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Petition • Protect Sovereignity and Democracy in Guyana • Change.org

Diaspora For Democracy started this petition to Secretary Mike Pompeo and 6 others 

The United States must respect the sovereignty of Guyana and allow the democratic process to play 

out according to the Constitution and Laws of Guyana, as overseen by the Elections Commission and 

the courts.
It is unacceptable that the United States, through its ambassador and State Department, should 

interfere and dictate what the Guyanese people must do or to appoint themselves as the interpreters of 

the will of the Guyanese people. This is particularly concerning when the US policy is apparently being 

influenced by the lobbying firm Mercury Public Affairs, which has reportedly been paid in excess of 

$34M USD by one of the main contesting parties.

As members of the Guyanese diaspora, we are troubled by the ongoing political battle and look forward 

to its conclusion. That said, with myriad anomalies in the election process, there is currently no greater 

example of democracy than the transparent process which is playing out to interpret and apply our 

Constitution. If the United States truly cares about democracy and the the people of Guyana, it is 

imperative that we demonstrate this by respecting their sovereignty and stop interfering.

The solution to Guyana's problems has to involve ethnic reconciliation and constitutional reform, it 

simply cannot be sold to the highest bidder for a few million dollars. Even if your intentions are noble 

rather than paid for, the idea that the United States needs to step in to tell Guyana what democracy 

means is an insult to every Guyanese citizen. How can the United States declare a winner before the 

elections commission and courts have done their jobs? Are the countries leaders and court systems 

completely incompetent? So much so that the country that was so incensed about Russian meddling in 

its last elections would feel empowered to step in and do the same to another nation?

As a relatively young democracy, Guyana has many lessons to learn and lots of healing ahead of it, 

regardless of who wins this election. Being bullied by the United States simply isn't helpful to the 

citizens at this time. Your actions can only serve to make people feel marginalized and colonized. 

Rather than picking sides, push for constitutional reform and ethnic reconciliation. Democracies aren't 

"ruled", they are "governed." As such, the people should decide who governs them, it is not for the 

United States or any outside entity to determine that. How can you claim to be protecting democracy 

by thwarting the courts, the constitution and every other instrument of democracy.

Please let Guyana breathe right now. Take your knee off of their neck and let them figure their 

problems out.
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