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Abu Dhabi Art announces details for this year’s 
Beyond: Emerging Artists programme

Curated by Maya El Khalil, Beyond: Emerging Artists, which showcases and supports up 
and coming Emirati artists, will explore the theme of memory and feature three new 

commissions for the 12th edition of Abu Dhabi Art

Abu Dhabi, UAE, 28 October 2020: Abu Dhabi Art has announced further details around its Beyond: 
Emerging Artists programme, which each year commissions new work by up and coming Emirati artists. 
Beyond: Emerging Artists 2020 is curated by Maya El-Khalil, who has selected artists Hind Mezaina, 
Afra Al Dhaheri and Afra Al Suwaidi to produce works exploring the theme of memory. For this year’s 
primarily digital event, the artworks can be viewed through Abu Dhabi Arts website throughout the days 
of the fair or at Manarat Al Saadiyat, where they will be exhibited, from 19 November through the end 
of December 2020.

Dyala Nusseibeh, Director of Abu Dhabi Art commented: “Our Beyond: Emerging Artists programme 
exists as a vehicle to enable exceptional younger artists from across the UAE to realise ambitious new 
projects and exhibit them to a wide audience. Part of our mandate is to support the local art ecosystem 
and this particular project forms one of our cornerstone initiatives in this regard. Given her extensive 
understanding of the Middle East and her experience in enabling artists to interrogate and develop their 
artistic practices, we believe that Maya El Khalil will be a thought-provoking mentor, as well as a great 
champion for this year’s selected artists.”

Maya El Khalil, Curator of the programme Beyond: Emerging Artists, Abu Dhabi Art 2020 said: 
“Throughout the years, working alongside emerging artists, I have developed a strong sense of 
understanding that the journey of emerging or becoming is a process of discovery. I see myself as a 
guide, making way for up and coming artists by asking questions rather than answering them. For this 
year’s Beyond: Emerging Artists programme at Abu Dhabi Art, I am working with three incredibly 
talented women, Hind Mezaina, Afra Al Dhaheri and Afra Al Suwaidi. Together, we acknowledge the 
art world’s currently altered sense of reality and each of the artists, through their distinctive practices, 
will be investigating how experiences of remembrance are constituted.”

Exploring the theme of memory, this year’s Beyond: Emerging Artists programme will feature artworks 
from Hind Mezaina using multimedia archival materials, such as photography and archival film, to 
express elements of collective memory, masculinity, heritage, and the UAE. Mezaina often describes 
her work as a form of ‘visual archaeology’.

As a starting point to explore identity formation, Afra Al Dhaheri disorders hair strands, using her own 
reclaimed hair, which she collects once it has fallen out. Beyond exploring self-identity, her work will 
draw on broader social associations and inhibitions related to female hair and its containment. Al 
Dhaheri will be using mixed media to render nuances of memory and time.

Afra Al Suwaidi will reconstitute fragmented visual memories, rendering lines of trauma as embodied 
in domestic architectural forms. Al Suwaidi will present her work through a process of collage. In her 
work, time is caught in a fugitive state but also pushed further away, to elsewhere.

Through the Beyond Emerging Artists section of the fair, Abu Dhabi Art is committed to supporting 
emerging local artists in the development of their work. The support offered by Abu Dhabi Art for 
Beyond: Emerging Artists includes both critical feedback and support through the appointed guest
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curator each year and also financial support in covering the costs of artwork production fees, materials, 
time, travel and research, to enable the artists to create new works. Abu Dhabi Art brings recognition 
to ambitious art projects under the guidance of established artists and curators such as Maya El Khalil.

Taking place from 19-26 November, Abu Dhabi Art is returning as a virtual fair for its 12th edition this 
year, bringing together a number of galleries and artists from across the world through its curated gallery 
sections including The Day After’ curated by Simon Njami, ‘Material - Real’ curated by Sung woo 
Kim, ‘India Today’ curated by gallerist Ashwin Thadani and ‘A Picture Held Us Captive’ curated by 
Nada Raza. The 2020 digital fair will also host a public Performing Arts Programme, curated by Rose 
Lejeune.

A Talks Programme will be available online, offering a series of stimulating cultural conversations and 
panels featuring some of the art world’s leading figures, which aim to engage audiences in discussions 
related to the complex history of the UAE and contemporary art practice in the country and around the 
world.

The fair’s upcoming edition will be live from Thursday 19 November to Thursday 26 November 2020.

For more information on Abu Dhabi Art 2020 and its year-round programmes, visit abudhabiart.ae and 
follow Abu Dhabi Art on social media: Facebook, Twitter and Instaqram.

END
For press enquiries please contact:
Angela Borkhoche / Katie Campbell 
Brunswick Arts
ABUDHABIART@brunswickqroup.com

Notes to Editors:

About Abu Dhabi Art
Abu Dhabi Art expands beyond the notion of a traditional art fair, in placing strong emphasis on a 
diverse public engagement programme, including art installations and exhibitions, talks and events that 
take place in different locations throughout the year. The culmination of this year-long programme is 
the Abu Dhabi Art event in November, which provides an important sales platform for participating 
galleries whilst also offering these galleries an opportunity to showcase ambitious installations and site- 
specific works by their artists to a wide audience.

About the Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi
The Department of Culture and Tourism conserves and promotes the heritage and culture of Abu Dhabi 
emirate and leverages them in the development of a world-class, sustainable destination of distinction 
that enriches the lives of visitors and residents alike. The Department manages the emirate’s tourism 
sector and markets the destination internationally through a wide range of activities aimed at attracting 
visitors and investment. Its policies, plans and programmes relate to the preservation of heritage and 
culture, including protecting archaeological and historical sites and to developing museums, including 
Louvre Abu Dhabi, Zayed National Museum and Guggenheim Abu Dhabi. The Department of Culture 
and Tourism supports intellectual and artistic activities and cultural events to nurture a rich cultural 
environment and honour the emirate’s heritage. A key role played by the Department is to create 
synergy in the destination’s development through close co-ordination with its wide-ranging stakeholder 
base.

About Dyala Nusseibeh
Dyala Nusseibeh has been the Director of Abu Dhabi Art since 2016. Having graduated with a BA from 
Cambridge University and an MLitt (with Distinction) from Glasgow University, she spent a year at the 
Cultural Foundation in Abu Dhabi followed by four years at the Saatchi Gallery in London as Head of 
Education. In this capacity she organised annual student shows, the education programme at the gallery 
and a travelling exhibition of works from the Saatchi collection to Ipswich in order to broaden outreach. 
In 2013, Nusseibeh became founding Director of Artlnternational Istanbul, managed by leading fair 
organisers Angus Montgomery, a position she held until 2016 when she joined the Department of 
Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi.
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About Maya El Khalil
Born in Beirut, currently lives in Oxford, UK.

Maya El-Khalil is an independent curator, who for the last decade has been working locally, regionally 
and internationally with artists, collectors and institutions to develop the identity and ideas that have 
defined the contemporary art scene in Saudi Arabia. From its inception in 2009 until 2016, she was the 
Founding Director of Athr, a leading contemporary art gallery based in Jeddah. She is the curator of the 
7th Edition of 21,39 Jeddah Arts.

El Khalil holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering and an MBA from the American 
University of Beirut. She is currently enrolled in an MA Program in Art and Politics at Goldsmiths 
University.

Maya El-Khalil is Curator of the programme “Beyond: Emerging Artists”, Abu Dhabi Art 2020

About Hind Mezaina
Born and works in Dubai.

Hind Mezaina's work delves into themes of collective memory, the notion of heritage, and the 
representation of Dubai and the UAE in the media. Her work is a continuous development of what she 
describes as a Visual archaeology’ through research, observation, collecting and preserving memories. 
Working primarily in photography, and most recently in video and collage, her work has been exhibited 
in numerous exhibitions in the UAE and abroad, including ‘Made in Tashkeel’ (Tashkeel, 2018); Sharjah 
Biennial 13: Tamawuj (2017); ‘Al Haraka Baraka: In Movement There Is Blessing’ (Maraya Art Centre, 
Sharjah, 2016). She has also worked on various commissioned projects, including The Wedding 
Project’ (Art Dubai, 2016); ‘In the Meanwhile’ (Global Art Forum, Art Dubai, 2014); ‘Cassette Project’ 
(Red Bull Music Academy Bass Camp, Dubai, 2013) and ‘Mass Medium: Emirati TV on Home Video’, 
(Global Art Forum, Art Dubai, 2012). Hind curates film screenings for Louvre Abu Dhabi, is the Founder 
of The Culturist blog and the Co-Founder of Tea with Culture podcast. She participated in the 2016 
Autumn Programme residency at Delfina Foundation, supported by Maraya Art Centre. She is a 
graduate of the 2015-2016 Salama Emerging Artist Fellowship (SEAF) and was selected for A.i.R 
Dubai 2015, a partnership between Delfina Foundation, Dubai Culture and Arts Authority and Tashkeel.

Hind Mezaina is a commissioned artist for the programme “Beyond: Emerging Artists”, Abu Dhabi Art 
2020 curated by Maya El-Khalil

About Afra Al Dhaheri
Born and works in Abu Dhabi.

Afra Al Dhaheri’s work is rooted in her experiences growing up in Abu Dhabi and the wider UAE - a 
place of recent and rapid change. Working across various mediums including mixed media, sculpture, 
drawing, painting, installation, photography, and printmaking, she draws out notions of time and 
adaptation, rigor and fragility.

With each experiment, there is a new phase, each new phenomenon or actualization plucked from her 
unique vocabulary of references - repetition acts as a method for prolonging time as much as a tool 
through which to truly experience or realize each stage of a work.

Born in 1988 in Abu Dhabi, UAE, Al Dhaheri obtained her MFA from Rhode Island School of Design, 
USA in 2017 and completed residencies with The Salama bint Hamdan Emerging Artists Fellowship, 
in partnership with the Rhode Island School of Design in 2014 and Porthmeor Studios, St. Ives, 
Cornwall, UK (2019).

Her first solo exhibition ‘Inevitable Ephemera’ was hosted by T + H Gallery in Boston, USA in 2016. 
Selected group exhibitions include ‘Avoid Bad Dreams’, Green Art Gallery, Dubai, UAE (2019); 
‘Barcelona to Abu Dhabi’, Manarat Al Saadiyat, Abu Dhabi, UAE (2018) and ‘Emirati Expressions’,
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Manarat Al Saadiyat, Abu Dhabi, UAE (2011 and 2015). She works as an Assistant Professor in Visual 
Arts at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Afra Al Dhaheri is a commissioned artist for the programme “Beyond: Emerging Artists”, Abu Dhabi Art 
2020 curated by Maya El-Khalil

About Afra Al Suwaidi
Born and works in Abu Dhabi.

Emirati artist Afra Salman Al Suwaidi was born in 1992. She specialized in fine arts and received a BA 
Degree from Zayed University in 2016. Al Suwaidi participated in a number of shows locally and 
internationally. In 2015 she participated in an exhibition at the Rochester Contemporary Art Center in 
New York and at Lessedra World Art Print Annual Exhibition in Sofia, Bulgaria. In 2017 she participated 
in Imago Mundi in Treviso, Italy. Locally Al Suwaidi presented her work in the French Alliance Art 
Exhibition In Abu Dhabi and in ‘Guggenheim Abu Dhabi: Do Art Do It Now’, Manarat Al Saadiyat in 
2017. Most recently she participated in the 35th Annual Exhibition of the Emirates Fine Arts Society in 
Sharjah, UAE.

Al Suwaidi is currently participating in the Cultural Foundation Art Residency 2020.

Afra Al Suwaidi is a commissioned artist for the programme “Beyond: Emerging Artists”, Abu Dhabi Art 
2020 curated by Maya El-Khalil
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