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Guyana election battle matters to the US
by Bart S. Fisher | June 19, 2020 01:17 PM

A contested election held on March 2 in the South American nation of Guyana may be more 

important to the United States than meets the eye. At stake for the people of Guyana is the 

long-awaited prosperity that could come from its newly acquired status as a major oil- 

producing nation. At stake for the U.S. is having a stable ally in an unstable part of the world.

The current government is controlled by the APNU + AFC Coalition, which sought a second 

term following a 2015 victory over the opposition left-wing People's Progressive Party. The 

People's Progressive Party ruled Guyana from 1992 through 2015 and left behind a legacy of 

controversy. The party said it will renegotiate the oil exploration arrangement with Exxon.

Chevron and Apache also have oil and gas holdings in Guyana. Punishment of U.S. 

investments would not be in the national interest of the U.S.

During the People’s Progressive Party tenure, the government had an anti-American, pro- 

Chinese point of view. The country became a narco-state, with serious narcotics trafficking 

problems and rampant corruption. Portions of the government were, in essence, a criminal 

enterprise. Moreover, its party leader from 1999 through 2011, Bharrat Jagdeo, developed a 

close relationship with former Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez and current President 

Nicolas Maduro.

We applaud the recent statement of the U.S. Ambassador to Guyana, Sarah-Ann Lynch, that 

the U.S. is entirely nonpartisan about which party wins Guyana’s 2020 election, and that she 

supports a transparent and credible recount process. She has underlined the importance of

the current government's support of the Lima Group, which is striving for a democratic 

resolution to the crisis in Venezuela.

The election recount, which is still ongoing, has uncovered serious election fraud on the part

of the People's Progressive Party. Among the claims of fraud found on Tuesday by the Chief 

Election Officer of the Guyana Elections Commission, Keith Lowenfield, are ballots cast by 

deceased persons, persons who have migrated out of Guyana, persons voting without proper 

identification, and large numbers of improperly stamped ballots. Contrary to assertions of the 

PPP, there has been no final declaration or certification of the election by the Guyana 

Elections Commission. According to Lowenfield, the APNU + AFC Coalition had 68,333 more 

votes than the PPP. The courts in Guyana are now considering how to proceed.

Rep. Yvette Clarke, a Democrat from New York and co-chairwoman of the Caribbean Caucus 

in the U.S. House of Representatives, has flagged this attempted election heist by the PPP, 

and warned the international community, including the U.S., the Organization of American

htip^://wv¥w.washifigion@xamlsw.CGm/9p!niO!Wp-$ds/guyana^S@etiofM&ttfs-matt6fs^ths-Hjs
Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/21/2020 4:04:27 PM

1/2



States, and Caricom to stop interfering in Guyana’s internal affairs, and threatened to hold 

hearings to air out this entire election dispute. Bully for her. The last thing the U.S. needs now 

is a pro-Venezuela leftist narco-state in its hemisphere.
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The international community needs to respect Guyana's sovereignty, and the U.S. needs to let 

the lawful election process proceed in an open and transparent manner. The U.S. did not 

appreciate foreign interference in its 2016 election, and should not interfere in Guyana’s 

election. Let Guyana handle its electoral process. Let Guyana breathe.

Bart S. Fisher is a partner in JJ&B, which represents the APNU + AFC Coalition.

httpi^/www.Wi§h!n0toneKamin@r.CQrT^opiiibn/q>«ds/guy€na>@lec1ion-b€tti@-mat!@rs4o<thdHJs
Received hv NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/21/2020 4:04:27 PM

2/2



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/21/2020 4:04:27 PM

JJ&B
Acct no,; 201443

Registration no.: 6809

The attached article was distributed to the following person by JJ&B on behalf of the APNU+AFC 

Coalition:

Contact Office Date

Alex Brockwehl Western Hemisphere Subcomm. June 19, 2020

U.S, House Foreign Affairs Committee

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/21/2020 4:04:27 PM



_ ____ GBTI

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/21/2020 4:04:27 PM
6/17/2020 ' 'Stop the interference' - Guyana Chronicle

Us

m tit

'Stop the interference'
By Staff Reporter - June 1 7, 2020

Bank with i

it

/

United States Congresswoman Yvette Clarke

... US congresswoman calls on international actors to stop interfering in GECOM 
process
...urges greater respect for Guyana's sovereignty

UNITED States Congresswoman Yvette Clarke (D-NY), Co-chair of the Caribbean Cacus in the 

US House of Representatives, in blistering comments on Monday night, condemned foreign

interference in Guyana's elections process. The Congresswoman said she has been monitoring 

what has been taking place in Guyana and is eager to get back to Washington to be fully 

briefed on what the State Department is actually doing in Guyana and is willing to take strong 

action if necessary.

guyanachronicle.com/2020/06/17/stop-the-interference-2
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- Clarke, a 14-year incumbent of the US Congress, is the daughter of fiery Jamaican American 

former member of the New York City Council, Dr. Una Clarke. She lambasted the US 

government for interfering in the elections. The Congresswoman said that the current United 

| States Administration is being run by "pirates," and expressed concern about what the State 
\( Department and other foreign actors are doing in Guyana. She has threatened to ask for 

Wiearings and pass legislation to block such interference from taking place in other places.
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The Brooklyn democrat said it is possible that she and her democratic colleagues will hold a 

press conference in Washington to address the unacceptable interference by foreign actors in 

Guyana's elections. Clark's cutting comments were made in a television interview with the 

President of the Caribbean Guyana Institute for Democracy (CGID), Rickford Burke, host of the 

television talk show "Conversation With Rickford Burke," which was streamd live on Facebook 

Monday night. Her statements expanded on comments she made last week on Straight Up 

with Mark Benschop on 107.1 FM Radio in Guyana.

■&?

Commonwealth Secretary 
General, Patricia Scotland

The Congresswoman's stinging rebuke came amidst a flurry of 

ctivities from international actors, including the Organisation of 

American States (OAS) and the Commonwealth, which have been 

described as bullying the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) 

to declare inaccurate, fraudulent elections results. Reports are that 

these international organisations are being heavily lobbied by 

ercury Public Affairs, a Trump Campaign political consulting firm, 

on behalf of Guyana's opposition People's Progressive Party (PPP), 

to undemocratically outs the incumbent APNU+AFC coalition 

government, led by President David Granger, a retired Army 

Brigadier.

A recount of votes cast in the controversial March 2, 2020 general 

elections show the PPP with a 15,000 vote lead over the ruling 

APNU+AFC coalition. However, the coalition has vehemently insisted that the PPP's votes 

contain over 32,0000 fraudulent ballots. The coalition had provided immigration records and 

death certificates to prove that PPP operatives allegedly manufactured phantom votes by 

impersonating dead people and persons who have migrated, but whose names remained on 

the voters list. The names were kept on the list through the legal instrumentality of the PPP. 

President Granger and several of his coalition top brass, including Prime Minister Moses 

Nagamootoo, have been demanding that GECOM removes the fraudulent ballots from the 

^elections results^ ^—■—........ .............—   ——
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>* G ECO M's task grew more complicated on Saturday when Guyana's Chief Elections Officer 

(CEO), Keith Lowenfield, submitted his preliminary ballot recount report to GECOM Chairman, 

retired Justice of Appeal, Claudette Singh. Lowenfield's report confirmed Guyanese worst 

fears. It affirmed that the elections were manipulated and riddled with voter impersonation 

and fraud, which has affected the results. Lowenfield concluded that the "irregularities and 

instances of voter impersonation identified do not appear to satisfy the criteria of impartiality, 

fairness, and compliance with provisions of the Constitution and the ROPA Capl:03, 

Consequently, on the basis of the votes counted and the information furnished from the 

recount, it cannot be ascertained that the results meet the standard of fair and credible 

elections."

GECOM is deliberating on the report and has made no declaration. Although GECOM is still in 

the recount process, and facing a mountain of evidence of fraud, the OAS on Monday called for 

a transition of government. Commonwealth Secretary General, Baroness Patricia Scotland also 

called for the fraudulent results to be declared. Observers, however, say that Scotland has no 

credibility as she is currently embroiled in the institution's biggest corruption scandal in 

history. The UK government has withdrawn funding for the Commonwealth as a result and has 

called for her resignation.

Congresswoman Clarke slammed the sustained interference in the elections and emphasised 

that Guyana must maintain its sovereignty. She said if GECOM is forced into a position by 

outside forces then Guyana would be moving away from governing itself, and foreign actors 

will then have the ability to govern Guyana. She said that should never be the case as it is 

undemocratic. The Congresswoman said that in order for there to be free and fair election, 

where the people of Guyana choose their own leadership, the US cannot in anyway interfere in 

the GECOM process. She threatened to hold the US State Department accountable because 

she's aware of what's at stake in Guyana.

"We know whet's at stake in Guyana right now. It's not just the sovereignty, it's the wealth.

We have some corrupt, I called them pirates governing the United States right now. And I'm 

very concerned about undue influence of corporations and entities outside of Guyana 

determining the fate of the Guyanese people. That cannot happen. I would encourage 

everyone, Guyanese Americans, to let your voices be known, Clarke said."

Clarke said she's committed to ensuring that the racist tendency in the current US 

Administration is not embedded in its international relations. She said while the US projects 

itself as a beacon of democracy for the countries of the Caribbean Region, it has turned a blind

guyanachronicls.com/2020/06/17/stop-the-interference-2
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- eye to the region and has been racist in its foreign policy. The Congresswoman said that the 

Caribbean Diaspora in the United States is the most powerful force the nations have in the 

US. She stressed that while the US dictates policies around the world, the people dictate who 

the leadership is with their votes.

"If Guyanese Americans want to see the US out of the elections in Guyana they should be 

ringing the phones down at the State Department. Pompeo should know that you know what 

he's up to/' she said, referring to US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. She also urged 

Guyanese to write House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minor Leader, New York Senator, 

Chuck Schumer. Asked by Burke how can the US government help the people of Guyana get 

justice for the hundreds of young black men that were killed by PPP death squads, in light of 

the world now demanding justice for black lives that have been killed by law enforcement and 

other state actors, the Congresswoman urged Guyanese nationals to form a movement and 

bring the evidence of atrocities to Washington. She said she and Members of Congress are 

willing to have hearings and take action to ensure justice is served. Clarke, and Congress 

Members Albio Sires and Gregory Meeks visited Guyana in the run up to the elections on a 

fact-finding mission to ensure that the nation was adequately prepared for elections.
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