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QATAR - USA 2021

EMBASSY OF THE 
STATE OF QATAR IN 

THE UNITED STATES

Six U.S. Charities Benefit from over $3M Donation from the State of Qatar

The donations represent Qatar's ongoing commitment to improving the iives of the autistic community 
and are in recognition of World Autism Day and Autism Awareness Month

WASHINGTON, D.C. - April 2,2021 - Qatar's Ambassador to the United States, His Excellency 

Meshal bin Hamad Al-Thani, announced donations to a series of partners throughout the United 

States in recognition of World Autism Day and Autism Awareness Month. The donations were to 

notable charities such as The Dan Marino Foundation. Touro University. Break the Barriers. The 
Westview School. Organization for Autism Research (OAR), and NEXT for AUTISM. These charities 

support the autistic community and their families, promote a message of acceptance and 

understanding, and bolster research into innovative new treatment methods and therapies.

The latest partnerships continue the State of Qatar's long-standing commitment to improve the 

lives of those with autism in the United States, the Middle East and around the world. Her Highness 

Sheikha Moza bint Nasser first proposed World Autism Awareness Day to the United Nations 

General Assembly in 2007. Since being ratified, this U.N. day has been recognized annually on 

April 2. This day serves to highlight the importance of improving the quality of life for those with 

autism and ensuring they can lead full and meaningful lives as integral members of society.

"We are committed to enhancing educational resources, providing skills-based 

training, and promoting programs that boost independence for members of the 

autism community," said the Ambassador. "Our partners across the United States 

play a crucial role in this effort and we applaud their work not only during the month 

of April, but through their daily commitment to creating a more inclusive world."

In 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimated that 1 in 54 children in the U.S. 

are diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder, and a recent survey found that autism affects 1 in 

88 children in Qatar. The lack of awareness is what originally inspired the State of Qatar to take a 

leading role in autism research and awareness campaigns around the world over the past 20 years.
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The drive to achieve the highest quality of life for people with autism has led to a comprehensive 

series of projects and initiatives that include the annual Autism Gala in Washington, D.C.; a 

delegation to Doha comprising top leadership from prominent Autism organizations in the US; and 

donations to leading autism awareness and research organizations. This year's donations continue 

that record of advocacy.

"The Dan Marino Foundation strives to create programs and opportunities to 
advance the independence of those living on the autism spectrum,” said 
Foundation founder Dan Marino. "We will be co-piloting a STEAM initiative with the 

Embassy of Qatar that will enable students to gain skills and experience that will 
open doors to greater employment and educational opportunities.”

For 29 years, the Dan Marino Foundation has led innovation and change, with the mission to 

empower individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities. The Dan Marino team and 

the Embassy of the State of Qatar will work together to pilot a STEAM enrichment program that 

incorporates specialized curriculums designed for students with autism not just in the U.S., but 

with the potential to expand globally. This program will provide high school students and young 

adults on the spectrum with the opportunity to learn from experts and gain experience in robotics, 

coding, computer repair, graphic design and other essential skills for the workplace.

The Embassy of the state of Qatar is also proud to partner with Touro University Nevada, whose 

Sharon Sigesmund Pierce and Stephen Pierce Center for Autism and Developmental Disabilities 

was established in 2008 to address an unmet need in the State of Nevada—providing treatment for 

children on the autism spectrum.

The state of Qatar's ongoing partnership with the International Spy Museum continues to highlight 

Qatar's commitment to provide accessible family fun to children with autism and their families. The 

upcoming webinar will provide a skills-based program with interactive challenges and real-world 

stories woven together as participants explore the shadow world of espionage.

“It’s been a challenging year - opportunities for learning, engagement, and old 

fashioned family fun are in short supply, and for autistic individuals and their 
families, accessible programming can be even harder to come by," said Col. 
Christopher Costa, executive director of the International Spy Museum. "With the 

Embassy of Qatar’s generous support, the Museum has been able to continue to find 
new ways to offer educational experiences that inspire this audience and connect 

with them where and how they learn best.”
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About DC/Virginia Donations

The Embassy of the State of Qatar is further supporting the efforts of the Organization for Autism 

Research (OAR) and its "Kit for Kids" program. This innovative classroom initiative teaches students 

grades K-8 to see the world through the eyes of their peers with autism. The Embassy's support will 

expand OAR's ability to reach classrooms across the United States and provide new educational 

materials that encourage classroom discussions and engagement.

“The Organization for Autism Research is thrilled to partner with the Embassy of 

Qatar to further extend the impact and reach of the Kit for Kids peer education 
program," said Mike Maloney, OAR’s executive director. "The timing coinciding with 
World Autism Awareness Day could not have been better. Thanks to this partnership 

OAR will be able to deliver the Kit for Kids lesson, complete with the newest 
resource, OAR’s Friendship Tip Sheets, to 5,000 K-8 students across the U.S. this 

year.”

About the Embassy of the State of Qatar to the United States 

The Embassy of the State of Qatar in Washington, D.C. houses Qatar's diplomatic mission to the 

United States. The primary purposes of the Embassy of Qatar are to highlight Qatar's policies on 

regional issues, strengthen Qatar-U.S. bilateral relations, and to assist Qatari citizens who travel or 

live in the U.S. The current Ambassador of the State of Qatar to the United States of America is His 

Excellency Sheikh Meshal Bin Hamad Al-Thani. Learn more: http://qatar-usa.com/autism/
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FOR MEDIA INQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Alex Butcher-Nesbitt 
(603) 707-6153 
alex@getproofusa.com

This material is distributed by Proof Strategies Inc. on behalf of the Embassy 

of the State of Qatar. Additional information is available at the Department of 

Justice, Washington, DC.
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