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NEWSLETTER I FEBRUARY 2018 

Happy New Year! 2018 will be a momentous year for Moldova with Parliamentary elections 
on the horizon in N. ovember. This political test is an opportunity to cement the We~
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orientation of our country and affirm the path we have taken to implement reform and 
improve our economy. We are grateful for the continued support we've received frorii the 
United States, Europe, and the multilateral institutions, and we hope you will stand with us 
du_ring this pivotal electoral campaign. Russia has already begun its concerted eff1rt to 
influence our elections, and we are fighting back, as you will see in some of the s 'Dries 
below. 

Vladimir Plahotniuc 
Chairman 
Democratic Party of Moldova 

Vladimir Plahotniuc sits for his first interview of 2018. (Deschide.lTJd) 

I 
(Deschide.md) In a wide-ranging interview with the Moldovan news outlet Deschide, PDM 
Chairman Vladimir Pla_hot_niuc addressed Russia's efforts against him, the PD M's ele 
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strategy for 2018, and the government's fight against corruption. 

Pavel Fili 's Government: Two Years Filled with Chan es for 
Republic of Moldova 

(Publika.md) Since 2016, when he took office as prime minister, Pavel Filip has overse nan 
extraordinary expansion of Moldova's economy and its Westward ambition, including nearly 
40% economic grow1h, financing agreements with the International Monetary Fund an'd the 
European Union, and thinning the numb(;lr of government ministries. 

West and East Struggle to Exist Again in Moldova's Election 

(Publika.md) In an interview with the Latvian newspaper Latvijas Avise, Moldovan Speaker of 
Parliament Andrian Candu said he hoped Moldovan citizens will choose pro-Eurdpean 
candidates in 2018. He also decried Russia's disinformation attempts against Moldova. I 

Moldovan Leader's Powers Sus ended to Enact Russian TV Curbs 

(Reuters) A constitutional court temporarily suspended the powers of Moldova's pre ident 
Igor Dodon on Friday, paving the way for parliament to bypass his veto and enact a la that 
would restrict Russian TV broadcasts as foreign propaganda. I 

Moldovan Parliament Speaker Passes Law Against Russian 
Propaganda 

(Radio Free Eiurope) Speaker Candu signed legislation appointing appointing seven new 
government ministers along with a law that bans Russian "media propaganda." Thi law 
effectively bans Russian television programs on news, politics, and military in Moldova. 

Moldova MPs Accuse Russia of Interference 

(Balkan Insight) The ruling party of Moldova condemned defamatory declarations by Ru, sian 
officials towards Moldova, alleged harassment of Moldova_n officials, and the i legal 
engagement in Moldova's politics. · 

UN Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, Calls for Revitalizing 5+2 
Mediation Format for Transnistria in His 2018 Start Briefing 

(Mo/dova.org) The United Nations Secretary General made clear that it was unjustifiable for 
conflict i_n the region to persist and actions should be taken to stop dangerous nationalism 
from spreading, citing the "5+2" process on Transnistria. The Moldovan Ministry of Fj'reign 
Affairs and European Integration saluted the Secretary General's call to "revitalize ex stent 
negotiation mechanisms, including the 5+2 format." 

Ukranian MP Sa s Russia Uses Unreco nized Transnistri to 
Bypass UN Sanctions 

' 
(Unian) MP lryna Friz, the chair of Ukraine's Permanent Delegation to the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, says that the Russian Federation ha_s been using unrecoghized 
Transnistria to bypass sanctions imposed by the Eu'ropean Union. Fritz said that Rutsia's 
continuous encouragement of separatism and regional conflicts threatens the entir ty of 
Europe. 
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EU Encourages Moldova to Continue with Energy Reforms 

The Vice President of the EC in charge of the Ene'r-g'i Union meets with the Moldovan Pn·me Minister for European Integration on 
January 22, 2018. (New Europe) 

(New Europe) European Commission Vice President for Energy Union Mares Sefcovic ~et 
with Moldova's Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration lurie Leanca to discuss EU
Moldova policy coordination. Sefcovic encouraged Moldova to continue with energy refo
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including the modernization of infrastructure to boost the country's resilience. 

Moldova Toasts Wines' Success on Western Markets 

(Balkan Insight) Moldova has successfully tapped into the Western and Central European 
wine market, causing Moldova's wine producers to sell more wine than ever des~ite a 
Russian embargo. I 

Wine Trends for 2018: More Cans, Boxes, and K~ s for Starters 

(Washington Post) The Washington Posfs food columnist, Dave McIntyre, noted that 
Moldovan wines offer a delicious product at a bargain price. 

This mater;af is c!istributed by Coge/1t Strategies on behalf of the Democratic Party of Moldova. Additional 
inform'ation is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC. 
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