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INVESTMENT IN AFRICAN YOUTH 

As the Dean of the African Ambassadors Corps, I want to welcome 
you --Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies & Gentlemen and All 
protocols observed. 

On behalf of the African Ambassadors Corps of Washington, DC, we 
are deeply honored that you have joined us tonight to cele.brate Africa 
Day 2017. This year's theme of "Harnessing the Demographic 
Dividend through Investment in Youth" requires an act of faith and a 
commitment to the future of our children. 

, Africa maintains the youngest population in the world with 200 million 
people aged between 15 and 24. Indeed, we have made great strides 
in educating African youth who are full of innovative ideas. The 
potential of the African youth knows no limits. The challenge is that 
this population will double by 2050. What can and must we do to 
address this challenge? 

To reap the benefits of this demographic youth dividend our African 
leaders, all the people of Africa and the international community must 
commit and adhere to a call for action. As nation states and as 
individuals we must improve the health of children; expand and 
enhance educational opportunities for all children, especially girls; 
and promote women's empowerment. 

These demographic changes promise to have significant effect on 
. economic performance with the investment in innovation and 
technology. We must work together to harness the potential of this 
demographic dividend by developing broad regional 
recommendations as well as country-level country-specific 
approaches. The African nations, the United States, the African 
Union, the African Development Bank, the United Nations, the World 
Bank, and the International Monetary Fund are working in tandem 
with African governments to invest in African youth and grow this 
demographic dividend. 

Let us celebrate Africa Day 2017 by investing in African Youth - their 
success is the world's success. 
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