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For your records - i sent this to the hill

Begin forwarded message:

From: EimpK) PoMaH Max <a.mac@apu.gov.ua> 
Date: June 29, 2021 at 10:39:06 AM EDT 
To: fcraig@thehill.com 
Cc: opinion@thehill.com
Subject: For The Hill

Dear Mr Craig & The Hill,

As a matter of introduction, I am an American advisor to President Zelensky.
I am writing on behalf of Andriy Yermak, Head of the Presidential Administration of Ukraine, who has 
prepared an opinion piece assessing the next steps following the Biden-Putin summit earlier this month, 
and in anticipation of President Zelenskiy's visit to Washington next month.
We would like to offer this exclusively to The Hill and would appreciate your thoughts and feedback on 
this opportunity,
I have pasted the article in full below,
Yours sincerely,
Andrew Mac

What's next after the US-Russia Summit?
By Andriy Yermak, Head of the Presidential Administration of Ukraine
The meeting earlier this month of the US and Russian Presidents has brought hope that the two 
countries can once again manage their differences to mutual advantage and co-operate in areas where 
their interests coincide.
As President Biden noted, we will find out over the coming months whether it is possible to translate 
words into actions. A litmus test of this potential is the urgent need to end the war in Europe.
For this reason, Ukraine strongly welcomes President Biden's clear statement of US interests and his 
commitment to defending them. We particularly value his reiteration of unwavering US support for 
Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity, a commitment reinforced by America's NATO allies three 
days earlier.
Since President Biden last met personally with President Putin in 2011, more than 14,000 Ukrainians 
have been killed. Russia annexed Crimea and backed the establishment of puppet regimes in Donbas. A 
million and a half Ukrainians have been internally displaced.
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This year, an average of two Ukrainian soldiers have been dying each week defending the Western 
values of independence, freedom and democracy. This cannot continue. Lives must be saved. A peaceful 
and prosperous Ukraine is in America's and Europe's best interest.
I do not agree with those who say that talking to Russia displays weakness. Face to face dialogue is 
essential to reduce tension and find solutions. We are now actively preparing a meeting between 
President Zelenskyy and President Putin.
Similarly, some people question the value of the Minsk Process and the Normandy Format that have not 
yet brought peace to the Donbas, seven years after their inception. Yet this is the only negotiating 
format available. We are committed to using it and pursuing implementation of the Minsk Agreements 
to finally end the war.
However, we recognize that it may be time to expand the Normandy Format to increase its 
effectiveness. For that purpose, we would particularly welcome having the US at the negotiating table. 
The peace process clearly requires fresh impetus to move beyond the current impasse.
With US participation, we will have a real opportunity to convince Russia that its continued backing for 
the illegal fighters in Donbas serves no logical purpose and is damaging not only to Ukraine, but also to 
Russian and US interests. The same applies to Russia's occupation of Crimea.
Re-balancing the peace talks can only advance Ukraine's interests. With an economy twelve times larger 
than Russia, the US will bring power and influence to the negotiations and place Russia's aggression 
against Ukraine in a different context. Such a dynamic can create new opportunities for persuading the 
Kremlin to change its behaviour.
Ukraine counts on the US to help us and our European allies stop the continuous killing of Ukrainians on 
Ukrainian territory. We are not only the largest and most vibrant democracy in the region, we are also 
front-line defenders of Western liberal values.
Every day, the President of Ukraine and I receive information and photos from the front line. Tragically, 
it is often news about dead or wounded soldiers. We cannot allow this situation to continue.
The call between President Biden and President Zelenskyy on June 7 was key to aligning the position 
between our two countries ahead of the Biden-Putin Summit. We are currently preparing President 
Zelenskyy's visit to the White House and will present several substantial proposals to strengthen our 
bilateral relationship and bring peace to the region. Enhanced coordination between the US, United 
Kingdom, France, Germany and Ukraine is key to achieving this goal.
The recent G7 Summit demonstrated that the leading western countries firmly support Ukraine's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. As the British Prime Minister recently told President Zelenskyy,
NATO Allies have a responsibility to support Ukraine's defence.
Against this background, we hope that the US and our European allies will recognize the severe security 
threat posed by the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline. This project is designed to strengthen Russia's 
geopolitical influence and weaken Europe's security. There has never been an economic rationale to this 
project since the existing onshore pipelines for transporting Russian gas to Europe are being used at only 
half their capacity and are fully operational.
Our allies should not provide Russia with a free weapon to use against Ukraine. Cutting Ukraine from the 
gas transit route between Russia and Western Europe removes a deterrent against Russian aggression. 
One factor that helped prevent a wider Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2014 was the risk that it would 
disrupt gas deliveries to Europe. If Nord Stream 2 is allowed to operate, it will expose us to increased 
Russian pressure.
For us, the Biden-Putin talks have brought a fresh chance to seek peace in Donbas. All sides must now 
walk the walk. As we celebrate our 30th anniversary of independence, Ukraine will make every effort to 
do so. We expect to live in peace and be free to develop our country as we wish.
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