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UAE Capital to Celebrate Culinary Excellence 

with Launch of 50 Best Week Abu Dhabi

Series of gastronomic delights celebrate the emirate's vibrant multi-cultural dining scene

Week-long events mark launch of first Middle East & North Africa 50 Best Restaurants

Awards in Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 26 January 2022: In celebration of Abu Dhabi hosting the 

inaugural Middle East & North Africa's 50 Best Restaurants Awards on 7 February, the 
Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) has announced the launch 

of 50 Best Week Abu Dhabi — a culinary festival featuring experiential dining experiences, 

cooking masterclasses and unique collaboration dinners.

Taking place from 4 to 11 February, 2022, the eight-day culinary festival will showcase the 

city's vibrant gastronomic experiences and some of its finest restaurants. Ideal for food-lovers 

looking to explore Abu Dhabi's diverse culinary scene, the event will be filled with mouth

watering moments to enjoy, with renowned international chefs coming to the UAE's capital city 

to display their skills, and homegrown Emirati talent showcasing their own stellar abilities.

Culinary leaders will provide insights into their food philosophy inspiring food lovers of their 

dishes, ingredients, stories and experiences.

The esteemed restaurant awards and gala dinner will recognise 50 outstanding restaurants 

from across the region highlighting their culinary excellence and dining experiences.

Fatima Saeed Al Baloushi, Acting Director of DCT's Abu Dhabi Events Bureau, said: "We are 

thrilled to be celebrating culinary excellence across Abu Dhabi, catering to residents and visitors, 

and both seasoned food lovers and more casual diners offering them a taste of our diverse food, and 

to experience great dishes by some of the world's leading chefs who are heading to our multi-cultural 

capital city next month."

The events include three interactive Masterclasses taking place on Friday 4 February, where 

acclaimed chefs from around the world will showcase their skills while preparing signature 

dishes in front of a live audience. The chefs - Tim Raue of Restaurant Tim Raue in Berlin; 

innovative pastry chef Will Goldfarb, and Pia Leon of Central; and Kjolle, the current holder 

of the World's Best Female Chef title - will take visitors on a culinary adventure. Ticketholders 

will also get the opportunity to interact with the international chefs.

In the Collaborative Dining Series, visiting chefs will team up with Abu Dhabi's most esteemed 

local talent to create a variety of extraordinary dishes. Raue is bringing his own flavour to 

Cantonese restaurant Dai Pai Dong, blending his signature Asian-influenced creations with 

regional dishes to create a truly memorable menu, while Natsuko Shoji of Ete in Tokyo, winner 

of Asia's Best Pastry Chef title, will showcase her fusion of French and Japanese dishes at Tori
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No Su restaurant. Also, Julien Royer of Odette in Singapore, two-time winner of the Best 

Restaurant in Asia, joins forces with LPM to offer a unique collaborative menu that will 

combine some of the greatest hits of both restaurants for one night only.

Budding barbecue masters can turn up the heat as Dave Pynt, of Singapore's Burnt Ends, 

shows off his talent at a unique experiential dining event 'Playing with Fire' at Emirates Palace. 

Meanwhile, Leon will host an exclusive 'Peruvian Paradise' lunch at Zaya Nurai Island.

The showcasing of some of the city's best regional culinary talent continues with Chef's Table 

promotions, taking place across the city from 4 to 11 February. In these incredible dining 

experiences, guests will be treated to bespoke menus created by some of Abu Dhabi's finest 

chefs.

On 5 February, a live on-stage event, #50BestTalks, will also be open to all food-lovers, 

featuring leading chefs such as Goldfarb and Kamal Mouzawak presenting and debating 

current topics and trends, as well as personal stories about their culinary journeys.

For the grand finale, the first ever MENA's 50 Best Restaurants list will be unveiled on 7 

February at a glamorous awards ceremony. Over the course of the evening, the emirate's 

outstanding restaurants and culinary talent alongside peers from across the MENA region will 

be recognised, with a series of special awards.

For more information about the events taking place during 50 Best Week, please visit:
https://www.theworlds50best.com/stories/News/abu-dhabi-mena-events-tickets.html.

To view the MENA's 50 Best Restaurants Awards live, you can visit: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20m6z93DWCU&ab channel=50BestRestaurantsTV

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/29/2022 4:13:41 PM

ti_nl i in llq d_dl 611I dpb
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE

AND TOURISM

- -ENDS-

Abu Dhabi Entry Protocol

Abu Dhabi is open to all vaccinated travellers, as well as unvaccinated travellers from the Green List. Those 

travelling from Green List countries will not need to quarantine on arrival. For the latest entry protocols, in

cluding accepted vaccinations, PCR requirements, the latest Green List and how to showcase your vaccination 

status, please visit the Visit Abu Dhabi website.

MENA 50 Best Programme of Events

Events Location Date Time

(UAE)

Price

(AED)

Booking Platform (Link to 

book)

#50Best Talks Paddock Suite - 

YMC, Yas Island

5 February 3pm - 

5.30pm

150 https://www.800tick-

ets.com/abu-dhabi/exhibi-

tions-experiences/1611-

50besttalks-mena-united-

through-food
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Collaboration Dinner 1: 

Tim Raue x Dai Pai Dong

Dai Pai Dong, 

Rosewood Abu 

Dhabi, Al Maryah 

Island

4 February 8pm 888 Booking available via Establish

ment

Collaboration Dinner 2: 

Julien Royer x LPIN/1

LPM - The Gal

leria, Al Maryah 

Island

6 February 8pm Starting

595

Booking available via Establish

ment

Collaboration Dinner 3: 

Natsuko Shoji x Tori No Su

Tori No Su, Con

rad Abu Dhabi 

Etihad Towers

8 February 10pm 480 Booking available via Establish

ment

Experiential Dining 1:

Pfa Leon presents Peruvian 

Paradise (Lunch)

Zaya Nurai Island 5 February 12.30p

m

2,500 

(incl. of 

transfers)

https://www.800tick-

ets.com/abu-dhabi/exhibi-

tions-experiences/1612-50-

best-experiential-dining-pia-

leon-presents-peruvian-para-

dise

Experiential Dining 2:

Dave Pynt presents Playing 

with Fire

BBQ Al Qasr, Emi

rates Palace

8 February 8pm TBC Booking available via Establish

ment

Masterclass 1: Tim Raue Liwa Suite - YMC, 

Yas Island

4 February 3.15pm

-4pm

Bundles 

1 = 400 

2=650 

3=750

https://www.800tick-

ets.com/50bestmaster-

classes

Masterclass 2: Pfa Leon Liwa Suites - 

YMC, Yas Island

4 February 4.45pm

5.30pm

Bundles 

1 = 400 

2=650 

3=750

https://www.800tick-

ets.com/50bestmasterclasses

Masterclass 3: Will Goldfarb Liwa Suite - YMC, 

Yas Island

4 February 6.15pm 

- 7pm

Bundles 

1 = 400 

2=650 

3=750

https://www.800tick-

ets.com/50bestmasterclasses

Chefs Table promotions Across Abu Dhabi 

at restaurants in

cluding Bushra 

and Zuma

4-11 February Booking available via Establish

ment

Restaurants participating in Chefs Table promotions

□ Fouquet's

□ Beirut SurMer

□ Punjab Grill

□ Coya
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□ Zuma

□ LPM

□ Catch

□ Bushra

□ Sontaya

□ Paradiso

About Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi (DCT - Abu Dhabi)

The Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) drives the sustainable growth of Abu Dhabi's culture 

and tourism sectors, fuels economic progress and helps achieve Abu Dhabi's wider global ambitions. By working in partner

ship with the organisations that define the emirate's position as a leading international destination, DCT Abu Dhabi strives 

to unite the ecosystem around a shared vision of the emirate's potential, coordinate effort and investment, deliver innova

tive solutions, and use the best tools, policies and systems to support the culture and tourism industries.

DCT Abu Dhabi's vision is defined by the emirate's people, heritage and landscape. We work to enhance Abu Dhabi's status 

as a place of authenticity, innovation, and unparalleled experiences, represented by its living traditions of hospitality, pio

neering initiatives and creative thought.

About Middle East and North Africa's 50 Best Restaurants:

Following the success of The World's 50 Best Restaurants, sponsored by S.Pellegrino & Acqua Panna, and the establishment 

of both Asia's 50 Best Restaurants and Latin America's 50 Best Restaurants since 2013, 50 Best has launched Middle East & 
North Africa's 50 Best Restaurants, with the awards being held in Abu Dhabi on 7th February 2022, shining a much-deserved 

spotlight on the region as a world class culinary destination. The inaugural Middle East & North Africa's 50 Best Restaurants 

event programme including the awards ceremony and unveiling of the list, provides a unique opportunity to unite chefs, 

gourmets, and journalists from all over the region at an emotionally charged celebration of cuisine, hospitality, passion and 

talent.
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