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Good afternoon Colleagues,
I would like to highlight a few exciting updates coming from the UAE in recent
weeks, including a speech by former Defense Secretary James Mattis, the launch
of a new permanent resident system, and the creation of a student-built satellite.
UAE must keep faith in America, says former US defense secretary James
Mattis
On May 20, former Defense Secretary James Mattis delivered a speech with a
powerful message to senior UAE ministers in Abu Dhabi. Mr. Mattis urged the
UAE to maintain close ties with the U.S., stressing that unity between the two
countries is key to achieving regional goals.
The former Defense Secretary’s words contained affection and gratitude for the
UAE, including appreciation for Pope Francis’s recent visit and the Special
Olympics World Games Abu Dhabi in March 2019. Mr. Mattis also highlighted the
UAE’s long-standing partnership with the U.S., calling the strategic relationship
“broad enough, deep enough, strong enough to withstand any temporary
challenges of any sort.”
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid unveils gold card for permanent-visa
residents
On May 21, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, Prime Minister and Ruler of
Dubai, introduced a new “Gold Card” permanent resident system in the UAE, akin
to the Green Card system in the U.S. This new framework promotes international
talent, investment, and entrepreneurship. As the UAE continues to celebrate the
“Year of Tolerance,” the Gold Card system also exemplifies the UAE’s
commitment to creating a more open and stable society that provides security to
long-term residents. HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid praised the new
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program’s inclusivity, stating, “We want those people to be permanent partners in
our journey.”
UAE Space Agency to launch satellite developed by students
Students from Khalifa University and the American University of Ras Al Khaimah
have designed a satellite called MeznSat, which will launch by the end of 2019.
The planned launch of another student-built satellite, following the successful
Nov. 2018 launch of MYSAT-1, reveals the rapid maturation of the UAE’s twelveyear-old space sector as well as the remarkable achievements of university
students in the UAE. The UAE is also currently working with U.S. universities to
develop a satellite that will orbit Mars, which is set to launch in 2020, in the
region’s first interplanetary mission.
Please see the articles below for more details on these significant developments.
As always, please reach out if you have questions or would like to further discuss.
-Hagir

UAE must keep faith in America, says former US defence secretary James
Mattis
The National
Daniel Sanderson
May 20, 2019
The UAE must keep faith in the United States despite a temptation to believe the
country was “coming apart at the seams”, Donald Trump’s former defence
secretary has said.
James "Jim" Mattis, who quit the senior cabinet role late last year due to
differences of opinion with the President, said unity was vital in efforts to contain
adversaries such as Iran, which he blamed for the recent sabotage operations off
the coast of Fujairah.
In front of an audience which included Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, Crown Prince
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of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, he
repeatedly praised the UAE leadership and its people, urging the nation to
maintain its close ties with Washington.
He said the political division engulfing his own country, together with mixed
messages about America’s role in the world, was the price of democracy and that
recent “strains” should not sour a special friendship between the nations.
The retired Marine Corps general also took a thinly veiled swipe at China and
Russia, suggesting neither was a “real brother” to the UAE despite signs of
growing ties between the countries.
“Watching America right now, especially young people, they could have some
questions,” the 68-year-old four star general, who played major roles in the USled invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, said.
“It seems like it’s chaotic in Washington DC, you can’t get a straight message out.
“After [the American revolution] we set up our government to be always arguing
with each other, inside the government.
“We set it up on purpose like that... so we’re going to confuse you at times
because democracies go through these periods where there’s a lot of arguments,
a lot of discussion, disagreements.
“It can certainly cause concern to our friends to look at this and say ‘wow, is
America coming apart at the seams?’ I can assure you it is not. I believe it is
critical to the children of both of our nations that we stay strong.”
Mr Mattis flew in to the UAE to give a lecture at Majlis Mohamed bin Zayed in Abu
Dhabi in a session chaired by Yousef Al Otaiba, the UAE ambassador to the
United States.
He said he turned down “99 per cent” of speaking engagements but was keen to
address a UAE audience because of his affection and appreciation for the
country. He said the Pope’s recent visit to the country earlier this year as well as
the staging of the Special Olympics in March had strengthened the UAE’s
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reputation overseas.
Mr Mattis went on to say he had met a lady on a flight out of Colorado who had
been attending the Special Olympics for two decades.
She had said the UAE event had been the best she had ever attended and that
she had come away with a view of a “compassionate” country.
He also said Iran’s behaviour “must change” in light of the incidents of shipping
sabotage off the coast of Fujairah a week ago - which Tehran has denied being
behind - and the drone attack on an oil pipeline in Saudi Arabia, which Iranbacked Houthi rebels claimed responsibility for.
“These are events that highlight why Iran’s behaviour must change; this is an
area where we are in agreement,” he said.
“From the grand strategic, to the more tactical immediate issues, we share
common ground. Our strategic relationship... is broad enough, deep enough,
strong enough to withstand any temporary challenges of any sort. The
underpinnings are just that strong.
“The United States is [debating] internally what is its role in the world. My advice,
when I’m asked for it, is Washington needs to engage more in the world and
intervene militarily less.
“As someone who is committed to UAE safety and sovereignty as being key to
peace in the region, I yearn for the day that the GCC is once again back together
and united, with Egypt and Jordan standing alongside you, confronting together
Iran’s destabalising activities.”
Asked by Mr Al Otaiba specifically how Iran should be dealt with following the
recent incidents off Fujairah, Mr Mattis called for nations to come together and
use both economics and diplomacy to set limits of acceptable behaviour.
“We need to contain this kind of behaviour until the Iranian people - our problem
is not with the Iranian people - can do what they have to do in Tehran.”
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Mr Mattis abruptly quit as defence secretary in December last year, saying
President Trump deserved to have someone in the role whose views were better
aligned with his own.
His decision to quit came after the President announced his intention to start
pulling troops out of Syria and Afghanistan.
In a candid resignation letter, Mr Mattis criticised President Trump for failing to
value America’s closest allies, hinting at differences on a number of other key
issues, including Russia and Nato.
On Monday, addressing an audience which also included senior UAE ministers,
he made reference to China’s treatment of the Uighurs, a Muslim minority group.
He also said that “unilateralism will not work” in dealing with Iran and that “military
must work to buy time for diplomats to work their magic”.
“[The UAE] has strategic patience in a world of impatience,” he said, and the
country deserved great credit for exemplifying the strength of diplomacy.
“I come here today as a private citizen," he said. "I salute what this country is all
about, but please understand that I speak bluntly and I speak favourably for you
wherever I go.
“I also speak from both my heart and my head, I speak the truth if I see it... No
nation can lock up a million Muslims and then look you in the eye and say they’re
your brother. No nation can sell you aircraft, and say they’re your brother, and sell
the same aircraft to Iran.
“I will assure you no nation will be more honest with you than America.... America
will frustrate you at times because of its form of government, but the UAE and
America will always find their way back to common ground, on that I have no
doubt.”

Sheikh Mohammed unveils gold card system for permanent visa residents
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What's On
Alice Holtham
May 21, 2019
H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Vice President of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai has unveiled a new gold card system for permanent visa-holding
residents in Dubai.
The Golden Card will “grant permanent residency to investors and exceptional
doctors, engineers, scientists and artists” according to a Tweet by Sheikh
Mohammed.
Under the first round of applications, around 6,800 people have been granted
permanent residency and gold card status. Those 6,800 residents collectively
pledged investments of approximately Dh100 billion, according to the Dubai
Ruler.
In a second Tweet, Sheikh Mohammed said that “the permanent residency
“Golden Card” will be granted to exceptional talents and everyone who positively
contributes to the success story of the UAE.”
“We want them to be permanent partners in our journey. Residents are an
indispensable part of our country,” he concluded.
The UAE’s new permanent residency visa was announced in May 2018, and in a
Tweet in March 2019, Sheikh Mohammed confirmed that the cabinet had begun
reviewing applications for the long-term visas. At the time, Sheikh Mohammed
said that the new visa system will ensure that the UAE remains “a global
incubator for talents and a permanent destination for pioneers”.

UAE Space Agency to launch satellite developed by students
The National
Jack Dutton
May 12, 2019
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The UAE Space Agency and Exolaunch have announced a joint agreement to
launch MeznSat, a satellite developed by students, into orbit by the end of 2019.
The agreement was signed during the Global Space Congress in Abu Dhabi,
which took place in March.
Students from the American University of Ras Al Khaimah and Khalifa University
developed MeznSat, which will operate using a shortwave infrared spectrometer
to measure methane and carbon dioxide levels in the UAE’s atmosphere.
A team of students will monitor, process and analyse the data sent from the
satellite at a ground station in YahSat Labs in Khalifa University.
“The MeznSat project falls within the framework of the UAE Space Agency’s
strategy, which aims to develop Emirati capacities and expertise and support
scientific research," said Dr Mohammed Al Ahbabi, director general of the UAE
Space Agency.
"The satellite will play a key role in studying the Earth’s atmosphere and providing
high-quality data that will help to address the many challenges facing our planet.”
Abdulla Al Marar, head of space projects at the agency, said that in the coming
months the team will assemble the satellite and then conduct tests in a simulated
space environment to ensure that MeznSat will operate efficiently in orbit.
“MeznSat will join the outstanding collection of satellites developed, owned and
operated by the UAE for a breadth of purposes, from remote sensing and Earth
observation to communications and navigation, collectively showcasing the UAE's
position and leadership within the space industry,” Mr Al Marar said.
The UAE Space Agency has launched several satellites since it was formed in
2014.
But the first satellite built entirely on UAE soil, KhalifaSat, was not launched until
October 2018. KhalifaSat was also first to be built by Emirati engineers.
Before the space agency was established the UAE launched satellites made by
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Airbus, YahSat 1A and 1B, and Boeing, Thuraya 1, 2 and 3.
It also launched the MBRSC DubaiSat-1 and DubaiSat-2, developed as part of a
technology transfer programme with South Korea's Satrec Initiative.
More recently in November 2018, UAE-built MYSAT-1 successfully launched. It
was crafted by a team of 20 students at Khalifa University.
The UAE is also developing a satellite that will orbit Mars, which is set to be
launched in 2020 as the first mission to the Red Planet by any Arab or Muslim
majority country.
The Mohammed bin Rashid Space Centre in Dubai is looking to create the first
holistic diurnal picture of Mars' atmosphere with three science instruments
mounted on an orbiter.
It intends to reach orbit over Mars in early 2021.
Ms. Hagir H. Elawad
Principal
UAE Strategies

haair@uaestrateaies.com
(202) 770-7872
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