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In Volume II of the 2018 International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR) 
there are two references to the “former president of the central bank” in 
connection with “a number of high-profile money laundering and predicate crime 
investigations.” 
 
Dr. Tromp’s case involved the tax treatment of personal assets, not money 
laundering or narcotics trafficking, of which he was fully acquitted at a hearing in 
October 2017.  The verdict was pronounced by the Court on November 17, 2017.   
 
On behalf of Dr. Tromp, we request the two references be removed.   See 
attached letter, which includes the references in full and further outlines the 
reasons for the request.   
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499 S. Capitol Street, SW, Suite 600, Washington, DC 20003   Telephone: 202-289-9881   Telefax: 202-289-9877 

April 30, 2018 

James A. Walsh  
Senior Bureau Official 
Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs 
US Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Mr. Walsh: 

The purpose of this letter is to request two corrections to “Volume II: Money Laundering and 
Financial Crimes” of the “2018 International Narcotics Control Strategy Report” (INCSR). 

Pages 16 and 89 in volume two of the report contain text that references the former president 
of the central bank (Dr. Emsley Tromp) in connection with “a number of high-profile money 
laundering and predicate crime investigations.” 

The reference on page 16 reads as follows: 

“Curacao investigated, charged, or convicted numerous former officials, including the former 
prime minister and former central bank president; and Brazil has arrested former and current 
ministers, members of Congress, political party operatives, and employees at parastatals.”      

The reference on page 89 reads as follows: 

“Curacao recently conducted a number of high-profile money laundering and predicate 
crime investigations and numerous former officials were investigated, charged, or convicted, 
including the former prime minister and former president of the central bank. Curacao 
continues with two multi-year money laundering prosecutions. Also in 2017, one conviction 
was confirmed by a higher court.”  

There are two problems with these references.  First, the case in which Dr. Tromp was involved 
is unrelated to the Department of State’s areas of concern in Curaçao and Sint Maarten.  The 
Tromp case involved the tax treatment of personal assets – not money laundering or narcotics 
trafficking (the subject matter of volume two of the report).  

Second, in October 2017, the Court in First Instance (Court) in Curaçao fully acquitted Dr. Tromp 
of incorrectly filing income tax returns.  The Court valued the fact that Dr. Tromp was assisted 
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by a tax adviser and that the tax authorities did not consider the tax treatment unacceptable.  
The Court also pointed out that the new laws and regulations governing pension arrangements 
are complex.  The enclosed copy of the Court press release of the November 17, 2017 verdict 
and a letter from Stichting ET Pensioenen (ETP), the foundation that manages Dr. Tromp’s 
pension, confirm the acquittal.   
 
For these reasons, on behalf of Dr. Tromp, I would like to request that the two references to the 
“former president of the central bank” as it appears on pages 16 and 89 be removed.  They are 
misleading, unfairly damaging to Dr. Tromp and undermine the integrity of the report.  
 
I am available to discuss this issue at your convenience.  Please feel free to reach me at (202) 
289-9881 or via my email at rlivingston@livingstongroupdc.com.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Robert L. Livingston 
Founding Partner  
 
Enclosures 
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Persberichten 

17 November 2017 
Vrijspraak Tromp in zaak Saffier 
 
Willemstad - Het gerecht in eerste aanleg van Curacao heeft vandaag de heer Tromp 
(voormalig) president van de Centrale Bank van Curaçao en Sint-Maarten vrijgesproken van 
belastingfraude. Het gerecht heeft weliswaar geoordeeld dat de heer Tromp 
onjuiste  belastingaangiften heeft gedaan maar tegelijkertijd heeft het gerecht vastgesteld dat 
de daarvoor vereiste opzet ontbreekt. Het gerecht heeft daarbij betrokken dat er sprake is van 
een zogenoemd fiscaal pleitbaar standpunt. Dit houdt in dat het van toepassing zijnde fiscale 
recht voor meerderlei uitleg vatbaar is. 
 
Een vraag die aan de beslissing tot vrijspraak voorafging, was of het openbaar ministerie zijn 
vervolgingsrecht had verspeeld. Volgens de verdediging is er namelijk sprake van een politiek 
proces. Naar het oordeel van het gerecht is dat niet aannemelijk geworden. 
 
Het openbaar ministerie had op 26 oktober 2017  een taakstraf/werkstraf van 240 uur, een 
voorwaardelijke gevangenisstraf van zes maanden met een proeftijd van twee jaar en een 
geldboete van 10 miljoen ANG geëist. Voor het openbaar ministerie staat hoger beroep tegen 
dit vonnis open en wel binnen 14 dagen na vandaag. 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 

17 November 2017 
Acquittal Tromp in case Saffier 
 
Willemstad – The Court of First Instance of Curacao, today has acquitted Mr. Tromp (former) 
President of the Central Bank of Curacao and Sint Maarten of tax fraud. The Court has 
determined that Mr. Tromp has submitted incorrect tax return but at the same time has 
determined that it was not intentionally. The Court has taken into consideration the so-called 
tax arguable reason. This means that the application of the relevant tax law is subject to various 
interpretations. 
 
A question that precedes the acquittal was whether the Justice Department misused their 
authority. According to the defense, this was a political process. The Court is of the opinion that 
that was not probable. 
 
The Justice Department on 26 October 2017 had demanded a punishment equivalent to 240 
hours community service, conditional jail sentence of six months for two years and a fine of 10 
million guilders. The Justice Department can appeal this verdict within 14 days effective today.  
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