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The BiH House of Representatives Constitutional-Law Committee has issued an 

opinion stating that the High Representative does not have constitutional authority to 

enact laws. The BiH Constitutional Court had sought a response from the BiH House of 

Representatives to the request submitted by members of the Republic of Srpska 

National Assembly for a review of the constitutionality of Article 203a of the Criminal 

Code of BiH and Article 4 of the Law Amending the Criminal Code of BiH. The House 

of Representatives designated the Constitutional-Law Committee as the competent 

body to provide a response. 

After deliberation, the committee concluded that “the High Representative in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina does not possess constitutional authority to enact laws, and that, 

consequenily, the contested provisions of the Law Amending the Criminal Code of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina are unconstitutional.” 

An English translation of the Constitutional-Law Committee's letter to the 

Constitutional Court is here. 
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BIH DAYTON PROJECT 

This website is a resource for journalists, scholars, and policy makers in search of accurate 

and timely information about Bosnia and Herzegovina and its governmental bodies, entities, 

and constituent peoples. 

This website presents materials representing a variety of viewpoints with respect to Bosnia 

and Herzegovina. This material is distributed by McGinnis Lochridge on behalf of Republika 

Srpska. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC. 

The materials on this website do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the 

Government of Republika Srpska. 
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