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Ref: ABD/2021-0358 April 19, 2021

The Honorable Jennifer Granholm

Secretary of Energy of the United States of America

1000 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Secretary Granholm,

I would like to congratulate you for your well-deserved appointment as Secretary of Energy. I am very 

excited to work with you and other leaders in the Biden Administration to enhance the vital economic 

partnership between the United States and Turkey.

I am the Chairman of Turkey's oldest bilateral trade organization, the Turkey-US Business Council (TAIK). 

Our members support billions of dollars in foreign direct investment into the U.S. and proudly employ 

thousands of Americans. They also generate more than 70 percent of Turkey's economy. We work with 

American and Turkish companies to enhance their strategic partnerships and promote Turkey's 

strengths as a destination for American investment.

The U.S.-Turkey economic relationship is a true success story and has rapidly grown in recent years. In 

2019, bilateral trade between the United States and Turkey reached $21.7 billion, nearly doubling in just 

a decade. Recently, TAIK has sought to help Turkey increase the amount of liquified natural gas (LNG) it 

imports from the United States. In 2020, Turkish entities imported 123,957 million cubic feet of LNG 

from the United States, more than four times the amount from the previous year. We strongly support 

this positive trend and believe that increasing LNG imports from the United States will strengthen the 

geostrategic relationship between Washington and Ankara and provide significant downstream 

economic benefits for both of our economies.

In recent years, Turkey has become a significant supporter of the U.S. economy, investing billions of 

dollars of foreign direct investment and creating tens of thousands of jobs in the United States. Turkey is 

also the third largest market for U.S. products in the Middle East, importing more than $11.5 billion in 

goods in 2020. We have developed strong trading bonds with your home state of Michigan, reaching 

$527 million in bilateral trade with the state in 2020. Michigan imports more from Turkey than any other 

Middle Eastern country besides Israel, and Turkey is Michigan's fifth largest market for agricultural 

goods, including grain, dairy, and meat products.

We also believe TAIK can play an essential role in helping Turkish industry align its priorities with the 

Biden administration's Build Back Better campaign.
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Both of our nations have experienced the significant social and economic impacts of the coronavirus 

pandemic, and we are committed to working with the United States to build resilient structures that 

fortify our economic systems and protect them from future threats.

Last year, we commissioned a report by the Boston Consulting Group (BCG) to identify emerging sectors 

that could most strongly benefit from increased economic collaboration between the United States and 

Turkey. In accordance with the report's findings, TAIK has developed four task forces - LNG, digital, 

electronics, and joint projects in Africa - to help Turkish companies in those industries successfully 

integrate into U.S. supply chains and reduce U.S. reliance on China. TAIK member companies also work 

on the cutting edge of eco-friendly sectors, and our member Karsan is producing Turkey's first locally 

manufactured driverless electric bus. We stand ready to work with you and your staff to identify how 

these initiatives dovetail with the Biden administration's bold strategies to combat climate change.

We are hopeful that the Biden Administration will join us in finding new ways to strengthen the 

historical relationship between our peoples, such as through the negotiation of a U.S.-Turkey free trade 

agreement to solidify our economic partnership and the creation of a U.S.-Turkey binational 

commission, with a working group on energy cooperation, to address successes of and challenges to the 

bilateral relationship.

I very much look forward to working with you and meeting you in the near future.

Respectfully,

Mehmet Ali Yalgndag 

Chairman
Turkey-U.S. Business Council (TAIK)
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