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Kigali, Rwanda | 3-4 April 2025
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Rwanda signs $7.5m deal with Gates 
Foundation to launch Al hub

The Government of Rwanda on Friday, April 4, signed an 

agreement with the Gates Foundation to establish the Rwanda 

Al Scaling Hub. The initiative aims to accelerate the 

development and responsible deployment of artificial 

intelligence (Al) technologies in Rwanda and across Africa.

Vincent Sugira
Friday, April 04,2025
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The agreement was signed by Paula Ingabire, the Minister of ICT 

and Innovation and Dr Trevor Mundel, President of Global Health 

at the Gates Foundation.

ALSO READ: Africa must not be left behind. Kagame tells Al

Summit

According to the Ministry of ICT and Innovation, the signing of 

this agreement signals a shared commitment to building an

African-led Al ecosystem.

"The Gates Foundation is pledging upto $7.5 million over the 

next three years to support the scale-up of Al innovation in

Rwanda, with conversations ongoing around planning for similar 

hubs in countries including Senegal, Kenya, and Nigeria,” the 

ministry said in a statement.

Ir
The Moll was signed during the inaugural Global Al Summit on

Africa, which was held in Kigali on April 3-4, and attended by
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over 1,000 global leaders, tech experts, entrepreneurs, and

academics.

ALSO READ: Inaugural Global Al Summit on Africa opens in

Kigali

According to the Ministry of ICT and Innovation, the Rwanda

Scaling Hub will serve as a central platform to identify, develop 5

and scale high-impact Al solutions that address critical national

challenges.
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Minister Ingabire underscored that the Al hub will provide

solutions starting with sectors including healthcare, agriculture J

and education.

The new Al hub will be hosted by the Rwanda Centre for the

Fourth Industrial Revolution.
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Through this MoU, the Cates Foundation is pledging up to $7.5 million over the next 
three years to support the scale-up of Al innovation in Rwanda, with conversations 
ongoing around planning for similar hubs in countries including Senegal, Kenya, and 
Nigeria.

The MoU was signed by Hon. Paula Ingabire, Minister of ICT and Innovation, and Dr.
Trevor Mundel, President of Global Health at the Gates Foundation.

This MoU underscores a shared commitment to building African-led Al ecosystems. 
It sets the stage for broader regional collaboration in shaping Africa's Al future.

Dr. Trevor Mundel commented: "The Cates Foundation is proud to support the 
launch of the first Al Scaling Hub, in partnership with the Rwanda Centre for the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution and the Government of Rwanda. We look forward to 
continuing this effort with partners across the continent, working together to break 
down barriers to scale and help move promising Al innovation to impact."

Speaking on the significance of the partnership, Hon. Paula Ingabire said: "We're 
excited about this partnership with the Cates Foundation around the Al Scaling 
Hub, designed to be a platform where we can scale Al solutions—starting with three 
sectors: healthcare, agriculture, and education." She added that the partnership 
builds on ideas that have already been tested and proven effective, enabling them to 
scale not only in Rwanda but across the continent.

Kigali, Rwanda - April 4, 2025 — During the Global Al Summit on Africa, held in 
Kigali on April 3-4, the Government of Rwanda, through the Ministry of ICT and 
Innovation, and the Gates Foundation signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to establish the Rwanda Artificial Intelligence Scaling Hub. This initiative aims 
to accelerate the development and responsible deployment of Al technologies in 
Rwanda and across the continent.

Hosted by the Rwanda Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution (C4IR Rwanda), 
the Rwanda Al Scaling Hub will serve as a central platform to identify, develop, and 
scale high-impact Al solutions that address critical national and regional challenges. 
The hub will also ensure these technologies are deployed ethically, inclusively, and 
sustainably.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/06/2025 8:33:01 AM
4/6/25, 8:25 AM Rwanda signs $7.5m deal with Gates Foundation to launch Al hub - The New Tinies

https://www.newtiines.co.rw/article/25418/news/teclmology/rwanda-signs-75m-deal-with-gates-foundation-to-launch-ai-hub

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/06/2025 8:33:01 AM

Republic of Rwanda 
Ministry of ICT 
and Innovation



MOST READ TODAY 7 DAYS 30 DAYS

Global retail giant SPAR opens first store in Rwanda

Inside BNR’s new financial inclusion dashboard

Autism: Six pressing issues that need attention

MORE STORIES

5/8

Send us your news tips and 

story ideas via Telegram

Follow The New Times on 

Google News

What the Africa Declaration on Artificial Intelligence 
means
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call for subsidies
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Too much control stifles Al, experts warn 
governments

Kagame meets with ITU boss, UN envoy on 
digital technologies
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