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MEMO
DATE: May 13,2020
SUBJECT: Libya Weekly Update

Below is a summary of the latest top headlines of the week surrounding the news in Libya. Key
highlights include:
• A recently leaked UN report indicates that 800-1,200 mercenaries provided by Russia’s
Wagner Group are actively fighting on the ground in Libya. These fighters continue to engage
in a large effort to help Haftar through technical support, combat operations, and influence
campaigns.
• Artillery shelling in Tripoli by Haftar’s militias led to five civilian deaths and dozens wounded
in the capital. This attack was the latest in a list of indiscriminate bombings by Haftar. These
attacks have led to an increase in civilian casualties.
• The International Criminal Court is working on new arrest warrants in Libya due to a high
level of civilian casualties from airstrikes and artillery fire. The prosecutor at the ICC cited
Haftar's offensive that was launched over a year ago that has not abated, and her office is
monitoring events linked to civilian casualties.
• The GNA has rejected Haftar’s call for ceasefire in Libya, citing previous ceasefire
agreements that have been broken by Haftar. After a string of devastating military defeats
for Haftar, the ceasefire is a good indication of a loss of faith in his own fighting forces. The
ceasefire also comes as Haftar declared he has a 'popular mandate’ to rule Libya.
• Malta has vetoed EU funds for naval Operation Irini, in major a blow to the project’s
proponents - causing a diplomatic scramble among EU countries. Operation Irini’s stated
objective is to enforce the arms embargo in Libya, but in the months since its inception, critics
have argued that it is a profoundly flawed plan - doing nothing to address the methods by
which Haftar’s side receives arms. Malta had been the only participating country with Armed
Forces personnel boarding the operation.
• The GNA is calling for an investigation into the EU’s military initiative to monitor the current
UN arms embargo in Libya. PM al-Sarraj opposes the operation due to its failure in
preventing military aid from reaching Haftar.
BBC (5/7): Wagner, shadowy Russian military group, 'fighting in Libya1

•
•
•

Hundreds of mercenaries from Russia’s Wagner Group are operating in Libya, a report by the
UN indicates.
Russian forces, supporting Haftar in his offensive on Tripoli, are also believed to be involved
in conflicts in Ukraine, Syria, and elsewhere.
The UN report notes that between 800-1,200 mercenaries are on the ground in Tripoli
supporting Haftar.
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Bloomberg (5/5): Russian Mercenaries Act as 'Force Multiplier’ in Libya, UN Says
•
•
•

Russian mercenaries are engaged in a large effort in Libya to help Haftar’s forces through
technical support, combat operations, and influence campaigns.
With 800-1,200 mercenaries provided by Russia’s Wagner Group, Russia is playing a huge
role in continuing the conflict in Libya.
Recently, Russia and Haftar’s relationship has began to strain, which could indicate
frustration in Russia due to military defeats in Libya and Haftar’s inability to take Tripoli.

Associated Press (5/7): Libyan official: 5 killed, dozens wounds in Tripoli shelling
•
•

Artillery shelling in Tripoli by Haftar’s forces led to five civilian deaths and dozens wounded in
the capital.
This attack was the latest in a list of indiscriminate bombings by Haftar’s forces. These attacks
have led to an increase in civilian casualties.

Associated Press (5/5): Prosecutor Says ICC Is Working on New Libya Arrest Warrants
•
•
•

The International Criminal Court’s are working on new arrest warrants in Libya due to a high
level of civilian casualties from airstrikes and artillery fire.
The prosecutor at the ICC cited Haftar’s offensive that was launched over a year ago that has
not abated, and her office is monitoring events linked to civilian casualties.
Libya's UN Ambassador accused Haftar's forces of committing war crimes that the
prosecutor has cited.

Associated Press (5/5): Libyan PM calls for renewed UN talks amid increased tensions
•
•

Libya PM Sarraj has called for renewed UN discussions to end the divisions in the country as
military clashes have escalated.
PM Sarraj is urging international political forces to resume talks, believing the only road map
to moving Libya forward is through diplomacy.

Malta Today (5/10): Malta rattles EU with Irini withdrawal. Macron and Merkel schedule calls
•

•
•

Malta has vetoed EU funds for naval Operation Irini, in a surprise to international leaders.
Operation Irini has been tasked to enforcing an arms embargo in Libya since its inception a
few months ago.
Malta had been the only participating country with Armed Forces personnel boarding the
operation.
Operation Irini never intended to stop the flow of arms by the French and UAE to support
Haftar’s forces.

AA (5/7): Libya calls for probe of Operation IRINI
•
•

The GNA is calling for an investigation into the EU's military initiative to monitor the current
UN arms embargo in Libya.
PM al-Sarraj opposes the operation due to its failure in preventing military aid from reaching
Haftar.

Associated Press (5/4): Turkey says Hifter'regressing in Libya conflict
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Haftar’s forces have entered a regression phase in their offensive on Tripoli, a sign of another
failure in Haftar's attempt to take Tripoli by force.
While other countries have provided Haftar with endless financial and weapons support, his
forces have failed to accomplish what they have set out to accomplish.
Recently, Haftar's LNA have lost significant ground, an indication of regression.

The Hill (5/4): Russia wants a frozen conflict in Libya
•
•

Russia, who has been supporting Haftar through mercenary troop support, is calling for a
freeze of the conflict in Libya.
The Russian government believes that a political solution between parties is the only possible
resolution.

The Guardian (4/30): Tripoli government rejects rebel general’s ceasefire offer in Libya
•
•

•

The GNA has rejected Haftar's call for ceasefire in Libya, citing previous ceasefire
agreements that have been broken by Haftar.
After a string of humiliating military defeats for Haftar, the ceasefire is a good indication of a
loss of faith in his own fighting forces. The ceasefire also comes as Haftar declared he has a
'popular mandate’ to rule Libya.
The latest ceasefire call is mostly likely to allow his forces time to reorganize after decimated
supply lines.

The London Times (4/30): Libya’s warlord Marshal Khalifa Haftar declares a truce as his powerful
‘friends’ lose faith
• Rebel General Haftar has declared a truce for Ramadan after suffering a string of military
defeats, despite his declaration of military rule of Libya.
• After previously rejecting international calls for ceasefire, Haftar is declaring a truce after
humiliating losses as the GNA has stepped up its military operations.
###
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Former Senator David Vitter here. I hope you're keeping safe and sound. Thank you for all of your
ongoing work and service.
I wanted to see if you and/or your committee colleagues would be available for a brief conference call
on Libya with Muhammad Ali Abdullah, a leading representative of the government (resume
attached). He could give you a complete picture of recent, significant developments there with special
emphasis on Russian interference through entities like the Wagner Group, which continues to be
extremely worrisome.
Related to that, we wanted to pick your brain regarding the US government securing additional financial
forensics and intelligence to properly identify all people and entities associated with this activity. It is
the opinion of several leading experts, like Candace Rondeaux of new America and Arizona State
University, that sanctions have not hit this activity hard because these people and entities have not been
fully identified and effective sanctions have not been imposed on them directly.
Related to all of this, please see the excellent recent Washington Examiner article (link attached). It
quotes the US military that the Russian presence in Libya is a greater threat to US interests there than
ISIS.
Would you be available for such a brief conference call in the next 10 days? Please just suggest one or
more good days/times.
Thank you so much again for all of your work.
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Mohammed AM Abdallah
Background
Mr. Mohammed AN Abdallah is the Political Advisor for US Affairs to
the Prime Minister of Libya’s Government of National Accord.
For a number of years, Mr. Abdallah was a prominent member of the
Libyan opposition in the diaspora in the United States. In 2012, during
the first democratic elections held in Libya in over four decades, Mr.
Abdallah won a seat in the General National Congress, Libya’s
parliament. He was elected from the 9th District of Misrata (Libya’s
3rd largest city). During his term in office, Mr. Abdallah served as the
Chairman of the Financial Planning, Budget, and Finance oversight Committee. In that capacity,
Mr. Abdallah was instrumental in revising the development and operational budget process,
establishing a structure to de-centralize financial spending, as well as introducing structural
reforms in local governance. As a member in the Telecommunications and Transportation
Committee, Mr. Abdallah led efforts to establish a regulatory body to oversee the telecom sector,
paving the way for increased private investment in the industry. Mr. Abdallah served as
President of the National Front Party, (the third largest political party in Libya), from 2012 until
2017.
During the UN-led political dialogue process, Mr. Abdallah served as a member of the Political
Dialogue Committee, which resulted in the Libyan Political Agreement (LPA) at the end of 2015.
He continued to play a significant role in the political dialogue amongst the different political
factions and helped de-escalate conflicts paving the way for consolidation of GNA governance
and UN return to Tripoli. His continuous involvement included a role in the ongoing negotiations
aimed at expanding the consensus around the LPA and facilitating democratic transition of
power.

Education
Mr. Abdallah graduated from Lafayette High School in Lexington, Kentucky in 1993. From there
he went on to earn multiple degrees from the University of Kentucky, including a degree in
Telecommunications & Data Management (2000) and a degree in Business Management
(2000).
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