarm over the risk of 
these newfound resources being turned on our populace because unless drastic, immediate 
steps are taken to reverse course, that is the obvious ending to this story. 

Every day, Turkish security forces go door to door ensuring that we prevent ISIS fighters 
attempting to flee Syria and travel through Turkey to Western capitals. Our military and 
intelligence forces work closely with the U.S. and other allies to track and arrest terrorists, avert 
attacks, and gather critical information around the world. The trut.h is that this work has put a 

bullseye on Turkey's bac.k- and my own -from ISIS and other extremist groups. There's never 
been any doubt as to which side we were on - and they know it's not theirs, which has resulted 
in our shopping malls, airports, and other major civilian targets being attacked to deadly ends. 
But we did not falter. We kept up with the raids, with locking them up, foiling their plots, and 
preventing their passage. 

This work - protecting our peoples from harm - is sacrosanct. Turkey is proud that our actions 
save not only Turkish but American lives, too. And it's because of those lives saved, because of 
the burden we've shouldered in the interest of our collective global security, that Turkey is right 
to insist that the U.S. not arm terrorists who are dedicated to our destruction. 

It's Ume to choose a side. 

Mevlut Cavusog/u is Turkey's Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
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Hope this finds you well and apologies for the cold email. Wanted to flag a potential story idea: 

Right across from the iconic UN headquarters in New York, a towering, 32-story building is 

taking shape that will showcase the best of Turkish culture. And with the UN General Assembly 
kicking off Monday, it's particularly timely. 

New York City is home to the most Turkish-Americans, and soon, it will also host the 20,000 

square-meter Turk.ish House along Manhattan's famed Consulate Row. With the help of one of 

New York's most prestigious architecture firms, Perkins Eastman, the Turkish House will stand 

171 meters tall, with spectacular panoramic views of the East River, Downtown Manhattan, and 
Long Island City in Queens. The building's curving facade, inspired in part by the Turkish 

crescent, will stand out from the surrounding cityscape. A timeless representation of modern 
Turkey in New York. 

The building will be dedicated to the Turkish Mission to the United Nations, the Consulate, and 

a residential component spread throughout its 32 floors. It will also include a cultural center for 
the display of Turkish art on a rotating basis, passport and visa office, conference center, multi

purpose room, dining facilities, and an auditorium. It will also feature a large open terrace 

directly above the base for events and entertainment. At street level, the Turkish House's grand 

entrance will greet all who approach its doors to a place of stateliness and great cultural 
significance to the Turkish people. 

What we can offer: 

• lnte.rview with Michael Lew of Perkins Eastman, the principal-in-charge - he can talk 

about: a) how the design team was inspired by Turkish, Ottoman and Seljuk styles b) 

Turkish materials used for the interior (like stone and tile); and c) subtle visual 
references to Turkish culture, history and architecture 

• Photos of what the building will look like when it's expected to be completed in Winter 

2020 

• Exterior renderings 

Thanks, 

Dan 

DISSEMINATED BY MERCURY PUBLIC AFFAIRS, A REGISTERED FOREIGN AGENT, ON BEHALF OF 

THE EMBASSY OFTURKEY. MORE INFORMATION IS ON FILE WITH THE DEPT. OF JUSTICE, . 

WASHINGTON, DC. 
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