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January 30, 2025
DISSEMINATION BY THE LIVINGSTON GROUP, LLC

FARA Registration #6344

The Livingston Group represents the Commissariat of the Holy Land for the USA.

We would be grateful for your consideration of the attached letter and request.

THE LIVINGSTON GROUP PROVIDES REPRESENTATION FOR THE COMMISSARIAT OF THE HOLY LAND FOR THE USA, A CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATION. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 15 AVAILABLE AT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WASHINGTON, DC.
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Since October 2023, the people and the State of Israel have faced extraordinary challenges
and uncertainty because of terrorism, an ongoing war, and now a fragile ceasefire deal. An
unstable physical and economic situation is pervasive throughout civil society, including
among the Christian Churches in Israel.

Amidst this time of crisis, several municipalities have issued warning letters and initiated
legal proceedings against the Custody of the Holy Land and other Catholic and Christian
institutions for alleged municipal tax debts. Some municipalities have even begun freezing
the Christian Churches accounts and are withholding annual school funds. While the
pressure of municipal taxes is not new, this recent escalation represents an
unprecedented, coordinated attack on the Christian presence in the Holy Land.

In accordance to historical and contemporary agreements, the Christian Churches of Israel
benefit from a special legal and tax status. The exemption from municipal taxes allows for
greater investment in services that are a benefit to society — schools, hospitals, churches,
eldercare homes, etc. — and that supplement the work of the State. The absence of
exemptions and imposition of past taxes would be financially debilitating to the Christian
Churches of Israel, compromising these social services and harming the Christian and
other populations that rely on them.

The actions of the municipalities contradict these agreements and violates the status quo,
which dictates, among other things, that the Holy See and the State of Israel will negotiate
a comprehensive agreement on disputed issues such as municipal taxes and that
municipalities stay the enforcement of municipal taxes.

The Custos of the Holy Land, Fr. Francesco Patton, OFM, together with other Heads of the
Christian Churches in Israel, has appealed to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
intervene as before and cancel all legal and collection proceedings. They also have
affirmed a readiness to identify a sustainable resolution to the issue of municipal taxes
through a special committee first proposed in 2018 by the Government of Israel (see
gnclosures).

Thus, we appeal to the Trump Administration to address this issue forthwith with Prime
Minister Netanyahu and the Government of Israel. The United States and Israel are
committed partners. As such, we must engage on issues of mutual and global interest like
the enduring Christian presence in the Holy Land. The Prime Minister’s visit to Washington,
DC in the week(s) to come presents an exemplary opportunity.

Thank you for your consideration.

THE LIVINGSTON GROUP PROVIDES REPRESENTATION FOR THE COMMISSARIAT OF THE HOLY LAND FOR THE USA, A CHARITABLE
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