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Ref: ABD/2021-0419

April 2, 2021

The Honorable Katherine Tai
United States Trade Representative
600 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20508
Dear Ambassador Tai,
I would like to congratulate you on your recent confirmation as the next United States Trade
Representative. I am eager to collaborate with you and your colleagues in the Biden administration to
support economic development and increase bilateral trade between the United States and Turkey.
I

am the Chairman of the Turkey-U.S.

Business Council

(TAIK), Turkey's oldest bilateral trade

organization. As TAIK, our mission is to promote trade and strengthen economic relations between the
United States and Turkey. We work hard to fulfill this goal, and our members generate more than 70
percent of Turkey's economy. Through our efforts, we pursue opportunities to strengthen the U.S.Turkish bilateral economic relationship by identifying areas of collaboration and working together to
eliminate barriers to trade between our countries.
TAIK has worked tirelessly to expand commercial opportunities between the two countries. Turkey and
the United States have nearly doubled the size of their bilateral trade in the last 10 years, reaching $21.7
billion in 2020. We remain committed to upholding this progress, and there are several specific sectors
in which we want to expand cooperation. For example, while Turkey is currently the second largest
importer of U.S. liquified natural gas (LNG) in Europe and Central Asia, we believe increasing LNG
imports from the United States can be a significant catalyst for enhancing trade between our countries.
We are also strongly interested in increasing U.S. agricultural imports, and are committed to identifying
any relevant trade and regulatory barriers on the U.S. side so that we can increase purchases of U.S.
products like soybeans and grains.
Turkey has expanded its U.S. economic footprint in recent years, investing billions of dollars of foreign
direct investment and creating tens of thousands of jobs in the United States. In turn, the U.S. plays a
crucial role in Turkey's economic development and is the second largest source of Turkey's FDI,
supporting hundreds of thousands of jobs, particularly in manufacturing, wholesale trade, and finance.
Turkish innovators have worked with American companies like Pfizer, Boeing, and PepsiCo to create life
saving medicines, fortify U.S. supply chains, and promote American consumer goods in markets across
the Middle East.
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TAIK member companies also work on the cutting edge of environmentally conscious sectors like the
electric car industry, and we are prepared to work with the Biden administration to implement its bold
climate agenda to create a more sustainable world for future generations.
The significance of ensuring continued economic partnership between our two countries has only grown
since the start of the coronavirus pandemic. We believe that Turkish and Turkish-American businesses
have a significant role to play in the Biden administration's innovative Build Back Better program.
Turkish firms are ready to demonstrate themselves as reliable alternative partners for U.S. companies
diversifying their supply chains, with large U.S. corporations like Walmart having already started shifting
some of their supply from China to Turkey.
TAIK has rapidly mobilized resources in the pursuit of greater prosperity for both of our countries.
Working with the Boston Consulting Group (BCG), we organized a report to identify industries that
would benefit from enhanced economic collaboration between the United States and Turkey. After
reviewing the report's findings, TAIK has established three task forces - digital, electronics, and joint
projects in Africa - to help Turkish companies successfully integrate into and complement U.S. supply
chains.
We anticipate that the economies of the United States and Turkey will continue our valued partnership
into the future, and we are excited to work with the Biden administration to strengthen ties. Two
initiatives TAIK strongly supports are a free trade agreement between our countries and the
establishment of a U.S.-Turkey binational commission to address successes of and challenges to the
bilateral relationship. Turkey's business community deeply appreciates the United States as a key
economic and strategic ally, and we believe further solidifying this partnership would support commerce
in both countries.
I very much look forward to working with you and meeting you in the near future.
Resnectfullv.

Mehmet Ali Yalfindag
Chairman
Turkey-U.S. Business Council (TAIK)
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