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In January 2018, Turkish forces and allied Syrian rebel groups began their
assault on Afrin Canton in Northwest Syria, a peaceful, historically Kurdish
region about the size ofthe state of Rhode Island. Prior to the Syrian
conflict, Afrin was home to about 30% of the country’s entire Kurdish
population. In November 2017, two months before the invasion began, the
United Nations estimated Afrin City’s population at about 323,000 people.

On March 18, 2018, after two months of fighting, Turkish and Turkish-
backed Olive Branch forces took control of Afrin City and declared victory.
At that point, the UN estimated that over 200,000 people had already left,
with many fleeing by foot under threat of airstrikes and shelling. Tens of

thousands fled after that point.

While persecuting the region’s historic inhabitants, the Turkish government
has also moved Arab Syrian refugees from other parts of the country into
Afrin — many of whom had previously been living in Turkey. Turkish
sources suggest that this number is between 200,000 and 350,000.

READ THE FULL ARTICLE >>
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Shared Dreams of Peace in the Middle East
By Sinam Mohamad

We in the Syrian Democratic Council (SDC) have sought to create the sort of
mass movement which will build peace. It is through understanding of the
needs and differences of the many peoples of Syria that we have begun this
process. By entrusting the primary responsibilities of governance to the local
communities, we have given space and power to individuals who understand
their own situation and lives better than any central government could.

The democracy which has been pioneered in our communities is unlike any
other previously attempted. Women and minorities are given not just the
rights of existence, but the right to self-determination and expression. When
real democracy is promoted without exclusion based on identity or belief,
people truly come to believe in it. The greatest fear of our opponents — those
who rely on division between people and are fueled by violence and hatred
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Turkey, NATO'’s Elephant in the Room

By Tom Freebairn

Ifthe Republic of Turkey were to apply for NATO membership today, they

would be rejected. While NATO provides no exact standards for its

memberships, the US State Department’s minimum requirements for NATO

membership, released in 1997, include upholding democracy, tolerating
diversity, respecting the sovereignty of their neighbors, and working
towards compatibility with NATO forces. It becomes more obvious with

each passing day that Erdogan’s Turkey is in clear violation of each of these

principles.

Turkey, the once-secular US ally and NATO member, has opted to court

polemic religious extremism, defy international laws, and pursue the total

repression of democratic life and institutions. Put simply, Turkey is no
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Policy Snapshot
Latest US-Syria policy impacting northeast Syria

Will the US sanction Turkey over its purchase of the S-400 missile system? This
question is causing disagreements among the highest officials in Washington.

A rare closed-door meeting occurred between 45 Senate Republicans and President
Donald Trump on the changing relationship with Turkey and whether to impose
sanctions. Sanctions against Turkey in response to the S-400 purchase are legally
required by the Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act
(CAATSA), but can be waived by the president. This waiver is usually reserved for
countries which are winding down their commitments with Russia, however, not
for countries which are strengthening ties with Russia.
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preferred instead to negotiate. Turkish officials appear to be relying on Trump’s
reluctance.

Bafflingly, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo later warned Turkey not to
“activate” its S-400 system, which has apparently confused top-level officials in
Turkey.

This dispute occurs amidst mounting tension between Congress and the White
House on how harsh to be on Turkey, as Turkey’s membership in NATO continues
to be called into question and Turkey continues to threaten US allies — the
Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (AANES) and the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF).

US Special Representative for Syria Engagement, Ambassador James Jeffrey, was
visiting Ankara last week for negotiations on the Turkish proposal to create a
militarized Turkey-Syria border. Jeffrey’s visit did not seem to bear any notable
results, except for providing an opportunity for Turkey to draw an even harder line.
During Jeffrey’s visit, Turkish foreign minister Mevliit Qavu8oglu threatened, “if
the United States takes any negative action towards us, we will also take reciprocal
steps.” This visit also occurred while the Turkish military posed new threats toward
the people of North and East Syria by massing troops and equipment at the border.
This military buildup could indicate a real desire to attack or could be just another
diplomatic game.

The saber-rattling is indeed getting louder and louder from Turkey. Turkish
officials spared no words in saying that they would indeed attack North and East
Syria ifa safe zone was not established according to their wishes, regardless of the
diplomatic pressure from the US. President Erdogan himself told an AKP
gathering, “No matter what the result of talks with the US are over the
establishment of a safe-zone along the Syrian border, we are determined to rip
apart the terror corridor east of the Euphrates.”

Worryingly, several skirmishes have occurred at the border between Turkey and
North and East Syria. So far these have not ignited large-scale conflict. In one
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The US Mission of the Syrian Democratic. Council attended events at the Hudson
Institute and met with NGO personnel, met with Joel Rayburn at the US

Department of State, and met with the offices of several senators and
representatives in Congress.

READ THE FULL ARTICLE >>

Stay tuned for more news, analysis, and opinion from the Syrian Democratic
Times.
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