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President Tsai meets US delegation sent by President Biden
2022 03-02
-

On the morning of March 2, President Tsai Ing-wen met with a senior bipartisan delegation
sent by US President Joe Biden. In remarks, President Tsai reiterated Taiwan's
determination to defend ourselves and uphold our free and democratic way of life. She
said that Taiwan, which stands on the front line of democracy, is not just a key partner, but
also a trustworthy partner for those in the region. The president added that with greater
support from the international community and more opportunities for international
participation, Taiwan will become even more resilient, and will be able to contribute further
to freedom and prosperity around the world. The president also expressed hope that
Taiwan and the US can continue to deepen our partnership and work together to advance
peace, stability, and development in the Indo-Pacific region and across the globe.
A transcript of President Tsai's remarks follows:
I want to extend a warm welcome to you, Admiral [Michael] Mullen, and to the members of
your delegation. You have all held senior national security positions spanning multiple US
administrations and have played an important part in many initiatives focused on global
peace and security, so I am sure that our discussions today will be very fruitful.
At a time when the international community is firmly focused on the situation in Ukraine,
President Biden has sent your delegation to Taiwan, which demonstrates the importance
the US places on our bilateral partnership and reflects our rock-solid ties. More
importantly, your visit highlights Taiwan's role in regional and global security and the need
for the international democratic community to be even more united.
Last week, Russia invaded Ukraine, an invasion which has already killed and injured
many innocent civilians and has displaced countless others, bringing to light the danger
that authoritarian actors pose to global peace and order. Let me take this opportunity to
say to all in attendance, and to our friends around the world, that as a member of the
international community, Taiwan strongly condemns Russia's invasion and is officially
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joining the global effort to impose economic sanctions on Russia. We also began providing
Ukraine with humanitarian aid two days ago.
With these efforts, we want to make clear that Taiwan stands with Ukraine and all other
free and democratic countries. Taiwan will do everything in our power to fulfil our
international responsibilities to contribute to peace and security around the globe as well
as stability and prosperity in the region, and we are willing to work together with any and
all countries toward this goal.
History teaches us that if we turn a blind eye to military aggression, we only worsen the
threat to ourselves. Now is the time for all democracies around the world to come
together. Taiwan cannot and will not be absent from this effort. The Ukrainian people's
commitment to protect their freedom and democracy and their fearless dedication to
defending their country have been met with deep empathy from the people of Taiwan, as
we too stand on the front line of the battle for democracy.
At present, China's military threat to the Taiwan Strait and to the region continues to rise.
Whether by working to limit Taiwan's international participation, or by using cognitive
warfare tactics and disinformation to divide Taiwanese society and erode our democracy,
China's actions on this front have never ceased. But nor have the Taiwanese people given
up on our convictions because of these actions. We in Taiwan want the world to know that
we have the determination to defend ourselves and uphold our free and democratic way of
life.
The stability and security of the region has never been the exclusive concern of any one
country. Indeed, the crisis in Ukraine has shown the world that cooperation and
coordinated action among democratic countries is crucial. Facing threats to the security of
the Taiwan Strait and the region, we look forward to working even more closely with the
US and other stakeholders in the region, collectively responding to challenges and
unilateral actions that could impact security in order to maintain regional peace and
stability.
Here, I want to thank the Biden administration for taking concrete action under the Taiwan
Relations Act and the Six Assurances to uphold the US security commitment to Taiwan
and help Taiwan strengthen our self-defense capability. The two arms sale packages
approved by the Biden administration, as well as today's visit from all of you, are the
clearest proof of this commitment.
Last month, the Biden administration published the latest version of the US Indo-Pacific
Strategy, which names Taiwan as a leading partner in the region. I want to tell you all that
Taiwan, standing on the front line of democracy, is not just a key partner, but a trustworthy
partner as well. With more support from the international community and more
opportunities for international participation, Taiwan will become even more resilient, and
will be able to contribute even more to freedom and prosperity around the world.
I hope that Taiwan and the US can continue to deepen our partnership and work together
to advance peace, stability, and development in the Indo-Pacific region and across the
globe.
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