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MEMO
DATE: February 13,2020
SUBJECT: Libya Weekly Update

Below is a summary of the latest top headlines of the week surrounding the news in Libya. Key
highlights include:
•

•

•

•

•

Congress is taking note of the crisis in Libya. The Senate Foreign Relation Committee held a
full hearing yesterday on U.S. policy towards Libya with bipartisan concern expressed about
our tepid approach and the result: violence, instability, proxy influence, including Russia; ISIS
resurgence, and the humanitarian crisis. [Use the Time article and Bloomberg
UN Travel: General Haftar is preventing UN staff from landing in the only airport that is
usable in Tripoli. This is preventing the UN from providing essential humanitarian aid and
conducting mediation efforts on the ground. The move is the latest sign of Haftar’s
unwillingness to seek a political solution in Libya.
Oil Exports: General Haftar is working to put Libya in an economic chokehold by blockading
major export terminals from shipping oil out of the country. Output has fallen to its lowest
since 2011, during the removal of Gaddaffi. Haftar's attempts to lower oil output could drive
Libya from 1 million barrels per day export to 72,000 barrels per day.
International Community: A group of foreign ministers are seeking to hold meetings to
broker peace in Libya in March. This attempt to negotiate a peace agreement stems from
what was ultimately an unsuccessful Berlin summit, in which a ceasefire agreement was
struck, but shortly after broken. The international community lacks accountability in Libya,
and the United States' voice and leadership continues to be missed as Russia, UAE, and Egypt
pour weapons and mercenaries into Libya for General Haftar.
Conflict Continues: The conflict on the ground appears to have little end in sight, and in fact
will likely get worse. As international actors pour guns, bombs, and troops into Libya, the path
ahead is gearing up to be the most violent part of the conflict since General Haftar waged his
illegal assault on Tripoli. Haftar's assault has led to countless civilian deaths, including recent
indiscriminate attacks in Tripoli that have led to multiple deaths and injuries. His forces also
launched rocket near Tripoli University.

The Guardian (2/12): UN passes UK-backed resolution calling for a ceasefire in Libya
•
•
•

The UN security council passed a multinational operation to oversee a ceasefire in Libya. The
resolution passed by a 14-0 vote, with Russia abstaining.
The UK’s resolution in the UN calls for the African Union, the Arab League, and the EU to
help supervise a ceasefire, urging both parties to resume political dialogue.
The UN’s ability to influence Libya has weakened after General Haftar's refusal to grand
landing permission for UN staff traveling to Tripoli.
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Reuters (2/12): Haftar's forces in Libya ban U.N. flights to embattled capital
•
•

General Haftar’s forces are no longer allowing the UN to use the only functioning airport in
Tripoli.
These flight restrictions are hampering humanitarian and mediation efforts on the ground as
Haftar's forces continue to launch attacks on Tripoli.

Associated Press (2/11): Libya's Oil Corporation: Blockade Losses Exceed $1.3 Billion
•
•
•

Losses in Libya have reached $1.3 billion due to Haftar’s hold on oil exports at key terminals.
Haftar's forces are looking to gain political leverage to cripple the Libyan economy, a move
that is having repercussions on the citizens of Libya.
While this is ongoing, the United States remain unclear on their stance in Libya. Ambassador
Norland reaffirmed the U.S. support for ongoing efforts to dismantle and disarm militias on
the ground.

Bloomberg (2/9): Oil Crisis in Libya Takes Center Stage at Latest UN Talks
•
•

With the Libyan economy taking a major hit, the UN held discussions on ending the conflict in
Libya at a two-day meeting in Cairo.
Oil production continues to take a major tumble due to General Haftar's choke on oil
terminals. This has driven output to 2011 lows at about 180,000 barrels per day.

Bloomberg (2/3): Libya's Oil Output Hits Lowest Since 2011 War as Ports Blocked
•
•

Oil production in Libya has tumbled to its lowest point since 2011, in large part due to
General Haftar’s closing of major export terminals.
The National Oil company projects output could fall to as low as 72,000 barrels if situations
do not improve. This is drastically lower than the normal 1 million barrels per day output in
Libya.

Associated Press (1/31): Libya Savs Oil Shutdown Losses Have Risen to $560 Million
• Libya has lost over $560 million in a 10-day period from closures of oil fields, according to the
•
•

National Oil Company.
These closures are a direct results of General Haftar's actions and groups loyal to him seizing
export terminals and preventing them from exporting oil.
Daily losses are nearly $60 million, and these closures are an illegal act against Libya’s
business community.

Forbes (1/31): Waging Economic War. Libyan Strongman Wants Access To Central Bank Cash
• General Haftar has once again blockaded Libya’s oil exports, pushing oil output from 1 million
barrels per day to under 100,000 barrels per day.
• Haftar has no plans of stopping the blockade, as he has recent cover in the oil markets due to
the coronavirus outbreak.
• His goals are to obtain more access to the central bank funding to acquire more resources to
wage more war in Libya.
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The United States previously played a larger role in stopping Haftar’s first oil blockade, but
have remained silent this time around.

Reuters (2/2): Foreign ministers to meet on Libya in mid-March - Germany's Maas

•
•

International foreign ministers will attempt to broker a peace agreement in Libya in the
middle of march, building off of the January 19th Berlin summit.
The ceasefire agreement the GNA signed at Berlin was not stuck to, with General Haftar’s
army breaking the ceasefire.

Wall Street Journal (2/9): The Middle East Conflict You Haven't Heard About
•
•
•

The conflict in Libya has been further destabilizing the Middle East, setting up a potential
refugee crisis in Europe.
There remains little optimism for a long-term political solution, with many foreign actors on
the ground in Libya entrenched in this conflict.
The need for the United States to have a clear vision for Libya is growing by the day. America
must craft a policy to prevent regional competitions or it will find it increasingly difficult to
pursue objectives in the region.

New York Times (2/2): In Libya. Toothless U.N. Embargo Lets Foreign States Meddle With Impunity

•
•
•

Foreign nations are creating the unfolding crisis in Libya, supplying weapons, mercenaries,
and military advisors.
No outside actors in the Libya conflict have been held accountable, proving that the United
Nations is failing at negotiating a solution to the conflict.
Russia, UAE, and Egypt have been the biggest violators of these embargoes, with Russia
providing mercenary help to General Haftar.

Libya Observer (2/6): Two civilians killed, others injured in Haftar's rocket attack on south Tripoli
•
•

General Haftar’s forces launched another indiscriminate rocket attack which resulted in the
death of two civilians and five others wounded.
This adds to the list of multiple recent attacks that have resulted in death and injury to
civilians. One such rocket that fell but didn't explode landed near Tripoli University.

Ahval (2/4): In Libya, the worst is vet to come

•

•

•

Libya is on the brink of the highest level of violence since the start of General Haftar’s assault
on Tripoli. This is in large part due to outside countries supplying a massive amount of
weaponry and manpower over the last month.
The GNA successfully removed an Emirati military drone from the battlefield, the first since
the January 12th ceasefire agreement. This is a sign of the UAE beefing its support for
General Haftar, while receiving assistance from France and Russia.
Jalel Harchaoui from the Dutch think tank Clingendael Institute believe that France will be
particularly to blame once the aggression unfolds. They, and many European countries, have
the ability to broker peace, yet France remains in support of Haftar who has committed
countless war crimes.
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