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To save the climate, grocery stores must stop stocking deforestation
Alex Armstrong
Tue 9/24/2019 11:44 AM
To: Press <press@mightyearth.org>

Hi -- As Climate Week marches on, the big companies behind deforestation - especially in the Amazon
- continue to draw the ire of activists. Mighty Earth has just released letters sent to major grocery store
chains outlining the steps they must take to reduce their environmental impact. You can read more about
that in the release below.
And in case you were unable to attend the Vigil for the Amazon held outside the Consumer Goods
Forum meeting last night, here are some photos you are free to use (credit: Ken Schles/Mighty Earth).
The letters and protest certainly caught CGF’s attention, as they invited Mighty Earth Senior
Campaign Director Etelle Higonnet into the meeting last night to present Mighty Earth’s concerns
directly to top executives.
Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to speak with anyone here. Thanks.
Alex
203.434.4594

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

To Save the Climate, Grocery Stores Must Stop Stocking
Deforestation
In latest corporate accountability action, letters to Costco, Ahold Delhaize, and Walmart
demand companies fulfill climate pledges and protect forests

NEW YORK - As activists gather in New York for Climate Week, they are increasingly focusing
their attention on corporate behemoths driving deforestation and ecological destruction
around the globe. Today, in the latest action seeking to hold companies accountable for the
pledges they've made in the past, Mighty Earth has released letters calling on Costco, Ahold
Delhaize, and Walmart to take immediate action to end their links to deforestation in the
Amazon and throughout South America.
The burning of the Amazon and the darkening of skies have captured the world's conscience.
But while much of the blame for the fires has rightly fallen on Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro for directly encouraging the burning of forests and the seizure of Indigenous
Peoples' lands, the financial incentive for the destruction comes from large-scale international
meat and soy animal feed companies like Cargill, Bunge, and JBS.
Costco, Ahold Delhaize, Walmart, and other global brands that buy from these suppliers and
sell to the public are creating the international markets and providing the finances for the
destruction.
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Ten years ago, Consumer Goods Forum (CGF) members made a commitment to end
deforestation in their supply chains by 2020, with an emphasis on high risk commodities such
as soy, cattle, palm oil, and pulp and paper. Five years later, at the 201 4 Climate Summit in
New York, 60 additional companies joined in this pledge as a part of the landmark New York
Declaration on Forests.
But progress toward these lofty goals has been lacking. According to Forest 500's 201 8
Annual Report. "As the 2020 deadline approaches, not one of the Forest 500 companies and
financial institutions assessed in 2018 is on track to eliminate commodity-driven deforestation
from their supply chains and portfolios by next year. Yet nearly half have made commitments
to do so by 2020 or earlier [...] Even companies with ambitious commitments are not putting
these into practice. Of the 228 companies assessed in 2017 and 201 8, nearly 70% scored
lower this year than last year, due to the new indicators on implementation. This reflects an
implementation gap - companies are not executing their commitments."
"Costco, Ahold Delhaize, and Walmart have called for change and asked for supply chain
reforms," said Mat Jacobson, Senior Director for Forests at Mighty Earth. "But these polite
requests have been ignored. Money talks, and the grocery stores' calls for change aren't
making a difference because they continue to buy from the suppliers driving deforestation.
Cargill, Bunge, and JBS shrug off the bad press and keep cashing checks. It's time for that to
end. We want these grocery stores to stop doing business with the companies driving
deforestation in the Amazon."
The letters, delivered late last week, call on Costco, Ahold Delhaize, and Walmart to:
• Immediately cease purchases and financing of any company responsible for destruction
of forests and other native ecosystems or the theft of Indigenous and local community
lands, and adopt an immediate supplier suspension policy for future violations.
• Require suppliers to establish industry-wide mechanisms to monitor and stop
destruction of native ecosystems across South America.
• Establish and implement a zero-tolerance policy for attacks on environmental and
human rights defenders and civil society advocates.
• Move rapidly towards only buying from countries that are increasing their natural forest
cover and protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples, including Free Prior and
Informed Consent.
• Work with civil society to actively and publicly support government efforts to protect
native ecosystems and the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities through
stronger regulatory frameworks and enforcement.
• Require suppliers to implement regenerative agro-ecological farming practices that
verifiably improve soil health, water quality, and biodiversity.
• Set a public, science-based target to rapidly shift a significant portion of protein sales
towards plant-based options.
Read the full letters here.
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These new letters are just the latest in a series of actions seeking to hold corporations
accountable for their climate action pledges. Monday, Mighty Earth joined dozens of NGOs
in asking members of the Consumer Goods Forum "to take bold and urgent action to halt
deforestation, species loss, and human rights abuses within supply chains." Activists from
several organizations gathered outside a meeting of the Consumer Goods Forum on Monday
night to hold a "vigil for the Amazon" and demand that member companies immediately cut
all ties to deforestation.
The letters and vigil plainly caught the attention of CGF, as they invited Mighty Earth Senior
Campaign Director Etelle Higonnet into the meeting to present Mighty Earth's concerns to
many of the top executives as well as the presidents of the Tropical Forest Alliance and CGF.
A follow-up protest will be held on October 7, as activists will converge on the
InterContinental New York Barclay - where Cargill's Senior Vice President is speaking - to call
for rapid changes.
"We don't have the luxury of trusting corporate pledges anymore," said Jacobson. "We
applauded when these companies pledged to eliminate deforestation from their supply
chains by 2020, and that promise is now literally going up in smoke. It's time for real, concrete
action. Not one year from now, not 1 0 years from now. Right now."
Additional resources:
• Photos from Vigil for the Amazon outside CGF meeting
• Mighty Earth letters to Costco. Stop & Shop, and Walmart
• NGO coalition letter to Consumer Goods Forum
• The Companies Behind the Burning of the Amazon
• Cargill: The Worst Company in the World

ALEX ARMSTRONG I Senior Director I miahtvearth.org
T+1-203-434-4594
alex@miahtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
Mighty Earth is responsible for the content of this message. The information in this email and any attachments is
confidential and is intended for the addressee only If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message and any
attachments and advise the sender.
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part
by the European Federation for Transport and Environment, the Center for International Policy, and AidEnvironment. Waxman is
required under 22 U.S.C. §614 to disclose that this material is distributed on behalf of the aforementioned organization, working
under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional information is on file with the Department of
Justice, Washington, D.C.
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Update to Mighty Earth's Trader Tracking table
Rapid Response
Tue 9/24/2019 3:19 PM
To: 'Gruijter, Laura-de' <Laura.deGruijter@bunge.com>
Cc: 'ben.vreeburgjabunge.com' <ben.vreeburg@bunge.com>; jaideep.bedi <jaideep.bedi@bunge.com>; Phil Aikman
<phil@mightyearth.org>; Nora Conry <Nora.Conry@bunge.com>

Dear Laura,
We are hereby giving you the opportunity to review a version of Mighty Earth’s Trader Tracking’ table,
which provides the current status of grievances related to cases, highlighted in Rapid Response reports,
that have been linked to your company’s supply chain. Please provide any update on your engagement,
if applicable, no later than October 7, 2019. After this date, we will update the scores in the graphic on
our website.
We have updated our methodology so that unresolved grievances now fall into three categories — Not
Filed, Engaging, and Disputed — while resolved grievances now fall into four categories: No Purchase,
Moratorium, NDPE Policy, and Closed with Resolution.
The definition of a Disputed case is as follows: Trader has filed a grievance on the case but is disputing
the case and is not taking action to resolve it. Such disputed cases include instances where it is claimed
that the identified land clearing is outside the concession boundary or had been conducted by a thirdparty, yet no credible evidence has been provided to support this claim.
The definition of a Closed with Resolution case is as follows: Trader has filed a grievance on the case
and has closed the grievance following the provision of credible evidence needed to resolve the case.
This includes cases where it is claimed that the identified land clearing is outside the concession
boundary or had been conducted by a third-party.
Bunge’s Trader Tracking’ table can be found here: https://airtable.com/shrea7JWmB5HLkw1 P.
Best,
SARAH BRICKMAN I SENIOR ASSOCIATE I miahtvearth.org
T +1-941-726-5851
sarah@miqhtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part by
Aidenvironment and the National Wildlife Federation. Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on
behalf of the aforementioned organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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Update to Mighty Earth's Trader Tracking table
Rapid Response
Tue 9/24/2019 3:28 PM
To: Nasuha Thaha <Nasuha_Thaha@cargill.com>
Cc: Phil Aikman <phil@mightyearth.org>; Marie Lavialle-Piot <Marie_Lavialle-Piot@cargill.com>; Nick Martell-Bundock
<Nick_Martell-Bundock@cargill.com>; Alexandra Experton <Alexandra_Experton@cargill.com>; Sarah Brickman
<sarah@mightyearth.org>

Dear Nasuha,
We are hereby giving you the opportunity to review a version of Mighty Earth’s Trader Tracking’ table,
which provides the current status of grievances related to cases, highlighted in Rapid Response reports,
that have been linked to your company’s supply chain. Please provide any update on your engagement,
if applicable, no later than October 7, 2019. After this date, we will update the scores in the graphic on
our website.
We have updated our methodology so that unresolved grievances now fall into three categories — Not
Filed, Engaging, and Disputed — while resolved grievances now fall into four categories: No Purchase,
Moratorium, NDPE Policy, and Closed with Resolution.
The definition of a Disputed case is as follows: Trader has filed a grievance on the case but is disputing
the case and is not taking action to resolve it. Such disputed cases include instances where it is claimed
that the identified land clearing is outside the concession boundary or had been conducted by a thirdparty, yet no credible evidence has been provided to support this claim.
The definition of a Closed with Resolution case is as follows: Trader has filed a grievance on the case
and has closed the grievance following the provision of credible evidence needed to resolve the case.
This includes cases where it is claimed that the identified land clearing is outside the concession
boundary or had been conducted by a third-party.
Cargill’s Trader Tracking’ table can be found here: https://airtable.com/shrMz93cVVcjfcXy3.
Best,
SARAH BRICKMAN I SENIOR ASSOCIATE I miahtvearth.org
T +1-941-726-5851
sarah@miahtvearth.ora
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part by
Aidenvironment and the National Wildlife Federation. Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on
behalf of the aforementioned organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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Update to Mighty Earth's Trader Tracking table
Rapid Response
Tue 9/24/2019 3:39 PM
To: Bubniak, Michelle <Michelle.Bubniak@adm.com>
Cc: Phil Aikman <phil@mightyearth.org>; Taylor, Alison <Alison.Taylor@adm.com>; Sarah Brickman
<sarah@mightyearth.org>

Dear Michelle,
We are hereby giving you the opportunity to review a version of Mighty Earth’s Trader Tracking’ table,
which provides the current status of grievances related to cases, highlighted in Rapid Response reports,
that have been linked to your company’s supply chain. Please provide any update on your engagement,
if applicable, no later than October 7, 2019. After this date, we will update the scores in the graphic on
our website.
We have updated our methodology so that unresolved grievances now fall into three categories — Not
Filed, Engaging, and Disputed — while resolved grievances now fall into four categories: No Purchase,
Moratorium, NDPE Policy, and Closed with Resolution.
The definition of a Disputed case is as follows: Trader has filed a grievance on the case but is disputing
the case and is not taking action to resolve it. Such disputed cases include instances where it is claimed
that the identified land clearing is outside the concession boundary or had been conducted by a thirdparty, yet no credible evidence has been provided to support this claim.
The definition of a Closed with Resolution case is as follows: Trader has filed a grievance on the case
and has closed the grievance following the provision of credible evidence needed to resolve the case.
This includes cases where it is claimed that the identified land clearing is outside the concession
boundary or had been conducted by a third-party.
ADM’s Trader Tracking’ table can be found here: https://airtable.com/shrd59n90k5V8aTQU.
Best,
SARAH BRICKMAN I SENIOR ASSOCIATE I miahtvearth.org
T +1-941-726-5851
sarah@miqhtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part by
Aidenvironment and the National Wildlife Federation. Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on
behalf of the aforementioned organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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