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Zimbabwe Developments

Zimbabwe Advances Wildlife Conservation Through Legislation to Protect Environment

and Efforts to Combat Poaching

Under the leadership of President Emmerson Mnangagwa, the Zimbabwean government 

has taken significant steps to promote wildlife conservation across the country and prevent 

the poaching of endangered species. In September, the Zimbabwean government 

announced that it would ban mining in national parks where endangered species are 

located. Such forceful efforts have successfully lowered the number of elephants killed by 

poachers in the Mana Pools National Park from one a day for the past 20 years to zero in 

the past 12 months. Additionally, in August, Canadian filmmaker and Academy Award- 

winner James Cameron partnered with National Geographic to tell the story of Akashinga, 

an all-female team of rangers working to prevent the poaching of elephants in Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwean conservationists have warned that U.S. legislation like the CECIL Act (H.R. 

2245), which would prohibit import and export of a sport-hunted trophy for any endangered 

species in Zimbabwe, would have an adverse effect on their efforts. In July 2019, Dr. Patience 

Gandiwa, Executive Technical Advisor of Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management 

Authority, testified before Congress to emphasize that Zimbabwe has a robust National 

Management Plan & Strategy for the conservation of endangered species like elephants and 

lions, noting that Zimbabwe's offtake permits for the hunting of endangered species are 

strictly monitored and tailored to align with the recommendations of sustainable 

conservation experts.

Below are highlights from several of the most notable independent press reports on 

Zimbabwe's recent conservation efforts.

Associated Press: Zimbabwe Government Announces Mining Ban In National Parks - 

September 9, 2020

• The Zimbabwean government announced a ban on mining in Hwange National Park, 

where more than 45,000 elephants live along with more than 100 mammal and 400 

bird species, including buffalos, leopards, and lions, that are already struggling for 

food and water in the vast savannah due to a prolonged drought.

• Information Minister Monica Mutsvangwa announced the ban after reports surfaced 

that a Chinese firm had started exploratory work to mine coal within Hwange National 

Park.
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• The Zimbabwe Environmental Lawyers Association, which applied to the 

Zimbabwean High Court to stop the planned mining, welcomed the government's 

statement but said it would continue with the court process unless the government 

takes legal steps to enforce the announced ban.

• Mining would pollute remaining water sources in the park, cause a decline in tourism 

and decrease the incomes of local residents who rely on it for income, and increase 

the opportunity for conflict amongst poachers and wildlife, according to 

environmental activists.

National Geographic: Akashinga: The Brave Ones - August 12, 2020

• Canadian filmmaker James Cameron partnered with National Geographicto release 

a documentary titled, "Akashinga: The Brave Ones" about efforts in Zimbabwe to 

prevent the poaching of endangered species.

• Founded in Zimbabwe by former Australian special forces soldier and anti-poaching 

leader Damien Mander, Akashinga is a women-only team of rangers is revolutionizing 

the way animals are protected, communities are empowered, and lives are changed.

• Many of the women that make up Akashinga are survivors of domestic abuse or 

sexual assault.

• Mander's innovative approach to conservation calls for community buy-in rather than 

full-on armed assault against poachers: If a community understands the economic 

benefits of preserving animals, then it will eliminate poaching without an armed 

struggle.

BBC News: Zimbabwe Elephant Conservationist Lauds 'Huge Result1 - October 18, 2020

• A conservationist working in Zimbabwe has celebrated a "huge result" after seeing 

a massive decline in the number of elephants killed by poachers.

• Nick Murray said the number of elephants killed at Mana Pools National Park has 

gone from an average of "one a day for 20 years" to none in the past 12 months.

• "We've gone 12 months without an elephant being shot and killed by poachers at 

Mana Pools National Park, which is a huge result."
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