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Briefing remarks
Rose Garr
Fri 10/18/2019 9:43 AM
To: Compliance <compliance@waxmanstrategies.com>

Rose’s introduction
Welcome! I’m Rose Garr, here with Waxman Strategies, the firm headed by the former Congressman.
We’re excited to host this briefing today, and in the interest of full transparency, our firm is grant-funded
on this issue, by the European-based NGO Transport and Environment, which itself is under grant from
the Norway’s Climate and Forest Initiative.
The panel that’s here today is going to discuss the forest fires raging in Brazil and Indonesia, and US
policy implications. We’ve got a great set of speakers, and before we get to them, I want to set the stage
with a little background.
The tropical forest fires that have been in the news are a deliberate, man-made phenomenon. It’s
different here in the US, where forest fires are largely accidental, caused by downed power lines or
lightning: these fires are set on purpose. It’s the dry season right now in tropical regions, and farmers
and landowners looking for more space to grow crops are carving farms out of forests. Usually, any
valuable trees will get carted away, and then the cheapest and easiest way to clear the underbrush is to
burn it.
Brazil’s monitoring agency reported in August that the number of forest fires are up by 84% this year,
compared to 2018. And more recent analyses by the World Resources Institute, based on NASA data,
shows that fire alerts on primary forests in Brazil continue to flare, and actually increased in the Cerrado
area, a particularly at-risk region. The country is on track now to have nearly double the deforestation as
last year. Of course this is the first dry season Brazil has seen under President Bolsonaro, who ran on a
platform of increased agricultural development and has pledged not to enforce laws and protections
against illegal forest clearance or clearance on protected areas or indigenous lands. And in Indonesia,
the fires there are the worst since 2015. And if folks aren’t familiar with the 2015 fire and haze crisis in
Indonesia, I’ll just say that according to the World Resources Institute, there were 26 days in 2015 were
the GHG emissions from Indonesia were larger than the entire daily emissions of the United States.
Globally, just to put it in perspective, deforestation is a huge part of the climate problem. Forests emit a
lot of carbon when they’re burned. Overall, emissions from deforestation, agriculture and land use make
up about 24% of all emissions, according to the IPCC. That’s more than the entire global transportation
sector. So finding solutions to this part of the climate problem is enormously important. There’s a joke
among people who work on agriculture and deforestation - that this issue is a quarter of the problem,
but it gets 2 percent of the attention. So there is a real opportunity, politically speaking, to take leadership
in the space and craft bi-partisan solutions and make significant progress. This is an issue where there’s
a lot of space for leadership.
Alright, I’m going to turn it over to our speakers now. Our first speaker is Tim Searchinger, of Princeton.
Tim was the lead author of the recent report “Creating a Sustainable Food Future.” The Washington Post
wrote about the report, and described the essence of the report like this: how do we feed the world in the
2050, without frying it? Tim also studies the land-use impacts of bioenergy.
Mat Jacobson is here with Mighty Earth, the non-profit also chaired by Congressman Waxman. He
directs the group’s forest program. Mighty’s work internationally is focused on breaking the link between
agricultural expansion and deforestation, and they have active programs focused on Latin America,
Indonesia, the Mekong Delta region and West Africa.
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Rick Jacobsen works on commodities with the Environmental Investigation Agency, a non-profit with
offices in DC and London, that investigates and campaigns against environmental crime. Rick’s team
was instrumental in helping expand the Lacey Act, the law that prohibits imports of illegal harvested
timber and wildlife. Rick has some really specific and ready-to-go ideas on policy options to deal with
these fires.
I’m going to turn it over to Tim now. We will have time for questions at the end.

ROSE GARR I Vice President I WAXMAN STRATEGIES
rose@waxmanstrateqies.com I 425.830.2973
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Re: Rapid Response Special Report: Fires in the Cerrado and Amazon
Compliance
Fri 10/18/2019 5:05 PM
To: Compliance <compliance@waxmanstrategies.com>

From: Sarah Brickman <sarah@mightyearth.org>
Sent: Friday, October 18, 2019 10:00 AM
To: Nick Martell-Bundock <Nick_Martell-Bundock@cargill.com>
Cc: Ruth Kimmelshue <Ruth_Kimmelshue@cargill.com>; Jill Kolling <Jill_Kolling@cargill.com>; John
Hartmann <John_Hartmann@cargill.com>; Rapid Response <rapidresponse@mightyearth.org>;
Michelle Grogg <Michelle_Grogg@cargill.com>; Brendan May
<brendan.may@robertsbridgegroup.com>; Christopher Broadbent
<christopher.broadbent@robertsbridgegroup.com>; Yuri Feres <Yuri_Feres@cargill.com>
Subject: RE: Rapid Response Special Report: Fires in the Cerrado and Amazon
Hi Nick,
Thanks for this, and thank you for confirming receipt of report 6. We look forward to meeting sometime in
the near future.
Best,
SARAH BRICKMAN I SENIOR ASSOCIATE I miahtvearth.org
T +1-941-726-5851
sarah@miqhtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part by
Aidenvironment. Waxman is reguired under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on behalf of the aforementioned
organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional information is on file with the
Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

From: Rapid Response <rapidresponse@miahtvearth.ora>
Sent: 19 September 2019 22:49
To: Nick Martell-Bundock <Nick Martell-Bundock@caraill.com>
Cc: Sarah Brickman <sarah@miahtvearth.ora>: Ruth Kimmelshue <Ruth Kimmelshue@caraill.com>:
Jill Kolling <Jill Kollina@caraill.com>: John Hartmann <John Hartmann@caraill.com>: Michelle Grogg
<Michelle Groaa@caraill.com>: Brendan May <brendan.mav@robertsbridaearoup.com>: Christopher
Broadbent <christopher.broadbent@robertsbridaearoup.com>: Yuri Feres <Yuri Feres@caraill.com>
Subject: Rapid Response Special Report: Fires in the Cerrado and Amazon
Dear Nick,
Sorry for following up report 5 so quickly with another report for your team, but I wanted to share the
attached report as soon as I could. Our team has put together a Special Report on fires in properties
already featured in Rapid Response reports 1-5 that we know to have supply chain links based on
databases and direct company correspondence.
Although I recommend that you review the full report (just 12 cases, so not too long), I’d like to draw your
attention to three cases in particular:
• Fazenda Agropecuaria Albuquerque (in Formosa do Rio Preto, Bahia)
• Fazenda Bananal IX (in Luis Eduardo Magalhaes, Bahia)
• Fazenda Nebraska (in Balsas, Maranhao)
These are all properties with which Cargill has confirmed relationships via our email correspondence.
Before we publicly release the report in a couple weeks, we would like to provide Cargill with a chance to
update us on any engagement that has or will take place with these farms as a result of our Rapid
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Response reports. Please let us know what actions you have or will take to address not only the cases of
clearance, but also the recent fires on properties in your supply chain.
Best,
SARAH BRICKMAN I SENIOR ASSOCIATE I miahtvearth.org
T +1-941-726-5851
sarah@miqhtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part by
Aidenvironment. Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on behalf of the aforementioned
organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional information is on file with the
Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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Update to Trader Tracking table
Rapid Response
Fri 10/18/2019 4:53 PM
To: Nasuha Thaha <Nasuha_Thaha@cargill.com>
Cc: Sarah Brickman <sarah@mightyearth.org>; Phil Aikman <phil@mightyearth.org>; Marie Laviaile-Piot
<Marie_Lavialle-Piot@cargill.com>; Nick Martell-Bundock <Nick_Martell-Bundock@cargill.com>; Alexandra Experton
<Alexandra_Experton@cargill.com>

Dear Nasuha,
Today, we published Mighty Earth’s ‘Trader Tracking’ table, which provides the current status of
grievances related to cases, highlighted in Rapid Response reports, that have been linked to your
company’s supply chain.
This follows review of any feedback received on the earlier draft version which was previously circulated.
We have also added those cases related to Rapid Response report 19.
We noted in an earlier email that we have updated our methodology, and we have one more change to
share: the Engaging category has been re-named Filed, which is defined as “trader has filed a grievance
on the case and is either investigating the case and/or engaging with the supplier.”
In sum, unresolved grievances now fall into three categories — Not Filed, Filed, and Disputed — while
resolved grievances now fall into four categories: No Purchase, Moratorium, NDPE Policy, and Closed
with Resolution.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or comments.
Best,
SARAH BRICKMAN I SENIOR ASSOCIATE I miahtvearth.org
T +1-941-726-5851
sarah@miqhtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part by
Aidenvironment and the National Wildlife Federation. Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on
behalf of the aforementioned organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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Update to Trader Tracking table
Rapid Response
Fri 10/18/2019 4:52 PM
To: 'Gruijter, Laura-de' <Laura.deGruijter@bunge.com>
Cc: ,ben.vreeburg@bunge.com, <ben.vreeburg@bunge.com>; jaideep.bedi <jaideep.bedi@bunge.com>; Phil Aikman
<phil@mightyearth.org>; Sarah Brickman <sarah@mightyearth.org>; Nora Conry <Nora.Conry@bunge.com>

Dear Laura,
Today, we published Miahtv Earth’s ‘Trader Tracking’ table, which provides the current status of
grievances related to cases, highlighted in Rapid Response reports, that have been linked to your
company’s supply chain.
This follows review of any feedback received on the earlier draft version which was previously circulated.
We have also added those cases related to Rapid Response report 19.
We noted in an earlier email that we have updated our methodology, and we have one more change to
share: the Engaging category has been re-named Filed, which is defined as “trader has filed a grievance
on the case and is either investigating the case and/or engaging with the supplier.”
In sum, unresolved grievances now fall into three categories — Not Filed, Filed, and Disputed — while
resolved grievances now fall into four categories: No Purchase, Moratorium, NDPE Policy, and Closed
with Resolution.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or comments.
Best,
SARAH BRICKMAN I SENIOR ASSOCIATE I miahtvearth.org
T +1-941-726-5851
sarah@miahtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part by
Aidenvironment and the National Wildlife Federation. Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on
behalf of the aforementioned organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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FW: Update to Trader Tracking table
Rapid Response
Fri 10/18/2019 4:54 PM
To: Compliance <compliance@waxmanstrategies.com>

From: Rapid Response
Sent: Friday, October 18, 2019 4:52 PM
To: Bubniak, Michelle <Michelle.Bubniak@adm.com>
Cc: Phil Aikman <phil@mightyearth.org>; Sarah Brickman <sarah@mightyearth.org>; Taylor, Alison
<Alison.Taylor@adm.com>; responsibility@adm.com
Subject: Update to Trader Tracking table
Dear Michelle,
Today, we published Mighty Earth’s ‘Trader Tracking’ table, which provides the current status of
grievances related to cases, highlighted in Rapid Response reports, that have been linked to your
company’s supply chain.
This follows review of any feedback received on the earlier draft version which was previously circulated.
We have also added those cases related to Rapid Response report 19.
We noted in an earlier email that we have updated our methodology, and we have one more change to
share: the Engaging category has been re-named Filed, which is defined as “trader has filed a grievance
on the case and is either investigating the case and/or engaging with the supplier.”
In sum, unresolved grievances now fall into three categories — Not Filed, Filed, and Disputed — while
resolved grievances now fall into four categories: No Purchase, Moratorium, NDPE Policy, and Closed
with Resolution.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or comments.
Best,
SARAH BRICKMAN I SENIOR ASSOCIATE I miahtvearth.org
T +1-941-726-5851
sarah@miqhtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook I Twitter
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in part by
Aidenvironment and the National Wildlife Federation. Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on
behalf of the aforementioned organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional
information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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Top 10 Countries Losing the Most Tropical Primary Rainforest in 2018
BY TOTAL AREA

BY PERCENT INCREASE FROM 2017*
Brazil 1,34/132 ha

Ghana 60%

| DRC 481,248 ha

| Cote d'Ivoire 26%

Indonesia 339,888 ha

| Papua New Guinea 22%

Colombia 176,977 ha

Angola 21%
| Suriname 12%

Bolivia 154,488 ha
Malaysia 144,571 ha

Liberia 12%

| Peru 140,185 ha

Colombia 9%

| Madagascar 94,785 ha

| Panama 4%

| Papua New Guinea 77266 ha
| Cameroon 5/935 ha

| Tanzania 3%
| DRC2%

*0nly countries with more than 100,000
hectares of primary forest included

GLOBAL
WATCH
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US Leather Imports

US Cocoa Imports
United States
United States

Ghana
Cote d'Ivoire
Malaysia
Ecuador
Indonesia

US Palm Oil Imports

Brazil Soybean Exports
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The Substitution Effect: How American biodiesel
mandates drive deforestation in Southeast Asia
Palm oil imports to the United States have nearly doubled since
passage of the RFS in 2007. As more and more domestically produced
oils are shifted in biodiesel production, palm oil acts as a substitute
in food and consumer products.

U.S. biodiesel
mandates inflate
demand for
vegetable oils.
Increased demand drives up
prices, as more and more
domestic vegetable oil goes
into biodiesel production.

Seeking low-cost substitutes,
manufacturers turn to palm oil

O

Q

As the palm oil industry rapidly
expands, tropical forests in Southeast
Asia are cleared and burned to make
way for palm plantations, causing
major GHG emissions.
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Corporate Support
The New York Declaration on Forests is a partnership of
governments, multinational companies, civil society and indigenous
peoples who strive to halve deforestation by 2020 and to end it by
2030. It was first endorsed at the UN Climate Summit in 2014.
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Slaughterhouses
Near Amazon Fires
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JBS
2019: Faced multiple corruption charges,
complicity in modern-day slavery and was fined
2018: Police arrested CEO Joesley Batista
over bribes allegedly paid by JBS to ministers
and other Brazilian politicians to obtain changes
to livestock regulations.
2017: Fined $8 million for illegal deforestation in
the Amazon and bribed sanitary inspector to
allow rotten meat to be sold in Brazil and abroad

S*r*m*»2 inwgc horn [07/11/19). i«e«<llhrai*h6lobil form Witch

Sep 21.2019

*

/ >

i*?

%
*
f

v

Retailers risk amplifying destruction of
the Amazon by continuing to stock JBS
beef
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SENS MENENDEZ AND RUBIO REQUEST COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN INVESTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES REVIEW TRANSACTIONS OF BRAZILIAN MEAT
PROCESSING CONGLOMERATE
WASHINGTON - Senator Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), Ranking Member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and Senator Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, today sent a letter to Secretary of Treasury Steven Mnuchin requesting that the Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United States (CFIUS) formally open a review of the transactions of Brazilian meat-processing conglomerate, JBS S.A. Over the last twelve years, JBS S.A. has
become increasingly active in the American food sector. However, as the conglomerate moved into the U.S. market, it engaged in illicit financial activities and suborned
Brazilian government officials to secure the loans used for investment in the United States.

"Given its admitted criminal conduct to secure loans that were used for investment in the United States and the group's business relationships with Venezuela's Maduro regime
as well as its growing reliance on financing from entities aligned with the Chinese government, we ask that CFIUS conduct a review of JBS S.A.'s acquisition of U.S. companies,"
wrote Menendez and Rubio. "The growing trend of foreign investment in our food system demands increased attention and scrutiny in order to safeguard our nation's food
supply."
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Policy Options
Forest Financing
The United States should finance conservation efforts in the developing world such as REDD+, as
well as supporting private industry initiatives conservation offset initiatives.

Limits on Bioenergy
The United States should reform and shrink policies that support biofuel and biomass
production, notably the Renewable Fuel Standard, tax incentives like the Biodiesel Tax Credit,
and the EPA's 'carbon-neutral' policy towards biomass.

Prohibit the Import of Commodities Grown on Illegally-Deforested Land
It's already illegal under the Lacey Act to import timber or wildlife that was illegally harvested in
its country of origin. Adopting similar prohibitions on commodities grown on illegal
deforestation, like palm, soy, and beef would restrict end markets for those commodities, deincentivizing the practice. It would also level the playing fields for companies with clean supply
chains who are being undercut by competitors sourcing from illegally deforested areas.
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MIGHTY EARTH

Mathew Jacobson- mat@miqhtyearth.orq
www.mightyearth.org
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