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From: Gilliland, John <igiHiland@akingump.com>
Date: Thu, Feb 3, 2022 at 12:43 PM
Subject: Bipartisan Letter to President Biden on Houthi FTO Designation 

To: John Gilliland <iohn@gmicounsel.com>

[Staff Name] -

Good afternoon, I represent the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates and hope to draw your attention 
on short notice to the attached draft bipartisan letter that Rep. Moulton is planning to send to the 
President urging him to designate the Iran-backed Houthis as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO).

As you may know, the Houthis have in recent days launched repeated ballistic missile and drone attacks 
on civilian areas in the UAE, killing three people and wounding more. The Houthi attacks also have, 
threatened Al Dhafra Air Base which hosts 2,000 service members from the United States Air Force's 
380th Air Expeditionary Wing. U.S. and UAE forces have jointly thwarted multiple Houthi attacks on

these civilian and military targets.

In February 2021, the Administration removed the Houthis from the FTO list solely on humanitarian 
grounds, while explaining that the United States remains "clear-eyed" about the Houthi's malign actions 
and aggressions. Unfortunately, those malign actions and aggressions have continued and now are 
accelerating against UAE civilians and U.S. service members. The Houthis should be re-designated as an 
FTO, with appropriate humanitarian exceptions to ensure that relief can reach the people of Yemen.

Rep. Moulton is asking for signatures by COB today, Thursday, February 3. I understand this means a 
very short turnaround for you, but we hope that you will consider reaching out to a Candace Esquivel in 
Rep. Moulton's office at Candace.Esquivel@mail.house.gov to lend your office's support for the letter.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

These materials are distributed by Gilliland & McKinney International Counselors, LLC on behalf of 
Embassy of the United Arab Emirates and as a consultant to Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP. 
Additional information is on file with the U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

John Gilliland | Consultant

AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD llp

2001 K Street N.W. Washington, DC 20006 USA | Direct: +1 202.887.4166 Internal. 24166 

Fax: +1 202.887.4288 [ iailliland@akinqump.com akinqump.com Bio

The information contained in this e-mail message is intended only for the personal and confidential use 
of the recipient(s) named above. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us 

immediately by e-mail, and delete the original message.
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United States 

House of representatives

February 02, 2022

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 

President of the United States 

Washington, D.C.

Dear President Biden,

I write to you today to discuss the ongoing conflict with the Houthis in Yemen and the 
implications of revoking the Houthis as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO). Since this 
designation was revoked in February 2021, the number of Houthi attacks against predominately 
civilian targets in Saudi Arabia has doubled. In more recent weeks, the Houthis have seized a 
UAE-flagged vessel and successfully launched a drone attack in Abu Dhabi that killed three 
civilians. On January 24th, 2022, the Houthis escalated their attacks by launching two ballistic 
missiles toward UAE bases shared with American troops. Our partnership was crucial in 

intercepting and destroying those missiles with no casualties.

This uptick in Houthi aggression against our close allies and uniformed personnel is 
unacceptable. Their recent attacks on large international transit centers such as Dubai shows an 
increase in lethal capability and a desire to increase attacks on critical civilian infrastructure. 
Simultaneously, Houthi militants are diverting aid from the Yemeni people. The United States 
needs to remain committed to helping our partners in the Gulf defend themselves, which includes 
protecting themselves from threats emanating from Yemen, while supporting and protecting the 

Yemeni populace.

1 urge you to re-designate the Houthis as a Foreign Terrorist Organization. 1 understand 
that removing the designation was meant to help the dire humanitarian situation in Yemen, but it 
has done little outside of embolden the Houthis to escalate their attacks and block reconciliation 
efforts in the country. The U.S. relies on our relationship with the UAE to promote legional 
security and address pressing global challenges. They have been a key ally in assisting the U.S. 
with the evacuation of thousands of Afghan evacuees, and continue to provide essential support 
to our U.S. troops and military platforms. This is a critical time to stand shoulder-to-shouldei 
with an important ally while they are under assault, reiterating our commitment to the US-UAE 

strategic partnership.
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United States

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sincerely,

Ls
\__

SETH MOULTON MICHAEL WALTZ

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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