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FEATURE ARTICLE

The Israel experience: closer than you think

For pastors and church groups there is perhaps no destmatlon quite as appealing
-as lsrael.

What you might not realize is that Israel has néver been a more popular — and
attainable — destination than it is right now. Or, how simple it can be to plan a
trip there. Or, how much can be seen and experienced in relatively little time.

'The allure of a trip to Israel is timeless — and no one knows this better than Orit Wilf, Director of
Marketing for Israel Ministry of Tourism {IMOT).

“| think tsrael is on the bucket list of aimost everyone who is religious,” Wilf explains. “It’s just a
destination that people need to see. Because it's in the Bible, they want to be in the places where Jesus

was, to experience it and see it.”

And, according to Wilf, travel to Israel by pastors and church groups is more popular now than it’s ever
been.

“Actually, 2014 was the best year to date for North American travel to Israel,” she points out —
especially among Catholics and Evangelicals. “For religious people it's a very emotional experlence

espec&ally if they visit sites that are close to their faith.

This might come as a surprise to many pastors, and Wilf isn't finished. There are other Iesser-known
pleces of information to share. :

For pastors, a trip to Israel isn’t just a once-in-a-lifetime experience — there's value in going again and
again.

“After a person goes to Israel, they often fall in love with the country,” Wilf begins. Often, this
. connection begins when a pastor travels to Israel alone, or with family.

The admiration is contagious, it seems; IMOT often witnesses the samé,pastors returning every year or
two with different groups of church members. :

“Some of the pastors go once and fall in love [with the country],” she says. “Then, they come back and
bring their chiirches. And, some of those churches come back and bring even more people.”

The planning process is much simpler than you m'ight think.

Wilf strongly recommends booking through a tour operator that is very familiar with Israel versus using
a trave] site such as Expedia or Orbitz. To this end, the IMOT website [link red text to:
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http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism Eng/ Deals/Pages/Agents.aspx] offers a comprehensive list of tour
operators ‘ -

“They are very organized,” she explains. “Most pastors work with tour operator like this that do _
everything for them, so they and their groups have a clear schedule.” Often, the trip is organized into a
daily itinerary.

When planning is approached this way, Wilf says the entire process is surprisingly simple. “I think
pastors think that taking a group to Israel is a lot of work, and it’s really not,” she says. “These tour
operators do this on a daily basis, and [pastors and church groups] will have something very planned and
organized in the end. They just need to get in touch with them; you don’t need to do more than that.” .

The experience probably won't be what you expect. In some ways, it will be more.
In Wilf's experience, the Israel experience is more emotional than travelers expect - even among
pastors and church groups. “We see [this in] many of the testimonials from the groups we follow,” she
says. '
Additionally, travélers are likely to feel far more secure in Israel than they might expect, according to

* Wilf. “I think if you look at the area, you say, ‘Israel sometimes is not as safe,’ but ftour groups] feel very
safe there,” she shares. “There’s no problem when you're in Israel.”
Finally, the atmosphere might surprise many pastors and church groups. “They’re seeing all these holy
places that they read about in the Bible, but it’s all in a very advanced and modern country,” Wl|f
explains. :
You can experience a lot in a reasonable amount of time.
To get the full Israel experience, Wilf says many groups opt for a seven- to 10-day trip. "It’s a very small
country, so you can go in seven hours from north to south, from snow to desert,” she peints out.
This timeframe also works with many travelers’ time-off-work schedules. “We think you can experience
a lot in this time,” Wilf says. “But, if you come a second time, you can see more and different things.*’ .
For more detalls — including destination videos and photos, as well as travel tips, tourlst information
and packages — visit the IMOT website. [link red text to:

www.gadisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Pages/home.aspx]

— Reporting by RaeAnn Slaybaugh

7 things pastors probabl‘y don’t know about Israel

If you've considered a trip to Israel — for yourself, your family or with a group of church members —
you might know that getting around there is pretty simple. Super highways, an excellent rail network,
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and domestic fiights connecting the center of the country with Eilat in the south, and the Galilee in the
north, allmake itso. ‘

You might also know cruise ships make hundreds of calls a year at Haifa and Ashdod on the
Mediterranean, and that more than 75 international airlines fly to Ben Gurion _International Airport
(TLV), located 10 miles from downtown Tel Aviv and 25 miles from the heart of Jerusalem.

But, we bet you didn’t khow ...

1}

2)

3)

4)

5}

6)

7)

There are lots of options for getting there. As many as 10 nonstop flights a day go fro‘_m North
America to Israel, not only aboard Israel's national aifline (EL AL), but alsoc on Air Canada, Delta,
United afid US Air. '

It's a shorter ﬂight than you might think. From the East Coast to Tel Aviv, the flight takes 10
hours. That's significantly faster than traveling from the East Coast to Hawaii.

There are nearly 8 million Israelis. Even though Israel is “the Jewish State,” 25% of Israelis are
Christian and Muslim.

Connectivity is key. In [srael, there are more cellphones, bookstores, faptops and museums per
capita than in any country on earth.

Israel is considered “Silicon Valley East.” It’s the world’s second-largest creator of IT software
and systems.

The worldwide “green” revolution began in Israel a century ago. More trees per acre have
been planted in Israel since 1900 than in any other country on the planet. Additionally, Israelis
have been using solar power for heating water for 60 years, and water-saving drip irrigation was
invented in Israel. :

The Dead Sea is the lowest point on earth. Because the sun’s rays have an extra 1,200 feet to
travel before théy reach human skin, you’ll tan — but you won’t burn.

Editor’s Note: If there are testimonials (written, video or via social media) from a pastor or two that you
can share with us, we can work those quotes into the piece, as well.
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BLOG COPY

The Israel experience: cl_oser than you think

There’s no question that Israel is a hugely appeallng destination — not only for
pastors but also for their families and church members.

What you might not realize is that Israel has never been a mare popular {and
attainable) destination than it is right now. Or, how simple it can be to plan a trip
there. Or, how much can be seen and experienced in relatively little time.

| think Israel is on the buicket list of almost everyone who is religious,” says Orit Wilf, Director of
Marketing for Israel Ministry of Tourism (IMOT). “Because it’s in the Bible, they want to be in'the places
where Jesus was, to experience it and see it.”

And, according to Wilf, travel to Israel by pastors and church groups is more popular now than it's ever
been. In fact, 2014 was the best year for North American travel to Israel — espeCIally among Catholics
and Evangelicals.

"This might come as a surprise to many pastors, and Wilf isn’t finished. There are other lesser-known
" pieces of information to share. Check out the Faith-Based Travel: israet eBook [lmk red text to the
eBook once it's. posted] to learn: '

=  Why, as a pastor, this probably won’t be your /ast trip to Israel. For church leaders, going to
Israel is just a once-in-a-lifetime experience; there's value in visiting again and again. (And yes,
that’s totally doable.)

s . How simple the planning process can be. With a pastor's busy schedule, it’s good to know that
planning a solo, family or group trip to Israel can be very easy and hands-off. Here’s how.

= The surprises in store! Be prepared for your experience to exceed your éxpectations.
= 7 thingsyou don’t already know about Israel (but might surprise you). This includes how —
and how fast! — you can get there; facts about the Christian and Muslim populatnon in Israel;

and a surprising approach to environmental stewardshlp

= How much you can experience in how little time. Even individuals with full-time jobs can make
this trip work, without sacrificing any part of the experience.

Download eBook [link red text to the eBook once it’s posted] the eBook now!
And, keep an eye out for future chapters on tried-and-true plqnning strategies, as well as recomm‘end_ed
sites and experiences for church-based travelers.
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Subject ling: The Israel experience: a pastor’s planning guide
The Israel experience: closer than you think

There’s no question that Israel is a hugely appealing destination — not only for ™
pastors, but also for their families and church members..

What you might not realize is that Israel has never been a more popular (and
- attainable) destination than it is right now. Or, how simple it can be to plan a trip
there. Or, how much can be seen and experienced in relatively littie time.

Check out the Faith-Based Travel: Israel eBook [link red text to the eBook once it's posted] to learn:

Why, as a pastor, this probably won't be your !ast tnp to Israel

How simple the planning process can be

The surprises in storel :

7 things you don't already know about israel (but might surprise you)
How much you can experience in how little time.

Download éBook [link red text to the eBook once it’s posted] the eBook now!
And, keep an eye out for future chapters on tried-and-true planning strategies, as well as recommended
sites and experiences for church-based travelers.
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And Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples ap'art on the way and said unto them, - . .
“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and : : '
unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death, and shail deliver Him to the Gentiles to .=
mock dnd to scoufge and to crucify Him, And the third day, He shall rise again.” = »
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" Tefrias dal mmnentn Semana Sanm, Eswdos Umdos. Famtltu. Surdrome de Down

Estas son las meditaciones
del Via Crucis que presidira

- el Papa en Viernes Santo
La Ofivina para las Celebrationes Litirgicas del Sumo
Pontifice publico el texto de las meditaciones que serdn
leictas durante el Via Crueis que presidira el Papa
Francisco este Viemes Santo en..

Efiquetas: Viames Santm, Via Crucns Semana San@, Fapa
Frantisco, Meditaciones, Coliseo Romano

"Anged™-, su concieno “Mazan en la Catedral" en la
‘Categral de Lima (Peni). El programa._..

Vida y Familia »

Dios entre nosotroa: iniciativa en .
Estados Unidos para el matrimonio y
la familia

. | EI Programa de Preparacién

Matrimonial Dics entre

) [ Nosotros, que ha servide a la
comunidad catdlica hispana de
Catorado, Estados Unides, por

mads de 10 afios, ha includo nuevas dreas de

evanwhzacudn que apuntan a fortalecimento

Euquetas. Esmdes Unidos, Famlia, Marimonio,
Matrimonic y famitia_

Ademias:

« EEUL: Arzobispa aplaude viciaria del r_nau'imcn'lu
en Linais

= Apple retia apticacion pro-matimenio censiderada
“homofobica™ ras pro‘esta homaosexual

América» -
Presentan Concierto de Mozart en
Catedral de Lima en Liines del Angel

H La omquesta Lima Triumphante y
la coral de ka Schola Cantorum
. presentaran este 6 de abiil,
e e primer lunes de Pascua -
conocido como “Lunes del

16

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  12/21/20{8 7:01:00 PM

5MEDIA



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Uant  [2/21/2018  7:01:00 PM

w3

-uﬂ‘: -1 e e aret 20803

Pl hopocin Mmmuses  Tecnakge = T Prquofics Emuftaar  §wmamo SEaned  Cofit Seneosie

‘lmyﬁeddmnu . -
‘ml“m : ) [o-mu.\.wuarxmnam

g ' war | aw uom e mm«v
| : i - | prlklmlm
. | obslicning
mummm
§ Mmdmtw:mmm
VREAjY A KT CEEFOE DAD IR Od
| dalinaarun couemc nunesy Enal e inin y

3 USROG MNdIe 8, S AN
Lerds Coumatio sobee 1o Sosiniiiac 38

; impuestos que paga

3
Y ¥
McDonald’s | owcingir gparon Bofuh miiie en g N Zim " e
‘ mmwmm:'ﬂﬂfm"ﬁ_m : mpmmpﬂhtmwﬁ mmmopﬂmm 7
' 3 mmmw
m:mu:nn:‘immﬂﬂ } apusya & a pmnmmlum . - o aitattn,
pals an ¢l marco Og ra swpaiigeciin motee | pouzda 8 asore ych 08 ’ mian “,M e crocan
vertas Eycalos bogaes qua 0a corceton g | % ydo ghirxen g 4N \
orEer{m MmN |

mummmmdwmw
ad mamoo @ 3 Gun.

17

Received by NST/FARA Registration Unic  12/21/2018  7:01:00 PM




Received by NSD/FARA chistra.liuu Umit 12/21/2018 7:01:00 PM

" Fhi

Cugia

HA—— . B
[f = ? Telemundo [V}
. wamn i @ [
|’ Episodio 5: Daniel es satvado |
' delos leones i

i LanacrCemipn

18

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  [2/21/2018 7.01:00 PM



Received by NSDYFARA Registration Unit  12/21/2018 7:01:00 PM

‘ﬂmmnmm

lﬁChnstsanrty BEFE . [ Seahithommb B

com : Qmm

God' .. . Y

: Resurrectton -
Ma ners 'DR L4 (UERV‘ 'f'HF'E
: . - el .p 11
. .:En-.a.n: G. Hecfﬂera ; 3 N ¥a o

Fh CEALLES
“The mu!nmlu

RESSELL BADRE:

i Popular Topics:
’ Suifering & Evil Satan  Bible Study
Rapture/End Times  LGBT

Today's Devolional &> Video Answers >

 J

-
-
»
-

*

o4
»
-

1

' Received by NSDYFARA Registratton Unic  12/21/2018 7:01:00 PM

»
w



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/21/2018  7:01:00 PM

I Cr@SS\Nalkacom

Devotionals Faith Family Church Culture Blogs Video Newsletters

. iBelieve.com
LN Raal Worean,

. Resl Faits -
i S S o

PrwEred by BinlaShmyTools. com

Gmganfﬂeart

Wheri has nmemo aFfariy voit the!r
'fmﬁumasgmsde d différecce tn your iife
liﬂ'E! on?

:Suhsaiba 0. I‘odny’! Dmﬁnnnl
| Email address S muv J

OEGBTE MCDRNIEL
Goaod Morning

Reccived by NSDYFARA Registration Uit 12/21/2013 7:01:00 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/21/201%  7:01:00 PM

; GndTube

Music  Anist Directary  Ministry «

Movies  Inspirational

Comedy Cule Devolionats GodTube Thester More -

&

S ro 4

Want GodTube Mist:See
GecTutie Mt Seo Vided.

“Eira Basigiters &

* b oddlion ts yow nepsiio(s), yow o reccive el
- Privery Poliey f Terms af Use

. FEV E . :
« Enter pour amad addrer - I RH [

e : i T R
Kitty Pushes Bog Into Jash Groban and Celine Shidants Write. Moving
‘ ) Dion Sing A Heavenly Notecamd Confesetons For
. Cuet Of ‘The Prayer Teacher
cm VIDESS LSS (ISPRATIONAL VTS
I AT s e g 2 ~ i

3

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/21/2018 7:01:00 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit

12/21/2018 7:01:00 PM

4__—I|__”9l

She Felt Somethlng Was Wrong Nothing Was Ganna Keep This This Security Goard Sat Down At

And Rushed Home, What She _ Pup From Seeing Her Dad After 6 A Piano Thinking No One Was
Found Shocked Her - it'$ A Months. Not Even The Fact That Around. The Result...Chillst
MIRACLE! She Can't Walk!

Thefeareaneemallfaﬂme
moments that change you

This Famlly Showed Up For A ‘When This Dad Cut-in On The

Gendér Baby Reveal, Bit That Bride And Groom’s Dance, | Was
Wasn’t The ENTIRE Surprisel Completely Shocked,

Wait...WHAF?
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tand of Creation

Israel. Land of
réation: There are
once-m a-lifetime
moments that
change you. Your
next life-changing
mament awaits you
in the Land of the
Bible. Start your
Journey now!
Organize a tour of
Israel for your
church members.
Guide them through
a once-in-a-lifetime
journey
where it all began,

'@Seraphim

Seraphim Software:
Take your guest
managameant and
congregatianal |
engagement Lo the
next lével with
Seraphirm, a rodern
user experience that's
fully integrated and
cloud-based.

MBB

4 rerrih e Nimeiey

Fnancial Alanning
Fools for People of
Faith:

Whather you need to
pay off debt, save for
a down payment on a
heme, invest far
retirement or manage
your medical bills,
MMBA Financial
Services’ free
calculators and tosls
are a helpful
resnurce. Expiore
them all for free at:
wnyyw.mmbbh.org/our-
Senvices- )

plans/eateulators
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Would you like to have
yaur facility do MORE -
for you in an
soonomical, attractive
fashion? Pleasa

visit Screenflex.com o
sae how church leaders
acrass the country ara
doing just that --

with Portable Acousticai
Dividers!
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M tiermpo con Dios

10 consejos para evitar los sentmientos de frustracids y
tristeza {/ por Dra. Lis hiland
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1. All those who complete the form above will be entered into the contest. 2. Prize winner will receive
two round-trip tickets between many N. American cities (such as New York) and Tel Aviv. Taxes and fuel
surcharges are not included and will need to be paid for by the winner. 3. Israel Ministry of Tourism
North America sponsors prize. 4. Email addresses entered in this promotion will be shared with [srael
Ministry of Tourism partner tour operators. 5. Contest is not open to israel Ministry of Tourism
employees and their immediate families. 6. By entering your information, you are agreeing to the above
official rules. 7. Drawing for prize winner will take place May 31, 2015.
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JOURNEY NOW
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Expenence a side of Israel

BEYOND BELIEF'



“There are once-in-a-lifetime. moments

that change you.

tlife~changing:
mement awalts'y_ou in

CONTINUE YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY.

Follow in the path of Jesus, and experience the bible beyond g E &

its-words. Embrace your spirituality in a place like no other on

earth, and return indescribably transformed. Land of Creation
... Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/21/2018 7:01:00 PM




Recelved bv NSD/FARA Re%:rstratlon Umt 12/21/201 8 7. 01 00 PM .

[ Thm ige mu-h;-a—iifttime moments. - ‘ Yo ~ . :
i Lo that chan“ge 'you. c . ST
I e R C

! “, A e . T, . . Lt e E .
by ‘ ; . ; " :

|

CONTINUE YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY.

. Follow in the path of Jesus, and experience the bible beyond TR D
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Monna Stafford Spot Copy

Spot1

TAKE A LIFETIME JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF THE BIBLE. ISRAEL! HI THIS IS MONNA STAFFORD
WITH BOTT RADIO NETWORK BEING IN JERUSALEM WAS LIKE BEING “HOME” TO ME. BEING IN
THE VERY CITY THAT JESUS LOVED, | FELT SO MUCH CLOSER TO THE BIBLE AND | COULD
VISUALZE THE STREETS THAT HE WALKED COME TO ISREAL AND WALK THE SAME PATHS AS
JESUS WALKED YOL'LL NEVER FEEL MORE CONNECTED TO THE BIBLE AS YOU DO WHEN YOUR
IN ISRAEL. ‘ :

Spot 2

TAKE A LIFETIME JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF THE BIBLE. ISRAEL! Hi MONNA STAFFORD WITH
BOTT RADION NETWORK MY HEARTS DESIRE WAS FULFILLED WHEN | WENT TO JERUSALEM
FOR MYSELF. TO WALK THE COBBLED STREETS WHERE KING DAVID WALKED AND SMELLED THE
SALT AIR ON A BOAT IN THE SEA OF GALIEE WHERE JESUS WALKED ON THE WATER.YOU'LL

- NEVER FEEL MORE CONNECTED TO YOUR BIBLE AS YOU DO WHEN YOUR IN ISRAEL.

Spot 3

TAKE A LIFETIME JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF THE BIBLE. ISRAEL! H MONNA STAFFORD WITH
BOTT RADIO NETWORK, ON MY FOURTH TRIP TO ISRAEL WHILE SAILING THE BEAUTIFUL SEA OF
GALILEE, THE SOFT BREEZE AND THE BEAUTIFUL SHORELINE VIEW OF TIBERIOUS IT TAKES YOU
BACK IN TIME TO WHEN JESUS WALKED ON THE WATER YOU’LL NEVER FEEL MORE
CONNECTED TO THE BIBLE OR YOUR FAITH AS YOU DO WHEN YOUR IN ISRAEL.
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