
Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/29/2019 5:02:33 PM

The following statement can be attributed to Tamara Chergoeshvili, the executive director of 

The Foundation for Civic Education (FCE), a Georgian nonprofit that produces Georgia's largest 

digital news site, Tabula:

" When tens of thousands of protesters are not allowed to stay warm while exercising their 

civic duty, Georgian democracy is at risk. Parliament's broken promises on freedom and 

transparency in Georgia are a boon to the interests of Russia and corrupt oligarchs. The 

targeting of peaceful protesters by the government, including the arrest of former national 

security advisor Giga Bokeria, shows Georgia sliding towards authoritarianism. The time for 

parliament to put an end to this behavior has long passed — the government must keep its 

promise to the Georgian people and international community by enacting electoral reforms."

Background: Demonstrators have been protesting for two weeks in front of the Parliament of 

Georgia in Tbilisi after the Georgia Dream Party-led parliament failed to follow through on a 

promise to pass electoral reforms meant to ensure a more free and fair system in Georgia by 

assigning legislative seats by proportional representation.

Parliament announced on Monday they would not compromise on the promised electoral 

reforms, prompting more than 20,000 demonstrators to protest outside the Georgian 

Parliament Building to demand the government's resignation and snap parliamentary elections.

Police began detaining citizens for trying to bring firewood to keep protestors warm on Monday 

in the freezing temperatures in Tblisi. Other abusive tactics include the use of water cannons, 

rubber bullets, and riot gear. Several protesters were severely injured in the incident on 

November 18 and at least 37 have been detained.

The protests have also been in response to increasing Russian meddling in Georgia. Past 

demonstrations in 2019 have been to speak out against Sergei Gavrilov, a Communist Party 

member of the Russian Duma who spoke to the Georgian Parliament in June.

Disclaimer:

This material is distributed by Bullpen Strategy Group, Inc. on behalf of the Foundation 
for Civic Education. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, 
Washington, DC.
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