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MEMO
DATE: December 20,2019 

SUBJECT: Libya Weekly Update

Below is a summary of the latest top headlines of the week surrounding the news in Libya. Key
highlights include:

• Russia: Russia continues to play a larger role on the ground in Tripoli through the use of 
mercenary troops. This growing influence from Russia has drawn concerns from the US 
Ambassador to Libya as well as others in the foreign policy community. The Wagner Group 
has set up operations on the ground, as well as attempts to influence through social media in 
the form of troll farming in an attempt to swing the war in Haftar’s favor.

• The Libya conflict has been the most overlooked event in Northern Africa of 2019. As the 
war continues from April, General Haftar and his forces continue to unsuccessfully attempt 
to overtake Tripoli. He is being supported by countries that continue to violate international 
arms embargoes.

• Libyans on the ground are rallying around the GNA's cause in protecting Tripoli from General 
Haftar. Belief on the ground and within the thought leadership community is that Haftar is 
unable to take Tripoli, as well as govern Tripoli had his forces successfully overtaken the 
capital.

Eurasia Live (12/19): Year in Review 2019: Middle East and North Africa
• Eurasia live compiled a list of key moments in 2019 in the region and found that the Libyan 

conflict is the most overlooked issue at hand.
• As the conflict continues, General Haftar has been attempting since April to take Tripoli. 

Having support from UAE, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Russia, Haftar is being promoted against 
international laws to take Tripoli by force.

• As Europeans attempt to cut a deal, Haftar is being influenced by Russia by way of mercenary 
troop support on the ground to continue his assault on Tripoli. The results of this offensive 
will have major impacts to the stability of Libya, as well as potential fallout for oil prices.

Bloomberg (12/16): U.S. Says Russia Entry in Libyan War Spurs Rise in Civilian Toll
• US ambassador to Libya has noted his concerns over growing Russian support for General 

Haftar and his offensive.
• Haftar's forces are backed by Russian mercenaries from the Wagner group, which announced 

the beginning of a 'final battle'.
• This escalation of war is a concern to people on the ground and in the region. There has been 

significant rises in civilian casualties following Russian involvement.

AEI (12/11): WTH is going on with Russian mercenaries? Inside Putins private armies in Ukraine.
Syria. Libya. Venezuela, and more
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• AEl's senior foreign policy experts hosted a podcast to discuss the current rise in Russian 
mercenaries in countries like Libya, Ukraine, and Central African Republic.

• As it relates to Libya, it was uncovered that the Wagner group has graduated from guns for 
hire'to a political lobbying type of consultancy.

• The Wagner group in Libya has decided to work with anyone and everyone, siding with 
Haftar and al-lslam Gaddafi to do social media operations similar to troll farm propaganda.

Atlantic Council (12/17): Haftar closes in on Tripoli: Where is the international community?
• Haftar's forces continue to attempt to advance on Tripoli, with assistance from Russia, UAE, 

and Egypt.
• Haftar still lacks the ability to fight street by street in Tripoli and effectively control it if he 

were to overtake the Capital.

AA (12/18): Libyans' support for Tripoli government against coup leader Haftar on the rise
• Forces fighting under the GNA have announced a mobilization to defend and protect Tripoli 

against Haftar's offensive.
• More forces on the ground are beginning to coalesce around the UN recognized government 

in opposition to Haftar. His forces have continued to fail at their goal in taking Tripoli.
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