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Zimbabwe Developments

Zimbabwe's Leading Role in Combating Climate Change

Like countries around the world, Zimbabwe is being strongly impacted by the effects of climate 

change. However, the Mnangagwa government is taking decisive action to combat climate 

change and put Zimbabwe on the path towards a more sustainable economy. At the recent 

United Nations Climate Change Conference in Glasgow, President Emmerson Mnangagwa held 

bilateral US President Joe Biden, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson and Canadian Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau, to discuss the best ways to combat climate change. In an op-ed 

published by A/ Jazeera, he also warned, "if world leaders do not step up climate action, 

developing nations at the forefront of the fight against climate change will see jobs lost, 

livelihoods destroyed, and lives devastated."

Zimbabwe committed to cutting carbon emissions by 40 percent before 2030, which is aligned 

with UN and Paris Agreement objectives, and Zimbabwe is heavily investing in renewable energy 

sources like solar energy, hydroelectric energy, and biomass energy.

The new target will see greenhouse gas emissions curbed to 44.7 million 
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (Mt C02e) by 2030, a reduction of about

30 million tonnes.

Renewable Energy

Zimbabwe's goal is to have 26.5 percent of all energy produced by renewable sources by 2030. 

The government is also working with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to address 

water problems by doing research on groundwater and river systems to better manage 

Zimbabwe's freshwater resources.

Recently, the government also launched a program with the UN Development Programme titled 

"Building Climate Resilience of Vulnerable Agricultural Livelihoods in Southern Zimbabwe," which 

provides $26.6 million to improve food security and strengthen resilience for millions of 

Zimbabwean farmers impacted by climate change. Specifically, the project will climate-proof 

existing irrigation systems, adopt climate-resilient agronomic practices, develop localized 

innovation platforms to improve access to markets, and improve hydro-meteorological stations 

around the country.

Conservation

Zimbabwe's climate change efforts will serve to promote biodiversity in the region, and protect 

the habitats of important species like zebras, elephants, and lions. Currently, 12.5 percent of 

Zimbabwe is protected wildlife area, and the government has banned mining in such territory.
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The country also has 11 protected parks where wildlife like the African buffalo, African bush 

elephant, and the black rhinoceros can roam freely.

Zimbabwe's Ambassador to the United States, Tadeous Chifamba, recently gave remarks about 

Zimbabwe's conservation efforts at a forum held by members of the House Natural Resources 

Committee. At the event, Ambassador Chifamba emphasized that Zimbabwe's conservation 

efforts are funded by legal, humane, and precise hunting permits. He warned that the passage 

of legislation in the United States preventing the import of game trophies from Africa would 

negatively impact millions of Zimbabweans involved in wildlife preservation, stressing that 50 to 

90 percent of conservation economic incentives come from sustainable, regulated and 

scientifically verified hunting.

Climate Change

These government policies are essential, as the United Nations predicts that if current trends 

continue, agricultural production will drop by 30 percent in coming years, which would impact 

75 percent of the population. Zimbabwe has also already experienced the increased severity of 

natural disasters:

• In recent years, the country has been exposed to an increase in droughts and cyclones

• Rainfall has dropped by 5 percent since 2000

• Lake Kariba has dropped to below 30 percent of its original size due to drought.

• If current carbon emission rates hold steady, these effects will only worsen over time. 

According to the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung think tank, climate change could cause 

temperatures in Zimbabwe to rise by 3 degrees Celsius by the end of the century, and 

rainfall could decline by an additional 18 percent.

Zimbabwean citizens have also adapted to the impacts of climate change with great innovation. 

After experiencing the impact of both severe droughts and strong storms, some Zimbabweans 

have turned to beekeeping for a consistent method of income. Beekeeping supports sustainable 

environmental practices, and pays approximately $300 per month, more than the average salary 

for a teacher. The Zimbabwe Farmers Union has also adopted conservation agriculture, which 

makes more efficient use of natural resources by reducing soil disturbance, maintaining a 

permanent soil cover and practising crop rotations.

Below are highlights from several of the most notable independent press reports on Zimbabwe's 

recent efforts to combat climate change.

Reuters: Zimbabwe Bolsters Emissions Targets Ahead Of Climate Summit - September 25, 2021

• Zimbabwe committed to a 40 percent drop in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 across 

all sectors of the economy, compared to a "business as usual" scenario in which emission 

reduction policies are not implemented.

• In 2017, the country had committed to a 33 percent emissions reduction in its first 

Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC).
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• The new target is for Zimbabwe's total greenhouse gas emissions to be curbed to 44.7 

million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (Mt C02e) by 2030. If no action is taken 

emissions are projected to hit 75.4 Mt C02e by then.

• The biggest source of Zimbabwe's greenhouse gas emissions is the agriculture and 

forestry sector, with the energy sector ranking second.

• Zimbabwe's mitigation measures include creating 500,000 more hectares of forest land 

by 2025, adding 2,098 megawatts of capacity through microgrids by 2028, and 

expanding solar power capacity.

Voice of America: Some Zimbabweans Affected by Cyclone Turn to Bee-Keeping for Survival - 

October 18, 2021

• Voluntary Service Overseas, an international development charity, is helping 

Zimbabweans in towns like Chimanimani turn to beekeeping for a source of income.

• Simba Guzha, the project manager at Voluntary Service Overseas Zimbabwe, says the 

project seeks to empower locals by providing alternative sources of income. "Due to 

climate change, unpredicted droughts, persistent flooding after Cyclone Idai we have 

managed to realize that bee-keeping is a viable adaptation strategy. So we have trained 

young people in bee-keeping so that they can earn income as a secure and resilient 

livelihood option," he said.

• Former Zimbabwe Forestry Commission official, Roseline Mukonoweshuro, says the 

project is sustainable not just for the farmers but also for the environment. "Bee keeping 

is very important because we see that once people are practicing bee-keeping, they will 

protect their forest and as a result they won't cut the trees because they need the trees 

for forage and at the same time, they won't burn the forest because they still to have 

their hives as well as the forage," she said.

United Nations Development Programme: Zimbabwe Launches New Climate Change Adaptation 

Project To Reach 2.3 Million Vulnerable People - November 10, 2020

• The Government of Zimbabwe through its Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Water and Rural 

Resettlement, Climate Change Department and UNDP Zimbabwe launched the Green 

Climate Fund (GCF)-financed 'Building Climate Resilience of Vulnerable Agricultural 

Livelihoods in Southern Zimbabwe project.1

• The $26.6 million initiative aims to reach 2.3 million vulnerable smallholder farmers in 

Manicaland, Masvingo and Matabeleland South, improve food security, and build 

resilience for people whose lives and livelihoods are being put at risk in the face of climate 

risks and impacts.
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• "This project has come at an opportune time where addressing climate change impacts 

requires significant financial and technical support. Most vulnerable and poor 

communities have limited capacity to adapt to the impacts of climate change, with 80% 

of Zimbabweans being dependent on rainfed agriculture," said Permanent Secretary for 

the Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Water and Rural Resettlement, Dr John Basera.

• "The project is contributing immensely towards the Government of Zimbabwe's climate 

change priorities outlined in its National Development Strategy, Nationally Determined 

Contributions, National Climate Change Policy and strategies including strengthening the 

management of water resources and climate proofing irrigation in the face of climate 

change, strengthening capacities to generate new forms of empirical knowledge, 

provision of technologies and agricultural support systems that are climate smart," said 

UNDP Zimbabwe Deputy Resident Representative Ms. Madelena Monoja.

Associated Press: Zimbabwe Government Announces Minina Ban In National Parks - 

September 9, 2020

• The Zimbabwean government announced that it would ban mining in all national parks 

after reports that a Chinese firm had started exploratory work to mine coal within Hwange 

National Park.

• More than 45,000 elephants are estimated to live in Hwange Park along with more than 

100 mammal and 400 bird species, including buffalos, leopards, and lions, and there has 

already been a prolonged drought in the area.

• Mining would pollute remaining water sources in the 14,500 square kilometer (5,600 

square miles) park.
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