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Cambodia National Rescue Party Applauds European Union for Conclusions that 
Cambodian Government Is Dismantling Democracy 

CAMBODIA- The EU-Cambodia Joint Committee held its 10th meeting in Brussels this week to evaluate 
the current political. socioeconomic, legal and human rights developments in Cambodia. In a joint press 
release published yesterday, the European Union Council reiterated concerns about recent 
developments regarding democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law in Cambodia and 
indicated its threat to revoke trade partnerships if Prime Minister Hun Sen does not ensure a political 
environment in which opposition parties. civil society and media can operate freely. 

"We praise the continuous dialogue between the EU and Cambodia and applaud the EU's commitment 
to the development, progress and prosperity of the peoplJ09.f;_Cambodia. We are greatly alarmed that 
the Cambodian government has ignored its constitutional an'tl'international obligations to ensure fair 
and free elections in the region," sa.id Mu Sochua, Vice President of the Cambod_ia National Rescue 
Party. · 

"The fight to restore democracy in Cambodia must include an election with all opposition parties on the 
ballot with sufficient time to campaign. free press, and the oversight of international organizations and 
governments to validate election results and prevent or report voter intimidation. We urge other 
countries to follow the European Union's threat to revoke favorable trade preferences if the 
deterioration of democracy and human rights is not restored." 

Under Prime Minister Hun Sen, the government polices the media, jails dissenters and prohibits the 
independent investigation of civil society groups in the region. These attacks flout the democratic values 
of the Paris Peace Accords meant to protect the Cambodian people in 1991. In order to restore 
democracy and eradicate the government's egregious human rights violations, Hun Sen must heed the 
demands of the international community to hold a fair and free election this July, release Kem Sokha 
and other political prisoners and journalists, and ultimately restore basic rights to free associat_ion and 
free speech. 

This release is distributed by BerlinRosen Ltd. on behalf of the Cambodia National Rescue Movement. 
Additional inform~tion is~vailable at,the Department of Justice. Washington. D.C. 
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