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Ukraine's Security Service (SBU) and 

National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU) 

showed a video arresting a deputy 

minister of energy on charges of 
accepting a $500,000 bribe, exposing a 

large-scale corruption scheme.

While SBU and NABU do not name the 

deputy minister, sources of Ukrainian 

news agencies Ukrainska Pravda and

Hromadske confirm that they are talking 

about Oleksandr Kheil.

Ukraine ranked 104th out of 180 countries 

in the 2023 Corruption Perceptions Index 

by Transparency International, marking a 

significant improvement by gaining 11 

points since 2013, including a three-point 

increase in 2023 alone.
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Oleksandr Kheil is accused of demanding 

money for the removal of this mining 

equipment, which belongs to a state coal 

company located in Pokrovsk, one of the 

hottest directions of the eastern front.

According to the SBU, the deputy minister 

was detained in Kyiv after accepting part 

of the bribe. The official allegedly 

promised to facilitate the transfer of 

valuable mining equipment from frontline 

areas in Donetsk Oblast to state-owned 

coal enterprises in the Lviv-Volyn basin in 

western Ukraine.

public, the Ukrainian government 

announced the dismissal of Oleksandr 

Kheil from the post of Deputy Minister of 

Energy of Ukraine.
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The investigation reveals that industry 

representatives approached the deputy 

minister in spring 2024, seeking 

permission to evacuate and repurpose the 

equipment. Instead of following proper 

procedures, the official allegedly saw an 

opportunity for personal gain.

The group allegedly arranged for the 

bribe to be paid in five installments of 
$100,000 each.

The SBU states that the deputy minister 

enlisted three accomplices: a private 

energy trader, the head of an energy 

company from Mykolaiv Oblast, and a 

mining enterprise director from Donetsk 

Oblast.
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The suspects were formally notified of 

suspicion, and if convicted, they face up 

to 12 years in prison and asset 

confiscation.

Law enforcement intercepted the 

operation after the third payment, 

detaining all four suspects "red-handed."
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Ukraine restricts Russian POWs' phone 

privileges in response to executions of 

Ukrainians

safeguards ahead of potential $

300bn Russian assets transfer

• Ukraine's High Anti-Corruption

Court flexes muscles, arrests sitting 

minister

• Ukraine passes anti-corruption laws 

to advance EU integration

• How can Ukraine make anti­

corruption institutions more 

effective? Top lawyer explains

You could close this page. Or you 

could join our community and help 

us produce more materials like this. 

We keep our reporting open and 

accessible to everyone because we 

believe in the power of free 

information. This is why our small, 

cost-effective team depends on the 

support of readers like you to bring 

deliver timely news, quality analysis, 

and on-the-ground reports about 
Russia's war against Ukraine and 

Ukraine's struggle to build a 

democratic society. A little bit goes a 

long way: for as little as the cost of 

one cup of coffee a month, you can 

help build bridges between Ukraine 

and the rest of the world, plus 

become a co-creator and vote for 

topics we should cover next. Become 

a patron or see other ways to 

support.

Become a member
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Frontline report: Ukraine's unexpected 

assault turns the tide in Toretsk

Russian shelling kills teenager, injures three 

in southern Ukrainian town

Russian forces attack energy infrastructure 

in seven Ukrainian regions
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Ukraine must 
implements 
list of reforms 
to receive aid 
package from 
US

Ukrainian 
former 
officials to 
face trial for 
budget funds 
embezzlemen 
tFocused on 

transparency, the 

White House 

delineates reforms 

targeting Ukraine's 

judiciary and anti­

corruption bodies, 

steering it towards a 

closer embrace with 

Europe.

Mykola Solskyi, the 

Minister of Agrarian 

Policy of Ukraine, 

allegedly led the 

illegal scheme in 

Sumy Oblast 

between 2017 and 

2021, according to 

investigators.

Five individuals, 

including former 

local government 

officials and private 

company executives, 

will stand trial on 5 

June 2024, for 

allegedly embezzling 

over UAH 27 million 

($672,000) during 

the construction of a 

kindergarten in the 

suburbs of Kyiv.

An investigation by 

Schemes, the 

investigative unit of 

RFE/RL's Ukrainian 

Service, reveals that 

key owners of two 

companies in 

Ukraine's instant­

loan sector hold 

Russian citizenship, 

potentially breaching 

Ukrainian banking 

regulations.

Get the news in 
your mailbox
Sign up for our daily 
newsletter

RFE/RL: 
Russian 
owners of 
Ukrainian Ioan 
companies 
may face 
license 
suspension
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