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APNU+AFC Media Release 
For immediate release
Saturday, August 29, 2020

Guyana Police Force confirms occupation of Beliadrum

The APNU+AFC notes with deep concern that Guyana Police Force Divisional Commander Edmund 
Cooper confirmed on Saturday night that he led the police operation in occupying the West Coast 
Berbice village of Beliadrum.

After being exposed by the APNU+AFC, Commander Cooper backtracked and offered the preposterous 

excuse that the police were in the village "gaffing".

Why would the police require such large numbers of ranks and a large prisoner van if they were 

"gaffing" with residents?

It is clear that the police had a planned operation to raid the village and detain innocent residents who 

staged a peaceful protest against the police's unlawful detention of Mr. Clairmont Mingo, the Region 4 

Elections Supervisor.

"What was happening was that there was a preventative posture and at the same time and building a 

relationship with members of the public based on our past experience," Commander Cooper is reported 
by Demerara Waves as saying.

"We are just gaffing with the people, based on the situation, we don't want anything to blow out of 

proportion," Commander Cooper told Demerara Waves.

This is an unequivocal admission that the police actions were excessive and intimidatory.

-ENDS*
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GNN REPORT

BREAKING NEWS:

PPP GOVERNMENT DECLARS WAR AFRICAN GUYANESE IN BELLADRUM VILLAGE, DEPLOYS HUNDREDS 

OF RIOT POLICE WITH PRISON VANS TO BREAK UP PEACEFUL PROTEST OVER MINGO DETENTION

By Staff Writer

August 29, 2020.10:00 P.M

The Afro-Guyanese community of Belladrum, West Coast Berbice, Region 5, is under siege tonight as 

hundreds of police officers swooped down on the village to quell a peaceful protest of the unlawful 

detention of Clairmont Mingo, the GECOM Region 4 Returning Officer,

Mingo, who hails from Belladrum, has been in Police custody since Tuesday night. He has been a target 

of the PPP since March 11, 2020. He has faced multiple death threats from members of the PPP.

Four other Afro-Guyanese GECOM employees, including three females, have also been held without bail 

or charge. The court ordered the police to release Mingo by 2:30 P.M on Saturday. The police has 

however refused; instead charging him with four crimes alleging elections fraud.

They announced that he will face a Magistrate in Georgetown on Monday. The police had refused Mingo 

access to an attorney. The four other GECOM employees had also been refused access to their attorney

for several days.

A member of the Guyana Elections Commission {GECOM) said that the elections fraud was committed 

by the PPP. He accused the PPP of attempting to dismantle GECOM ahead of the APNU-AFC coalition 

elections petition hearing. He also noted that the Police has no jurisdiction to investigate the work of 

GECOM, therefore the charges are unconstitutional.

Several senior lawyers have condemned the Police tactics as those of a Hitler gestapo squad. Police 

sources have however said that they are following instructions from Police Commissioner Nigel Hoppie 

and Crime Chief Wendell Blanhum, who are being directed by Bharrat jgdeo and Home Affairs Minister 

Robeson Benn. Jagdeo is using Benn to persecute Afro-Guyanese, one lawyer charged.
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Several civil society and union leaders say that the PPP government is using the Guyana Police Force and

the criminal justice system to intimidate and neutralize anger in the Afro-Guyanese community. The 

belief is that the party is deliberately inciting civil unrest with its blatantly racist campaign against 

innocent Afro-Guyanese.

Last night in a wide ranging television interview with Rickford Burke, President of the New York based 

Caribbean Guyana Institute for Democracy (CGID), new opposition leader, Joseph Harmon, told the 

more than twenty-five thousand viewers, that the PPP government is a serious threat to the existence of 

the Afro-Guyanese population. Burke asked Harmon the question which was posed by the President of 

Black Lives Matter (BLM) in New York.

In an APNU+AFC statement tonight, Harmon slammed the police occupation of Beiiadrum and 

demanded that the Police Force cease and desist from inciting and intimidating Beiiadrum residents. The 

statement added that 'The Guyana Police Force has this evening transformed the peaceful West Coast 

Berbice village of Beiiadrum into a virtual war zone.

Specifically, Harmon called on Commander Cooper, Deputy Commander Mandal and Sergeant Me 

Donald and all other officers and ranks who have occupied the village to stand down with immediate 

effect. Reports from the village are that heavily armed police in full riot gear have taken up positions at 

virtually every corner of the village and residents are frightened and fearful of their alarming and sudden 

presence.

"It would appear as though Guyana has descended into a police state, no murder or major crime has 

been committed in Beiiadrum, why are the police targeting this village?" Mr Harmon said.

"Our supporters and the residents of Beiiadrum are frightened tonight as a result of this massive police 

presence in the village without any explanation or warning whatsoever," Harmon added. "There is 

absolutely no need whatsoever for this excessive action by the police, it is clearly designed to incite and 

intimidate and we will not tolerate it," Harmon declared.

Residents of Beiiadrum yesterday staged a peaceful, socially distanced protest calling public attention to 

the mistreatment of GECOM Returning Officer Clairmont Mingo who has been in police custody for 

several days and who the High Court ordered released today.

Harmon contended that 'The Guyana Police Force has disregarded the order of the court and has kept 

Mr, Mingo in custody beyond the legally permitted 72 hours. The APNU+AFC also demanded the 

immediate release of Mr. Mingo from police custody."
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'The civil liberties and the constitutional rights of citizens are being trampled and abused by the Guyana

Police Force which has clearly reverted to being a political tool of persecution for the fraudulent and 

illegitimate PPP regime, the likes of which was the case prior to 2015," Harmon observed.

A village elder in Beliadrum tonight issued a call for other African ancestral villages throughout Guyana 
to stand in solidarity with the people of Beliadrum by either traveling to the village or staging protests in 

their respective villages.
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