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A gas storage facility from Ukraine's state gas operator Naftogaz. Photo: Naftogaz
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Ukraine's gigantic gas reserves that were built during the Soviet Union 

to ensure the Kremlin's gas monopoly on Europe are now serving the 

opposite goal: helping Europe get off the Kremlin's gas needle.

FT: Ukraine's gas storage helps Europe avoid 
energy crisis
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Ukraine's Naftogaz reports European companies accumulated around 2.5 billion cubic 

meters of natural gas ahead of winter, a record high since Russia's invasion. Companies 

began withdrawing Ukraine gas in early November at 10.7 million cubic meters daily, 

accelerating to 26 million cubic meters per day amid December's cold snap, said Argus 

Media.

Paradoxically, Ukraine's gigantic gas reserves that were built during the Soviet Union to 

ensure the Kremlin's gas monopoly on Europe are now serving the opposite goal: helping 

Europe get off the Kremlin's gas needle.

“Ukraine has more gas storage capacity than any other EU state thanks to its key role in 

transiting Russian pipeline supplies that accounted for nearly 40% of EU gas supply 

before the invasion," said industry group Gas Infrastructure Europe, Financial Times 

reported.

Ukraine's underground gas storage facilities are helping the European Union avoid an 

energy crisis this winter. European companies have accelerated withdrawals of natural 

gas from Ukraine's facilities to meet rising heating demand, reports the Financial Times.

Last year, European firms turned to Ukraine, home to the largest gas reserves in Europe, 

to store reserves. Analysts say this allowed utilities and traders to only tap modest 

volumes from EU-based storage, helping keep gas prices low and easier to refill 

inventories.
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Energy crisis in the EU
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The high reserves helped keep EU gas prices low, with the Dutch benchmark trading 

nearly 3 times lower than last year, said Rystad Energy. Barring major disruptions, Rystad 

forecasts 80 billion cubic meters could remain in EU storage by March-end, or 70% of 

capacity, according to Financial Times.

In 2022, the EU was hit by an energy crisis: natural gas prices rose to record highs as 

Russia cut supplies. European countries previously depended on direct gas supplies from 

Russia and lacked sufficient gas storage capacity.
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Poland received over half the gas withdrawn from Ukraine's facilities, with the rest used 

by Moldova, Slovakia, and Hungary. Despite the cold, EU storage levels remained around 

90% in late December thanks to ample reserves, well above the 5-year average.
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Ukraine's gas storage facilities
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Most of the gas storage tanks are located deep underground in the west, far from the 

front line.

Ukraine's storage facilities total a capacity of 31 billion cubic meters (bcm) across 11 

underground facilities. Naftogaz can offer 10 bcm of this capacity to EU countries, 

potentially extending to 15 bcm, which would be a significant addition to the EU's gas 

storage capacity.

Ukraine has Europe's largest gas storage capacity, necessary for the EU to reduce price 

volatility and secure energy needs, especially after the energy price fluctuations following 

the war that started in February 2022.

Ukraine has offered foreign customers up to ten billion cubic meters, one-third of 

Ukraine's capacity, in addition to 115 billion cubic meters of storage in the EU.

Ukraine Gas Storage, mcm 

Data provided on 19.02.2020
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Storage facilities in the EU reached almost maximum capacity in mid-October, and 

Ukraine became an alternative for storing gas destined for neighboring countries. Ukraine 

has also offered incentives such as cheap storage tariffs and a three-year duty

exemption, which will make it easy to reimport gas to the EU.
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• The secret Soviet council which established the Kremlins gas monopoly on 

Europe
• Ukraine's state company opened 58 new gas wells in 2023, making Ukraine 

independent from gas imports

You could close this page. Or you could join our community and help us produce 

more materials like this. We keep our reporting open and accessible to everyone 

because we believe in the power of free information. This is why our small, cost- 

effective team depends on the support of readers like you to bring deliver timely 

news, quality analysis, and on-the-ground reports about Russia's war against Ukraine 

and Ukraine's struggle to build a democratic society. A little bit goes a long way: for 

as little as the cost of one cup of coffee a month, you can help build bridges between 

Ukraine and the rest of the world, plus become a co-creator and vote for topics we 

should cover next. Become a patron or see other ways to support.

F Become a member
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The majority of this capacity, about 25 bcm or 80% of Ukraine's total gas storage, is 

located in western Ukraine, near the borders with Poland and Slovakia, in facilities such 

as Bilche-Volytsko-Uherske, Dashavske, Uherske, Oparske, and Bohorodchanske. The

Bilche-Volytsko-Uherske facility, in particular, is the largest in Europe and can store 17.05 

bcm of gas, offering significant stockpiling capabilities and connection to the EU grids.
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Russian shelling of Kherson kills 
police sergeant

App brings key Euromaidan 
revolution sites to virtual life

On September 26, the UK government 

announced 92 sanctions in response to the 

Russian regime imposing sham referendums...

UK sanctions collaborators of
Russia's illegal sham 
referendums

Russia confirms retreat of its 
troops from Kharkiv oblast to 
Donetsk, calls it "regrouping”

Barricades, the "Christmas tree," and other 

iconic sites of Ukraine's 2014 revolution are now 

viewable in augmented reality.

Is

Russian troops shelled Kherson City's 

Korabelnyi district, hitting a trolleybus. A 49- 

year-old police sergeant was killed, and two...
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Recent Russian attacks indicate a pivot in strategy toward Ukraine's 

defense industry over civilian sites, using up a significant share of its 

remaining air-launched missiles, which demonstrate Russian planning 

for a protracted conflict, the UK intel said.

British Intel: Russia likely changes approach in 
its long-range strikes on Ukraine

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/09/2024 2:21:15 PM
1/9/24,2:14 PM FT: Ukraine's gas storage helps Europe avoid energy crisis - Euromaidan Press

Russia's TASS, the Russian Defense Ministry 

announced the retreat of its troops from the 

west of Ukraine's Khakriv...
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The strike happened days after Russia's latest large missile attack of 29 December, which 

took the lives of 39 civilians throughout the country. These strikes happened after a 

summer-autumnal lull when Russia was considered to be stockpiling missiles.

The recent strikes have "likely primarily targeted Ukraine's defense industry," in contrast 

to Russia's "major attacks last winter which prioritised striking Ukraine's energy 

infrastructure."

This suggests Russia is adjusting its tactics after depleting part of its missile arsenal 

through the intense bombardment of Ukrainian infrastructure since October 2022, the UK 

intel said.

According to British intel, Russian forces committed a significant proportion of the stock 

of air launched cruise missiles and ballistic missiles they had built up over recent months.

Russia spent about $620 million on a massive missile attack on Ukraine on 2 January, 

Forbes estimated.

Early in the morning of 2 January 2024, Ukraine was under a massive Russian missile 

attack, with a record number of aeroballistic Kinzhal missiles fired on capital Kyiv. 

According to the Air Force of Ukraine's Armed Forces, the Russian military launched 99 

missiles of various types and 35 kamikaze drones on 2 January.

In its recent massive strikes, Russia mostly hit residential buildings. It also damaged the 

power system, warehouses, heating networks, cars, etc

• Russian drones destroy Ukraine freedom fighter's museum, hit Bandera landmark

• Russia attacks Ukraine with 90 explosive drones killing a teenager on New Year's 

night, Ukraine downs 87 UAVs

• Another delusional fantasy: Ukraine denies Russia's claims that it targeted military in 

Kharkiv hotel

"Russian planners recognise the growing importance of relative 

defence industrial capacity as they prepare for a long war," the 

UK intel said.
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Recent Russian missile attacks on Ukraine indicate a change in Moscow's use of long- 

range strikes, from energy to defence industry, the UK Defense Ministry reported.
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You could close this page. Or you could join our community and help us produce 

more materials like this. We keep our reporting open and accessible to everyone 

because we believe in the power of free information. This is why our small, cost- 

effective team depends on the support of readers like you to bring deliver timely 

news, quality analysis, and on-the-ground reports about Russia's war against Ukraine 

and Ukraine's struggle to build a democratic society. A little bit goes a long way: for 

as little as the cost of one cup of coffee a month, you can help build bridges between 

Ukraine and the rest of the world, plus become a co-creator and vote for topics we 

should cover next. Become a patron or see other ways to support.

F Become a member
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When referencing our materials, please include an 
active hyperlink to the Euromaidan Press material 

and a maximum 500-character extract of the story. 
To reprint anything longer, written permission must 

be acquired from euromaidanpress@gmail.com.
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