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Fro.Ill: Todd Webster 
Sent: Wednesday, December2O, 201710:13 AM 
To: Molly Lazio 
Cc: Sarah Whitney 
Subject: News alert: Moldova's dispute with Russia escalates 
Attachments: Non p·aper RU (en) 18 dee 17.doc · 

Dear ·Molly: 

You may have seen the riews that Moldova has recalled its Ambassador from Russia, amid esc·alating 
harassment, intimidation, and interference in Moldova's internal affairs. Links to several news articles,are 
below. 

Attached, please al.so find a brief a.bout the pressure being e_xerted by th_e RtJss_i_ans on th_e Repub(ic of 
Moldova. · 

Please let me·know if you have any questions. And thank you again for your interest. 

Have a wonderful holiday! 
Tod<i 

Moldova recalls ambassador from Moscow as dispute escalates.Moldova recalled its ambassador to 
Russia for con.sultations in response to the h_arassment a.n.d i_ntimidat_ion by R_us.sian authorities of 
Moldovan politicians and officials, the Moldovan foreign ministry said on Monday: 

h~s://www._reu1ers.com/_a_rtide/us-mol_dova-l'tlssia-diplom11.cy/moldova-reca1ls-ambas.sador
from-moscow0as-dispute-escalates0idUSKBN 1 EC 1 ZR 

https://www ._nytillle_s.J:0111/reuters/2O17 / 12/ l 8/world/eumpe/ I 8reuters-mo ldova-russi11.
dip lomacy .html 

https://www._l).yt_i_111es.cm:11/reuters/2017 /l 2/18/world/europe/18reuters-moldova-russia
diplomacy.html 

http://uk.businessinsider;com/r-m_o_ldova-recalls-ambass.ador-from-moscow-for-consultations-
2017-12 

· h~s://www.yah~.com/news/moldova-recal_ls-ambassador-moscow0dispute-escalatess. 
16O14O377..html. 

https://www.k:yivpost.com/russia/l 12-ua-moldova-indefinitely,recalls-ambassadorarussia.html 
https://www.kyivp:Ost.com/russia/moldova-recails-ambassador0russia.html 
https://news.am/englnews/4271O7 .htm 1 
http:/ /newsagencyltd.C:om/2O i 7 /12/ l 8/moid_ova-recalls-a.111 bassa<ior-fro111-lll_os.cow-as-dispute

escalates/ 
http://www_._dailym11.gazine._news/moldov_a-recaJls-aI11bassador-from-moscow-as-dispute

escalates0nid052615 l .html 
http://www.todayonline,.com/worlcl/moldova-recalls-a_mbass_ado.r-moscow-consultations 
http://www.scmp.com/news/world/russia0central0asia/ article/21249O4/mo ldova0recalls-

ambassador-fussia-over-intim idation 
http:/ /tass.com/world/981693 
http://tass.com/world/98J 687 
https :/ /www .. redcl.it.com/r/The NewsF eed/comments/7klzaj/ oann ~ mo ldova _rec al ls_ ambassador 

_from_ moscow _ for/ 
http://world.11ews.e:asybranc_hes.~0111/regions/china/moldova-recalls-ambassadorsto-russia-over

intimidation0as0diplomatic0tensions-rumble-on0538862 
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https://www.lcingroorh.com/discussion/814686/inoldciva-recalls-ambassador-froin-inoscow-for-
consultations · 

https://112:internatiorial/politics/mol.dova-indefinitely-recalls-its-ambassador-from-mssia-
23768.html . I . . ·. . . 
· I:i.ttp://www.cetu~news.con1/news/Moldovit-re~al.ls-iln1bass.ador-fro111-Mos.cow-for-
corisultaticins.HJrriOJGvBzz.html ' . . 

https://www.rferl.org/a/moldova,recalls,ambassador-mssia-neguta/28925119.html 
http://en.publika'.indlconfllcts-between-russia-rholdova-and-reasons-fo-i'ecall-ainbassador

andrei,negmta~2643254.html 
http:/ /vectornews.eu/news/po litics/61632-moldova-indefit\ itely-recalls-its,ambassador-ffom-

mssia.html 
https://futwi.info/article/325766 
http://today.news.itthon.ma/news/moldova-recalls-ambassador,from,moscow-for-consultations 
http://news2night.cori1/en/news/breaking-news-moldaviJa-otoivala-svoego-posla-ii~rossii · 
http://qwiket.com/m/context/topic/moldova,recalls,ambassador-from-moscow,for,consultations 
https://news.yam.ind/ro/story/6803371 
·http://singapore.shafaqna.com/EN/SG/201067 
http:// dailynews24.online/news/moldov·a-recal ls-arhbassador-frofu-rrioscow-as-dispute, 

escalates 

This material is distributed by Cornerstone Government Affairs, Inc. on behalf of the 
Democratic Party of Moldova. Additional information is available at the Department of 
Justice, Washington, D.C. 
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NOIII-PAPER 

THE PRESSURE EXERTED BY THE RUSSIAN.FEDERATION ON THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 

During 2016 and 2017, the Russian Federation, through various state institutions including intelligence 
services, h.as exe.rted illegal pressure on the Republic of Moldova, as well as on Moldovan citizens 
and Moldovan high-level officials. 

The exerted pressure took different forms, with growing intensity: it started with the intimidation of 
officials affiliated to the 'Governing Coalition, including high-level exponents, and with the heads of 
various government;il structures; further on, barriers on Moldova's trade with the Russian Federation 
and other CIS state.s 1Nere irrtroduced. The t~nsions triggered by the.se ac:tions were then increas.ed 
through the conduct of military exercises of the Operational Group of Russian Troops (OGRT) in the 
Transnistrean region, media carripai/fns, arid cyber-attacks. Russian high-level officials have offended 
and threatened Moldovan citizens and the Republic of Moldova. Additionally, the intensification of 
Russian propagancta via Russian TV channels broadcast in Moldova has affected directly the 
informatio.nal security of our country. 

The major reasons behind these persecutions are the following: 

• the efforts of Moldovan law enforcement authorities for investigating, ceasing and prosecuting 
the organ~ers and executors of the massive money laundering scheme in the Republic of 
Moldova - the sp-caUed "Russian Laundrom.at'' - in.itiated or carried out by pe~ons affiliated to 
the Russian intelligence services who took control over the Moldovan banking system; the 
"Laundromat" was one of the most complex arid extensive such operatio'ris, considering the 
fraudulent mass of money - about $23 billion USO laundered via Republic of Moldova and 
another approximately $50 l:Ji:llion vili other countries; 

• the Moldovan government's determination in promoting European integration policies, as the.se 
policies became more and more popular, leading to decreased popularity of the Russian 
Federatio.n !Ind of the Eurasi,an Union project among the citizens of Moldova; as a result, the 
Russian influenc:e over the Repubiic ofMo.1.dova de.creas_ed, whic.h caused concerns in Moscow 
and triggered Moscow's reaction; 

• t!le ll{loldovan government has declared deputy prime-minister of Russian Federation, D. 
Rogozin, a.s persona non grata after he had severely insulted Moldovans and the Republic of 
Moldova and has issued explicit thre.ats, some of {hem reminding oft.he military aggressions our 
country has b'een subject to in the past; · 

• the diplom;itic efforts of the Moldovan government to trigger the withdrawal of Russian troops 
from its territory (the Republic of Moldova even tried to promote.a UN resolution asking for such 
an outcome) and to reach the economic, social and political reunification of people from both 
banks of the Dniester - last ·m.on.t~'s pos.i,tive evolutio.ns i.n the Transnistrean conflict have 
also been recog·niied at the OSCE Ministerial Council; 

• joint check points h.ave l:Jeen set up at the border between Moldova and Ukraine, on the 
Ukrainian t&rritory, thus the Eastern border was taken under control; Russia is visibly 
concerned for the enhanced bilateral cooperation with Ukraine, respectively Romania, 
w~h consequences on the status of Transnistria and on the reduction of Moldova's 
dependency on the Russian Fed~rat,ion, especially in tenns of energy resources; 
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• the decreased efficiency ofthe tools of influence and interest promotion the Russian Federation 
en,ploys in Moldo_va - due to the fight against Russian propaganda, ban on the access of agents 
of Russian . inteUigence services to t_he Republic of t.Apldoya a_nd Tran!lni_stria, decreased 
popularity of the main pro-RuS:sian political forces, e.g. Party of Sociali_sts ofMoldovc.i; i 

I 

• an antispropaganda law was promoted and passed by the Parliament; the law will exclude the 
n,!ln.ipulative content and disinformation promoted by certain Russian TV outlets broadcast in 
Moldov_a. 

In view of these evolutions, the Russian Federation considere_d that the way the Repl!bl)~ of 
Moldova defends its sovereignty, rights and dignity represents a challenge to its interests and, 
consequently, it began harassing and blackmailing Moldovan officials. 

One of the most frequently u_sed me;;i_sµres of int_i_mid_at_ion is the initiation of criminal cases against high
level officials or political leaders of the Governing Coaliti_on_ o( the Republic of l\t19/dova (iricluding 
Members of the Parliament), as wen as against people close to them. The typical actions contain 
attempts to declare these persons wanted at international level and even to request for their arrest 
internationally. 

On 6 June 2017, the International Crimi_nal Police Organiz_ajipn (Interpol) made a firm decision and 
declared the persecution·s of Moldovan political representatives by Russian Fede_rati_on unfou_ndecl, 
tendentious, and politically motivated, and ordered to delete the existing information and block 
publication of new information on the individuals mentioned in the police international communication 
systems. 

On several occasions, the Republic of Moldova sought to initi;;ite a d:ialogue wit_h the Russian 
authorities, for clarifying the situation and for maintaining a mutually beneficial cooperation betwe:e.n ihe 
two countries and their citizens. 

Having e_xh_austed a broad range of actions, the Government of Moldova took a number of 
proportion·ate, yet low-intensity diploniatic respo_nse n,easures, but the Russian authorities refused to 
provide an answer. 

The growing intensity of the repressive measured taken by the Russian authorities of against the 
Republic of Moldova, the lack of a clear reaction to the requests and response actions of the Moldovan 
authorities, as well as.the most recent hostile actions have determined us to recall our Ambassador, 
Mr. Andrei Neguta for further consultations. He will not retur_n to IVloscow t9 resume the responsibilities 
of the ambassadorial position u·ritil clear signs a're visible that the tensions betwe:e_n. the two co1,1ntries, 
triggered by the behaviour of the Russian Federation, will have the chance to be clarified and settled. 

The Republic of Moldova is also examining other rileasu'res in o'rder to bring to the attention of the 
Russian political leadership the abuses committed by some of its institutions against the Republic of 
Moldova and against Moldovan representaiives. 

The Republic of Moldova seeks.a constructive, respect-based relationship with the Russian Federation 
and has taken several measures to ensure such an outcdme. Unfortunately, the Ru_ssic.in response to 
our openness has involved more and more abuse arid attempts to curb our European aspirations and 
to intimidate our leaders. 
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