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UAE, Russia and Egypt Weapons/Equipment 
Supply to Haftar

Foreign Policy
Russia Isn't the Only One Getting Its Hands Dirty in Libya 
Emad Badi 
April 21, 2020

"But while the international community consolidated its efforts to bring about a political 
solution, the UAE's footprint in the country expanded. Since April 4, 2019, alone, Abu 

Dhabi has conducted more than 850 drone and jet strikes on Haftar's behalf. Open 
source data also shows that, since January 2020, more than a 100 airlifters suspected of 

carrying tons of weaponry flew from the UAE into eastern Libya and Egypt. Abu Dhabi is 
also suspected of tricking Sudanese workers into working as mercenaries with the LNA, 
along with transferring jet fuel to sustain Khalifa Haftar's war effort.

Emirati drone strikes are believed to have killed scores of people and have caused 
immense material damage, a toll borne overwhelmingly by Libya's civilian population. 

This situation is no longer just perpetuating the conflict—it's exacerbating it, creating a 
major humanitarian catastrophe in one of the world's most fragile areas.

Yet neither the United Nations nor Abu Dhabi's great-power protectors—the United 
States and France—have done much in the way of curbing this activity, and some 

policymakers have gone as far as rationalizing the UAE's behavior because they agree 
with its broader geoeconomic objectives. While this notion might have carried some 

weight in past years, the fact that the UAE is willing to enable the total destruction of 

Tripoli and its infrastructure today is evidence that its ideological investment in Haftar 
outweighs any future economic considerations."

Financial Times
UAE groups implicated in suspected violation of Libyan arms embargo 

Andrew England 
April 20, 2020

"United Arab Emirates-based companies shipped nearly 11,000 tonnes of jet fuel to 

eastern Libya, the stronghold of the renegade general Khalifa Haftar, in a suspected 
violation of an international arms embargo, according to documents seen by the 
Financial Times.
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The shipment, under investigation by a UN panel of experts, had a market value of 
nearly $5m at the time it was loaded in the UAE and was delivered last month to the city 

of Benghazi, the headquarters of Gen Haftar's offensive.

Stephanie Williams, the acting UN envoy to Libya, told the FT that in the UN's judgment 
the jet fuel was considered to be "combat supplies" and the shipment to eastern Libya 
could constitute a violation of the embargo."

The New York Times
The White House Blessed a War in Libya, but Russia Won It 

David Kirkpatrick 
April 14, 2020

"As they lobbied Mr. Trump, Crown Prince Mohammed and Mr. el-Sisi overlooked that 
contradiction. They were also simultaneously working closely with Russia. Egypt had 
opened a secret Russian base to supply Mr. Hifter's forces, to the alarm of Western 

officials worried about Moscow's expanding influence."

Congressional Research Service
Libya: Conflict, Transition, and U.S. Policy 
April 13, 2020

"Foreign actors, including U.S. partners in Europe and the Middle East, have long found 
themselves at odds over Libya's conflict, and several countries have provided increased 

military assistance to warring Libyan parties since April 2019 in violation of a 
longstanding U.N. arms embargo. According to U.S. officials, Egypt and the United Arab 
Emirates arm the LNA."

The Guardian
Suspected military supplies pour into Libya as UN flounders 

Jason Burke, Patrick Wintour 
11 March 2020

"The United Arab Emirates, which is backing Khalifa Haftar, the warlord commander of 
the self-styled Libyan National Army, is thought to have sent more than 100 
deliveries by air since mid-January, according to flight-tracking data."
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"Most of the suspect UAE flights leave military bases in the UAE, while some appear to 
depart from a base run since 2016 by the UAE in Eritrea, where an authoritarian regime 

is in charge and there is minimal international monitoring.

In all, the flights are thought to have carried about 5,000 metric tons of cargo into 

Libya in very large chartered transport planes that land at an airport close to Benghazi, 
Haftar's coastal stronghold, or in western Egypt, from where their loads are thought to 
be trucked into Libya.

It is unclear what these shipments contained but they may have included heavier 

artillery as well as other arms and ammunition. Shelling from long-range artillery blamed 

on the LNA has recently hit the centre of Tripoli."

"Experts say the cargos may also contain communications technology, spare parts, basic 
equipment and other non-lethal items necessary for fighting a war. Asked for a response 
to the flight-tracking data the UAE said it did not comment on military operations.

According to the United Nations Security Council, in addition to the support from the 

UAE and Egypt, Haftar has been backed by Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Russia. Many of the 
flights stop at Aqaba, the Jordanian port city."

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
Elow to Stop Libya's Collapse 
Frederic Wehrey, Jalel Harchaoui 

7 January 2020

"Then, in September, hundreds of Russian mercenaries arrived to support Haftar and 
shifted the battlefield momentum in his direction. Since 2015, Moscow has been 

gradually ramping up its engagement in Libya, where it sees economic opportunities 
and a chance to expand its influence at the expense of Western powers. It now supplies 

Haftar's forces with antitank missiles and laser-guided artillery and supports them with 
paramilitary fighters from the Wagner Group, a shadowy military contractor that does 
the Kremlin's bidding in a growing list of countries in Africa and the Middle East. Buoyed 

by the Russians' tactical expertise, Haftar's forces are now making slow territorial gains 
in the capital—and pushing the war into a new and more dangerous phase."

United Nations Security Council
Letter dated 29 November 2019 from the Panel of Experts on Libya established pursuant 
to resolution 1973 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council 

9 December 2019
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"The Panel finds the United Arab Emirates in non-compliance with paragraph 9 or 

resolution 1970 (2011) for the provision of military material to the HAF."

"The Panel has written to the United Arab Emirates requesting clarification of the supply 

chain for this weapon system but has received no response."

"Jordan, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates routinely and sometimes blatantly 

supplied weapons, employing little effort to disguise the source."

"The involvement of international and regional actors, both State and non-State is 

persistent and increasing. The supply of military equipment from foreign Governments 
and the inclusion of foreign armed groups directly involved in the fighting are 

destabilizing factors."

International Institute for Strategic Studies
Useful, but not decisive: UAVs in Libya's civil war 

Franz-Stefan Gady 
22 November 2019

"The United Arab Emirates is widely reported to be providing support to the LNA, 
including through the deployment of six to eight Wing Loong I, perhaps also including 

some Wing Loong II, medium-altitude long-endurance (MALE) UAVs. They are being 
flown out of Al Khadim airbase south of Tripoli and from locations closer to the Libyan 
capital. There are indications that a satellite link is being used to allow beyond-line-of 

sight control for the Wing Loong UAVs, allowing for remote operation. At least two UAE- 
owned Schiebel Camcopter S-100 rotary UAVs have also been deployed, as well as an 

unknown number of Iranian-made Mohojer-2 UAVs."

The New York Times
U.S. Missiles Found in Libyan Rebel Camp Were First Sold to France 
Eric Schmitt, Declan Walsh 
9 July 2019

"On Tuesday, an adviser to the French armed forces minister confirmed that the Javelin 

missiles found in Gheryan belonged to French forces but said they were damaged and 
no longer usable. Responding to questions from The New York Times, he said the 

missiles were being temporarily stored in a warehouse awaiting destruction and were 
not transferred to local forces.
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The French adviser, who under his government's policy was not authorized to be 
identified by name to discuss the issue, said the weapons were among those that were 

bought from the United States in 2010, and were intended to protect French troops 
deployed in Libya for intelligence and counterterrorism operations.

He said they did not violate arms embargoes in Libya, calling it out of the question that 
the missiles would be sold or otherwise transferred to "anybody" in Libya.

But that account left many questions unanswered about how the weapons ended up in 
a rebel compound near the front lines of a battle that the United Nations said on 
Tuesday has led to over 1,000 deaths since April, including 106 civilians."
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