Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 02/28/2019 2:21 PM
2/28/2019

UAE Strategies Mail - UAE Continues to Lead Yemen Humanitarian Efforts and Contributes to OHCHR

t frb
UAE Continues to Lead Yemen Humanitarian Efforts and Contributes to
OHCHR
1 message
Hagir Elawad <Hagir@uaestrategies.com>

Thu, Feb 28, 2019 at 2:21 PM

Reply-To: Hagir Elawad <Hagir@uaestrategies.com>

Good afternoon Colleagues,
As many of you continue to follow the developments in Yemen, I would like to
emphasize the UAE’s steadfast commitment to providing humanitarian assistance
to the Yemeni people.
On Tuesday, February 26, 2019, the UAE and Saudi Arabia pledged an additional
$1 billion in aid to Yemen. The $500 million pledged by the UAE will be in
addition to the $930 million to Yemen and the $70 million to UNICEF it had
previously donated in 2018.
Separately, today, the UAE announced it will contribute $1.5 million to support the
important work of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR).
Please see the articles below that provide further details on the UAE’s vital
assistance to the people of Yemen and its generous contribution to OHCHR.
As always, please reach out if you have questions or would like to further discuss.
-Hagir

UAE and Saudi Arabia announce $1 billion in
humanitarian aid for Yemen
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The National
Feb 26,2019

The UAE and Saudi Arabia promised to contribute $500 million (Dh1.83 billion)
each in humanitarian aid for Yemen at a UN pledging conference in Geneva on
Tuesday, as aid officials reached the Red Sea Mills in Yemen’s Hodeidah port for
the first time in six months.
UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres said on Tuesday that pledges of
donations for humanitarian work in Yemen at the conference reached $2.6bn, a
30 per cent increase on the amount pledged at a similar donor conference last
year.
It was the third pledging conference for Yemen in hopes of drumming up some
$4bn this year for the war torn country facing the world's worst humanitarian
crisis.
"There will be impartiality, neutrality and independence in the way the distribution
is made, which means that the distribution will impact both areas controlled by the
government and areas controlled by the Houthis," he said.
The conference highlighted that 80 per cent of the Yemeni population needs
urgent humanitarian assistance and protection.
Both the UAE and Saudi Arabia's contribution was largely responsible for "the
possibility to have an increase of thirty per cent in the response to the
humanitarian needs in the country," Mr Guterres said.
"An additional $500m will be allocated to support humanitarian action in Yemen,"
Reem Al Hashimy, the UAE's Minister of State for International Co-operation said
during the opened of the conference.
Ms Al Hashimy said the UAE had previously pledged $930m to Yemen and
provided an additional $70m to Unicef.
The $500m announced on Tuesday will be in addition to this.
Kuwait pledged $250m at the event, while the European Union promised $162m.
More than $4 billion is needed to support Yemenis suffering from years of conflict
and food insecurity, the UN said ahead of the conference.
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But aid agencies say funding alone will not suffice and that action is needed to
prevent air strikes on civilian areas.
UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, the conference's host, lamented "an
overwhelming humanitarian catastrophe" where some 24 million people, or fourfifths of Yemen's total population, require aid and protection.
"Twenty million people cannot reliably feed themselves or their families," he said,
adding that "almost 10 million are just one step away from famine."
The World Food Programme (WFP) Yemen's Country Director, Stephen
Anderson, told The National, that 70 per cent of the Yemeni population is
considered hungry and about half of them require monthly food assistance for
survival.
"WFP has been extending assistance in the last year to about 7-8 million people
a month and now we are in the process of scaling up to about 12 million, which
makes around 40 per cent of the population," Mr Anderson said.
A team from WFP on Tuesday visited a grain facility caught on a frontline where
the organisation has enough wheat to feed 3.7 million Yemenis for a month.
"I'm very pleased with what has been accomplished so far today," Mr Anderson
said.
WFP will now assess how much food and how much wheat remains, as well as
the condition of the Red Sea Mills facility.
"Today will be the preliminary assessment, we will then draw up a plan of exactly
what we need to do to extract the grain, the milling facility itself is working and it
can be restarted," he said.
The organisation has previously warned the food is at risk of rotting.
UN officials have constantly warned that they are running out of money in a
country also facing a devastated health care system.
The International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC) told The National that
almost 70 per cent of the country's health care is on the verge of collapse.
"Currently there is a permanent shortage of important medication and the ICRC
are bridging the gap for this," ICRC's head of delegation in Yemen, Franz
Rauchenstein said.
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Yemen's health situation is incapable of responding to many civilians that are
fighting on the front lines, Mr Rauchenstein said.
"What will help is finding a political solution to the conflict, it is dire," he said,
adding that while response to emergency crises is vital, what is needed are
strong state institutions that will addresses the country's long term needs.
As many as two million Yemeni children are suffering from acute malnutrition and
have a very limited opportunity to an education, Unicef's Regional Director for the
Middle East and North Africa, Geert Cappelaere told The National.
"Every ten minutes in Yemen a child is dying from preventable diseases simply
because the child doesn’t have access to life saving vaccines or a child suffering
from acute malnutrition," Mr Cappelaere said.
Schools have been destroyed, used for displaced, or used for military purposes,
he said.
Mr Cappelaere expressed great gratitude towards the UAE and other donor
countries for the amounts that were pledged, however, he stressed that the war
must come to an end.
"Generosity alone will not save this issue, generosity is a plaster on a very deep
big wound and that plaster alone will not heal the wounds and for that to heal a
political solution is needed," Mr Cappelaere said.
The development comes as UN Envoy to Yemen Martin Griffiths arrived in Sanna
to salvage a peace deal reached during talks in Sweden last December.
A deal that was meant to witness the withdrawal of Houthi and governmental
troops from the vital port city appears to have stalled.
Mr Griffiths will discuss the implementation of the deal with Houthi rebel leader
Abdul-Malek Al Houthi, a UN source told The National.
The war in Yemen, which has killed tens of thousands of people, and ensuing
economic collapse have left millions facing severe hunger.

UAE announces voluntary contribution of
US$1.5 million to OHCHR
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Feb 28,2019

GENEVA, 27th February, 2019 (WAM) -- As part of its commitment to achieving
peace and prosperity in Yemen, the UAE has pledged US$500 million for Yemen
in 2019. The funding includes grants for United Nations agencies to support
Yemen as well as commitments on a bilateral basis, to finance ambitious
stabilisation programmes, working with many Yemeni and international partners.
The United Arab Emirates has also called for full respect of the Stockholm peace
accords and has pledged significant support for the long-term rebuilding of
Yemen.
Speaking at the UN pledging conference for Yemen, UAE Minister of State for
International Cooperation Reem bint Ibrahim Al Hashemy said that there are
reasons for optimism that peace and hope can be achieved for Yemen and its
people.
"As close neighbours to the brotherly people of Yemen, we, Emiratis, are
committed to taking a lead in the restoration of Yemen's economy and society.
This is especially critical for the Yemeni people and their youth, for living in dignity
and hope," Minister Al Hashemy added.
She hoped that the UAE's pledge would serve to inspire generosity across the
international community. Minister Al Hashemy added that UAE's leadership would
go beyond funding to bring expertise, partnerships, and determination to rebuild
Yemen.
"With the prospect of long-term peace, let us continue to work together to provide
prosperity," she stated.
The most recent pledge follows the contribution of close to $1 billion that the UAE
and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia made jointly to support UN humanitarian relief
in Yemen in 2018. Despite conflict and extreme difficulties with access, that block
grant served to alleviate famine, curb the spread of cholera and prevent polio,
support women and students, as well as providing healthcare and psycho-social
treatment across many parts of the country.
The effective humanitarian operation, working with the UN and other partners in
Yemen, provides a model for the next phase of help.
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As humanitarian needs are reduced, future funding will be allocated to the long
term reconstruction of Yemen, focusing on trade and supporting a thriving
economy, as well as health, education, women's programmes, and restoring the
structures of government that will help to re-establish a strong, stable society.
Ms. Hagir H. Elawad
Principal
UAE Strategies

haair@uaestrateaies.com
(202) 770-7872
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