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FEATURE ARTICLE ~--~· ~~.- :_] 

The Israel experience: closer than you think 

For pastors and church groups, there is perhaps no destination quite as appealing 
as Israel. 

What you might not realize is that Israel hc:1s never been c:1 more popular - and 
attainable - destination than it is right now. Or, how simple it can be to plan a 
trip there. Or, how much can be seen and experienced in relatively little time. 

The allure of a trip to Israel is timeless - and no one knows this better than Orit Wilf, Director of 
Marketing for Israel Ministry ofTourism (IMOT). 

"I think Israel is on the bucket list of almost everyone who is religious," Wilf explains. "It's just a 
destination that people need to see. Because it's in the Bible, they want to be in the places where Jesus 
was, to ex·pei"ience it and see it." 

And, according to Wilf, travel to Israel by pastors and church groups is more popular now than it's ever 
be.en. 

"Actually, 2D14 was the best year to date for North American travel to Israel," she points out -
especially among Catholics and Evangelicals. "For religious people, it's a very emotional experience, 
especially if they visit sites that are close to their faith. 

This might come as a surprise to many pastors, and Wilf isn't finished. There are other lesser-known 
pieces of information to share. 

For pastors, a trip to Israel isn't just a once-in-a-lifetime experience - there's value in going again and 
again. 

"After a person goes to Israel, they often fall in love with the country," Wilt begins. Often, this 
connection begins when a pastor travels to Israel alone, or with family. 

The admiration is contagious, it seems; IMOT often witnesses the same pastors returning every year or 
two with different groups of church members. 

"Some of the pastors go once and fall in love [with the country]," she says. ''Then, they come back and 
bring their churches. And, some of those churches come back and bring even more people." 

The planning process is much simpler than you might think. 

Wilf strongly recommends booking through a tour operator that is very familiar with Israel versus using 
a travel site such as Expedia or Orbitz. To this end, the I MOT website [link red text to: 
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http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Deals/Pages/ Agents.aspx] offers a cor)'lprehensive list of tour 
operators. 

"They are very organized," she explains. "Most pastors work with tour operato.r like this.that do 
everything fqr them, so they and their groups have a dear schedule." Often, the trip is organized into a 
daily itinerary. 

When planning is approached this way, Wilf says the entire process is surprisingly simple. "I think 
pastors t_hi_nk th.at taking a group to Israel is a lot of work, and it's really not," she says. "these tour 
operators do this on a daily basis, and [pastors and church groups] will have something very planned and 
organized in the end. They just need to get in touch with them; you don't need to do more than that." . 

The experience probably won't be what you expect. In some ways, it will be more. 

In Wilfs experience, the Israel experience is, more emotional than travelers expect""" even among 
pastors and church groups. "We see [this in] many of the testimonia.ls from the groups we follow," she 
says. 

Additionally, travelers are likely to feel far more secure in Israel than they might expect, accord.Ing to 
Wilfc "I think if you look at the area, you say, 'Israel sometimes is not as safe,' but [tour groups] feel very 
safe there," she shares. "There's no problem when you're in Israel." 

Finally, the atmosphere might surprise many pastors and church groups. "They're seeing all these holy 
places that they read about in the Bible, but it's all in a very advanced and modem country," Wilf 
explains. 

You can experience a lot in a.reasonable amount of time. 

To get the full Israel experience, Wilf says many groups opt for a seven° to 10-day trip. "It's a very small 
country, so you c_an go in seven hours from north to south, from snow to desert," she poin_ts out. 
Thistimeframe also works with many travelers' time-off-work schedules. "We think you can experience 
a lot in this time," Wilf says. "But, if you come a second time, you can see more and different things." 

For more details - including destination videos and photos, as well as travel tips; tourist information 
and packages - visit the IMOT website. [link red text to: 
www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Pages/home.aspx] 

- Reporting by RaeAnn Slaybaugh 

=-c,·= SIDEBAR ' . ; 

7 things pastors probably don't know about Israel 

If you've considered a trip to Israel - for yourself, your family or with a group of church members -
you might know that getting around there is pretty simple. Super highways, an excellent rail network, 
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and domestic flights connecting the center of the country with Eilat in the soµth, ;md t.he Galilee in the 
north, all make it so. 

You might also know cruise ships make hundreds of calls a year at Haifa and Ashdod on the 
Mediterranean, and that more than 75 international airlines fly to Ben Gurion International Airport 
(TLV), located 10 miles from downtown Tel Aviv and 25 miles from the heart of Jerusalem. 

But, we bet you didn't know ·•·· 

1) There are lots of.options for getting there. As many as 10 nonstop flights a day go from North 
America to Israel, not only aboard Israel's national airline (EL AL), but also on Air Canada, Delta, 
United and US A.ir. 

2) It's a shorter flight than you might think. From the East Coast to t~I Aviv, the flight takes 10 
hours. That's significantly faster than traveling from the East Coast to Hawaii. 

3) There are nearly 8 million Israelis. Even though Israel is "the Jewish State," 25% of Israelis are 
Christian and Muslim. 

4) Connectivity is key. In Israel, there are more cellphones, bookstores, laptops and museums per 
capita than in any country on earth. 

5) Israel is considered "Silicon Valley East." It's the world's second-largest creator of IT software 
and systems. 

6) The worldwide "green" revolution began in Israel a century ago. More trees per acre have 
been planted in Israel since 1900 than in any other country on the planet Additionally, Israelis 
have been using solar power for heating water for 60 years, and water-saving drip irrigation was 
invented .in Israel. 

7) The Dead Sea is the lowest point on earth. Because the sun's rays hav1;i a_n extra 1,~00 feet to 
travel before they reach human skin, you'll tan - but you won't burn. 

Editor's.Note: If there are testimonials (written, video or vio socio/ media) from a pastor or (Wo that you 
can share with us, we can work those quotes into the piece, as well. 

Received by NSD/F ARA Registration Unit 12/21/2018 7:01 :00 PM 



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/21/2018 7:01:00 PM 

BLOG~OP~ 

The Israel experience: closer than you think 

There's no question that Israel is a hugely appealing destination - not only for 
pastors, but also for their families and church members. 

What you might not realize is that Israel has never been a more popular (and 
attainable) destination than it is right now. Or, how simple it can be to plan a trip 
there. Or, how much can be seen and experienced in relatively little time. 

"I think Israel is on the bucket list of almost everyone who is religious," says Orit Wilf, Director of 
Marketing for Israel Ministry of Tourism {IMOT). "Because it's in the Bible, they want to be in the places 
where Jesus was, to experience it and see it." 

And, according to Wilt, travel to Israel by pastors and church groups is more popular now than it's ever 
been. In fact, 2014 was the best year for North American travel to Israel - especially among Catholics 
and Evangelicals. 

This might come as a surprise to many pastors, and Wilfisn't finished. There are other lesser-known 
· pieces of information to share. Check out the Faith-Based Travel: Israel eBook [link red text to the 
eBook once it's postedr to I.earn: 

• Why, as a pastor, this probably won't be your /osttrip to Israel. For church leaders, going to 
Israel is just a once-in-a-lifetime experience; there's value in visiting again and again. (And yes, 
that's totally doable.) 

• How simple the planning process can be. With a pastor's busy schedule, it's good to know that 
planning a solo, family or group trip to Israel can be very easy and hands-off. Here's how. 

• The surprises in store! Be prepared for your experience to exceeq your e'xpec:tdtions. 

• 7 things you don't already know about Israel (but might surprise you). This includes how~ 
and how fast! ~ you can get there; facts about the Christian and Muslim population in Israel; 
and a surprising approa-ch to environmental stewardship. 

• How much you c:an experience in how little time. Even individuals with full-time jobs can make 
this trip work, without sacrificing any part of the experience. 

Download eBook [link red text to the eBook once it's posted] the eBook now! 
And, keep an eye out for future chapters on tried-and-true planning strategies, as well as recommended 
sites and e'xperiences far ch1Jrch-ba5ed travelers. 
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E~BLAST COPY; 

Subject line: The Israel experience: a pastor's planning guide 

The Israel experience: closer than you think 

There's no question that Israel is a hugely appealing destination - not only for ' 
pastors, but also for their families and church members. 

What you might not realize is that Israel has never been a more popular (and 
attainable) destination than it is right now. Or, how simple it can be to plan a trip 
there. Or, how much can be seen and experienced in relatively little tirne. 

Check out the Faith-Based Travel: Israel eBook [link red text to the eBook once it's posted] to learn: 

• Why, as a pastor, this probably won't be your last trip to Israel 
• How simple the planning process can be 
• The surprises in store! 
• 7 things you don't already know about Israel (but might surprise you) 
• How much you can experience in how little time. 

Download eBook [link red text to the eBook once it's posted] the eBook now! 
And, keep an eye out for future chapters on tried-and-true planning strategies, as well as recommended 

sites and experiences for church-based travelers. 
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~ BibleGateway Q. Enter keywOld passage, or ropic 21st Century King James VetSlon (K.121) • 

Verse of the Day 

And_ Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples apart on the way and said unto them, -
"Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and.the Son of Man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and 
unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death, and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to 
mock and to scourge a_nd to crucify Him. And the.third day, He shall rtse again." 

Matthew20: 17-19KJ21 

Today's passage is frooi the 21st Century King James Version, 

;~_}1fe,~,O!-~~Ysent.~~~-~-~~-Clf:';K-fi:re,_l!J.~'-!1!~.!-"!.t'~~otfler~al-~~rsrrom 
':~~-Gaieoof. 

_ -_ 'l'our'nexfhte,changingrnomenf 
iVo!'aits ypu Jn]he:~~ ot.thii Bible< 
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I I ~ i~ ,entstr.JJght to v= inbox! 'l BibleGateway ! 
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Fo, more seercn DP'ions. try. Pas:iaiJi! Look®! Key.var.ti Sem:d'I I Toplcal lndu 

Use I Naw's. Topi,:111 Bible ·I· 
Search tiopic by keyword: 

l ____ -·-··-·:_, _____ --- L~.~!':!!.~~ ____ :-:i[Seol.~~~l 

Browse topics by alphabetical inde,:: 
ABC DEF G H !.I KL MN OP ORS :t' uvw X Y Z 

Dictionary of Bible Themes 
·This instantly acce5s.ible and sasy-to.use dtctionary of 6ibl(i tnemes was cornptled by ttte. outstanding 
edrtooal team at Mmtm MilllSOf, Almer McGrath, J. I. Pucker. ond OOl'IOld Wl$CJflllfl 

• Mote mrommliorr oo Topical lrlllt!x 
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0 li'fP Popular Random Funny Cute Music Stories Prayer Bible Movies More 

Amanda and her husband struggled with Infertility. But Rnally they got their mirade, 
and her husband left her and their un_bom baby. When these kind hosts heard her 
story they knew they had to help. And HOW t... 
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• lATE:Sf NEWS 
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6 Ways To Eun:IH WIien You 
'Don't Have Time' 

Try These 2 Simple Yop . 
Poses To Relieve Stress This 
Instant 
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Com;unld8d 

Estas son las meditaciones 
del Via Cruels que presidira 
el Papa en Viernes Santo 
La Oficina para la, Celebraciones Liturgicas del SIJIT\O 
Pontifice publicO el texto de las meditationes que se(jn 
leidas durante el Via Cnieis que presii:nr.i el Papa 
FranciscoesteYremes Santo en .. -
Ellquetas: Viernes santo, Via Crucis. semana santa. Papa 
Frani:iscO. MecmacfOnes. ColiSEio Romano 

11111111 

BlogdeAO . 

Vida y Fmnilie • 

Dios entre nosotros: lnic:iativa en . 
Estados Unidos para el matrimonio y 
la familia 

'"[\ .. , ,-lJ ":' ....,,. El Programa ~ Prep.iraci6n 
Matrimonial Dios entre 

[g]~~I!!!] Nosotm,, que ha ""'"'•, ~ 
comunidad catolica hispana de 
Colorado, Estados Unidos. por 

mis de 10 aiios. ha incluido nuevas areas de 
evangetiz.at:i6n que apuntan al fortalecimifflto 
del. 

Etiqueta!S: EstadosUriidos. Familia, Matrimomo, 
Matnmr:mio y familia 

Aden'iliis: 

• EEuu· Arz.ob1spO aplaude .,.;cmna del matrimonio 
en Ulmais · 

• Apple retira ap!icac10n pro-mammonio conSiOerada 
"homor6bica· !l'as proms ta homoseir:ual 

America)> 
Presentan Concierto de Mozart en 
Catedral de uma en Lultes del Angel 

-

La orquesta Lima Triumphante y 
la coral. de la Schola_ Canl_orurn 
prasentaran este 6 de abnl, 
primer lunes de Pascua -
conocido como 'tunes del 

Anger-, SU tan:cierto "Mozart ei, la catedraf" en la 
·catedral de Lima (Peru) El programa. 

r; ~--
-_. ··~ 
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God Bibi~ Chlll'c.h Christian Theology ChrfSllan ure 8 1ogs Videos D'evouonals • 
. e.i~ter ' 

Like 01nsuanity"""' 
3- Rea·so·n_s the. 
Resur:redi6n 
Matters 

--------------

Popular Topics: 
Suffering & Evit Satan Bible Study 

Rapture!End Time!i LGBT 

To.day's Devotional ~"> 

· Bff~n G. ~ct~ 

Video Answers l\n:tD 

Biogs= 

lHl",l..,lfi:> (IJ~IW '/(lifl"E 

c.iy ib,mge-; ~ ·fhree • 

. , ~--aro:i:mce bt a Dfellme 
._, -mo~~that·chang$you 
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cr®sswalkocom 
Devotionals Faith Family Church Culture Biogs Video Newsletters 

The Latest 
OE0B1E MCDAAlfl 

Goo~ Mor~ing 

There are once in a liflitinii •··. / ~~'"-'> ·. 
moments that change yQ1,i'> ·""· ~~~' !..: 

._·.., ' .. :. :-._;; ····•·, -":t¾-,~~-'." 

Most Popular 

2 

BibleSemdl 

P!JWa'ed b)' Bible5tillfyTOOl§.com 

T~·oe,,o"'"'8f 
Oiange Gf Hean 
\'\t~l:fi. ~ s~ offering you the!r. 
f~.rru'dti·~diff~ncid~)'Duriite ~cJ!?·-· . ,. ·. __ , 
~ 'c"· Todafs o....iional. 

! Email address ·1 ~UP 
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Music Artist Directory Ministry • l\tovres Inspirational Comecty Cute Devotionals GodTube Theater More .. ® 

lil: 

BRAND NEW BOOK FROM JUDAH SMITH ~ 

Josh Grotaan·amt_Ceune 
DiOri Sing _A lfNven_a, . 
i>uet_Ot 'lbi9 Prayer• 
IJ.~·YmtOs 

~~•ms V'flttl!-~"' 
Notaclrd Confe&&lOns For 
tll.Kh9r 
u_;isPUW10WI.L WJEOS. 
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His AMAZ_ING Testimortyttaci Me Saying 

. . . 
~Amen!" 

she Felt Something was wrong 
And Rushed Home_. What_ She 
Found Shocked Her- tt';A 
MIRACI.Et 

This Family Showed Up For A 
~der Baby ReveaL, Bvt; T~t 
Wasn't the ENTIRE Surprise I 

Nothing Was Gonna Keep This 
Pup From Seeing Her Dad After 6 
Months. Not IE.ven The Fact That 
She Can't Walk! 

Bride And Groom's ~nu. I Was 
Completely Shocked. 
Wait ••• WHAT1 

• 

' F.> -~ 
11r.:t rf _-: 

' • , .. 1. - --,,.,.,..,.,,._, 

- -.d • 1 -
""'' -- ~ 
TbJs Se<Urtty Guard Sat Down At 
A Piano Thin~g N_o One Was 
Around. 1be Result ... ChlllsI 
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There are once In a lifetime , · 
moments that change you 

--Jack Grahillll 
•• Po~•@~nt 

~ ,. J B.l•ho.· p va .. mon. G. ~. Sr. & Bder. 
Ruth'An'nl.ambe 
C0'ra_pls ~ Ltvlnq 

'.,. . . . 
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PRODUCT SPOTLIGHTS 

113~AEL lt Seraphim 
land of Creation ~ 

Israel: land of 
CJ'eatjon: There are 
once-,n-a-l1fetime 
momi::nt:s that 
change you. Your 
next life-changing 
moment awaits you 
in the Land of the 
Bible. Start your 
Journey now! 
Orgamie a tour of 
Israel for your 
church members. 
Guide them through 
a once--in-a-lifet1me 
Journey 
where it all began. 

Seraphim Software: 
Take your guest 
management and 
congregotional, 
engagement to the 
next level with 
Seraphim, a modern 
user experience that's 
fully integrated and 
cloud-ba5ed. 

Rnanc1al Pianning 
Tools for People of 
Faitii: 
Whether you need to 
pa)" off debt, save for 
a down payment on a 
home, invest for 
retirement or manage 
your medical bills, 
MMBB Financial 
Services' free 
calaJlator.; and tools 
are a helpful 
res:ource. Explore 
them all for free at; 
www_.mmbb.org{_our-

12 

Would you like to have 
your fucilrty do MORE 
for you 1n an 
economical, attractive 
fashion? Pleeise 
visit SCreenflex.com to 
see how church leaders 
across the country are 
doing just that --
with Portable Acoustical 
D1v1ders! 
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)'tay i:noilierit~ linlcos 
en lavlda que 16 cam!;lian 

VlDACRI 
: - DEVOCIONAf. S.OLETtNES MAs DE VIOA 

La historia de AJA 
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1, All those who complete the form above will be entered into the contest. 2. Prize winner will receive 

two round-trip tickets between many N. American cities (such as New York) and Tel Aviv. Taxes and fuel 

surcharges are not included and will need to be paid for by the winner. 3. Israel Ministry of tourism 

North America sponsors prize. 4. Email addresses entered in this promotion will be shared with Israel 

Ministry of Tourism partner tour operators. 5. Contest is not open to Israel Ministry of Tourism 

employees and the.ir i.mmedi.ate famHies. 6. [ly entering your information, you are agreeing tot.he a.bove 

official rules. 7. Drawing for prize winner will take place May 31, 2015. 
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· There are once.:.in-8-lifetime_"rnoments 

that change you. 
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CONTINUE YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY. 
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the Land of the Bible~ ·--.,,-.----- '-· --;- •;,-,_,_,_ ... - .. ~.- ,-..._ .... ,., ., __ ..,_ , ... 

. ~r ,• ~ .. 

Follow in the path of Jesus, and experience the bible beyond 
its words. Embrace your spirituality in a place like no other on Land of Creation 
earth, and return indescribably transformed. 
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CONTINUE YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY, 

Follow in the path of Jesus, and experience the bible beyond 
its words, Embrace your spirituality in a place like no other on 
earth, and return indescribably transformed . 

Land of Creation 
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Monna Stafford Spot Copy 

Spot 1 

TAKE A LIFETIME JOURNEY TO THI: LAND OF THE BIBLE. ISRAEL! HI THIS IS MON NA STAFFORD 

WITH BOTT RADIO NETWORK BEING IN JERUSALEM. WAS LIKE BEING "HOME" TO ME. BEING IN 

THE VERY CITY THAT JESUS LOVED, I FELT SO MUCH CLOSER TO THE BIBLE AN.DI COULD 
VISUALZE THE STREETS THAT HE WALKED COME TO ISREAL AND WALK THE SAME PATHS AS 

JESUS WALKED YOU'LL NEVER FEEL MORE CONNECTED TO THE BIBLE AS YOU DO WHEN YOUR 

IN ISRAEL. 

SpotZ 

TAKE A LIFETIME JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF THE BIBLE. ISRAEL! HI MON NA STAFFORD WITH 

BOTT RADION NETWORK MY HEARTS DESIRE WAS FULFILLED WHEN I WENT TO JERUSALEM 

FOR MYSELF. TO WALK THE COBBLED STREETS WHERE KING DAVID WALKED AND SMELLED THE 

SALT AIR ON A BOAT IN THE SEA OF GALIEE WHERE JESUS WALKED ON THE WATER.YOU'LL 
NEVER FEEL MORE CONNECTED TO YOUR BIBLE AS YOU DO WHEN YOUR IN ISRAEL. 

Spot.3 

TAKE A LIFETIME JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF THE BIBLE. ISRAEL! HI MON NA STAFFORD WITH 

BOTT RADIO NETWORK, ON MY FOURTH TRIP TO ISRAEL WHILE SAILING THE BEAUTIFUL SEA OF 

GALILEE, THE SOFT.BREEZE AND THE BEAUTIFUL SHORELINE VIEW OF TIBERIOUS IT TAKES YOU 

BACK IN TIME TO WHEN JESUS WALKED ON THE WATER YOU'LL NEVER FEEL MORE 

CONNECTED TO THE BIBLE OR YOUR FAITH AS YOU DO WHEN YOUR IN ISRAEL. 
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