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Hi XX,

Let me know what you think, and I’d be happy to connect you with Ryan.

Best,

XX
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Subject: How Qatar is fostering entrepreneurship in the Middle East - perspective from American 
founder

• The importance of having accessible language technology for Arabic and other low- 
resource languages, and the use cases for it across multiple sectors

How he and his globally distributed team work to ensure that all languages remain relevant 
with advancements in technology

This material is distributed by RF\Binder Partners Inc. on behalf of the Qatar Foundation. 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

As an American, Ryan brings a nuanced perspective about the startup world in Doha. In a 
conversation, he can speak about the following:

The startup ecosystem in Doha represents a unique opportunity for entrepreneurs, according to 

Ryan Carmichael, CEO and Founder of Kanari Al, which got its start through Qatar Science & 
Technology Park (QSTP) [https://qstporg.qa/], a member of Qatar Foundation.

• The QSTP startup ecosystem in Doha and what makes this ecosystem attractive for 

founders from across the globe who are looking to enter the Middle East markets

In 2019, Ryan participated in QSTP’s Research to Startup program, which brings entrepreneurs to 
Doha to explore different technologies developed locally and to consider licensing them. For 

entrepreneurs that decide to license a technology and accept seed funding, this program enables 
them to locate the company anywhere in the world, making business formation more streamlined 
and accessible.

Launched in March 2020, Kanari Al [https://kanari.ai/1 is a speech recognition technology company 

that focuses on providing speech recognition, text to speech, for Arabic, and other low-resource 
languages, such as Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, and accented English. Leveraging technology originally 
licensed from Qatar Computing Research Institute, Kanari Al serves a critical need by providing 
state of the art speech technologies for the nearly 400 million Arabic speakers and other language 
speakers that doesn’t currently exist.


