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Supermarkets Urged to Actually Stop Buying from Companies Destroying the
Amazon
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To: Press <press@mightyearth.org>

Supermarkets Urged to Actually Stop Buying from Companies
Destroying the Amazon
Ahold Delhaize, Costco, others urged to immediately adopt robust sourcing policies to
build on success of recent demands that Brazil stop allowing bulldozing of Amazon, killing
of Indigenous people
WASHINGTON, DC-In new letters released publicly today, Mighty Earth is calling on 21
of the largest supermarkets and retailers in Europe and the United States to back up their
stated commitments to environmental standards with new policies that would immediately
cancel contracts with deforesting suppliers including Cargill, Bunge, and JBS.
"Forests around the world are being intentionally torched. Deforestation in the Brazilian
Amazon is higher than it's been in a decade, and anti-environment fanatics are determined
to use the cover of the coronavirus pandemic to wreak further havoc." said Mighty Earth
CEO Glenn Hurowitz. "Our planet is in crisis. The time for polite requests to stop
deforestation has passed. It's time to cut contracts with those responsible. Customers are
demanding sustainable options, and simply do not want their local grocery store stocking
its shelves with products of destroyed rainforests and ethnic cleansing."
The letters, sent to the CEOs of Ahold Delhaize, Albertsons Companies, Amazon, Aramark,
Compass Group, Costco, Edeka Group, Kroger, Lidl, Marks & Spencer, Metro Group,
Morisons, Rewe, Sainsbury's, Sysco, Target, Tesco, Trader Joe's, Walmart, Wegmans, and
Whole Foods, note that the recent actions of British supermarkets have "demonstrated the
power that the private sector can deploy to protect the environment and human rights."
The letter is also being sent to consumer goods companies like Unilever and Mars .
An open letter to the Brazilian Congress warned that a proposed law to open up the
Amazon rainforest to further destruction would "put at risk the ability of organisations such
as ours to continue sourcing from Brazil in the future," citing the Amazon's wildlife and its
crucial role in the climate and water cycles. Upon receiving the letter, the Brazilian
government almost immediately delayed voting on the bill. Many of the companies that
Mighty Earth has reached out to were signatories on the British supermarket letter.
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"These companies have the market leverage and they have demonstrated the capacity
and willingness to use it. We have seen market pressure work to prevent environmental
destruction - and remarkably quickly," said Hurowitz. "But food brans now must turn their
attention to dealing with suppliers that are driving this deforestation. If these companies
can move the Brazilian government, they can move the companies that rely on supplier
contracts to stay in business."
The letters outline the ongoing crisis, saying that "deforestation in South America has
surged over the last year, in large measure because a small number of critical companies
that supply meat and animal feed continue to drive massive deforestation and human
rights abuses. We are therefore calling on you to adopt a no-deforestation policy with a
clear non-compliance protocol that results in suspended or cancelled contracts with
violating suppliers such as Cargill, Bunge, and JBS."
Investigations into the destruction in South America have repeatedly uncovered these
three companies at the root of the problem. Chain Reaction Research recently released an
investor report that documented that the number of fires identified in the vicinity of Bunge
and Cargill facilities was higher than all the other main soy traders combined. Similarly, in
cattle, JBS alone had 31 7,096 fires inside its buying area, triple what the next largest firelinked company had. The findings echoed Mighty Earth's mapping analysis from 2019.
In Bolivia, where Cargill is the leading international soy trader, the company has
been tied to repeated deforestation, with similar results for Cargill and Bunge in Argentina
and Paraguay, respectively. These companies have also been linked to irresponsible labor
practices, endangering workers during the coronavirus crisis with unsafe working
conditions even as their practices around the globe make the next pandemic more likely.
Resources:
High resolution photos and videos are available for use - please
contact press@mightyearth.org for access.
Mighty Earth reports
•

Cargill: The Worst Company in the World

• The Companies Behind the Burning of the Amazon
• How the Sausage Gets Made
• The Ultimate Mystery Meat: Exposing the Secrets Behind Burger King and Global
Meat Production
• Still At It: Cargill and Bunge Caught Destroying the Equivalent of 10,000 Football
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Fields for the Global Meat Trade
• Avoidable Crisis: The European Meat Industry's Environmental Catastrophe
Additional materials
• Video: Protecting Forests to Prevent Pandemics
• Stop Destroying the Planet & Shop Responsibly
• Grocery Stores Threatening Brazil Boycott Must Go Further to Truly Protect Forests
• Big Meat Companies Are Making the Pandemic Worse
• In 2020, Retailers Must Stop Stocking Environmental Destruction
http://www.mightyearth.org/supermarkets-urged-to-actually-stop-buying-fromcompanies-destroying-the-amazon/
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Mighty Earth is responsible for the content of this message. The information in this email and any attachments is
confidential and is intended for the addressee only If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message and
any attachments and advise the sender.
The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’ work on forest conservation is funded in
part by the European Federation for Transport and Environment, the Center for International Policy, and AidEnvironment.
Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on behalf of the aforementioned
organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional information is on
file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D. C.

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADIyYzk4NDcyLTgwNWQtNDBiMS1hYTVkLTM4ZWQwZjlzNjczNQAQAIuBRUqJ8GdHltrELub8H8E%3D

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit

06/01/2020 3:57:26 PM

Page 3 of 3

