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This is former Senator David Vitter of Mercury Public Affairs. I hope you are doing well.

The Minister of Interior of the US- and UN-recognized Government of Libya will be leading a 

delegation to the U.S. from Tuesday, March 31st to Friday, April 3rd to meet with U.S. 

government officials, think tank experts, and reporters. We would like to respectfully request a 

meeting with Senator Inhofe given his significant role in U.S.-Libya relations and policy and his 

special interest in the African continent.

The purpose of the visit is to discuss support from the Trump Administration and Congress for 

the Government of Libya, and to encourage appropriate condemnation of Khalifa Haftar's 

ongoing assault on the Libyan people, Infrastructure, and oil industry.

The Interior Minister and his government have worked closely with AFRICOM to defeat ISIS and 

other terrorist elements in Libya. The Minister is leading the effort to replace all militias with a 

professional, unified army. And he also has announced complete openness to a US military 

base in Libya. (See the attached Bloomberg article.)

In contrast to this and despite his counterterrorism claims, Haftar has aided and abetted ISIS 

and violent radicals, including the Madkahli-Salafis, which has only added to the instability his 

military campaign has created within Libya.

I very much hope this requested meeting is possible; it definitely would be a thoughtful 

discussion of these matters with a true leader in the fight for a prosperous, democratic Libyan 

future. Please suggest whatever day and time from March 31 - April 3 would be best for your 

office.

We look forward to continuing to work with your office in support of the U.S.-Libya 

relationship. Thanks so much.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the 

Government of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Natasha and Michael—

This is former Senator David Vitter of Mercury Public Affairs. I hope you are doing well.

The Minister of Interior of the US- and UN-recognized Government of Libya will be leading a 

delegation to the U.S. from Tuesday, March 31st to Friday, April 3rd to meet with U.S. 

government officials, think tank experts, and reporters. We would like to respectfully request a 

meeting with Senator Burr given his significant role in U.S.-Libya relations and policy.
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The purpose of the visit is to discuss support from the Trump Administration and Congress for 

the Government of Libya, and to encourage appropriate condemnation of Khalifa Haftar's 

ongoing assault on the Libyan people, Infrastructure, and oil industry.

The Interior Minister and his government have worked closely with AFRICOM to defeat ISIS and 

other terrorist elements in Libya. The Minister is leading the effort to replace all militias with a 

professional, unified army. And he also has announced complete openness to a US military 

base in Libya. (See the attached Bloomberg article.)

In contrast to this and despite his counterterrorism claims, Haftar has aided and abetted ISIS 

and violent radicals, including the Madkahli-Salafis, which has only added to the instability his 

military campaign has created within Libya.

I very much hope this requested meeting is possible; it definitely would be a thoughtful 

discussion of these matters with a true leader in the fight for a prosperous, democratic Libyan 

future. Please suggest whatever day and time from March 31 - April 3 would be best for your 

office.

We look forward to continuing to work with your office in support of the U.S.-Libya 

relationship. Thanks so much.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the 

Government of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Patrick and Hannah—

This is former Senator David Vitter of Mercury Public Affairs. I hope you are doing well.

The Minister of Interior of the US- and UN-recognized Government of Libya will be leading a 

delegation to the U.S. from Tuesday, March 31st to Friday, April 3rd to meet with U.S. 

government officials, think tank experts, and reporters. We would like to respectfully request a 

meeting with Representative Stefanik given her significant role in U.S.-Libya relations and 

policy.

The purpose of the visit is to discuss support from the Trump Administration and Congress for 

the Government of Libya, and to encourage appropriate condemnation of Khalifa Haftar's 

ongoing assault on the Libyan people, infrastructure, and oil industry.

The Interior Minister and his government have worked closely with AFRICOM to defeat ISIS and 

other terrorist elements in Libya. The Minister is leading the effort to replace all militias with a 

professional, unified army. And he also has announced complete openness to a US military 

base in Libya. (See the attached Bloomberg article.)
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In contrast to this and despite his counterterrorism claims, Haftar has aided and abetted ISIS 

and violent radicals, including the Madkahli-Salafis, which has only added to the instability his 

military campaign has created within Libya.

I very much hope this requested meeting is possible; it definitely would be a thoughtful 

discussion of these matters with a true leader in the fight for a prosperous, democratic Libyan 

future. Please suggest whatever day and time from March 31 - April 3 would be best for your 

office.

We look forward to continuing to work with your office in support of the U.S.-Libya 

relationship. Thanks so much.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the 

Government of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Michael and Jessica—

This is former Senator David Vitter of Mercury Public Affairs. I hope you are doing well.

The Minister of Interior of the US- and UN-recognized Government of Libya will be leading a 

delegation to the U.S. from Tuesday, March 31st to Friday, April 3rd to meet with U.S. 

government officials, think tank experts, and reporters. We would like to respectfully request a 

meeting with Congressman Thornberry given his significant role in U.S.-Libya relations and 

policy.

The purpose of the visit is to discuss support from the Trump Administration and Congress for 

the Government of Libya, and to encourage appropriate condemnation of Khalifa Haftar's 

ongoing assault on the Libyan people, Infrastructure, and oil industry.

The Interior Minister and his government have worked closely with AFRICOM to defeat ISIS and 

other terrorist elements in Libya. The Minister is leading the effort to replace all militias with a 

professional, unified army. And he also has announced complete openness to a US military 

base in Libya. (See the attached Bloomberg article.)

In contrast to this and despite his counterterrorism claims, Haftar has aided and abetted ISIS 

and violent radicals, including the Madkahli-Salafis, which has only added to the instability his 

military campaign has created within Libya.

I very much hope this requested meeting is possible; it definitely would be a thoughtful 

discussion of these matters with a true leader in the fight for a prosperous, democratic Libyan 

future. Please suggest whatever day and time from March 31 - April 3 would be best for your 

office.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/11/2020 2:06:52 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/11/2020 2:06:52 PM

We look forward to continuing to work with your office in support of the U.S.-Libya 

relationship. Thanks so much.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the 

Government of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Jilian, George, Derek, and Jennifer—

This is former Senator David Vitter of Mercury Public Affairs. I hope you are doing well.

The Minister of Interior of the US- and UN-recognized Government of Libya will be leading a 

delegation to the U.S. from Tuesday, March 31st to Friday, April 3rd to meet with U.S. 

government officials, think tank experts, and reporters. We would like to respectfully request a 

meeting with Congressman Nunez given his significant role in U.S.-Libya relations and policy.

The purpose of the visit is to discuss support from the Trump Administration and Congress for 

the Government of Libya, and to encourage appropriate condemnation of Khalifa Haftar's 

ongoing assault on the Libyan people, Infrastructure, and oil industry.

The Interior Minister and his government have worked closely with AFRICOM to defeat ISIS and 

other terrorist elements in Libya. The Minister is leading the effort to replace all militias with a 

professional, unified army. And he also has announced complete openness to a US military 

base in Libya. (See the attached Bloomberg article.)

In contrast to this and despite his counterterrorism claims, Haftar has aided and abetted ISIS 

and violent radicals, including the Madkahli-Salafis, which has only added to the instability his 

military campaign has created within Libya.

I very much hope this requested meeting is possible; it definitely would be a thoughtful 

discussion of these matters with a true leader in the fight for a prosperous, democratic Libyan 

future. Please suggest whatever day and time from March 31 - April 3 would be best for your 

office.

We look forward to continuing to work with your office in support of the U.S.-Libya 

relationship. Thanks so much.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the 

Government of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Andrew, Gabriele, and Megan—

This is former Senator David Vitter of Mercury Public Affairs. I hope you are doing well.
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The Minister of Interior of the US- and UN-recognized Government of Libya will be leading a 

delegation to the U.S. from Tuesday, March 31st to Friday, April 3rd to meet with U.S. 

government officials, think tank experts, and reporters. We would like to respectfully request a 

meeting with Senator Perdue given his significant role in U.S.-Libya relations and policy.

The purpose of the visit is to discuss support from the Trump Administration and Congress for 

the Government of Libya, and to encourage appropriate condemnation of Khalifa Haftar's 

ongoing assault on the Libyan people, Infrastructure, and oil industry.

The Interior Minister and his government have worked closely with AFRICOM to defeat ISIS and 

other terrorist elements in Libya. The Minister is leading the effort to replace all militias with a 

professional, unified army. And he also has announced complete openness to a US military 

base in Libya. (See the attached Bloomberg article.)

In contrast to this and despite his counterterrorism claims, Haftar has aided and abetted ISIS 

and violent radicals, including the Madkahli-Salafis, which has only added to the instability his 

military campaign has created within Libya.

I very much hope this requested meeting is possible; it definitely would be a thoughtful 

discussion of these matters with a true leader in the fight for a prosperous, democratic Libyan 

future. Please suggest whatever day and time from March 31 - April 3 would be best for your 

office.

We look forward to continuing to work with your office in support of the U.S.-Libya 

relationship. Thanks so much.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the 

Government of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Alice, Matt, and Craig—

This is former Senator David Vitter of Mercury Public Affairs (again). I hope you are doing well 

and staying virus-free.

The Minister of Interior of the US- and UN-recognized Government of Libya will be leading a 

delegation to the U.S. from Tuesday, March 31st to Friday, April 3rd to meet with U.S. 

government officials, think tank experts, and reporters. We would like to respectfully request a 

meeting with Senator Graham given his very significant role in U.S.-Libya relations and 

policy. Alternatively, it would be wonderful if the Senator could encourage Chairman Risch to 

host a coffee inviting all committee members to a discussion with the Minister. We have 

specifically suggested this to him.
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The purpose of the visit is to seek support from the Trump Administration and Congress for the 

Government of Libya, and to encourage appropriate condemnation of Khalifa Haftar's ongoing 

assault on the government and the Libyan people.

The Interior Minister and his government have worked closely with AFRICOM to defeat ISIS and 

other terrorist elements in Libya. The Minister is leading the effort to replace all militias with a 

professional, unified army. And he also has announced complete openness to a US military 

base in Libya. (See the attached Bloomberg article.)

In contrast to this and despite his counterterrorism claims, Haftar has aided and abetted ISIS 

and violent radicals, including the Madkahli-Salafis, which has only added to the instability his 

military campaign has created within Libya.

I very much hope this requested meeting is possible; it definitely would be a thoughtful 

discussion of these matters with a true leader in the fight for a prosperous, democratic Libyan 

future. Please suggest whatever day and time from March 31 - April 3 would be best for your 

office.

We look forward to continuing to work with your office in support of the U.S.-Libya 

relationship. Thanks so much.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the 

Government of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

Dear Colin, Chris, and Alexa—-

This is former Senator David Vitter of Mercury Public Affairs. I hope you are doing well.

The Minister of Interior of the US- and UN-recognized Government of Libya will be leading a 

delegation to the U.S. from Tuesday, March 31st to Friday, April 3rd to meet with U.S. 

government officials, think tank experts, and reporters. We would like to respectfully request a 

meeting with Chairman Risch given his very significant role in U.S.-Libya relations and 

policy. Alternatively, it would be wonderful if he could host a coffee inviting all committee 

members to a discussion with the Minister.

The purpose of the visit is to seek support from the Trump Administration and Congress for the 

Government of Libya, and to encourage appropriate condemnation of Khalifa Haftar's ongoing 

assault on the government and the Libyan people.

The Interior Minister and his government have worked closely with AFRICOM to defeat ISIS and 

other terrorist elements in Libya. The Minister is leading the effort to replace all militias with a 

professional, unified army. And he also has announced complete openness to a US military 

base in Libya. (See the attached Bloomberg article.)

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/11/2020 2:06:52 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/11/2020 2:06:52 PM

In contrast to this and despite his counterterrorism claims, Haftar has aided and abetted ISIS 

and violent radicals, including the Madkahli-Saiafis, which has only added to the instability his 

military campaign has created within Libya.

I very much hope this requested meeting is possible; it definitely would be a thoughtful 

discussion of these matters with a true leader in the fight for a prosperous, democratic Libyan 

future. Please suggest whatever day and time from March 31 - April 3 would be best for your 

office.

We look forward to continuing to work with your office in support of the U.S.-Libya 

relationship. Thanks so much.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the 

Government of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file 

with the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.
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Fathi Bashagha

Bloomberg

Libya Asks U.S. to Set Up Military Base to Counter Russia 

Samer Al-Atrush 

February 22, 2020

Libya's security chief called on the U.S. to set up a base in the North African country to 

counterbalance Russia's expanding influence in Africa.

Fathi Bashagha, interior minister for the Tripoli-based administration, said his government proposed 

hosting a base after Secretary of Defense Mark Esper laid out plans to scale back the U.S. military 

presence on the continent and re-focus deployments globally on confronting Russia and China. 

Bashagha's government has been engaged in a months-long battle with forces trying to seize the 

capital led by eastern strongman Khalifa Flaftar, who's backed by Russian mercenaries.

"The redeployment is not clear to us," Bashagha said, speaking in a phone interview with Bloomberg 

on Friday. "But we hope that the redeployment includes Libya so it doesn't leave space that Russia 

can exploit."

The oil-rich nation across the Mediterranean from Europe has been one of the main stages for 

Russia's push for influence over the past year. More than a thousand mercenaries deployed by a 

confidant of President Vladimir Putin have backed Haftar's offensive to capture the capital from the 

internationally recognized government.

Bashagha warned that Russia's backing of Haftar was part of a broader push for influence.

"The Russians aren't in Libya just for Flaftar," he said. "They have a big strategy in Libya and Africa."

Gate to Africa

Esper's plan to pull troops from Africa provoked criticism in Congress, with 11 lawmakers led by 

Flouse Armed Services Committee Vice Chairman Anthony Brown, a Democrat, noting in a letter last 

month that Russia and China were investing in the continent to strengthen their influence. 

Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, a top ally of President Donald Trump, was among a bipartisan 

group of lawmakers who confronted Esper on the sidelines of a security conference in Munich and 

said they wouldn't back the plan, NBC reported on Tuesday.

In late January, Esper said the U.S. wouldn't withdraw all of its troops from Africa, but acknowledged 

a review is under way to account for a new strategy that makes countering Russia and China the 

priority. The U.S. has about 6,000 troops in Africa, including those guarding diplomatic facilities, 

according to a defense official.

A report by the Pentagon's lead inspector general released this month said Russia's activities in Libya 

and North Africa posed "significant challenges to the United States and its partners," undermining 

military relations with countries in the region.

Disseminated by Mercury Public Affairs, LLC, a registered foreign agent, on behalf of the Government 

of National Accord Libya, Office of the Prime Minister. More information is on file with the 

Department of Justice, Washington, DC.
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"Libya is important in the Mediterranean: it has oil wealth and a 1,900-kilometer coast and ports 

which allow Russia to view it as the gate to Africa," Bashagha said. "If the U.S. asks for a base, as the 

Libyan government we wouldn't mind -- for fighting terrorism, organized crime and keeping foreign 

countries that intervene at a distance. An American base would lead to stability."

Benghazi Attack

The U.S. hasn't had forces in Libya since last April, when it withdrew them as Haftar's forces 

marched toward the capital. The country has been in turmoil since a 2011 U.S.-led and NATO-backed 

uprising ousted long-time autocrat Moammer al-Qaddafi. The following year, a jihadist-led mob 

attacked the U.S. consulate in the eastern city of Benghazi, killing the American ambassador, 

Christopher Stevens. In a 2016 interview with Fox News, then-President Barack Obama said that 

failing to plan for the aftermath of Qaddafi's ouster was the worst mistake of his presidency.

"We hope that the U.S. can move on from this regretful incident," Bashagha said of the attack on the 

embassy. "All Libyans regret it. It wasn't the Libyan people but a small group of criminals that did it."

Since April, control of the country has been divided between Haftar's forces, who are also backed by 

Egypt and the United Arab Emirates, and the UN-recognized government, which gets military 

support from Turkey. The war prompted the U.S. to withdraw a counter terrorism contingent from 

Tripoli that had been assisting in the fight against Islamic State militants in Africa.

Bashagha warned that arms pouring into the country despite a United Nations arms embargo could 

find their way to neighboring Egypt, where weapons smuggled out of Libya have reached Islamic 

State militants in Sinai and the neighboring Palestinian Gaza Strip.

Twitter: Fathi Bashagha 

February 23, 2020
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@fathi_bashagha

Since the ceasefire was signed on January 12, Foreign 
cargo flights have illegally sent more than 6,200 tons of 
weapons to the war criminal, Haftar. 1/4
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Replying to @fathi_bashagha

The Libyan Government @GovernmentLY must take responsible action to 
end the reckless escalation of this conflict & the ongoing targeting of 
civilians & civilian infrastructure. We will explore all options for enhanced 
military cooperation with allies. 2/4
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During this wartime period of national self-defense, our formal military 
partners may need to utilize temporary operational posts to facilitate their 
support to us. 3/4
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The GNA is committed to conducting military engagements transparently & 
in compliance with international law & ensuring full respect for Libyan 
sovereignty. 4/4
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Libya Observer

Libya's Interior Minister says intelligence apparatus is compromised, vows to dissolve militias 

Abdulkader Assad 

February 23, 2020

The Libyan Interior Minister Fathi Bashagha said in a press conference in Tripoli on Sunday that 

several officers from the Ministry had been arrested as part of an investigation by the General 

Intelligence Apparatus into pro-Haftar sleeper cells in Tripoli and western Libya.

Bashagha accused militias, without naming them, of compromising the intelligence apparatus and 

anti-corruption apparatus at the Interior Ministry, adding that they want to dissolve the organized 

crime networks and militias that are assaulting police apparatuses all across Libya, indicating that 

there's no difference between militias from the east or west of Libya.

"The militias I mean are the ones taking advantage of the ongoing efforts to defend Tripoli by 

assaulting state institutions. However, those who are defending Tripoli are our sons and state 

institutions' cadets not militias." He added.

Bashagha remarked that the militia that compromised the intelligence apparatus started to plot 

against the police and the Public Prosecutor's Office, saying that any force that is kidnapping and 

assaulting civilians is a militia.
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He explained that his Ministry won't be easy on the militias that take advantage of the security 

forces, saying there is corruption within the Ministry.

The General Intelligence arrested days ago a former Brigadier General named Shukri Labeeb who 

was working for Haftar's forces and their sleeper cells in western Libya. He gave details about several 

Interior Ministry officers working for Haftar.

Libyan Express

Libyan Interior Minister slams Nawasi Brigade as "militia blackmailing the state"

February 24, 2020

Libya's UN-backed Interior Minister Fathi Bashaga on Sunday said that armed groups obstruct and 

extort security services in the capital Tripoli.

"Militias in Tripoli attack institutions and obstruct the government, using their powers being part of 

security agencies. They do not answer to the law or the instructions of the Attorney General," 

Bashaga told a press conference in the capital Tripoli.

This is an act that can be described as "organized crime," and those who commit this crime will be 

pursued, the minister said.

"It is unfortunate that a security service is extorted by some militias. A militia captured Naji Al-Zubi, 

a competent officer of the Tripoli Security Directorate," Bashaga said.

Local media said that Al-Zubi has been captured by a militia in Tripoli, accusing him of treason and 

working for the rival eastern-based army, which is engaged in a deadly armed conflict against the 

UN-backed government over control of Tripoli.

The minister also pointed out that there is significant financial corruption in his ministry worth more 

than 710 million U.S. dollars.

The New York Times

Help Libya Defeat a War Criminal 

Fathi Bashagha 

February 26, 2020

To the Editor:

Re "Police State With Islamist Twist: Inside the Libya of 'the Marshal'" (front page, Feb. 20):

You provided the world with a rare view inside an area of Libya occupied by a brutal war criminal, 

and in so doing showed why Libya's legitimate government will never allow Khalifa Hifter to seize 

control and turn Libya into a dictatorship worse than Muammar el-Qaddafi's. But to achieve peace in 

Libya, we need the international community to be honest and cleareyed about Mr. Hitter's 

ruthlessness.
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He casually violates cease-fires while feigning participation in peace negotiations with the United 

Nations. The United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Jordan and Russia help him relentlessly attack heavily 

populated civilian areas, loot the banks of areas he occupies, damage oil operations and destroy 

civilian infrastructure — all while claiming to be on a self-declared "jihad" that is somehow for, not 

against, the people of this country.

We want peace, stability, opportunity and self-determination for the Libyan people. That is what 

they deserve, and what Mr. Hifter will never provide.

It's time for the international community to get serious about helping us get rid of Mr. Hifter and his 

foreign partners. He is a threat to Libya and the security of the entire region. The veil has been lifted: 

You can't say you didn't know.

Fathi Bashagha 

Tripoli, Libya

The writer is Libya's interior minister.

Reuters

Libyan government to move from defence 'to attack1, minister says 

Tarek Amara, Angus McDowall 

March 2, 2020

Libya's internationally recognised government will soon try to push back Khalifa Haftar's eastern 

forces that have been attacking the capital Tripoli for months, its interior minister has told Reuters.

"The GNA (Government of National Accord) and its forces do not want to see Tripoli subject to 

shelling every day and it will move these forces (of Haftar) away from Tripoli," Fathi Bashagha said in 

an interview with Reuters late on Sunday.

Bombardment around the capital has intensified in recent days, and shelling has repeatedly closed 

the capital's only functioning airport at Mitiga, held by the GNA.

The escalation is the most serious since the announcement of a ceasefire on Jan. 12 and Bashagha 

said the GNA believed that Haftar had launched a new assault.

"On Friday, more than 60 missiles dropped on Mitiga and 60 dropped on Tripoli on Saturday.... so 

now he begins his attack," Bashagha said. "Our defence will also move to attack because there is no 

hope for the ceasefire," he added.

Asked if the GNA would begin a military offensive in the coming days, he said "definitely".

Haftar began his assault on Tripoli last year after advancing from his stronghold in eastern Libya with 

help from the United Arab Emirates, Egypt and Russia.

Turkey in January began sending some of its forces and allied Syrian fighters to support the GNA. 

Bashagha said this had "created a military balance" which should bring Haftar to dialogue.

Bashagha called on the United States and Britain to put pressure on countries supporting Haftar and 

said that Libya faced a major humanitarian crisis if the international community did not intervene.
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Twitter: U.S. Embassy - Libya 

March 4, 2020

0U.S. Embassy - Libya 9 N

@USAEmbassyLibya

The Embassy will work with @fathi_bashagha to ensure 

full implementation of U.S. Executive Order 13726, 
which allows for sanctions against individuals that 

threaten the peace, security, and stability of #Libya. 
Learn more here: facebook.com/usembassytripo...

9:41 AM ■ Mar 4. 2020 • Twitter Web App
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