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CHS and OCP North America launch major initiative to strengthen U.S. fertilizer supply
Anticipated up to $450 million investment expected to improve supply reliability for American farmers

CHS, America’s leading farmer-owned cooperative, and OCP North America, a subsidiary of the OCP Group, are
taking a major step to strengthen domestic fertilizer production in the United States. Through a proposed joint
venture, the two companies are preparing to build and operate a phosphate fertilizer production facility at the
Cornerstone Energy Park located in Waggaman, Louisiana. The new plant is expected to produce over 1 million
metric tonnes of phosphate-based fertilizer annually and would be the first of its kind constructed in the United
States since 1984.

American farmers use phosphate fertilizer to grow the crops that fuel and feed the world. However, phosphate
reserves in the country are declining and today the U.S. imports approximately 40% of the phosphate-based
fertilizer that is used to meet farmer demand. The potential to bring this new capacity online could reduce U.S.
dependency on imported phosphate-based fertilizer by more than 48%, significantly strengthening the domestic
fertilizer supply chain.

“This is an exciting moment for American agriculture,” said Jay Debertin, president and CEO of CHS. “As a farmer-
owned cooperative, we exist to help farmers succeed. Together with OCP North America, we have the opportunity
to build the first phosphate fertilizer plant in the U.S. in more than 40 years. This investment has the potential to
create more value for our owners by bringing fertilizer production closer to the American farmer and the
cooperative network.”

In connection with the proposed joint venture, the OCP Group will supply phosphoric acid to the facility, drawing
on its global phosphate expertise and resources. Finished fertilizer products will be distributed through both OCP
North America and CHS, which serves cooperatives, retailers and farmers across the United States through its
extensive wholesale and retail crop nutrients network. The new fertilizer plant’s expected location within the
Cornerstone Energy Park in Waggaman helps ensure access to raw materials and the ability to transport products
via the Mississippi River system.

"This project represents a milestone in OCP North America’s commitment to serving American agriculture,” said
Kevin Kimm, CEO of OCP North America. “Together with CHS, we aim to build lasting infrastructure that
strengthens U.S. food security and delivers a reliable, domestically produced supply of the crop nutrients
American farmers need.”

Once approved, the project is expected to create approximately 60 permanent, high impact jobs in Jefferson Parish
along with 500 construction jobs. The parties estimate that the project will have a total job impact of 924 direct and
services-support jobs. This is expected to bring real, positive economic and community impact to the state of
Louisiana. Subject to project-related and funding approvals, construction is expected to take up to 24 months.

“This announcement by CHS and OCP North America further solidifies the Cornerstone Energy Park and Jefferson
Parish as key economic development locations attracting global industry,” said Matthew Sokol, president and CEO
of Cornerstone Chemical Company. “As one of the largest employers in Jefferson Parish supporting hundreds of
employees who call South Louisiana home, the Energy Park plays an important role in the area economy and

the Greater New Orleans region.”

The project aligns closely with the U.S. government’s priority to expand U.S. fertilizer production capacity to
support America’s farmers. Reflecting this, an application has been submitted for potential funding through the

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/27/2026 12:00:50 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/27/2026 12:00:50 PM

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Fertilizer Investment & Expansion for Long-term Domestic Supply (FIELDS)
program.

In addition to announcing the potential project in Waggaman, CHS and OCP have also committed to charitable
giving in the greater New Orleans area. “OCP believes that where we do business, we have a responsibility to invest
in the people and communities around us, and we're proud to stand with CHS in making that commitment to
greater New Orleans,” stated Kevin Kimm, CEO of OCP North America.

“At CHS, we operate with the value of cooperative spirit, which means we invest in the communities where we live
and work,” said Debertin. “We are excited to be joining with OCP to invest in this area as it supports a key role in
serving America's farmers.”

For more about the project, visit chsinc.com/FertilizerforAmericanFarmers or
ocpna.com/FertilizerforAmericanFarmers

###
About CHS

CHS Inc. creates connections to empower agriculture. As a leading global agribusiness and the largest cooperative
in the United States, CHS is owned by American farmers and serves customers in 65 countries. We provide critical
crop inputs, market access and risk management services that help farmers feed the world. Our diversified
agronomy, grains, foods and energy businesses recorded revenues of $35.5 billion in fiscal year 2025. CHS is
committed to reducing our impact on the planet, finding and developing new solutions in agriculture and energy,
and investing in ways to build a better future for our owners, customers, employees and communities. Learn more
about CHS.

ABOUT OCP NORTH AMERICA

OCP North America, a subsidiary of OCP Group, provides a reliable supply of high-quality phosphate-based
solutions tailored to the needs of North American agriculture. OCP North America promotes responsible nutrient
management and the adoption of science-based agronomic practices. Backed by agronomic expertise and a
comprehensive understanding of regional cropping systems, the company’s product portfolio enables farmers to
improve nutrient efficiency, enhance productivity, and build more resilient agricultural operations. Guided by the
principles of 4R Nutrient Stewardship, the company leverages the global capabilities of OCP Group to deliver
customized solutions that support productive and sustainable agriculture while contributing to long-term soil
health and environmental stewardship. Learn more about OCP North America

About Cornerstone Energy Park

Cornerstone Energy Park is an 800-acre industrial park strategically designed to support advanced manufacturing
and industrial development. Companies locating within the Energy Park benefit from existing industrial
infrastructure, utility access, and multimodal logistics connectivity, as well as the advantages of operating within
an established industrial environment. Together, these advantages position the Energy Park and Louisiana as
competitive locations for energy innovation and advanced industrial production.

This material is distributed by Cornerstone Government Affairs (FARA Reg. 6401) on behalf of OCP S.A. Additional
information about Cornerstone Government Affairs’work for OCP S.A. is available at the Department of Justice,
Washington, D.C.
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meckelkamp@farmjournal.com

Tyne Morgan

[Ag Web | Farm Journal

tmorgan@farmjournal.com

Rhonda Brooks

Ag Web | Farm Journal

rbrooks@farmjournal.com

Michelle Rook Ag Web Farm Journal Imrook@farmjournal.com

Kim Chipman Agri-Pulse Kim@Agri-Pulse.com

Cindy Zimmerman AgWired cindy@zimmecomm.biz

Jesse Allen American Ag Network jesseallen@americanagnetwork.com
Media Contact Argus Media press@argusmedia.com

Melina Waling

Associated Press

mwalling@ap.org

David Lawler Axios lawler@axios.com

Ilena Peng Bloomberg ipengb@bloomberg.net
Gerson Freitas Jr Bloomberg lgfreitasjr@bloomberg.net
Erin Ailworth Bloomberg eailworth1@bloomberg.net
Kristina Peterson Bloomberg kpeterson191@bloomberg.net
Alexis Maxwell Bloomberg amaxwell35@bloomberg.net
Ilena Peng Bloomberg ipengS@bloomberg.net

Mark Dorenkamp

Brownfield Ag News

mdorenkamp@brownfieldnetwork.com

Erin Anderson

Brownfield Ag News

erin.anderson@brownfieldnetwork.com

Jared White

Brownfield Ag News

jared.white@brownfieldnetwork.com

Kellan Heavican

Brownfield Ag News

kellan.heavican@brownfieldnetwork.com

Brent Barnett

Brownfield Ag News

brent.barnett@brownfieldnetwork.com

Nicole Heslip

Brownfield Ag News

nheslip@brownfieldnetwork.com

Media Contact

CRU

PR@crugroup.com

Chris Clayton

DTN Progressive Farmer

chris.clayton@dtn.com

Jake Zatjkowski

DTN Progressive Farmer

jake.zajkowski@dtn.com

Garrett Downs

E&E News Politico

gdowns@eenews.net

Aime Williams

Financial Times

aime.williams@ft.com

Bonny Chu

Fox News

bonny.chu@fox.com

Lacey Vilhauer

High Plains Journal

lvilhauer@hpj.com

Jennifer Doherty

Law360 | Freelance

iennifer.doherty@law360.com

Oliver Ward Politico oward@politico.com

Rachel Shin Politico rshin@politico.com

Doug Palmer Politico dpalmer@politico.com

Meredith Lee Politico meredithlee@politico.com

Ari Hawkins Politico hawkins@politico.com

Ed White Reuters led.white@thomsonreuters.com.
Kanishka Singh Reuters Kanishka.Singh@thomsonreuters.com
Tony St. James RFD-TV tony@paramountbroadcasting.com
David Jordan Roll Call davidjordan@cqgrollcall.com

Josh Linville StoneX Josh.linville@stonex.com

Kevin Draper The New York Times kevin.draper@nytimes.com

Ana Swanson The New York Times ana.swanson@nytimes.com

Kirk Maltais The Wall Street Journal kirk.maltais@wsj.com

Patrick Thomas The Wall Street Journal Ipatrick.thomas@wsj.com

Jeanne Whalen The Wall Street Journal Jeanne.Whalen@wsj.com
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Gavin Bade

The Wall Street Journal

gavin.bade@wsj.com

David Lynch

The Washington Post

david.lynch@washpost.com

Jacob Kopnick

Trade Law Daily

jkopnickdc@warren-news.com

Arvin Donley

\Word Grain

adonley@sosland.com

Contact Fertecon - Fertilizer solutions ci.support@spglobal.com

Contact ICIS support@icis.com

Contact Profercy research@profercy.com

Contact World Fertilizer enquiries@worldfertilizer.com
David Ainsworth Devex id.ai rth@devex.

Larry Madowo CNN larry.madowo®@cnn.com

Monica Pronczuk AP mpronczuk@ap.org

Souhail Karam Bloomberg skaram10@bloomberg.net
Agnieszka de Sousa Bloomberg atroszkiewic@bloomberg.net
Jennifer Zabasajja Bloomberg atroszkiewic@bloomberg.net
Eleonor Thornber Bloomberg ethornberi@bloomberg.net

PJ Huffstuter Reuters pj.huffstutter@thomsonreuters.com
Julia Payne Reuters julia.payne@thomsonreuters.com
Ahmed Eljechtimi Reuters ahmed.eljechtimi@thomsonreuters.com
Thomas Polansek Reuters thomas.polansek@tr.com

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/27/2026 12:00:50 PM




