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Re: [EXT] Firestone: A request for Interviews/Response on New Allegation of
Environmental Right Abuses

Compliance <compliance@waxmanstrategies.com>
Fri 2/21/2020 5:37 PM

To: Compliance <compliance@waxmanstrategies.com>

From: Alex Armstrong <alex@mightyearth.org>
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2020 2:54 PM
To: Uwagbale Edward-Ekpu <uwagbalae@gmail.com>
Cc: Alex Wijeratna <AWijeratna@mightyearth.org>
Subject: Re: [EXT] Firestone: A request for Interviews/Response on New Allegation of Environmental Right Abuses
Thanks, Douglas. Attached here are some responses, attributable to Alex Wijeratna (who is also CCed here if you
have any follow up questions).
Beyond those specific rebuttals, we think our report and press release speak for themselves, but please let us
know if you need anything else.
Best,
Alex

ALEX ARMSTRONG | Senior Director | mightvearth.org
T +1-203-434-4594
alex_@_mj ghtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook | Twitter

Mighty Earth is responsible for the content of this message. The information in this email and any attachments is confidential and is
intended for the addressee only. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message and any attachments and advise the
sender.
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies' work on forest conservation is funded in part by the
European Federation for Transport and Environment, the Center for International Policy, and AidEnvironment. Waxman is required under 22
U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on behalf of the aforementioned organization, working under grant from the
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

On 21 Feb 2020 16:33, "Alex Armstrong" <alex(5)mightyearth.org> wrote:
Was there an attachment with specific inaccuracies that you wanted us to respond to, or is it just the statement
included in the email? Thank you
From: Alex Armstrong <alex@mightyearth.org>
Date: Friday, February 21, 2020 at 10:31 AM
To: Uwagbale Edward-Ekpu <u wagbalae@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: [EXT] Firestone: A request for Interviews/Response on New Allegation of Environmental
Right Abuses
Thank you - I will work on getting answers for you. Can you tell me what your deadline is, please?
Thanks!
https://outlook.office365.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADIyYzk4NDcyLTgwNWQtNDBiMS1 hYTVkLTM4ZWQwZjlzNjczNQAQAFXqYZbUMs1 Ngiwk4QdeV9...
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Alex

ALEX ARMSTRONG | Senior Director | mightyearth.ors
T +1-203-434-4594
alex(5)mi ghtvearth.org
Follow us: Facebook | Twitter

Mighty Earth is responsible for the content of this message. The information in this email and any attachments is confidential and is
intended for the addressee only. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message and any attachments and advise the
sender.
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies' work on forest conservation is funded in part by the
European Federation for Transport and Environment, the Center for International Policy, and AidEnvironment. Waxman is required under
22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on behalf of the aforementioned organization, working under grant from the
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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Mighty Earth responses:
Factually inaccurate
claim
Firestone Liberia has
a poor history of
engagement with its
employees which
includes violating
labor laws and failing
to recognise the
Firestone
Agricultural Workers
Union of Liberia
(FAWUL).

Mighty Earth’s Response

Firestone Liberia response

Labor relations
ME stands by the statement that
Firestone has a poor history of
engagement with its employees and
we therefore stand by this statement in
the report:

Firestone Liberia’s 5,400
employees receive a variety of
benefits, including free housing,
free medical care, and free
education for their dependents.

"Firestone Liberia has had a long and
checkered history related to labor rights in
Liberia, with a number of CSOs and local
advocates having raised concerns and carried
out campaigns on issues relating to workers'
rights."

Our report does NOT claim that
Firestone is “failing to recognise the
Firestone Agricultural Workers Union
of Liberia (FAWUL).
Instead, our report is much more
specific and claims:

"In mid-2018, the management of
Firestone Liberia failed to recognize the
independent re-election of the FAWUL
trade union leadership in violation of the
2016-2018 CBA. "

We stand by this statement and have
paperwork to prove this.

The management of Firestone
Liberia is committed to ensuring
that employment practices are
consistent with or exceed the
parameters of the 2015 Decent
Work Act, Liberia’s labor law
that includes governance of
overtime pay and termination
procedures, as well as the 2016
National Social Security and
Welfare Corporation Act which
governs employee pensions.
In the interest of ongoing
industrial peace and harmony,
the Firestone Liberia
management and its workers
have a daily dialogue with our
union representation, both the
Agricultural Agro-Processing
and the Industrial Workers
Union of Liberia (AAWUL) as
the representing union, and
FAWUL as the trade union. Our
relationship with both unions is
productive and respectful.
FAWUL shop stewards work
throughout our operation and
are an active part of any labor
dialogue, negotiation, workplace
policy creation/implementation,
employee discipline,
employment termination,
workplace injuries, and/or
grievances._________________

Environmental sustainability
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Firestone Liberia
discharges untreated
wastewater into the
Farmington River,
creating health and
safety risks for the
local communities.

Our report does NOT claim that
Firestone discharges untreated
wastewater into the Farmington River.
Instead our report says:

"Communities interviewed in March 2019
along the Farmington River included
Owensgrove (just across
the river from the Firestone rubber
processing factory and water treatment
facility) and Zenge town (on the Farmington
River near Robertsfield International Airport).
These communities complained of water
degradation and air pollution, which they
believe to be resulting from the Firestone
Liberia operations."

In the report’s Summary we say:
"Concerns also persist about the impact
of Firestone Liberia's operations on local
water sources, particularly in nearby
Owensgrove, Zenge town, Kpanyatown,
and other communities along the
Farmington River. Local people
interviewed for Mighty Earth in March
2019 still complained of serious water
contamination of the river, creeks, and
wells due to Firestone's operations, and
the subsequent disappearance of fish
from the river, leading to the loss of
livelihoods for local fisher people."

When we put our concerns to
Bridgestone/Firestone in Washington
in Oct19, they said this:

Firestone Libera stopped the
discharge of wastewater into the
Farmington River (which had
been fully in line with Liberian
Environmental Protection
Agency guidelines) in 2008, and
started using a bioaccumulation
wetland water treatment system.
All wastewater discharge is
closely monitored and regularly
tested by Firestone Liberia
under the oversight of the
Liberian Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA),
Firestone Liberia is not aware of
any health-related incidents
arising from the Farmington
River, either before or after the
implementation of the wetland
system, and has not been
alerted of such occurrences
from the Liberian Ministry of
Health, the Liberian EPA or any
other government or non
government entities
Firestone Liberia is in the final
stages of permitting,
constructing and operating
under a new EPA permit, with
full transparency, a new
wastewater system which is
scheduled to be fully operational
in mid-2020. The new system
will be the most advanced
rubber processing wastewater
system in Liberia.

"In a follow up conversation, Firestone
Liberia was up front about the fact that
the levels of the pollutants in the creek
are still at an unacceptable level, though
they disagree with those pollutants being
at levels that would be harmful to people
along the Farmington River or other
creeks and rivers."

We acknowledged their existing water
treatement system in the report, but
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Bridgestone/Firestone have admitted
to us that “due to a varierty of factors,
this system has not reduced the
effluent discharge to within numeric
permit limits, necessitating further
treatment options now in process.”
Mighty Earth is calling for
Bridgestone/Firestone to publish their
weekly water effluent discharge
monitoring results, as well as their
wider Environmental and Social
Impact Assessments (EISAs) and
Environmental Management Plans
(EMPs), so that civil society groups
can monitor the situation

Firestone Liberia
does not engage
with communities
that border on its
concession.

Community engagement_________ __________________________
Throughout its over 90-year
They told us when we’ve met them
history in Liberia, Firestone
and in letters that they are thinking of
formalising engagement processes
Liberia has supported local
communities through
with local communities.
employment and support - such
as digging wells for clean/safe
drinking water, road
improvement and medical and
educational opportunities.
Firestone Liberia has a robust
community department that
supports the 100+ communities
located within the boundaries of
the concession as well as the
external communities around
our borders. As part of our
community efforts, the company
employs a fulltime community
relations manager responsible
for external community relations
and also interaction with the
tribal reserves located within the
borders of the concession.
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Firestone Liberia has a regular
dialogue with the National
Bureau of Concessions on their
implementation of a MultiStakeholder Program (MSP)
and continues to work closely
with elected officials to provide
emergency response support,
road improvements and other ad
hoc outreach across the country
when possible and financially
feasible.
Firestone Liberia is
not transparent
around its reporting.

Transparency
We are still calling for greater
transparency and for Bridgestone and
Firestone to pubish their effluent
discharge monitoring results, and all
their Environmental and Social Impact
Assessments (EISAs) and
Environmental Management Plans
(EMPs).

Firestone Liberia is in full
compliance of all its obligations
under the laws and regulations
of Liberia.
Firestone Liberia’s relationship
with the Government of Liberia
is dictated by a Concession
Agreement that is ratified by the
Legislature and signed into law
by the country’s President. As a
result, the arrangement and
obligations by both, Firestone
Liberia and the Government of
Liberia, are specified by law.
Firestone Liberia has always
acknowledged and reported on
its progress and challenges
within our group company,
Bridgestone Corporation’s
Global Sustainability Report.
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