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Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky has criticized Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico, 

claiming he does not want to end the NATO member's reliance on Russian natural gas.

Zelensky Fires Back at NATO Ally 
Over Russian Gas Transit

By Brendan Cole 
Senior News Reporter
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Why It Matters

2/14

Ukraine's gas transit agreement for flows to Europe expires on December 31, and Kyiv has said 

it would not renew this deal because it helps fund Putin's invasion.

Natural gas was top of Fico's agenda during his meeting with Putin on December 22, which the 

Institute for the Study of War (ISW) said would be likely leveraged by Moscow to exploit divides 

within the EU over Russian gas.

Russian natural gas is a major revenue generator for Moscow, but the key export has been hit 

hard by Putin's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, due to Western sanctions and Europe looking to 

alternative energy providers.

Politico had reported that Fico had previously accused the Ukrainian leader of bribing him with

500 million euros ($519 million) of Russian assets in exchange for alliance membership. 

Newsweek has contacted the Slovakian government for comment.
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criticized Fico for not accepting a compensation deal for losses this caused.
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Slovakia has a contract with Russian state giant Gazprom and has said that finding gas from 

elsewhere would cost 220 million euros ($229 million) more in transit expenses.

Pope Francis Calls for Negotiations To End Ukraine War in Christmas 
Speech

However, Zelensky said Fico had been offered compensation for losses and that, despite 

transit alternatives, the Slovakian leader was interested only in Russian gas.

The ISW said that Putin likely used his meeting with Fico to undermine Western unity in 

supporting Ukraine and that the Kremlin "cultivates relationships with individual Western and 

NATO members to leverage these relationships to exacerbate fissures within the West and 

undermine support for Ukraine."

Zelensky also said that a European Commission-backed plan for compensation for Slovakia 

was rejected and that "for some reason, it is more profitable for him in Moscow."

Zelensky hit back on about Fico's trip to Moscow on December 22, posting on X, formerly 

Twitter, "we are fighting for our lives, Fico is fighting for money, and hardly for money for 

Slovakia," according to a translation. "Shadow agreements with Putin are either trading in state 

interests or working for their own pockets."

Fico had earlier said Zelensky had offered him 500 million euros ($520 million) of Russian 

assets if he voted for NATO membership for Kyiv; "of course, I said 'never,'" said Fico.
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What Happens Next
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However, "they choose not to because their governments want to avoid higher costs" and that 

they "really don't want Russian gas to stop flowing."

"Once Ukraine agreed to that, Russia's Central European gas-guzzlers would hope to piggyback 

on the deal, opening the floodgates to imports of cheap gas (and of course) Russian malign 

influence," Sabadus added.

Fico said on December 20: "As soon as Ukraine stops gas transit, gas will become more 

expensive. This will be painful for the entire EU."

Fico said Putin had confirmed Russia's willingness to continue to supply gas to Slovakia 

although this was "practically impossible" once the deal expires. The Kremlin did not give any 

further details about the conversation between Fico and Putin over any potential solution.

This could lead to the EU being pressured to persuade Ukraine to renew transit "to avoid 

Moldova might argue, a midwinter humanitarian crisis." 

Sabadus said that, while energy issues for these three countries "generate little sympathy," one 

possible scenario could see Moldova claim importing gas via a non-Russian route would be 

insurmountable.

Zelensky had said last week it might be possible to renew the transit deal, but only if Russia 

was not paid when the war is over, which Reuters reported was a condition that Moscow is 

unlikely to accept.

In analysis published on December 19, Aura Sabadus, senior fellow at the Center for European 

Policy Analysis (CEPA), wrote that Slovakia, as well as Hungary and Austria, can source 

alternative energy supplies via the European network.
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Brendan Cole is a Newsweek Senior News Reporter based in London, UK. His focus is Russia and Ukraine, 

in particular... read more

9/14

L

11

https://www.newsweek.com/slovakia-ukraine-zelensky-gas-transit-fico-2005514

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM
12/26/24,2:47 PM Zelensky Fires Back at NATO Ally Over Russian Gas Transit - Newsweek

■

- -v-'" A

I

- ‘J

2

, ' .A jaa

* •
. - A-.

I
■••7.4

;i-s7

- •• I— - - -■-> / ■-

■ : ■-*

|E,

* ♦
7—7. 1 '

-

""J'"- f ?' •

- ,

-

•U-r-,2-

■ 3
a

i * ’ •

" - - j.

---aVT
a

i.rj --Jr ’

F p

A

7s

*14**

~ . .40

-M



Newsweek, subscribe for $1

Trending

> "I i.
3,

mis,U4 Vj: '

2 *
II LI

IT

r

k
■

* F-e

JO*
F [ ,5 .» HEALTH OCR

di

‘WS I' L*,

 
I

I I

10/14

WlBJj MX lomt:

-* I

Q 2 Blue Ivy1 s Christmas Halftime Show Dance With Mom Beyonce Takes Off Online

0 comments

Q Three People Shot at Phoenix Airport: What We Know 

43 comments

4E—r

Q *| Gen Z Cashiers Can't Recognize Real Cash, Think They're 'Counterfeit 

4 comments

https://www.newsweek.com/slovakia-ukraine-zelensky-gas-transit-fico-2005514

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM
12/26/24,2:47 PM Zelensky Fires Back at NATO Ally Over Russian Gas Transit - Newsweek

J TFT

4,

L I > m»T

i "

HI
a

■

I®

FT
IA

OdWbT
B <475*46018 J

Li ‘ . 
. i1ggT . - . g.

< iAq i*W*—

*’»! i

* •

t»«WCU
AT iitUr^—----- ,

«i«uc*nc ’• **»t EE
C60U37991,

M ® -fa. fa. -It-.' iU.

u 
i

PX



<- Back To Homepage

THE DEBATE

3
VS

£
OPINION

11/14

Expect More Lawmakers to Go ’Independent' in the Coming Year I Opinion 

By Andrew Yang

2025's Big Question: Can Republicans Govern? I Opinion 

By David Faris

0

A Meditation for Christmas I Opinion

By Robert Barron

Was the UnitedHealthcare CEO Murder Terrorism? I Opinion

By Max Abrahms And Joseph Mroszczyk

The West Should Establish Relations With Syria I Opinion 

By George Monastiriakos

Holiday Feasting in the Age of Ozempic I Opinion 

By Hannah Rowan

Q g Donald Trump and Joe Biden's Very Different Christmas Messages 

231 comments

https://www.newsweek.com/slovakia-ukraine-zelensky-gas-transit-fico-2005514

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM
12/26/24,2:47 PM Zelensky Fires Back at NATO Ally Over Russian Gas Transit - Newsweek

Newsweek, subscribe for $1

42 comments

£



Newsweek, subscribe for $1

By Michael Glassner And John Pence

The End of China As a Great Power: Population Collapse I Opinion

By Gordon G. Chang

By Andrew Yang

9

4 z

2025's Big Question: Can Republicans Govern? I Opinion

By David Faris z*

Obesity Is a Global Crisis I Opinion

By Andres J. Acosta

2There Can Be Retribution in Response to Retribution I Opinion

By Tom Rogers

The moment that defined 2024, according to Newsweek writers

By Newsweek Staff

f:By Andy Biggs

SubscriptionsWorld >U.S. >

Health >Science >

Rankings > Opinion > Digital+ Monthly (Ad Free Trial) $

12/14

Expect More Lawmakers to Go 'Independent' in the Coming Year I 
Opinion

&

https://www.newsweek.com/slovakia-ukraine-zelensky-gas-transit-fico-2005514

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM
12/26/24,2:47 PM Zelensky Fires Back at NATO Ally Over Russian Gas Transit - Newsweek

Rep. Biggs: Congress Is Self-Inflicting Another Funding Crisis I 
Opinion



Newsweek subscribe for $1

Education >My Turn >
Premium Yearly $99

Sports >Events >

Podcasts > Better Planet >

Better Workplaces > Vault >

Mightier > Autos >

Newsletters > Unconventional >

Vantage > Experts >

Voices >

Trending

Israel at War Vladimir Putin Russia-Ukraine War

Donald Trump

Newsletters in your inbox See all In The Magazine

□ The Gist of It (Daily)

□ Geoscape (Twice a Week) □ The 1600 (Daily)

□ Like & Subscribe (Daily)

V
□ The Debate (Twice a Week)

□ Pawsitively (Daily) Q Better Planet (Weekly)

13/14

January 17
2025 Issue

□ Newsweek Pulse (2x3
Times a Month)

□ Breaking News (As it
Breaks)

□ For The Culture (Three
Times a Week)
See Sample

□ The Bulletin (Daily)
See Sample

https://www.newsweek.com/slovakia-ukraine-zelensky-gas-transit-fico-2005514

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM
12/26/24, 2:47 PM Zelensky Fires Baek at NATO Ally Over Russian Gas Transit - Newsweek

SEASON
‘SOBER CURIOUS*□ The Josh Hammer Report 

(Weekly)
See Sample

□ Discoveries (3 Times a
Week)

Syria’s Uncertain Future

7T



Newsweek, subscribe for $1

Editions:Company Contact

About Us U.S. Edition Advertise

0*Masthead Careers

Polska Contact UsDiversity

Romania CorrectionsAnnouncements

Archive

Policies and Standards

Mission Statement

Leadership

Newsletters

Press Center

Terms of Use

Cookie Policy

Copyright

Privacy Policy

Terms & Conditions

Terms of Sale

Privacy Settings

© 2024 NEWSWEEK DIGITAL LLC

14/14

You can unsubscribe at any time. By signing up you are agreeing 
to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy

This material is distributed by Yorktown Solutions, LLC on behalf of the All-Ukrainian Industry Association “Federation of 
Employers of the Oil and Gas Industry." Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

https://www.newsweek.com/slovakia-ukraine-zelensky-gas-transit-fico-2005514

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/30/2024 6:04:15 PM
12/26/24,2:47 PM Zelensky Fires Back at NATO Ally Over Russian Gas Transit - Newsweek


